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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
PERSIA PART 4 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 
EP 1011/1 No. I 

PERSIA: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1949 


Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr . Bevm. 

(No. 1, Confidential) Tehran, 

StJ ^ 1st January, 1950. 

Wilh reference to my despatch No. 48 of 
-th January, 1949,0 I have the honour to 
the following general review of 
ev vni$ in, Persia during 1949, 

^ Ihe year has been one of high 
expectation, suddenly aroused but so far 
unfulfilled. A determined attempt on the 
Shah's fife early in February revealed in a 
the pass to which the country had been 
reduced by two years of faction and inepti¬ 
tude. It gave point to the Shah's desire 
tor certain increases in his prerogative, 
which were granted by a Constituent Assent- 
ptv m May; it also stirred the 15th Majlis 
m[ ° some semblance of activity before it 
was eventually dissolved at the end of July. 
in? general election which fo]lowed was. 
however. disastrously mismanaged and the 
8hah was obliged to leave for the United 
L jutes on 15th November before it was com- 
though not before his Minister of 
Lourt. Abdul Husain Ha/hir. had been 
murdered by a religious fanatic who was 
probably the tool of His Majesty's political 
opponents. 

}■ The year opened with a crescendo of 
Agitation against the Imperial Bank of Iran, 
whose concession lapsed at the end of 
January, and against the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company, whose concession was denounced 
an anachronism. The Majlis was occu- 
P*fd almost exclusively with an inter- 
ininable interpellation on both these issues 
* Abbas Iskandari, a wealthy Deputy with 
parked pro-Soviet leanings. As an intro¬ 
duction to the negotiations then impending 
n tn with the bank and the company this 
Was raT from reassuring; it culminated in 
anh-Britisli demonstrations in Tehran the 
^ay before conversations with the company 
WCf e due to begin. The tension was already 
extreme when, on the afternoon of 4th 
February, six shots were fired at the Shah 


[Received 12fit January) 

at point-blank range as he was arriving at 
Tehran University. As a result of his own 
agiiiiy and presence of mind His Majesty 
sustained only scratches. The assailant was 
killed on me spot and no conclusive evi¬ 
dence was obtained about his precise motive 
and inspiration. But in spite of the deter¬ 
mined efforts which have been made to 
prove that he was an irresponsible fanatic, 
there is little room for doubt that in addition 
to being an expert gunman he was both a 
member and an agent of the fudeh Party 
and that this outrage was intended to be 
the signal for serious disturbances. In the 
event it produced a spontaneous reaction 
in favour of the Shah, whose coolness and 
courage when attacked were matched by 
his refusal after the event to tolerate 
reprisals. Military law was promptly rdm- 
po«d and the Tudeh Party was declared 
illegal. Some seventy persons were arrested, 
of whom fifty-six vvere members of the 
party. Others look refuge in the Soviet 
Embassy and were eventually smuggled out 
of the country. A number of newspapers 
was suppressed and a law curtailing the 
rights of the press was introduced but hung 
fire for some lime. 

4. After lengthy consultation between the 
Shah and (he older and more responsible 
political leaders, the Prime Minister in¬ 
formed the heads of parties on 25th 
February that a Constituent Assembly would 
be convened to consider tel the inclusion 
in the fundamental law of adequate pro¬ 
vision for constitutional amendment. <h) the 
revision of the dissolution procedure in 
article 48 and (rl the creation of a Senate 
in accordance with article 44 fif the Senate 
Bill were not passed by the Majlis mean¬ 
while). At rhe same time a decree was 
issued ordering elections for the 16th Majlis. 
The proposed reforms were all a part of the 
constitution as originally conceived, but had 
never been given definite shape as it was 
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tcaron mat tuery ttugiH be abused. Conse- 
queaoy, mere nad oe*n no effective check 
on ut power to obstruct of a legislature 
wiiifoi was retumed by a preponderantly 
illiterate arid politically immature elec¬ 
torate. After a brae! and severely controlled 
election tile Constituent Assembly met m 
May and witnin a fortnight the proposed 
amendments were adopted. Meanwhile, the 
Senate Bill had been passed by the Majlis 
and ine Electoral Reform Be IE introduced. 

5. A few days after Lhe attempt on the 
Shahs life Qavam-us-Saltuneh left the 
country and remained abroad until Novem¬ 
ber. lie returned, a very sick man, shortly 
before the Sh;ib left for the United States, 
and was gone again by the end of die year, 
He is expected shortly to undergo a serious 
operation and unless it is successful he is 
unlikely to re-enter politics in an active 
capacity Ln the meantime, it has fallen to 
others to rally the opposition to the Shah 
and his Government in the Majlis and 
outside it, 

6* The negotiations with the Anglo* 
Iranian Oil Company which had begun in 
the autumn of 1948 wore resumed in Feb¬ 
ruary, but had produced no definite result 
b> tie middle of March, After the Nau 
Ruz holidays they entered a more realistic 
phu-NC with the arrival of the chairman. Sir 
William Fniser. who made a specific offer 
to increase the annual payment to the Per¬ 
sian Government from an effective figure of 
£9 mil lion to one of nearly £19 million, on 
the understanding that a number of other 
claims were drooped, The Government, 
however, which was very divided on this 
issue, refused to sign and the chairman 
returned to London empty-handed. In 
spite of strong pressure from the Shah, who 
was more concerned than the Government 
with the emptiness of the exchequer and 
the consequent difficulty of starting work 
on the execution of the Seven-Year Flan, 
signature of the agreement embodying the 
company's offer, called the “ supplemental ’ 
agreement, hung fire until 17ih July. Thus 
only seven days were left for its ratification 
by the M:qlis. and in the event it was talked 
out by one of a small opposition group. 
Had the Government shown more deter¬ 
mination it might have forced the Bill 
through, bui time was so short that the im¬ 
pression would certainly have been created 
that the agreement was not fn the national 
interest but had been concluded under 
foreign pressure. This was. of course, 
precisely what the opposition wished to 
achieve. The nucleus of the opposition. 


SfUcn a* it was, consisted ol a small group 
ol Deputies wnich, in October 194/, had 
rejuseo to support the single article resolu¬ 
tion rejecting me Soviet Oil Agreement, It 
mm Since been consistently hostile to British 
interests Ln every form, but side the Majlis 
tnis group was supported b> a whole- 
hearted but hysterical jingo. Dr. Musaddiq. 
and probably also by one or two Ministers 
wno only agreed to signature when tney 
lelt sure that [he Bill would not be ratified 
belore tne Majlis rose. The fact that the 
Shall was known to be anxious to secure 
the ratification of the agreement gave these 
heterogeneous elements a fallacious sense 
ol solidarity* and subsequent events may 
drive them into an even closer association. 
As the year closed there was talk of the 
formation of a ■* national front" under 
Musaddiq's leadership, 

7. When the 15th Majlis rose at She end 
of July there were still high hopes that it 
would have a more worthy successor. 
Although for a variety of reasons the Elec¬ 
toral Keformi Bill had not been passed, there 
was a great deal of talk about the freedom 
of the coming election. Tiie Shall, who now 
bore an increased personal responsibility, 
was undoubtedly sincere in desiring that 
there should be no improper pressure of any 
kind. But [ne Government was weak and 
incompetent and proved quite unequal to 
the task. As a result, the elections were 
neither free nor competently controlled, and 
public opinion reacted most unfavourably, 
The Shah was due to leave for an official 
visit to the United States in the middle of 
November, and as the time for his depar¬ 
ture drew near it became increasingly dear 
that the elections would not be over before 
he left. Moreover, in the Tehran election 
Dr. Musaddiq and several of his supporters 
who took “ bast " in the Royal Palace for 
several days b> way of protest against the 
manner in which the elections were being 
conducted, acquired a substantial lead. In 
some quarters it was feared that an attempt 
might be made to convene the Majlis on 
(he very eve of the Shah's departure, 
whether the elections were complete or not. 
There was a rapid increase of tension and, 
once again, tenskm culminated in an act 
of violence the assassination of Abdul 
Husain Hazhir* who some four months pre¬ 
viously had succeeded Mahmud Jam as 
Minister of Court. The appointment of this 
admirable but strangely unpopular man, 
which unfortunately coincided with the 
reintegration in the Royal demesne of cer¬ 
tain estates confiscated by Rtza Shah, had 
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caused widespread resentment. Although 
an experienced administrator, well-informed 
and entirely loyal, Hazfeir was conspicuously 
lacking in political sense and had made a 
iarge number of personal enemies. There 
w ere many, both in the Government and 
outside it, who suspected him of wishing to 
promote a royal dictatorship while coneen- 
I rating toe real power in his ow r n hands, 
lhe assassin was duly executed, but he 
maintained a stubborn silence until the end 
find once again no conclusive evidence was 
available about the real motive of the crime. 
But there were few- persons in public life 
wEio even attempted to conceal their satis¬ 
faction at Elazhir's death, and his funeral 
was ail occasion for open jubilation by large 
crowds in the streets of the capital. Before 
the Stahi left the country, on 15 th Novem¬ 
ber, n was decided to defer convening the 
Majlis until his return, and to cancel the 
Tehran election. Hazhir was succeeded by 
Ibrahim Hakim I, a former Prime Minister 
who had last held that office in the early 
part of i94S. As a result of these decisions 
there was a rapid fall in the political tem¬ 
perature which was sustained during the 
following weeks. The Shah was expected 
to return at the beginning of January, and 
as the time drew near tension rose once 
triorc. An agitation was started by Dr, 
Musaddiq and his Vl national front " for the 
cancellation of the elections throughout the 
Country and for the holding of fresh elec¬ 
tions on the Shah's return, 

8. As a result ol all these delays the 
Supplemental Oil Agreement may not be 
ratified before the spring or early summer. 
Hie company have made it perfectly clear 
to the Persian Government that the} have 
no intention of reopening negotiations but 
they have agreed to make them an advance 
of royalties of £6 million sterling free of 
interest for their immediate requirements, 
including the initiation of work upon the 
Seveu-Yoar Finn. The British Bank of 
Iran and the Middle East (formerly the 
Imperial Bank of Irani concluded an agree¬ 
ment with the Persian Government in 
March which was intended to enable them 
r ° continue operating in Persia after the 
termination of their concession. Owing to 
die obstructive attitude of Lhc governor of 
[ hv National Bank, who* in spile of his pro¬ 
testations to the contrary, clearly intended 
that the bank should withdraw from Persia* 
R is not yet certain whether the new agree¬ 
ment will prove workable. At the end of 
July, two frigates were handed over by the 
Royal Njvy to the Royal Iranian Navy in 
42154 


replacement lor vessels sunk during the 
operations of 1941, A number of Persian 
naval and military personnel and a party 
of pilots and air mechanics of the Persian 
Air Force are now undergoing training in 
the United Kingdom. After more than a 
years delay the Persian Government for¬ 
mally accepted in August the settlement of 
£5,700,000 in respect of their claims for the 
use by the British forces of the Persian rail¬ 
ways and ports during the war. This sum 
was subsequently written up to £8,206.676 
as a result of the revaluation of sterling. 

9. Relations with the Soviet Union have 
not improved. There has been the usual 
crop of frontier incidents, but with a single 
exception all have been settled on a reason¬ 
able basis. In May* after an acrimonious 
exchange of notes, ali Soviet Consulates 
were closed and the Persian Consul-General 
was withdrawn from Baku. Shortly before 
this happened the Soviet Ambassador went 
on leave and lie has not yet returned. His 
departure followed upon the correspondence 
referred to above and upon the refusal of 
the Persian Government in Maroh to 
accede to the Soviet Government's request 
for the withdrawal of the Persian case from 
the list of matters of which the Security 
Council is seized. During the autumn an 
agreement was reached for the shipment of 
100,000 tons of wheat to Persia from the 
Soviet Union, and most of this has since 
arrived. Soviet publicity has lost no oppor¬ 
tunity of decrying the Shahs visit to the 
United States, and the open suggestion of 
the Soviet Government in the United 
Nations Assembly that His Majesty was 
about to conclude a military alliance 
goaded the cautious Mr. Hikmat into an 
official protest. There is no doubt that the 
present regime in Persia is as unpopular 
with the Russians as they are with it. and 
e here is no sign at present ol the return of 
the Soviet Ambassador, still less of a 
resumption of consular relations. In April 
Nadir Arasteh succeeded Hamid Sayyah 
as Ambassador at Moscow and he is still 
at his post, 

10. During the summer there was a 
number of official visits, including the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan and the Afghan Am¬ 
bassador to the United Kingdom in May* 
the Regent of Iraq and Sir William Strang 
in June* and King Abdullah of Jordan at 
the end of July. During these visits, par^ 
ticularly the last, there was talk of promo¬ 
ting some form of Pan -Islamic union* either 
through an extension of the Saadabad Pact 
or in some other way, Bui. so far, such 
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talk has ted to no result, and Etie present 
attitude oi me anan and nis Government is 
distinctly lukewarm, iney are, however, 
anxious to eliminate existing differences, 
seen as tne dispute with Afghanistan about 
tne Heimand iviver, So far as Palestine is 
concerned, the Persian Goveminent would 
proDaoi) welcome an early settlement but 
they are unwilling to take any initiative. In 
December a Transit Treaty was concluded 
witn Turkey after protracted negotiations 
4 nd it ss hoped that it will stimulate exports 
from Azerbaijan, During the Regent’s 
visit in June it was decided to complete the 
delimitation oi the Iraqi-Persian frontier 
and to negotiate an agreement to regulate 
the conservancy of the Shalt-el-Arab, but 
no further action has been taken so far in 
either respect, 

!!. During the year definite progress has 
been made, under the guidance of the 
American Overseas Consultants Incor¬ 
porated and the British firm of Sir 
Alexander Gihh, with the execution of the 
Seven-Year Plan. In May the Planning 
Authority was set up under the presidency 
of the Shahs American-educated half- 
brother Prince Abdur Riza. with a former 
Prime Minister. Aii Mansur, as chairman 
of the Advisory Council, The managing 
director. Dr. Taqi Nasr. was subsequently 
replaced by the original author of the plan. 
Dr, Musharraf N all si. This change was 
imposed by the Shah with little regard for 
his brother's feelings, but in the long run it 
w ill probably help the execution of the plan- 
in August Overseas Consultants Incor¬ 
porated produced a comprehensive report, 
and at the end or October a panel of foreign 
advisers was established. Since the begin¬ 
ning of the year there had. however, been a 
marked deterioration of economic condi¬ 
tions throughout the country, due in pari to 
a severe winter and late spring sowing fol¬ 
lowed by a poor harvest, and in part also 
to a general restriction of credit imposed 


by tne governor ol tne National Bank in a 
misguided attempt to compel the merchant 
community to accept the plan and, in par¬ 
ticular, his own interpretation of si. This 
wus tne nackground against which work 
Upon the plan began. 

12. During the spring and early summer 
United States military stores and equipment 
ordered under the credit negotiated during 
Inc previous year, arrived and were dis¬ 
tributed. flic effect on the appearance of 
the armed forces is already noticeable* but 
the Persian appetite has been whetted by 
this and other factors and when the Shah 
left for the United States there was a 
growing demand for direct aid, both for 
military purposes and for general economic 
development. There was also a persistent 
tendency to draw unfavourable comparisons 
between the encouragement given to Tur¬ 
key to stiffen her power of resistance and to 
console her for her exclusion from the 
Atlantic Pact. and the comparative neglect 
of Persia, whose claim to consideration is 
felt to he quite as strong as that of her neigh¬ 
bour The Shah's visit to the United States 
appears to have been quite successful and, 
in spite of the inevitable adverse comment 
from Jichards of all colours. His Majesty's 
return was anxiously awaited when the year 
came to an end, 

13. 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to ST is Majesty's Ambassadors at Washing¬ 
ton. Moscow and Bagdad; to Air Head¬ 
quarters, Iraq, through His Majesty's 
Embassy at Bagdad; to the Commander- 
in-chief, East Indies, and the Senior Naval 
Officer in the Persian Gulf; to the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf: to the United 
Kingdom High Commissioners at New 
Delhi and Karachi; to the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo: and to all His Majesty's 
Consular Officers in Persia. 

f have. &c. 

J. H. I E ROUGETEL. 


IP J 013 2 


No. 2 


MONTHLY REPORT FOR DECEMBER 1949 

Sir J. I.e Rougetd to Mr. Be vin. (Received I2f/r January) 


(No. 4, Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir, 6th January 1950, 

With reference to my despatch No, 424 of 
7th December. 1949, I have the honour to 
submit the following report on events in 
Persia during December. The Shah con¬ 
tinued to tour the United Slates. In his 


absence, political life was virtually at a 
standstill, and action on various important 
questions, in particular the completion of 
the elections, was left to await his return. 
The Opposition press began an agitation for 
the cancellation of the elections throughout 
the country. The members of Dr. 


5 


Musaddiq’s Opposition group were released 
from the custody into which they had been 
taken after the murder of Mr, Hazhir. The 
circulation of Tudeh propaganda continued, 
but the authorities showed greater resolution 
in tisir attempts to suppress it. Economic 
life stagEiated, prices fell, and the continued 
drastic restriction of credit by the Governor 
of the Bank Me Hi aggravated the recession 
considerably; There were no developments 
of note in foreign affairs. 

Foreign Affairs 

2. The Shah continued his visit to the 
United States. The official part of the pro¬ 
gramme was, however, over by the begin¬ 
ning of December. I'here was therefore 
little occasion for speeches of political 
importance. The Under-Secretary at the 
State Department in charge of Middle 
Eastern affairs, Mr. George McGhee, paid 
■t short visit io Tehran after presiding at the 
conference of United States Ambassadors in 
the Middle East held in Istanbul .it the end 
of November, 

X Soviet wheat continued eg arrive 
regularly at Tabriz and Bandar Pahlavi and 
by the end oi the month 76,000 tons of the 
T00,000 tons promised had arrived, it was 
announced that the negotiations with the 
Soviet Government about the implementa¬ 
tion of the Caspian Fisheries Agreement had 
reached deadlock, the Soviet negotiators 
ha\mg been unprepared to make conces¬ 
sions Other than an increase of t million 
tiiib a year in the payment made to the 
Persian Government, but that the Soviet 
Government wens sending a plenipotentiary 
la Tehran for the purpose of resuming nego¬ 
tiations. Some concern was shown bv the 
Persian Government at the return to Persia 
°f h certain Komissarov, formerly press 
Blache at the Soviet Embassy mid also 
Vice-Consul at Riza iyeh during the Azar- 
baijan rebellion with which lie is believed 
to havc been co neerned On 29t b December 
a minor frontier incident was reported near 
Astara on [he Caspian coast. One Persian 
killed. From various parts of the 
country, visits by Soviet personnel have 
been reported, 

4. On Hih December the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs reported at a press confer- 
etlc c that Persia's friendly relations with 
Irii 9 were continuing. He carefully avoided 
reference to the Government's measures 
reported in paragraph 5 of my despatch 
jmder reference, about w hich little more has 
been heard, except that notices to quit have 
been served on all Iraqis in Ahwaz, It now 
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appears from information received both 
here and in Bagdad that the measure was 
based on an unwise proposal last June by 
Dr. JamaLi, then Iraqi Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, that the Persian Government should 
expel Zionists, The Persian Government 
sought to use this as a pretext for the expul¬ 
sion of all Iraqi subjects here, most of whom 
arc prosperous Jews. Mr, Hikmat also 
expressed the hope that the negotiations 
about the Shatt-ai-Arab would soon be con¬ 
cluded. At the beginning of the month, 
for reasons which arc not altogether dear, 
many pilgrims on their way to the holy 
places of Iraq were held un at (he frontier, 
and some suffering and casualties were 
caused by sickness and lack of food. 

5. The agreement providing for the free 
transit of goods between Persia and 1 urkey 
referred to in paragraph 6 of my despatch 
No 391 of 10th November was signed by 
Christmas Day, It includes duty free 
transit of goods through both countries and 
the construction and maintenance of certain 
roads and other provisions to facilitate 
transit trade. The agreement which is sub¬ 
ject to ratification by Parliament will prob¬ 
ably he of more substantial benefit to Persia 
than to Turkey, A party of twelve Syrian 
army officers arrived on 4th December for 
a visit of a fortnight, during which they were 
shown round military' establishments in 
Tehran and the provinces. On 28th Decem¬ 
ber a delegation from Jordan consisting of 
the Minister of Court, the Jordan Minister 
at Karachi falso accredited at Tehrant and 
the Mayor of Amman arrived in 1'ehran 
bringing a message to the Shah from King 
Abdullah and a present from the munici¬ 
pality of Amman to the Mayor of Tehran. 
The news of a loan of S21 million gran led 
to the Afghan Government for work on the 
Girishk barrage renewed Persian fears that 
this barrage wifi diminish the quantity of 
water reaching Sistan. 

British Interests 

6, As expected the British Bank of Iran 
and the Middle East found that the Persian 
Government were reluctant to brave Mr, 
Ibtrhaj and stand by the agreement signed 
with the Ministry of Finance on Llth 
November. The Minister gave the bank to 
understand that he wished the new r agree¬ 
ment, which would be signed by the Bank 
Mctli, to be on the same lines as the previous 
agreement but w r hen the bank’s representa¬ 
tive discussed the matter with Mr, Ibtihaj, 
he found that the latter did not accept the 
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bank's interprelatbn that deposits against 
credits owned abroad should be included 
with fc lie British bank’s other deposits and 
maintained that all such deposits against 
credits should be handed over entire to (he 
Bank Melli. The British hank refused to 
accept this new demand, and the matter has 
been left in suspense until the Shah s return.. 

Home Affairs 

7 , Mr Sit Ids Cabinet remained in power, 
but he himself was known to be anxious to 
retire There were several rumours of 
impending.changes in the Cabinet, but none 
was confirmed or verified, Qavam-us- 
SaUanch left again for medical treatment in 
Europe on 27ih December, The Minister 
of War General Ahmadi returned irom 
abroad Mr, Shahmkh resumed his posi¬ 
tion as head of the Propaganda Department, 
The Queen Mother followed Princess Ashraf 
to Europe on 5th December. 

B, There was little progress towards the 
completion of the Majlis elections. Al¬ 
though steps have been taken to convene a 
new supervisory committee tor the Tehran 
elections, the committee itself was not 
chosen, and there are still some provincial 
constituencies where electors have not yet 
gone to the poll During the counting of 
votes at Amut in Mazandaran, trouble broke 
out and the elections were subsequently 
cancelled. The so-called -l National From 
newspapers which are manipulated by Dr. 
Musaddiq and Ins supporters, demanded a 
cancellation not only of all the elections for 
the Lower House but also of the second 
stage of the Senate elections in Tehran. 
The Senators themselves met once or twice 
unofficially and set up committees to discuss 
the internal procedure and administration of 
the Senate, 

9. In pursuance of the Law Report in 
paragraph 12 of my despatch under refer¬ 
ence elections for municipal councils were 
completed in several places hut there have 
been no reports of the nominations of 
mayors. At Langarud in < iilan these 
elections gave rise to a riot in which a crowd 
broke into the mosque where the votes were 
being counted and destroyed the ballot 
boxes. 

10 The usual parade in celebration of the 
liberation of Azarbaijan was held on 12th 
December, and speeches and wireless 
addresses were given by the Chief of the 
General Staff and others on the usual 
friends. The first reaction of one of the 
equipment recently bought from the United 
States on credit was much in evidence. 


11, The Tudeh continued to distribute 
Mordant and also a special leaflet on the 
occasion of the expulsion of the rebels from 
Azerbaijan, bui the police appeared to inten¬ 
sify their efforts to prevent the distribution 
of clandestine material. On 30th December 
it was announced that ten people had been 
arrested in twenty-four hours after being 
caught distributing Tudeh pamphlets or 
writing up Tudeh slogans. A duplicating 
machine was also seized. After this, the 
Military Procurator General issued a 
communique to the effect that those caught 
distributing Tudeh propaganda would be 
regarded as public enemies and sentenced to 
from three to ten years imprisonment. 
From Kurdistan the discovery was reported 
of a secret radio transmitter—perhaps iden¬ 
tical with that referred to in paragraph 12 
of my despatch No. 391 of 10th November, 
1949" During the month most of those 
arrested at the time of the murder of 
Mr. Hazhir, including the ” National Front " 
candidates except Dr. Rnqa i, who is to 
stand his trial and also the son of Sayyid 
Abu I Qasim Kashani were released. 

12. The differences between Mr. Habib 
Nafisi iind the Minister of Labour men¬ 
tioned in paragraph 15 of m> despatch 
under reference, seem on the way to settle¬ 
ment. Under pressure from the Prime 
Minister and the Minister of Court the two 
men agreed to an armistice, under whose 
terms the Minister withdraws his letter of 
dismissal and Mr. Nafisi is granted leave 
until 12th January, 1950. But the inde¬ 
pendent unions have so far achieved little 
in their effort to break the monopoly of the 
puppet Iski Union. The Anglo-lranian Oil 
Company workers have maintained their 
refusal to allow thei r representative to attend 
the High Labour Council in Tehran, where 
a seat is now open to him, although the 
represent ative himself wishes to attend I he 
AJ.O.C union, and the other Independents 
were chagrined to find Hi day at. head of 
ISKI, elected as Middle East representative 
on the executive board of the new Trade 
Union International; their representative in 
London did not forthrightly oppose 
Hid a van's candidature, acting as it appears 
on a spurious telegram sent him in the name 
of his Tehran principals, by Hid aval's 
friends. The first reaction of one of the 
A LO C. workers to Uidayat’s election was 
!o threaten adherence to the World Federa¬ 
tion of Trades Unions* In Isfahan the 
position of ISKI, and Us leader there. 
Shams Sadri, is obscure. Sadri. having 
intrigued to discredit the independent 


unions as T udeh supporters, and at the same 
time posing as the workers 1 champion 
(though he was receiving financial and other 
support from the mill-owners and the mili¬ 
tary governor), appears to have tired the 
patience of the owners, who find him too 
expensive, and even the military governor, 
who might be expected to support ISKI on 
instruction from the general staff, talks of 
dropping Sadri. 

15, Commerce and business continued to 
be dominated by Mr. INihais policy of reso¬ 
lute and ruthless deflation by the restriction 
of credit. Fhe market, resilient though it is, 
is feeling the strain of falling prices of im¬ 
ported goods and the difficulty of selling 
Persian products abroad, especially in 
countries with devalued currencies. The 
pessimism of merchants was deepened when 
Mr. Ibtihaj in a press conference on 
Sth December, defended his deflationary 
policy with his usual vigour and said that it 
would continue until Persian prices were in 
hue with world prices. He is presumably 
satisfied that the Bank Milli can stand (he 
strain on its reserves consequent on the 
present cheapness of foreign exchange, 
specially of sterling, relative to its price a 
year ago, Presumably, however, he has 
agreed to a relaxation in favour of exporters* 
since a decree passed on 21 si December for 
the purpose of encouraging exports states 
that the Bank Milli will extend credits and 
assistance to them. The decree also pro¬ 
vides for a preferential reduction of railway 
freights and. subject to parliamentary 
approval, the remission of customs and 
municipal duties on exports and on imports 
of materials necessary for (he production 
and picking of goods for export. The 
decree's most important provision ts the 
stabilisation of the price of exchange certi¬ 
ficates He., of the margin between the 
govern mental and official free market 
exchange rales) at its present level until 
2Ht March, 1951, after which date il may 

further reduced. M r 1 brih a j’s eonfidence 
111 bK reserves of foreign exchange has also 
r vllecled in his opposition to borrowing 
abroad for the Seven-Year Plan, On this, 
however, he has had to yield and has him- 
sell submitted to the International Bank of 
Persia’s request for a loan, which the bank 
has reduced from $50 to S35 million. An 
officer oi the hank’s loan division has 
recently arrived in Tehran on attachment 
to the resident consultants of the Overseas 
Consultants, Inc., and when he has sub¬ 
mitted his report, the International Bank 
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will send a full-scale mission to report on 
the loans' advisability of loans for specific 
projects. The prospect of the supervision 
which the International Bank will certainly 
try to exercise over the spending of the loan 
has no doubt helped to persuade Mr. Ibtihaj 
to co-operate in seeking it. 

14. The Seven-Year Plan Organisation, 
whose activities during the month are 
recorded in detail in paragraph 15 below, 
still lacks direction and cohesion. As a 
result, it is in danger of wasting its time and 
money on things of secondary importance. 
Il is, of course, under constant pressure from 
unsuccessful promoters to rescue their enter¬ 
prises from failure. Examples of this are 
the attempts by the textile magnates in 
Isfahan and Yszd, by promoters of irriga¬ 
tion and electric generating installations in 
Shiraz and by a fishery company in Bushire, 
to secure finance from the plan. It appears 
that Mr, Ah Mansur, chairman of the 
Supreme Planning Council, has been in col¬ 
lusion with Mr, Ali Vakili. a prominent 
merchant and former Deputy, to secure 
orders by the Plan Organisation of goods 
for which Mr Vakili is the agent. There 
aTe serious differences between Prince Abdur 
Riz.a, who wishes to direct the organisation, 
and Mr. Mansur, whom His Highness con- 
riders the ally of his enemy, Mr. Ibtihaj. 
There has been a wave of pessimism about 
the plan: bill the popular impression that 
the organisation is a hive of nepotism and 
jobbery as grossly exaggerated. In fact, 
Mr, Ali Mansur was able to state at a press 
conference that the total number of the 
organisation’s employees, which h 958. was 
some 500 less than those of the former In¬ 
dustrial and Mining Bank, whose work the 
organisation has taken over in addition to 
its own, 

15, The projects which, as announced 
during (he month, the Plan Organisation is 
sponsoring or helping, include the improve¬ 
ment of the port of Khorramshahr (185 
million rials, repayable over a period out of 
port dues! and the cultivation and proces¬ 
sing of sugar cane in Khuzisun. The 
Persian Oil Company* whose formation was 
reported in paragraph 15 of my despatch 
No. 324 of 13lh September, is apparently 
being taken seriously by the Plan Organisa¬ 
tion, who have obtained Cabinet sanction 
for the engagement of seven foreign experts: 
Mr. Mansur announced on 17th December 
that a lest well would be drilled somewhere 
in the northern sector. The organisation has 
also engaged a United States expert for the 
port improvement scheme at Khorramshahr 

b* 2 










9 

and another to advise on the construction of 
two cement plants* probably at Meshed and 
Shiraz. Other Government development 
projects with which the Plan Organisation h 
not directly connected include one for un- 
prening the operation of the Persian Gulf 
Ports* to be directed by the recently-formed 
Ports Commission mentioned in para¬ 
graph 12 of my despatch under reference, 
and the formation of an imer-de part mental 
Board of Tourism. 

16. More than half the 140.000 tons of 
wheat bought from the United States has 
now arrived in Persian pons, besides the 
Soviet wheat referred to in paragraph 3 
above, and arrivals continue to be much in 
advance of the Persian Government's 
arrangements For storing and transporting 
them, it was reported from Bandar Shnhpur 
that 25.000 tons of wheat there had begun 
to sprout and energetic measures were pro¬ 
claimed to speed up the movement of grain 
to Ahwaz and onwards to Tehran. It was 
also announced that the Pakistan Govern¬ 
ment had agreed to deliver a further 
1 ,(X)0 tons of grain to Sistan, in considera¬ 
tion of the poor quality of grain previously 
delivered. Most of the sugar bought has 
now reached Persia* and it has been 
announced that in future half the quota for 
sugar may be imported by merchants, whose 
sales will be free of price control The 
Government will continue to import the 
other half and will sell its sugar as and 
when necessary to keep the price down. 

The Provinces 

17. The bad harvest in Azerbaijan, which 
[ reported in paragraph 16 of my despatch 
No 324 of !3ih September, i949, has led to 
serious distress end widespread unemploy¬ 
ment 3 2 per cent, of the population in 
the provinces as a whole and If) per cent, 
in Tabriz. Starving villagers flocked from 
their villages into Tabriz and others emi¬ 
grated to Tehran and are now being 
returned, as they are considered by the 


police a menace to political and general 
security in the capital. The landowners of 
Azerbaijan have been ordered to repatriate 
their own peasants from Tabriz and funds 
for the relief of destitution have been forth¬ 
coming from the Ministry for the Interior, 
the Imperial Organisation for Social Services 
and private persons. 

18. Attempts to end the stagnation in 
the textile industries of Isfahan, Yazd and 
Bu shire have still not passed the stage of 
temporary expedients. In Isfahan the 
Sh&hriza mill has started to pay off arrears 
of wages but available funds are insufficient 
to cover them all, unless the directors are 
forced to sell property bought out of profits 
during the war. A certain number of 
workers have been laid off against payment 
of substantial compensation. Less credit¬ 
ably, the already low minimum wages for 
women workers have been further reduced. 
The mill owners are attempting to get help 
(presumably financial) from the Seven-Year 
Plan, who will as a condition for granting it 
instal an inspector in each factory. In Yazd 
many workers have been dismissed without 
compensation* womens wages have been 
i urther reduced and a campaign is on fool lo 
persuade the Seven-Year Plan to help the 
mill owners In Bus hire the luimadieh mil! 
is running at a heavy loss and in danger of 
closing down, although so far wages are still 
being paid and workers have not been 
dismissed. 

19. Of the tribal areas* Kurdistan is 
suffering from the distress general in Azar- 
haijan and as a result some of the normally 
law abiding Kurds have taken to robbery; 
Per the first time for man\ mouths there 
have been robberies also on the Bushire- 
Shiraz road. The authorities at Isfahan have 
started lo conirol the entry of foreigners into 
the tribal areas of their district by the issue 
of passes, 

1 have, &c. 

J, H. le ROUGETEL. 


No, 3 


POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SITUATIONS IN KERMAN SHAH 

PROVINCE 


\fr. Consul Dundas to Mr. Bevin. 

i No. 91 Kennattsh&ii. 

Sir, 9rh January, 1950. 

J have the honour to enclose herein five 
copies of my despatch No. 1, addressed to 
llis Majesty 1 * Ambassador at Tehran, being 


{Received 25 th January) 

my report on this province for the six 
months ending 3lsi December. 1949 
I have, &e. 

R. G. DUNDAS. 


Enclosure in No. 3 
Section “A" 

Political 

introductory 

I enquired recently wny a town ever came 
into being where Kerman shah is to-day, 
since it is neither at a confluence os rivers 
nor at a junction oJ trade routes. there 
were two reasons. Firstly* it was a site of a 
pleasure palace for early rulers (hence the 
" shanan 'in its true name. Kermauishahanl* 
and secondly, it was a “ mauzill namely, a 
point six days’ journey from the last 
* manzil," for it was customary to have a 
proper halting place after six nights on the 
road, and to rest the seventh day. The first 
reason was purely ephemeral, and the 
second, by definition* involves lack of move¬ 
ment, It is not. therefore* surprising that 
stagnation is the character of this city to-day* 
A picture of Kerman shah over the last six 
months* or indeed any jier iod undis¬ 
tinguished by the impact of outside events* 
will therefore approximate rather to a still 
life than to a motion picture, although, 
incongruously enough, there will always be 
a sound track of complaints from officials, 
citizens, tribesmen and farmers against the 
very absence of motion from the picture. In 
spite of this, Kcrmansbah retains a certain 
interest for His Majesty’s Government, 
This arises from the very slender allegiance 
which tiie tribes consider themselves to owe 
to tlie Persian Government* They have 
been effectively used by us, through the 
medium of skilled political advisers in the 
last two wars, and, as they stdl! have great 
faun in us, there is no reason why they 
should not be so used again if occasion 
should arise* This report will therefore take 
the form of a picture of Kermansbah as it 
is to-day, a brief account of the elections to 
the XVi Majlis (the only event of political 
importance in the period under review, for 
the Senate elections interested only some sis 
hundred voters) and m account of the tribal 
situation as it appears to the writer, 

Kermanshah 

2. As indicated above the main character¬ 
istic of Kermunshah is stagnation, So much 
so is this the case that the fourteenth para¬ 
graph of the corresponding report for last 
year could be lifted in its entirely into this 
report 3( speaks of " an inadequate and 
wasteful water system, a heavily overworked 
power plant, and I he deplorable state of the 
streets." Kermanshah. the first city that the 
road-tnivdlcrfrom Iraq encounters in Persia* 


inueed presents a sorry aspect. The round¬ 
about at which ine traveller arrives h, d sea 
of mud set about by tumble-down houses, 
witu unpamted woodwork. Picking his way 
to the one respectable hoick the traveller 
will struggle ii- avoid huge pot-holes except 
on a snort sir etc ii ol Luc main street which 
has been aspnaltcd Ltu> year, if night falls 
lie will be greeted by a feeble glimmer of 
electric light which justifies the classic joke 
trial m Kermaosbah one has to strike a 
match to see if the light is on. If he wishes 
to telephone for anything he will be well 
advised lo send a bearer with a message at 
the same time. It is. 1 think, generally 
accepted lhat Kermunshah is the worst- 
appointed town of its size m Persia. 

3. The reason for this is to be found in 
the fact that the province has had an 
unrelieved scries of incompetent and dis¬ 
honest Covernors-Generah I have met 
corruption here which far outstrips any¬ 
thing which I met m Azerbaijan* At this 
season of the year, when people are Mock¬ 
ing up for winter and goods are flowing into 
the town, the gate tux is yielding a quarter 
of what it would yield at a less busy season, 
nind the remainder is finding its way into the 
pockets of officials. The town, situated in 
the midsL of a rich agricultural province, is 
impoverished by the mass of parasites who 
masquarade as officials* I have been begged 
again and again by citizens of all sorts anil 
conditions to do something about it because 
complaints addressed by them to the 
Governor, himself one of the delinquents, 
wilt never be heard, and complaints 
addressed to Tehran produce no results. 
Even the schools in this town, having no 
premises of their own, arc housed in rented 
buildings, and the children's uniform is 
made of the material woven for convicts. 
1 he cold weather lias brought beggars on to 
the streets, but. while there is hardship* there 
appears to be little starvation. I did pass i 
corpse in llie sired the other day* but 1 was 
told that it was the body of an opium addict 
whose poverty had deprived him of the drug 
and death had ensued. It is estimated th.it 
80 per cent, of the male adult population are 
opium addicts* the richer smoking, and the 
poorer eating the residue of the smoked 
drug. 

Elections to the X 17 Majlis 

4 It was across this quagmire of inepti¬ 
tude and corruption that the Shah made his 
clarion call for free elections. In snite of 
everything a large section of the public 
expected that the call of their sovereign 
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■you id be heard, even although the new elec¬ 
toral ! m had not lx*en parsed. They were 
doomed to disappointment, for the candi¬ 
dates themselves came down prepared to 
bribe their way into lucrative office. It was 
too much to hope that local officials would 
spurn the handsome bribes that were 
offered, and the elections went forward with 
the outward trappings of democracy, con- 
coating official intervention at every turn. 
To the general disgust of the population the 
old members were re-elected. Bribes had 
passed freely, intimidation had been 
resorted to* and ballot boxes had been 
tampered 'with. The news of the cancella¬ 
tion of the elections in Tehran came, and a 
committee was promptly formed here to 
petition the Shah for the cancellation of the 
elections in Kermanshah. It had the sup¬ 
port of the Chamber of Commerce and 
various religious organisations. The spon¬ 
sors of the petition are not very hopeful 
since new elections would be expensive and 
would be a threat to public order* They feel 
that the Shah may decide to cut his losses 
rather than risk a second fiasco, particularly 
as Oc new electoral law should become 
effective before the next elections. 

5. The failure of the free elections 
increased public resentment at the way In 
which public affairs are handled, and the 
personal prestige of the Shah undoubtedly 
suffered, ‘I here is general pessimism regard¬ 
ing the future of Iran, and the greatest 
scepticism regarding the Seven-Year Plan. 
Still, it must he remembered that the mass 
of the population of the province have been 
accustomed for generations to living just 
above the starvation line, and so much has 
stagnation become the order of the day that 
conditions would have to be a great deal 
worse before disturbances on a large scale 
broke out. 

Russian Fto^mganda 

ft As fur as town dwellers are concerned 
Russian propaganda does not appear to 
have made much headway in spite of the 
poor conditions of livelihood. Persians 
have explained this to me saying that (he 
generality of the population take hardship as 
a matter of course. There is in fact a con¬ 
tinual flow of Russian propaganda which is 
supposed to come from Tehran, and which 
is sufficiently regular to adapt itself to events 
or changes in the situation and is not merely 
an unvarying stock hand-out, A general 
nervousness about the intentions of the 
Northern Neighbour is almost the only 
reaction to world events which can be said 


to be :t pp i r en tin my cotiskle ra h le sect ion of 
the population. The question of Russian 
propaganda among the tribes will be dealt 
with in the appropriate paragraph below. 

Press 

7, The local press consists of Four insig¬ 
nificant publications, none of which appears 
more than three times a week, and none of 
which has any strong political colour. The 
principal paper, K^rmonshah* is always 
ready io public any material passed to them 
by this Consulate tending to discredit 
communism. 

Tribal 

importance of the Tribes 

S_ !n World War I. the tribes under our 
control were of positive value to us. us the 
tribes under German control were of posi¬ 
tive value to them. I think it is correct to 
say that the tribes were of rather negative 
value sii World War H. i,c.. that their 
nuisance value to fines of communication, 
for instance, would have been great if our 
political officers had no! retained their 
influence on them. While it is impossible to 
foresee what might happen in any future 
outbreak of hostilities, it is suggested that 
the military value of the tribes to either side 
must diminish as the science of war pro¬ 
gresses If lhe tribes were of great value in 
World War i it was largely because their 
traditional weapons, approximated to those 
being used by regular irmics The tribes 
still use their traditional weapons, anti their 
value as guerillas or saboteurs is correspond¬ 
ingly reduced in relation to the armies of 
any occupying or invading force. For 
instance, one tribal leader recently made a 
great fuss over the withdrawal by the local 
authorities of eight rifles issued to him. His 
total armaments were appreciably affected 
by the issue or otherwise of eight rifles. 

9. An almost axiomatic corollary to this 
is that, if the tribes were trained in the use 
of modern arms, their value would be 
greatly enhanced. If they were trained in 
mad and bridge mining and the use of, say, 
anti-tank guns, their value as irregular units 
could be considerable. 

10, Hctc tt is that the Persian Government 
find themselves on the horns of a dilemma. 
Their tribal policy, as seen here, is hesitant 
and confused. Let it be said frankly that 
the tribes distrust the Government, and in 
almost all ways fed them wives isolated from 
the body of Persia. They arc the object of 
Continual suspicion because of their unruly 
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character. They arc not provided with 
rations of Government controlled food¬ 
stuffs: they have no schools and practically 
no medical attention. They have little 
indeed for which to thank the Government. 
They are divided from Persia by language, 
and in the case of certain tribes by religious 
sect, these tribes being Sunni and not Shia, 
The Government on its side is not sure 
whether it should arm the tribes or not 
because till they would probably use their 
improved arms for banditry and cattle 
stealing, and. if pursued, would disappear 
aver the Iraqi frontier, arms and .ill, and til 
white properly armed guerillas would be 
useful against a hypothetical Russian 
invasion! it is not certain that they would 
not lake sides wnh the Russians (appearing 
initially us the irresistible force and there¬ 
fore the side to backi and turn their arms 
against the Persian Government, In this 
connexion it should be added that il is 
generally agreed that the tribes have no 
ideological affinity with Russia, and their 
defection would he instigated only by their 
desire to back the winner. The Persian 
Govern mem have adopted an unsatisfactory 
compromise. Tr ibes men get a sketchy sort 
of military training, and weapons with 
which they are not familiar arc held in 
store for issue U> them if need be. Arrange¬ 
ments have been made for their provisioning 
il cut off from their central administration. 
The immediate result of this half-hearted 
policy of the Persian Government is that 
they continue to enjoy (he complete dis¬ 
trust Of (he tribes. It is for the Persian 
Government to solve their own problem, 
and I cannot see that we could give them 
any useful advice even if asked for it The 
compromise policy, unsatisfactory as it is, 
is probably the safest, 

II. For the moment this hesitant policy 
leads the tribes to think that they arc 
dependent upon us for friendship and even 
protection. At various limes in the past 
when there was no effective Persian Gov- 
ermnem they have had a full measure of 
protection from us, and it is difficult for 
them now to understand that protection 
Against (heir Government is no longer forth¬ 
coming. The Persian authorities show 
themselves extremely touchy about our 
contacts with the tribes, and I have been 
Careful to discuss with ihem tribal matters 
coming to my notice, and continually to 
'ccommend to the tribes cooperation with 
the local authorities. Similarly last summer, 
'ten the Acting-Consul visited the tribes, 
he did so with the Full knowledge of the 


Officer Commanding the Kermanshah Inde¬ 
pendent Brigade. That officer has since 
complained to me that those visits gave the 
tribes the impression that they could count 
oh our protection, and there was a recru¬ 
descence of lawlessness. E his recrudescence 
is. I think, largely imaginary, and 1 interpret 
this as being a warning that similar visits 
next summer would be frowned upon. 

Position, of His Majesty^ Government 

17. In view of the foregoing, I submit 
ihat the policy of His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment with the tribes in Shis area must be as 
follows. Firstly, admitting that the tribes 
have lost a great deal of their former 
strategic importance, it is certainly not 
worthwhile risking friction with the Persian 
authorities, for the present at any rate, by 
having too dose relations with them* Their 
dislike for their own Government throws 
them into our arms anyhow, without any 
very great effort on our pari. Secondly, while 
rebuking them for lawlessness, we must 
retain their friendship by supporting their 
case with (he focal authorities when they 
have a genuine grievance. Thirdly. we 
must keep firmly in our minds that in the 
initial stages of a war, when our opponents 
appeared to be sweeping all before them, 
we should not count on loyalty of any sort 
from the tribes, hut ihal when the tide 
turned they would probably rally to our 
cause. Even then, we should have to arm 
them, and, if the Russians had not already 
done this, train them in the use of modern 
arms, before they would be of any great 
military value. 

Pmhr4-Kuh 

13. There is one particular area in which 
1 should wish to recommend a more posi¬ 
tive policy. Ip the Pushl-i-Kuh there has 
not been a tribal governor for many years, 
and governors sent from Tehran have 
followed one another in a wearisome suc¬ 
cession of persons anxious to eel rich quick 
and return to the capita]. There is at 
present one strong iribal candidate for the 
governorship of this area, and his nomina¬ 
tion would greatly increase our influence 
there It is proposed shortly to furnish a 
detailed report on (his question to His 
Majesty's Ambassador nt Tehran recom¬ 
mending that we should use such means as 
at our disposal to secure his appointment. 

14 Before leaving this aspect of tribal 
matters it muv be added that in general the 
Persian authorities arc satisfied with their 
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control of the tribes on the Turkish fron¬ 
tier, because the Turkish frontier control is 
good Lind tribes cannot slip over the border; 
lite> recognise that thev have little control 
over the tribes on the Iraqi frontier and 
attribute this largely to weak Iraqi control 
vv tier allows tribes to slip across the border 
without im difficulty. This is, of course, a 
typical example of Persian facility in finding 
some bod) else to blame for their own 
short-comings^ but ] consider that there is 
a substantial element of truth in it. 

Russian Influence in Tribal A reax 

15, As far as one can judge there appears 
SO be verv little Russian influence in tribal 
areas m this region, t he tribes in Southern 
Kurdistan arc surprisingly ignorant of what 
happens among the tribes in Mori hern 
Kurdistan, and 1 think it is safe to say (hat 
there is virtually no solidarity between 
them, and the prospect of an independent 
„:nd united Kurdistan holds no attraction 
for them a: all. They arc capitalists at 
heart, and like to feel that whatever belongs 
to them, even if it be only a donkey, is in¬ 
deed theirs, and its is unlikely that in the 
foreseeable future they would regard Com¬ 
munist doctrine with anything but distaste. 

]6, On the other hand these people Scad 
an isolated life and their main source of 
world news is Baku radio. I heir leaders 
claim that they do not believe a word of it. 
but the fact remains that they listen to it. 
and if the) hear anything repeated suffix 
cienily often there is always the danger that 
it will eventually conic to represent the 
truth as far as they are concerned. In any 
case the vilification of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment indulged in by Baku radio must be 
sweet music in their cars. They are not 
interested in provincial broadcasts from 
Tabriz, but they would welcome a Kurdish 
programme from Tehran, It is submitted 
that we should use our best endeavours to 
urge the Persian authorities to arrange 
Kurdish broadcasts. The Kurds do of 
course listen to Tehran as well as Baku* but 
thev understand the broadcasts in Persian 
imperfectly and arc much happier with the 
Soviet programme in their own tongue. 

17 While the tribes are neglected by the 
Central Government and are always com¬ 
plaining* I do not think that they represent 
fertile ground for Communist propaganda. 
Communism steps in when there is 1 
vacuum* f.jp.. when a down-trodden or 
miserable class of society does not know 
where to turn. The tribes are individualists* 
quite self-sufficient, and not in need for the 


lime being at least, of turning to com¬ 
munism as a doctrine of promise for the 
future* however hollow. 

18, 1 should not wish to end this section 
on tribal affairs without putting on record 
what a good servant Mis Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment have in the person of the Munsiii at 
this consulate* Aziz Mir Arjumand, who has 
been in our service tor over thirty years, ana 
whose intimate knowledge of tribal affairs 
and of recent tribal history is of great value* 

Section 4 ‘ B " 

Economic 

introductory 

19, I nc second half of 1949 brought forth 
exactly what was to be expected after the 
disastrous winter, namely shortages of 
staple commodities such as bread and fat. 
Toe repercussions of administrative con¬ 
fusion at Tehran produced here, as else¬ 
where. a shortage of sugar Local produc¬ 
tion of sugar at the Shahabud factory was 
on a very reduced scale. The slow tempo 
of agricultural life produced its effect on 
the whole economy of the province. 

20, Perhaps the most significant single 
fact in the economic life of this essentially 
agricultural province was the failure of the 
grain collection. The extent of this failure 
mav be judged from the following figures 
in a good year the Government would 
collect 35*000 tons of wheat being approxi¬ 
mately one-third or the total yield; in a 
bumper year as much as 50,000 tons would 
he collected; in the current year little more 
thun 10,000 tons have been collected- Now, 
if this were due onlv to the bad harvest one 
would deplore it as an act of God. 
Unfortunately this is not the case, and a 
pond era nt contributory factor has been the 
new grain collection legislation which is 
totally unsuited to conditions in this pro¬ 
vince" In virtue of this legislation land- 
owners were obliged to surrender to the 
Government at a fixed price a quantity of 
grain equal to 300 per cent, of what they 
surrendered in 1936. In order to evade this 
many landowners divided up their land 
a mo tut relatives until each parcel was so 
small as to be exempt from the provisions 
of the law. Some landlords on lhc other 
hand were supposed to surrender more than 
their total production Lind of course failed 
to do so. Added to this was the physical 
difficulty of grain collection from remote 
areas which had not previously been tapped. 
[ ast but not least we come up against the 
old bogey of bribery Lind corruption which 
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received an added impetus from the new 
legislation, it is estimated that much more 
grain would have been collected under the 
old dispensation. The Kermanshah urea 
diu in I act produce enough for its own 
needs, but Hamadan fell short of its require¬ 
ments and had to be provided with 
imported wheat from Iraq. 

2L A iter one disastrous year, cultivators 
saw before them the spectre of a second 
disastrous year as time wore on and no rain 
Jdh In the end late rain feif on 4th Decem¬ 
ber, just an litne to admit of seasonable 
sowing. 

22. Inis brings us to an important con¬ 
sideration about the future or this province. 
It l rains had come ten days later, sowing 
would have been hopelessly curtailed and 
the crop damned to fajlure. This is due to 
the primitive methods of cultivation and the 
very light ploughs which cannot break up 
the baked soil. It is evident that the pro¬ 
vision of heavy ploughs or mechanised 
equipment could remove this danger com¬ 
pletely and ensure a good sowing season 
with unfailing regularity, A second 
important fact is that the average yield in 
this province is in the region of only three¬ 
fold of grain sown, With improved 
met lods such as scientific crop rotation, 
renewal of seed stock, manuring .md so on* 
none of which involves a great capital out¬ 
lay, tuts province could produce at a con¬ 
servative estimate three times as much as at 
present even without bringing more land 
under cultivation. If this were examined 
by the Organisation of the Seven-Year Plan, 
ie seems likely that they would find that they 
could get a very quick return against a 
relatively small investment in equipment 
and pilot projects, and quick returns are 
necessary in, a country like this unless the 
whole plan is to be discredited in the eves of 
a population which has got neither the long¬ 
sightedness nor the patience lo wait for slow 
returns, i he foregoing observations are 
those of a layman, but if the Organisation of 
the Plan has not already examined this with 
the aid of technicians, it is suggested that a 
useful purpose might be served by their 
doing so. 

23, The crop of sugar heel was as disas¬ 
trous as the grain crops. Riza Shah’s big 
sugar factory at Shahabad which has been 


known to extract sugar from as much as 
45/JJJ tons of beet in one season, this year 
handled only /.OCX) tons of beet. 

24. The big scandal of the year, here as 
in "other parts o! the country, lias been 
sugar distribution;. For a long period sugar 
was obtainable onlv at twice the controlled 
price. Inis situation has now improved 
and sugar is mi. the market at prices only 
slightly in excess of the controlled figure, 

25. The bad crops have naturally had 
their effect on the whole economy of the 
province. Everywhere money has been 
tight, and in Hamadan particularly so, 

1 here the market has been virtually dead 
for months with very little business bang 
done. Things have not been quite so bud 
in Kermartshab where the market in piece- 
goods in particular has remained fairly 
active throughout the last six months. 

26. f he shortage of money has reflected 
itself in the activities of lhc municipality* 
although in this case, as indicated above, 
the shortage has been accentuated by mis¬ 
appropriation of public funds. Tee electric 
light supply remains inadequate and 
Irregular. Some work has been done on 
streets, mostly in residential areas, and it is 
only latterly that a stretch of the mam 
street has been resurfaced. The circus out¬ 
side His Majesty’s Consulate remains un¬ 
touched in spite of repeated representations 
to the local authorities. It will he recalled 
that over two years ago we were invited to 
co-operate in the plan for this handsome 
circus by adjusting the retaining wall of the 
consulate. Tiiis was done* and our comely 
semi-circular wall now has the consulate 
compound one one side, and on the other 
a tortured mass of rubble and stones. 

27. There have been various collections 
for the relief of the poor, but the problem 
is not one which can be solved by desultory 
charitable efforts, 

28. Copies of this despatch Hlivc been 
addressed to His Majesty's Principal Secre¬ 
tary of Stale for Foreign Affairs, the Air 
Officer Commanding, Royal Air Force, 
British forces in Iraq, and to His Majesty's 
Consular Officers at Tabriz. Kirkuk Lind 
Mosul 

I have. &c\ 

R, G, DUN DAS. 
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FA 1071/1 No. 4 

FI-KSO A* GHAN-PAKTST\N RELATIONS 
C«nvcfsafloD with tire Pmian Foreign Minister 
Sir J, Le Rougetef to Mr. Bevin. {Received 1 l)/h January) 


JNo. 22l Tehran, 

(Telegraphic) lOrii January, 1950. 

My despatch No. 445. 

Minister Tor Foreign Affairs spoke to me 
again to-day at some length about Perso- 
Afghan-Pakistan relations. He is expecting 
a visit from Afghanistan Minister for 
Foreign Affairs on 16th January. Mean¬ 
while no progress is being made with the 
Hclmanti River dispute and the latest 
reports from Persian Ambassador in Kabul 
indicate a further deterioration in Afghan 
relations with Pakistan including some possi¬ 
ble l> of Afghan i lerrta declaring a holy 
war on Pakistan. Roth Indians and Russians 
are said to be exploiting the situation to 
the full 

2. Mr. Hik mat asked me to co-operatc 
with him in urging moderation on Afghan 


Minister tor Foreign Affairs and i should 
welcome early instructions as to what line 
I am to take if any. 

3- Minister was particularly anxious to 
know whether I thought the Shah's im¬ 
pending visit to Pakistan, for which ah 
arrangements have been made should be 
deferred on account of above developments. 
I said l thought that such a postponement 
would Jo more harm than good unless it 
were demonstrably due to requirements of 
the infernal situation here. 

4. Mr. Hiknnu agreed. He thinks the 
Shah will open the Majlis at the beginning 
of February and leaves for Karachi early 
March. His Majesty is expecting a visit 
from the King of Afghanistan in February. 
This, combined with his visit to Pakistan, 
mav enable him to mediate effectively. 


BP 1013 6 No. 5 

POLITICAL VND ECONOMIC SITUATIONS IN AZERBAIJAN 
Cotrsul-Genera/ Port to Mr. Bevin {Crfmmu matted} 


(No. 7l Tabriz 

^Confidential) llth January, 1950. 

His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabriz 
presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and has the honour to transmit to 
him. with reference to Tabriz despatch 
No. 15 of 4th July. 1949, a copy of Tabriz 
despatch No. 2 of 17th January, I950. to 
His Majesty’s Ambassador, Tehran, regard¬ 
ing the political situation in Azerbaijan 
during the neriod 1st July to 31 si December, 
1949. 


Enclosure in No, 5 
Sectio n a 

In attempting to take a survey of political 
events in Azerbaijan over the past six 
months one is faced with the necessity of 
disregarding much that is either frankly 
parochial or of general application through¬ 
out Persia and of singling out such signifi¬ 


cant features as distinguish ihe period under 
review from that which preceded i(. The 
essential interest of the province, it will be 
agreed, is that it is one of the few territories 
bordering on the Soviet Union where the 
liberty of the individual is still respected 
and that its capital city can serve, in a 
modest way. as a listening post in the de¬ 
fence of the oilfields of Persia and Iraq. 
Three years have passed since Azerbaijan 
recovered her freedom and during this time 
the possibility of renewed Soviet interven¬ 
tion in the province has become less and 
less likely. On the one hand, Moscow has 
been occupied with consolidating gains in 
Eastern and Central Europe and in China 
and, on the other hand, she does not appear 
to be willing to risk the war which inter¬ 
vention in Persia would now entail. 

2. Accordingly, during the past six 
months, while in other parts of Persia 
evidence b not lacking of Tudeh Party 
subversive activity, there is nothing of great 
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importance to report regarding Soviet 
behaviour towards Azerbaijan. By the end 
of the year most of tlie 50,000 tons of 
Russian wheat, required by a province 
surely distressed as a result of an exception¬ 
ally sev ere winter, the year before, and a bad 
harvest, had been delivered by rail to Tabriz. 
Although Soviet trains brought the. .supplies 
las Persian locomotives and rolling-stock 
were inadequate to cope with the traffic) 
Persian security measures prevented the 
possibility of Communist infiltration. 
Whatever attempts may have been made by 
the Soviet radio to exploit the propaganda 
value of Moscow's gesture, Azerbaijan con¬ 
tinued to love their bad northern neighbour 
as little as ever. They were confirmed in 
their attitude by the series of minor frontier 
incidents which the Russians continued to 
provoke. The closure of the Sox let con¬ 
sulates in Azarbaijan, it was hoped, would 
be followed by the shutting down of the 
Voks Institute, the Soviet Reading Room, 
the Soviet Bookshop and the Soviet Hos¬ 
pital in Tabriz. No real justification could 
be seen for the continued existence of these 
institutions. Only the Soviet Bookshop 
was closed. In addition, the Tass corre¬ 
spondent left. 

3. The above-mentioned institutions, in 
spite of police supervision, carried on with 
their espionage and intrigue. Soviet propa¬ 
ganda, however, made as a little impression 
as ever on a people who have experienced 
Soviet methods at first hand; but, by the 
end of the year, the unsolved problem of 
the destitute villagers seeking food and 
shelter in Tabriz had brought an element of 
danger into the situation in Azerbaijan, 

4. At last, unfortunately, it was true, as 
Soviet propaganda had for so long main¬ 
tained without justification, that people were 
dying of starvation in the streets of Tabriz 
1 he danger is that those of the peasants 
who, for one reason or another, consider 
themselves to have bee Ft abandoned, first by 
their landlords and now by the authorities, 
may in despair lose their faith in their 
country and thereby fall a ready prey to 
Communist propaganda, 

5. Landlords, whether they had the means 
or not, for the most part with criminal 
short-sightedness professed themselves un¬ 
able to help their peasants in their distress, 
Ihe latter flocked into Tabriz or went to 
Tehran and were returned by the authorities 
to Tabriz. The Governor-General of Azar- 
Kiijan, with funds at his disposal, claimed 
to have sent back some 1,500 villagers to 


the countryside with supplies of food for the 
winter, but many villagers still remained 
destitute in the streets of Tabriz. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that he was severely 
criticised for not organising adequate and 
immediately effective relief measures, and 
that there was a movement in favour of his 
recall. No gratitude could now he fell for 
what M. Vidaubar may have accomplished 
for l c province since he arrived, six months 
before. Like Khalil Fa hi mi and All Mansur 
before him, he now stood condemned as a 
failure, There was no kind of sympathy 
with him in his struggle for power with 
Marshal Shahbakhti, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Armed Forces in Azerbaijan. The 
latter gave no cause for being unpopular. 
However, much power he maj liave wielded* 
he was always able to blame Ihe Governor- 
General. nominally the supreme authority 
in the province, for trie shortcomings of the 
Administration. As a result, he continued 
in office with undimmeshed prestige. As 
long av he continues to remain in his unique 
position in Azerbaijan, no Governor- 
General, however efficient and energetic he 
may be. can hone to have the Freedom of 
action necessary to carry out a long-term 
policy for the province. 


Section B 

Economic 

6. Mention has been made earliet in this 
report of the serious problem created by the 
influx into Tabriz of destitute villagers in 
search of work or food. This was some 
indication of the distress prevalent through¬ 
out the province as a result of the previous* 
exceptionally* severe winter and the bad 
harvest. In addition, there was the usual 
seasonal unemployment, together with in¬ 
creased stagnation in the economic life of 
the province, Bread supplies were 
threatened at one period but the position 
was relieved by imports of wheat from 
Iraq and the U S S R. Most of the factories 
in Tabriz found it difficult or impossible to 
seil their products. Hopes were en lertained 
that the Seven-Year Plan Organisation 
which was already financing the Mianeh- 
Tabriz railway project and other public- 
works in the province, might grant them 
financial assistance. The market continued 
to be overstocked with imported goods* 
particularly cotton piece-goods, which could 
mostly be sold only at a loss Money was 
very scarce, and tl was feared that the 
Persian Ncw f Year would produce the first 
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cr'.ip os bankruptcies. The Perso-Turkish 
Transit Agreement, signed on 25th Decem¬ 
ber. opened up the possibility of developing 
an additional nutlet for Azerbaijani pro¬ 


duce. particularly dried fruits, and of re¬ 
viving exports to Europe to their pre-war 
level. 

LESLIE POTT. 


EP 1016/11 No. 6 

POLITICAL SITUATION IN PERSIA 
Mr* Law ford to Mr. Bevin * {Received \bih February) 


(lNo, 44) Tehran , 

Sir, lOr/i February P 1950 

With reference to my telegram No. 72 of 
8th February, J have the honour to inform 
you that the Shah opened the Sixteenth 
Majlis and me First Senate in joint session 
on Hiursday, 9th February. 1950. 1 l had 
been feared that if the Majlis were opened 
before the conclusion of the Tehran elec¬ 
tions demonstrations might occur. In Lhc 
event, nothing untoward occurred and those 
who are opposed to the opening of the 
Majlis without the participation of the 
Deputies for Tehran have confined them¬ 
selves io newspaper criticism. 

2, In the course of a brief speech, the 
Shah referred first to the constitutional 
changes approved last year by the Constitu¬ 
ent Assembly: he claimed that these changes 
protected Persia from the twin dangers of 
an irchy and despotism* He expressed the 
hope that the new Chambers would com¬ 
plete the work of the Constituent Assembly 
and that they would in due course approve a 
new electoral Jaw, He went on to stress 
the importance of economic development 
and the establishment of .social justice, to 
achieve both of which ends his Government 
would make every effort. The execution of 
the Seven-Year Plan would receive particu¬ 
lar attention since in it lay the best hope 
for the country's progress. In foreign 
i [fairs, he said that he aimed at Lite main¬ 
tenance of friendly relations with his 
neighbours and with all countries in the 
world on a basis of mutual respect and that 
the principles of the United Nations Charter 
were accepted by Persia as the sole guaran¬ 
tee of international peace. A French trans- 
laitonO of the speech is enclosed herein. 

3. The first task of the new Majlis, will be 
the routine examination of the Deputies' 
Certificates of Election This process will 
probably lake some two weeks. When it is 


completed, the Majlis will then be in a posi¬ 
tion to conduct business and to elect per¬ 
manent, officers. In accordance with 
constitutional practice, the Government will 
then resign and the Shah will appoint a new 
Government which will then present itself to 
the Majlis. The first legislative business to 
come before the new Majlis should be the 
revision of Articles 4 la 8 of the Constitu¬ 
tion which deal with the si/e and duration 
of the Majlis and with the quorum rules. 
This duly was taid upon the new Majlis and 
the Senate by the Constituent Assembly, as 
reported in Sir John Le Rougetel's despatch 
No. 1800 of IGlh May, 1949, 

4 I have the honour to enclose herein a 
list! ) of the Deputies so far elected to the 
Majlis and of the Senators so far elected or 
appointed. It will be observed dial whereas 
the Shah has the right to appoint thirty 
Senators, he has in fact so far appointed 
only twenty-eight, 1 understand that one 
vacancy is being kept for a representative of 
the religious minorities in this country, 
Zoroastrian* Jewish and Christian. Tt is 
intended that there shall always be one 
minority representative in tire Senate, the 
three sects Inking it in turn to be represented 
in this way, and that the Zoroastrians, who 
are first in Persian alphabetical order* will 
be so represented in the present term of the 
Senate. It is said that the other scat is being 
kept reserved in case the present Prime 
Minister should retire from office and be 
desirous of & scut in the Senate. 

5. I shall submit my comments on the 
composition of the two Chambers when the 
Tehran elections for the Majlis are com¬ 
pleted. 

6 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Washing¬ 
ton and to the British Middle East Office. 

T have, &e. 

VALENTINE LAWFORD, 


f) Nrt printed 

Pi No 18 in Persia Volume for 394^ 
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EP 1013/11 No. 7 

MONTHLY REPORT FOR JANUARY 1950 


Mr, Lawjiird lo Mr. Be via 

iNo. ill Tehrm* 

Sir, I Ids February, 1950. 

With reference to Sir J. H. Le Rougetdi 
despaten No. 4 of 6th January, I have the 
honour lo submit the following report on 
events in Persia during January 1950, 

Foreign Affairs 

2. t hough the return to Persia of the 
Soviet Ambassador on I7lh January was 
interpreted by the then Minister for Foreign 
AiT .ui’s as u forerunner of improved Persian - 
Soviet relations, no noticeable improvement 
in fact occurred. Indeed* information about 
Soviet activities in this country caused the 
Government at one moment to consider 
the possible expulsion of all Soviet citizens 
not employed by the Soviet Embassy and 
the closing of all Soviet institutions in Persia, 
In the event, however, no action was taken 
beyond a request for the recall of Komis¬ 
sarov (see paragraph 3 of Sir J, Le Rougetel’s 
despatch under reference!. A representa¬ 
tive of the Soviet Government arrived in 
order to continue the negotiations about the 
Caspian Fisheries Agreement but the nego¬ 
tiations were suspended after a week. The 
Soviet Union completed the delivery of 
100,000 tons of wheat, and began to deliver 
the cement required for the Mianeh-Tabriz 
railway. 

3. On 2nd January; the Tehran press pub¬ 
lished the joint communique issued by the 
Shah rind President Truman on the occasion 
of His Majesty's departure from the United 
$tutes which reaffirmed the belief of both 
countries iu the United Nations, confirmed 
the determination of the United States 
Government to safeguard the independence 
of Persi i, recognised the importance of the 
Persian Seven-Year PI m and promised 
technical assistance under the President's 
Fourth Point (subject to Congressional 
approval} military aid under the programme 
recently approved by Congress* and United 
States support for Persian applications to 
the International Bank, 

4. With ihe convention of the 16th Majlis 
and (he resumption of discussion on the 
Supplemental Oil Agreement approaching, 
the Shah showed some signs of weakening 
in the support which he had hitherto 
accorded to the agreement in its present 
form. Both he and Prince Abdul Riza, 
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titular Head of the Seven-Year Plan 
Organisation, expressed the view that the 
agreement, us signed, could not pass through 
the Majlis without further concessions on 
the part of the company. In particular, 
attempts were made to interest the United 
States Government on the side of the 
Persian Government, The Prime Minister* 
however, told His Majesty’s Ambassador 
that his support for the agreement was 
undiminished. 


Internal Affairs 

5. There was much facile talk, at the Lime 
of the return of the Shah from the United 
Slates, of the likelihood of a change for the 
better in conditions in this country His 
Majesty himself defined his objectives as 
,+ work, unity ind ,i struggle against corrup¬ 
tion." Shortly afterwards Sa'id tendered 
the resignation of his Cabinet and was 
entrusted with the formation of a new 
Government. Its composition. when 
announced, was not such as to justify confi¬ 
dence that there would be any substantial 
improvement and it has so far shown little 
energy. There were, however, several 
promising appointments. The Ministry lor 
Foreign Affaires passed from Hikmat. who 
became Minister without Portfolio, to Siisi, 
a former Minister of Education. Three 
younger men were to be brought in. 
Asadulhb Alum, formerly Governor- 
General of Seistan and Baluchistan* became 
Minister of the Interior Dr, Taqi Nasr* 
formerly Executive Director of the Seven- 
Year Plan Organisation and a protege of 
Prince Abdul Riza, was invited lo become 
Minister of National Economy and eventu¬ 
ally accepted on the conditions, which were 
granted, that he should have a decisive say, 
not only in the formation of the Organisa¬ 
tion's policy* hut also in the control of credit 
and imports, The new Government's pro¬ 
gramme consisted of pious hopes and the 
usual platitudes. The only field in which it 
has displayed any activity is in the 
lL purging" of the Civil Service by reducing 
the number of posts for senior officials which 
each Ministry is allowed to include in its 
budget. 

6. The new Government had at once to 
decide whether to convene the 16th Majlis 
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cxu'vire the completion of the ichran ekc- 
SiO.ii, and alter some hesitation decided to 
do so. An important factor in their decision 
was the need to puss a budget by 
J Hit March, it lucre was to be any means 
O: paying for the administration and the 
arm.-, Meanw hile the Tehran elections were 
put m train again. On 26th January martial 
law in Tehran was raised temporarily The 
so-called ** National Front" under Dr. 
Musiiddiq continued its agitation against the 
Government's conduct of the elections and 
against the opening of the Majlis without 
the Tehran Deputies. Dr. Musaddiq him- 
seh was received by the Shah and made 
various demands* including one for the 
cancellation of the: elections throughout live 
country, all of which were refused. The 
National From was chiefly occupied in 
defending one of their number. Dr. Baqa'i, 
who was arrested for an article allegedly 
attacking the army and sentenced to one 
year s imprisonment by a Military Court. 
He gave notice of appeal 

7. Although arrests of distributors of the 
clandestine Tudeh newspaper Marti urn and 
other Tudeh pamphlets continued, the police 
had still by the end of the month been 
unable to take effective action against the 
headquarters of the Tudeh Party, wherever 
they may he. From Isfahan and Khuzistan 
came news of increasing Tudeh activities. 
The Government, tit order to complete the 
action taken it the time of the attempted 
assassination of the Shah in February 1949, 
decided to confiscate all the property of the 
former Tudeh Party atid to transfer the 
buildings to the Ministry of Education. 

8. Economic fife was considerably j fleeted 
bv the severe winter. Although the prices 
of bread, fats and sugar, of which large 
supplies have now been imported* continue 
to f h} 1 , prices for local produce rose when 


heavy snow cut oil supplies irom the towns. 
Towards Liie end of tne month tne munici¬ 
pality Oi I eh ran attempted to counter this 
by imposing maximum prices, but the only 
erteci wy*. to drive sellers oJT tne market. 
The distress in Azarbaijan was particularly 
acute and the failure of various relief 
measures led to the recall of the Governor- 
Genera] from Tabriz, Much public money 
was spent on repatriating Azerbaijan 
refugees from Tehran but there were con¬ 
tinual new arrivals and some of those 
repatriated made their way back to the 
capital. At the end of the month a delega¬ 
tion headed by the Minister without Port¬ 
folio was appointed to visit Tabriz to 
i n vest iga te condi lions in t he pro v i nee. E Ue* 
where, some nine hundred families were 
made homeless by a flood in Zahidan; and 
a much-publicised earthquake south-east of 
Bush ire caused a few casual!Lies, 

9. Investigations made by the res idem 
experts of Overseas Consultants revealed 
that the Supreme Council of the Plan 
Organisation had been approving projects 
without due regard to actual income and the 
recommendations in the Overseas Consul¬ 
tants report. The experts succeeded in 
securing the establishment of commit toes 
which should ensure more thorough screen¬ 
ing of projects. An important development 
for British interests was the decision of Sir 
Alexander Gibb and Partners to iccept the 
invitation of Overseas Consultants to supply 
the twelfth resident consultant in their team. 
He will deal with the development of water 
resources. Three British forestry experts 
arrived to take up executive posts with (he 
Plan Organisation, and it is confidently 
hoped that practical sieps will soon be 
taken for organised forestry exploitation. 

I have, &c. 

V. G LAWFORD, 
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VISIT OF THE SHAH OF PERSIA i t) THE UNITED STATES 
NOVEMBER DECEMBER 1949 

Sit F Moyer At Hint to Mr. Benin. (RectI rnl 21 at February) 


(No, J21 Confidential) UttsAiinttoii, 
f>ir. l7f/i Ftl>! a/irtf , 19F>0. 

With reference to His Majesty s Ambas- 
saderT telegram So 519, Saving, of 14th 
December, 1949* I now have the honour to 
submit a more general report upon the 
official visit paid to the United States by 


the Shah of Persia, during November and 
December of loot year. I regret that it ha* 
proved impossible to submit this report 
earlier. 

2 The Shah's arrival in (he United 
States on Iftth November was heralded by 
a statement made by Mr. Acheron at his 
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prens conference on that dav. in which he 
said — 

The Shah s visit is primarily a good¬ 
will visit which it is hoped will enable 
him lo become acquainted at first hand 
with the United States and its institu¬ 
tions. The Shah is most anxious to see 
American Indus trial, sociological ami 
agricultural techniques, matters of first 
interest to Iran right now sines that 
country has embarked on an ambitious 
seven-year programme of economic and 
social development* 

We an? happy that the Shalt is coming 
and feel confident that his visit will 
strengthen our existing very friendly 
relations with Iran." 

o. W lieu iJie Shah arrived at Washington 
Airport in the President's personal plane 
on the afternoon of Jfith November, he was 
welcomed by Mr. Tinman, Mr. Acheson, the 
Persian Ambassador in Washington, and 
representatives of the State Department 
sun Diplomatic Corps. lit the official 
exchange of greetings, the President spoke 
of his pleasure at receiving the Shah and 
of his hope that through his visit there 
might Lie an even closer mutual under¬ 
standing between the United States and 
Persia. He referred to the wartime part¬ 
nership of the two countries *' in the 
struggle against fascism. The traditional 
friendship which Itound iis together during 
tin iso troubled times has grown even 
stronger in the years since the war Your 
Majesty s visit represents the high point of 
this relationship, which will, I am sure, 
become still closer in the rears ahead/’ In 
his reply* the Shah emphasised his great 
satisfaction at being a hie to carry out Ids 
"■ long-cherished " wish to visit the United 
He went on to say that even i ref ore 
hi- arrival lie hud "seen and learned of 
the friendship of the United States for 
Iran This friendship the Government and 
P*opie of Iran reciprocate to the fullest 
degree. From them I bring you a menage 
°f warm regard and goodwill, for Iren was 
privileged lo Ik 1 one of your Allies, and to 
contribute to the triumph of the cause of 
freedom, in the second world war, Allies 
m war. we shall likewise he privileged, I 
trust, to work with the United Slates in (he 
maintenance of peace in the Middle East 
and in the achievement of liberty and 
prosperity as (he aim of all peace-loving 
peoples/* 

4. The formalities of the arr ival were on 
traditional lines, with the twenty-one gun 
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Itoyal Solute, a guard of honour at the air- 
[hut, and a drive through the capital u> the 
District of Columbia building where the 
Shah received the keys of the city. The 
Shall,"a prou&aion then drove through flag- 
decorated streets to Blair House, where lie 
wis to ,Hj>cnd the first night of his visit to 
the United States as the guest of the Presi¬ 
dent and Mre. Truman. 

5. The first official function of the ^hah s 
visit waaa State Dinner given in his honour 
by the President on the evening of his 
arrival In his toast to the Shah, Mr. Tru¬ 
man warmly acknowledged the part played 
by Persia in the war and referred to the 
similarity of outlook between Persia and 
the United Slates in their altitude towards 
their international obligations. He ex 
tended to the Shah his good wishes for his 
visit and assured him that he would tie 
given the opportunity of seeing everything 
that he wanted in the United States. In 
his reply Lhe Shah express! his ** immense 
pleasure "at being present as the guest of 
the President and Mrs. Truman, and went 
on describe his policy a* that of 
"working for peace and security in the 
exterior relations t»F Iran and working 
with no less fervour for improvement in the 
social and economic phases of Iran’s do¬ 
mestic life/ He said that in foreign 
relations he cherished 11 the ideal of loyal, 
non-aggressive cultural and economic rela¬ 
tions with our neighbours and with all 
nations of the world in the light of the 
United Nations i Turner and that his most 
sincere wish wo* " to extend and develop 
the cordial relations existing between Iran 
and the l nited States. Iran needs the 
friendship of the United States, and the 
value of the unfading friendship of Iran 
for your great country is, to my profound 
•satisfaction, riot unappreciated among the 
American people. Wc are grateful for 
what has betm accomplished in the past, for 
wire! is now iii prospect and for our hopes 
of even closer cc-operaLion and intensified 
help in the future. If Iran gets tedum-al 
and material help from rile United States* 
she on her part will contribute, as she has 
so often in the past, to the mosaic of world 
prosperity and the- deepening of the cul¬ 
tural values of the West The Shah s 
speech ended with an invitation to the 
President to visit Persia—“ nowhere in the 
world will you find a wanner or more heart¬ 
felt welcome * r —and the happily-expressed 
sentence that " To-night, Mr. President, as 
your guest at Blair House, I know I shall 
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sleep well and drcnm true, for I shod be 
Iti the house of mv friends/' 
d. riti- speech set the ]>at lern of much 
that vi'ji- to follow during the rest of the 
tour St was at once dear that there was 
In he no diffidence about requests for addi¬ 
tional United States help and there was 
ahead} a good indication from the Shah’s 
i i ill shed performance at L lie welcoming 
tercmonie-s and in Iris first speech, that the 
public relations angle was not to be neg 
let toil. He had made a good start; to the 
District of Columbia Commisrioners, he 
referred In glowing terms to the capital, 
with its historic past and its splendid 
buildings and avenues, of which even a first 
impression was sufficient to assure him that 
*■ Washington hr claims to distinction have 
not been exaggerated ”; to the President, 
he emphasised the deep impression made 
throughout the democratic world by his 
effort* in the cause of peace and freedom; 
he attended a football game as guest of 
George Washington University and brought 
them luck in beating a close rival; he 
praised American women. American ears, 
and American mass production technique; 
while explaining the methods of Persian 
rug manufacture to Mrs Hooscvelt, he was 
careful to emphasise that child labour had 
been abolished in this industry; he was 
photographed doing all the right things at 
the appropriate moment In consequence 
the Shah received warm and indeed eu- 
diusi rustic press coverage almost from the 
moment of his arrival. Much of the credit 
of this should no doubt go to the Shoh him¬ 
self for his evillent friend lineasi and ease of 
manner, his adept handling of a press con¬ 
ference or of an awkward situation, and his 
ready and outspoken answers to questions. 
There is no doubt, however. that an im¬ 
portant contribution was made hy Mr. 
Henry Suvrlam, a veteran American 
journalist with considerable experience in 
the field of public relations, who wan en¬ 
gaged by the Shah as his advisor on the 
latter aspects of hie tour- 

7 The skilful handling of the problem of 
pre-^ relation^ was evident at the Shall 1 * 
first press conference on the second day of 
his visit. This was held at Prospect House, 
where he stayed for the remainder of his 
lisle to Washington as the first occupant 
of this house which had then been newly 
leased by the United States Government as 
a residence for important visitors. The 
Shah emphasised the strategic situation of 
his country which he said was "* important 
to all other countries and the whole security 


of the Middle East and the family of the 
world." He said that mi these grounds he 
would definitely ask for increased United 
States military and economic aid, and that 
he would do his best to encourage American 
business Investments " which will i>e of 
great value both to the investors and to us/’ 
Questtuned mt whether he planned to marry 
white in the United States, the Shah, who 
was described hy the press sis '* inalri- 
moniuliy eligible." replied thfti he did not 
" think that is part of an official visit/" 

H, In responding to the toast at the 
dinner given in his honour on 17th Novem¬ 
ber by the Secretary of State, the Bhah 
referred to the confirmation provided by 
Mr. Acheron’s statement in connexion with 
the signing of the North Atlantic Pact of 
the fact that " in the United States we 
have a great and powerful ft lend: and we 
should like to think that Iran's friendship 
is aUo not unappreciated among Amen 
cans." He reverted to a similar theme on 
the next evening in proposing the toast of 
the E ^resident he a dinner which he gave 
in honour of Mr, and Mrs. Truman. 
Karlier in the day the Shah had had a dis¬ 
cussion with the President and a meeting 
with the Joint Chiefs of Suit., of which a 
report was given in telegram No. f>19 T 
Saving, of 14th December. 1949. During 
the course of a full day’s engagement*, he 
had also spoken ft I a luncheon meeting of 
the overseas writers. His disavowal of the 
description of “ oriental potentate " and 
Ids preference for that of Sl working 
monarch was the subject of much favour 
able comment During the course nf hia 
speech to the club, he again underlined hi-* 
desire to secure additional external assis 
tance for his country, saying that, “ wc hope 
for American technical and material assis¬ 
tance. We hope, under proper safeguards, 
to interest American investors in Iran, 
Iran offers a favourable field, we believe, 
for the working out of the magnificent con¬ 
cept embodied in Point 4 of 1’ rest dent 
Truman’s Inaugural Address/’ 

H On the last day of his stay in Wash¬ 
ington, the Shah received and addressed 
the Persian colony In this speech he con¬ 
centrated on the requirements necessary to 
improve the internal position in Persia. 
He said that his country's ** crying need 
was +1 for more social just it* through the 
elimination of distinctions and discrimina- 
[irins—a new concept of jiMice which is 
based on the rule of law He em nuriiged 
his listeners to cultivate and to take hack 
with them to Persia M the American way of 
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I i fe - ha rd w a rk. produeti ve power* i nveii- 
live ability and respect and obedience for 
the law No full text of the speech was 
published here and in that part of it which 
was made available ihe remark:!, quoted in 
paragraph I of Tehran despatch No. 406 
jD 21 371 40) nf 24th November* 1049, 
did i s ot n fi pea r al EI n aitgh t hey a re ge ne rally 
in keeping with the main tenor of his 
speech 

It) Ou 20th November, the .Shah, 
accompanied hy M. Ala, left Washington 
for New York where he staved five da vs, 
He earned om a full programme on [he 
lines set out in the enclosure to 
Chu Emery letter to Lhc Eastern l>epartmeiit 
(3fil 16 4ft) of IGth November, 1949, The 
highlights of his visit included the 
traditional ride up Broadway from 
Bowling Green to the City Hah where he 
was received by the mayor; a civic 
luncheon at the Waldorf Astoria; a visit 
and address to the Assembly of the Uni tod 
Nations; the opening of an exhibition of 
Persian art at the Metropolitan Museum, 
and ■l i^its to Princeton University, West 
Point* and Hyde Park. The Shah also 
attended a number of receptions and other 
functions in his honour* 

11. Public reaction was reasonably 
friendly. A crowd of about 500 were on 
hand to witness his arrival at Pennsylvania 
Station ami at least 2()O,0OO persons are 
reported to have lined the route of his 
drive up Broadway. Police preparation* 
were on the Presidential scale, the escort 
including forty detectives and fifty motor 
ey. !c polu'emen. Newspaper publicsEy was 
Vj - r y a , i <m j imt e. I he si a i dr r V r hc ) 'oi-fc 77 m - v 
and Htrmid Tribune striking their usual 
solemn notes, while the evening press and 
the more sensational dailies had some 
gentfi* fun on the subject of oil, feudalism, 
and Persia's economic position. 

12 The Bhah’s reported remarks 1 urge!y 
■ oncen crated on the need for economic 
ass is lame to Persia, for which he said that 
his country required B250 million to com¬ 
plete i he Seven-Year Ulan, and for modern 
military defensive equipment As regard* 

1 he Utter, lie stressed that ilie defence of 
Persia was critical in the genera] strategic 
picture of the Middle East, and that its 
military preparedness was at present 
' inadequate.’ It was in his speech to the 
Ootinctl of Foreign lielationa that the Shah 
gave the most explicit statement of hi* 
hopes for closer relations between the 
1 hi tel States and Persia, He expressed 
the view that Persia was a country in 
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which " President Truman's magnificent 
concept, embodied in Point 4 of his 
Inaugural Address, can be made good with 
special effectiveness. My Government and 
people are eager to welcome American 
capital, to give u all possible safeguards, 
W e want to work* with the aid of American 
engineers mid other technical and indus¬ 
trial advisers, for the economic development 
and general welfare of Iran and a contri¬ 
bution tn an improvement in the living 
standards of toe world, Iran needs 
American collaboration—in her national 
defence, in her etotiojniu development, in 
the achievement of social progress based 
Upon increased production and a higher 
standard of living. The relationship 
between our two countries has l»wn long. 
Now, [ hope, ir is to Income closer than 
ever." 

13. The ec was a slight contretemps at 
the United Nations when the Bhah began 
to read the wrong speec h, hut this was nor 
played up by the press. Indeed, by his 
presence of mind, the Bhah turned the 
incident to Ids own advantage since, when 
asked at a subsequent press conference fm 
his impression of the United Nations, he 
was quick to reply “ 1 was so impressed I 
chose the wrong speech/' 

14 On 25ih November the Shah and his 
official party Hew to Detroit in one of the 
President 's planes. The main feature of 
his visit lo this city was n tour on the first 
day of the General Motors plant, with u 
dinner given in bis honour the some evening 
by the General Motors Corporation. In 
his speech al Else dinner the Shah 
emphasised the part which Detroit could 
play in the industrial development -d his 
country—" Iran need*add would welcome 
the help of American invention, American 
industries and American know-how' and 
fthnw bow in the development of Iran along 
modem scientific and technological lines." 
He pointed out the need for mechanised 
equipment to increase agricultural produc¬ 
tion, and declared his confidence that 
American aid would be forthcoming. He 
is also understood informally to have told 
Mr. U E. Wileon, president of General 
Motors, that one of the reasons for his visit 
was Lo persuade General Motors to tDo¬ 
st met at least one assembly plant in Persia, 
and that he hoped to get trucks and 
passenger care For his country, Wilson is 
reported to have replied “ Well I ntider- 
starul that you have a little oil over there 
Your Majesty. Sd I guess we can work out 
a trade." 
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15, On the last clay of Ills stay at 

Detroit, the Shah flew down to inspect tile 
Wright-i&uterjsoit Air Forte Tbo 

next day he How in Fort Knox in Kentucky 
where he inspected Lite Armoured Centre, 
(tfis lock rather deserted turn at this point 
since, while touring the Officers' Club, he 
took a turn at a slot machine and at onc-e 
hit [he jack-pot which failed to pay off, 
much to the embarrassment of the conduct¬ 
ing officers,) The Shah spent the last 
couple of days of the month on a visit to 
the Grand Canyon area and then, after 
Looking over agricultural projects at 
Fhnnix, he arrived at San Diego on the 
Went CrKisL on 3rd December, While he 
waa there, the Bhah inspected the aircraft 
carrier T^Ucy Fnru> ana then in (he even¬ 
ing he flew on to Los Angeles, piloting 
himself in the Navy's 11 Constitution 
aircraft for a large part, of the ilight. The 
main item of the programme in Los Angeles 
w&s a visit to the Lockheed Aircraft works; 
he was Lavishly entertained hv the presi¬ 
dent of the company and taken on a 
particularly extensive tour of the plant. 
His comment at the end was that " it will 
take many generations for (he Iranians to 
organise ft plant like this;/’ Most of the 
rest of the Shah's three days * 1 visit to Los 
Angeles was spent sight-seeing; it was 
a pnKiss attended with considerable 
publicity, thanks in a large part to an ill- 
judged exhibition of car driving which 
caused the headlines in the next day's 
papers to proclaim that the M Shall of Iran 
gives lesson in how not to drive a car”; 
it was the only public relations lapse of the 
lour, 

16. On 7 th December the Shah flew to 
Sun Valley, Idaho, where he was to have 
spent some ten days on a skiing holiday. 
However, a combi nation of too much 
publicity and too Little snow caused him to 
change his plans and he Left almost at once 
for San Frand soo where he spent about a 
week on a private visit before Hying hack 
to New York, 

I", One of the Shah's lost public 
engagements was in New York ni a dinner 
given by the Colombia University na 18th 
December at which the announcement was? 
made of the establishment hv the University 
of a Centre of Iranian Studies. In wel¬ 
coming this development, (he Shah said 
that it would help to bring at tout fc * a work¬ 
ing partnership " with the United States 
which would “ benefit the world ' " and he 
also urged the United States to provide 


Persia with ‘"all the techniques that 
would enable us to become a modern 
industrial State with a high standard of 
living/' 

IS. Most of the last few days of the 
Shah s stay were spent in undergoing i 
medical ebevk-up in a New York hospital. 
The doctors apparently found nothing 
physically wrong with him except that he 
had been overworking—a state of affairs 
which is probably to be expected in anyone 
who is called upon to undergo thfe rigorous 
hospitality of an official visit to the United 
Stales, 

If), The Shah left the United Slates from 
New York by privately chartered aircraft 
on 30th December. At a press conference 
given before be loft, he spoke of an “ under¬ 
standing " having tieen reached 11 between 
two sides seeking truth and honesty " and. 
on the day of his departure, a four-point 
joint statement on the relations between 
LYrsia and the Loiled States was issued 
from the White House. A copy of this 
statement 1 ) is enclosed. In its first two 
paragraphs the statement emphasise* the 
support of both countries for the I tilted 
Nations si e id reaffirms the ” great interest 
of the United States in " the mam tenants 
of the independence arid integrity of Iran " 
The third paragraph sets nut the proposi¬ 
tion that a sound ami prosperous economy 
provides the best basis for Persia]i inde¬ 
pendence, which stresses the import am con¬ 
tribution to this cud which can 3 » made 
bv the successful completion of the Seven- 
Year Plan, Assurance was accordingly 
given that the United States (iiovermncni 
would support Persian applications to the 
International Bank for Eecotiatmction and 
Development for "* economically justifi¬ 
able loans, and that Persia would he 
included in planning under Point Four. 
For his part, the Shah acknowledged the 
economic importance of increased private 
capital investment in Persia and pledged 
his Government to "consider measures to 
be taken to encourage such investments/* 
The last paragraph of the joint statement 
referred to the policy of the United States 
of helping free people to maintain their 
freedom " wherever the aid which it is able 
to provide can he effective " and mentioned 
the military assistance already approved 
for Persia. In conclusion the undertaking 
wots given that "(he United States will 
continue to bear in mind Iranian defence 
needs in connexion with further foreign 
assistance which may be considered hy the 
United States Government 


20, A Iso enclosed is a copy of the letter!') 
dated 7th January which the Shah 
addressed to the President after his 
return to Tehran. He expressed lus 
thanks to the President and Government 
and people of the United States for his 
" lavishly hospitable reception " and his 
gonlidence that “ tong-staiuling relations of 
friendship and understanding which have 
existed untarnished between our two 
con Vi .tries will continue to lie fostered and 
strengthened to the good of our peoples 
and the cause of a lasting peace/" 

-1 From the Shah s point of view (he 
vi.dt was obviously successful in showing 
him as much of the United States in six 
weeks could allow and in enabling him to 
establish personal contact with tin? Presi¬ 
dent and leading members of the United 
'Slates Government and Administration 
The understanding of the American scene 
which he must thereby have gained should 
help to remove some of the misapprehen¬ 
sions on his part which seemed previously 
on occasions to have interfered with the 
smooth flow of United States-Persian 
relations. His visit was certainly a model 
of good management in the held of public 
relations so that be w as not only successful 
its putting across his own likeable 


personality, bat also in pointing a plausible 
picture of "democratization" of Persia 
and of the identity of outlook and interest 
between his mvii cumury ami the United 
Slates, It was the AW York Time# which 
commented on the day after his departure 
that “ we pledge aid to Iran because we 
are 3with pledged to seek the same good 
ends/' As a comment on the Shahs visit 
perhaps one which seems to lx? fairly 
typical of the general United Stale? 
reaction was the remark made by a police¬ 
man on duty at the airport who. as the 
Shah's plane left the ground, nodded and 
said “Nice Guy/ 1 Such a remark must 
certainly have given satisfaction to all 
those responsible for organising the visit, 
si nee it is pretty certain that two months 
earlier Buraia had hardly entered into the 
scheme of international relations of the 
average American; still less had he formed 
any personal ideas about a rather mythical 
person known us " the Shah/ J Even in 
present-day international relations it is the 
" nice guy w ho stands a better chance d 
getting a helping hand 

'22 I am sending a copy of this despatch 
to Tehran. 

I have, &c, 

K. H. IIOYER MILLAR 


i 'i Xcit printed. 


Mo. 9 

MONTHLY REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 14*50 

Ur, Law ford io Mr. Bcvin. (Received 1 }ih March} 


(No. 77) Tehran, 

Sk, Jrtf March, 1950. 

With reference Lo my despatch No, Si of 

I 7th February, l have the honour to submit 
the following report on events in Persia 
during February 1950, 

Foreign Affairs 

A On 18th February a Treaty of Friend¬ 
ship between Persia and Pakistan was 
signed in Tehran, Plans for the Shah's visit 
Pakistan between 1st and 16th March 
have been completed and published. The 
balance of Persia's relations with her two 
mutually antagonistic Eastern neighbours 
ls to be preserved by the forthcoming visit of 
the King of Afghanistan, now fixed for the 
Ia$L days of March. During the month a 
special representative of the Indonesian 
Government, M Radcn Haji AbdoclJtadir, 
spent some days in Tehran as the guest of 
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the Persian Government. The object of his 
visit was to establish contact with the 
Persian Government and to discuss the 
possible establishment of diplomatic 
relations. 

Internal Affairs 

5. The Shah opened the Senate and the 
Majlis on 9th February, Both bodies dealt 
speedily with the credentials of their mem¬ 
bers and wj(h the election of officers. 
M. Hasan Taqlzadch was elected President 
of the Senate and M. Kira Hikmat (Presi¬ 
dent of the 15th Majlis) was elected 
President of the Majlis, Both Chambers 
were formally constituted for the trans¬ 
action of business on 23rd February. In 
accordance with constitutional custom* 
M, Sa'id then resigned The Shah at once 
invited him to form a new Government 
without, as has been the practice since his 

C* 2 
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accession* first ascertaining from the Majlis 
me name of Hie man most likely to enjoy 
their confidence as Prime Minister. The 
new Cabinet differs but little from tJie out¬ 
going Cabinet; Dr. Tuqi Mnsr and Amir 
AsaduILh Alum, lhe two most interesting 
appointments to the last Cabinet, appear 
m tne new Cabinet* the second-named at 
the Ministry of Agriculture instead of the 
Ministry of the Interior. 

4, Voting m the Tehran elections took 
place in an atmosphere of apathy; at the 
end of the month the counting of the votes 
was still proceeding, with Dr. Musaddiq 
and three member* of the Vr National 
Front ‘ holding the first four placcs. 

5, The Tudeh (Communist) Party eon- 
linues to be active and the authorities are 
still unable to prevent the printing and 
circulation of its propaganda, including ihe 
clandestine weekly newspaper Mardum* 
The authorities were given a reminder of 
the popular discontent which gives Tudeh 
propaganda its appeal when several hun¬ 
dred unemployed men demonstrated in 
front of the Majlis building on 25th Febru¬ 
ary, h has since been announced that 
3.030 unemployed men have been given 
work on road-making in and around 
Tehran. The public-spirited officials who 
have been concerned with the establishment 
of the Persian Ministry of Labour and ihe 
elaboration of labour and social insurance 
legislation were much encouraged by the 
visit to Tehran of Sir Guildhaume Myrddin- 
Evans, Deputy Under-Secretary of the 
Ministry of Labour. 

6, The Princesses Shams and Ashraf 
returned to Tehran during the month. 

7, Severe weather m the first pari of the 
month continued to block communications 
and hamper economic activity. The mission 
to Azerbaijan was held up by snow for 
some days but eventually reached Tabriz. 
It has now returned to Tehran and it is 
announced that, as a result of its report, 
32,000 to its of seed grain is to he sent to 
Azerbaijan by the Ministry of Finance. 
4.400 tons of wheat is to be sent for the 
needy (up to 40 kilog, p£ f person for about 
120.000 persons), a commission has been 
set up to Investigate the people's complaints 
and fifty to sixty local officials are to be 


replaced. As a result of the precautions 
taken by tne Anglo-Jranian Oil Company in 
building up stocks in Tabriz there was no 
recurrence of the serious shortage of oil 
products experienced last winter in Azer¬ 
baijan : in other parts of the country also, 
and especially m Tehran, stocks of oi. pro¬ 
ducts arc holding out well* contrary to 
expectations of deficiencies towards the end 
of tiie winter. 

K. Early in the month the new Minister 

of National Economy* Dr Taqi Nasr, 
arrived in Tehran from the United States 
with the evident intention of making 3iis 
presence felt in economic affairs, it is 
reported that there has already been a clash 
between Dr. Faqi Nasr and M, Ibtihai on 
questions of credit policy, in the presence 
of the Shah. Dr. Taqi Na$r i s understood 
to be drafting a decree which provides for 
the full mobilisation of the Bank Mclli 's 
cash holdings for economic development, 
and also to be pressing for the establishment 
of a Plan Bank, proposals which will en¬ 
counter bitter opposition from M. Ihtihaj 
The manoeuvres of the opponents of Ali 
Mansur to secure his removal from the 
Plan Council Continue and the latest rumour 
is that he is to be given an ambassadorial 
appointment. Meanwhile, overseas consul¬ 
tants’ experts arc still finding difficulty in 
selecting projects which the International 
Hank would consider bankable and sense a 
passive resistance on the part of some senior 
officials of the organisation towards 
financial aid from the International Bank 
at this juncture, A Swiss accountant and 
seven Swiss oil geologists have joined the 
Plan Organisation, Three officials o! the 
United -States Department of Agriculture 
spent is few days in Tehran towards the end 
of February, examining proposals for 
economic and social reforms and Persia’s 
possible needs for technical assistance under 
President Truman’s Fourth Point The 
State Department recently informed the 
f.lotted States Embassy here thin it was in 
process of recruiting several experts, mainly 
agricultural, for temporary service in Persia 
under the Smith-Mundt scheme. 

I have. &e, 

V, G, LAWFORD. 
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El 1 \m *2 No. 10 

anglo-peksian relations 

His Majesty s Ambassador presents his Credentials to the Shah 

Sir F. Shvphvi-d to Mr. Bmin. {Reeeh-vd March) 


(No. 97. Confidential) Tv, hr an , 

Sir, 20M March, 1U5U, 

I have the honour to report that l 
presented credentials to His imperial 
Majesty the Shall this morning at the 
Marble Taint e, This is a square building 
set in ji largish garden, and the expedition 
was something of an ordeal since the 
fifteen members of my staff and myself* 
accompanied by the Chef de I Yotocole, 
disembarked from our cars at the garden 
gate and marched in a procession 
(extremely slowly since the Chef de 
Protocols? was suffering severely from 
agthtna) round to the entrance to the Palace 
on the far side, where a guard of honour 
was drawn up and the British National 
Anthem was played, After the ceremony 
the priKi'ssiou completed the circle in like 
manner* This proceeding was not without 
interest to His Majesty, who was observed 
to hr peeping from an upper window at the 
procession as li made its way round the 
I "alaee. 

2 In presentipg my Letters of Credence 
and the Letters of Recall of my predecessor. 

1 said that t was sensible of the honour 
which hail been done me in appointing me 
as Ambassador to His Majesty’s Court, 
ami expressed the hope that I should be 
able to i. hi iducL my mission in such a manner 
u> 11 •- strengthen the bonds of friendship 
between the two countries which were so 
iiri|K>rtatd for the peaceful development of 
the world I thereupon conveyed to the 
Shah a personal message from His Majesty 
The King, who sent his regards and 
expressed the hope that His Majesty hud 
enjoyed bis visits to ihe I'm led States and 
Pakistan : The King had charged me to 
assure the Shah of the interest he took in 
what happened iu Persia, 

3. After 1 had presented the members 
of my si all I he Shah took me into an 
adjoining room where he retained me for 
about forty minutes while he ran lb rough 
the problems of Persia so far ns they 
affected relations with Great Britain, 

+, He said that he was of the opinion 
that, the only means of conducting relations 
between m was that of complete frankness. 
He had adopted this methyl reciprocally 


with my predecessor and hoped to be able 
to continue in the same manner with myself. 
He then said that Persia was the only 
country which had received no arista me 
from the West after the war, and be was 
unable to understand why this had been the 
< ase. I l was of great importance that there 
should he u stable Government in the 
country and it was to the interests of the 
Western Towers, and especially Great 
Britain, that this should be so. lie was 
aware that people were apt n> say that 
Persia was a rich country, on account of 
the proceeds from her nil. but she was faced 
with a number of difficult problems. It 
was unfortunately (he case that there was 
a lack of discipline among politicians ami 
there vrCn no politic I parties which could 
Ik' utilised for the creation of a stable 
Government, In this connexion he said 
that although his present Prime Minister* 
Sa’td. should have terminated his Ministry 
about six months ago. he had requested him 
to remain in office for the present for the 
sake of continuity and stability. He went 
on to say that a great deal was being said 
in the press and elsewhere regarding the 
support of tlte British Embassy for this or 
ih&t politician, and that this tended to 
impede good relations Ik* tween Persia, and 
Great Britain. 1 said at once that I had 
heard that Midi rumour* existed but that i 
could assure him that neither the Embassy 
nor mi y me in be rs of its staff were authorised 
to express any preference for any particular 
Persian politician, and I found it impi.-- 
sible to believe that they had indeed done 
so It was the polity of Hi* Majesty s 
Government not to intervene in the internal 
affairs of other countries, and this was a 
policy which I should he careful to follow 
during my tout- of duty at Tehran. The 
Khali went on to say that any disi ussions 
regarding Persian political affairs should 
take plm’e between himself and myself 
This was the only way in which he could 
profit from the great experience and wisdom 
in foreign affairs which characterised 
British Governments, 

3 He then reverted to the need of Persia 
for foreign assistance, and ! said that it 
seemed to me that the Seven-Year TUn 
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contained ilie necessary elements f or the 
creation of a stable and prosperous com¬ 
munity Tile Shah agreed, but said that 
what was wanted was not so much 
grandiose schemes for large dams but the 
immediate provision of smaller develop- 
merit siihemes such ns the provision of 
pumps* Ira* tors and locomotives which 
would have a more immediate effect. T 
sail! that this was undoubtedly the tawe, 
but that at the same time it was difficult 
1 1 f visualise scheme of widespread 
economic reform which could fa- put into 
effect with any great rapidity. The 
economic reorganisation of the country was 
essentially a rather long-term matter anti 
involved i in portent schemes which could not 
be effective overnight hut which should not 
ob that account be neglected. 

d The Shah then returned to (he Supple¬ 
mental Oil Agreement and staid that there 
were difficulties in the way of its ratifica- 
tion, There were jurople who said that the 
oil company itself were not anxious for 
ratification . they ware sceptical us to the 
real desire of the company to double the 
amount of iheir payments to the Persian 
Government, I said that I was quite con¬ 
vinced that the company them selves, as well 
as the British Government, wanted the 
agreement tin be ratified as soon an possible. 
I had made some attempt to familiarise 
myself with the agreement before coming 
to Tehran and my personal impression had 
been that since it had been negotiated at 
a period of great prosperity and high 
prices, and since prices were now showing 
sign* of falling, it would be very much to 
the advantage of the Persian Government 
to secure ratification of the agreement as 
unit kly as they could. The company had 
expressed some doubt as to their wisdom in 
guaranteeing so large an amount m 
million in participation of the company s 
a Tin Lift! distributions, and I was fairly nure 
in my own mind that the present Supple¬ 
mental Agreement represented the frontier 
hcvoiid which the tympany could tiot go. 

regards their willingness to increase 
payments to the Persian Government to 
such an extent. I pointed out that the com¬ 
pany had themselves admitted that the poet- 
war increase in production bad made it 
only fair that a new agreement should he 
made: I did not claim that the company 
were being philanthropists, but they had 
honestly recognised the change in condi¬ 
tions and had done their best to meet it. 
There were people who seemed to think, that 
the company had not given enough, and this 


■did not seem to square very well with the 
criticism of those who enquired why they 
were giving so much. The Shah took these 
[mints very well, and said that he himself 
was extremely anxious that the agreement 
should he ratified as soon as possible. It 
w as. however, difficult to explain the agree¬ 
ment to the public, and in this respect the 
company had not been very helpful. I said 
that I thought the company took the view 
lhat since the agreement had been signed 
by the Persian Government it was the 
hitler's business to explain it to those con¬ 
cerned : i understood however that this 
point was under consideration hy the com¬ 
pany. He then referred to the prevalent 
argument against the agreement that the 
British Government was receiving in taxa¬ 
tion as much as or more than the Persian 
Government, I said that in this regard it 
must bo remembered that the present rate 
of taxation in the United Kingdom was 
abnormally high and was [he result of an 
abnormally difficult post-war economic 
situation, It was to l^e hoped that this 
situation would gradually improve and that 
taxation would therefore eventually tie 
lowered. When this came about it was 
evident that the share of the British 
Government would decrease propor¬ 
tionately to the share of the Persian 
Government, which was guaranteed by the 
rate of royalty and by the participation 
guarantee. The Shah then mentioned that 
he had heard that the Americans were 
negotiating a new agreement with Saudi 
Arabia which might result in a higher rate 
of royalty, I said that I had heard nothing 
of such a new agreement, but that I hail 
seen figures which indicated that the rate 
of royalty accruing to the Persian Govern¬ 
ment under the Supplemental Agreement 
was higher than that paid to any other of 
the Middle East countries. 

7. As regards Persian foreign relations, 
the Shah mentioned that relations with the 
Union nf Soviet Socialist Republics were 
difficult: there were no countries, except 
the satellites, with which Russia had 
friendly relations. Partly for this reason, 
and partly because of the predominant 
position of Great Britain in the Middle 
East, he regarded it as imperative that 
there should exist a reciprocal friendship 
between Great Britain and Persia. He 
quoted a? instances of the special position 
of Great Britain in the Middle East the 
British treaties w ith Iraq, the prestige and 
friendship enjoyed hy the United Kingdom 
in Pakistan, and British influence in Egypt 


und cm the Suez. Canal. British interests 
in this region were very great, and it 
followed tluit friendship with Persia was 
of great important:?. It was no longer a 
question of Russian and British zones of 
influence* in Persia There could he no 
ret turn to J9U7: British interests rested 
now on the Persian frontier with Lbe Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics In die case 
of an attack on Persia, he was certain (but 
the Anglo-Iranian oilfields would be 
destroyed within two months. \\ ith the 
strategic importance of Persia in mind, he 
considered it a strung British interest that 
the political and economic stability of the 
country should be- assured. He was nut 
satisfied wiih the present condition of the 
country, and was afraid that the subversive 
activity of communism, which knew no 
frontiers, was making headway. 

8. He referred briefly to his visit to 
Pakistan, and told me that hr had been 
greatly struck by the legacy of development 
and efficiency, both civil and military, 
which lie had seen in that country and 
w hich had been left by the British adminis- 
l ration. 

U. His Majesty then proceeded to com¬ 
plain that the British press had been in 
recent times less than fair to Persia and 
that this had led to criticism hare which 
tended to worsen relations between the two 
countries l pointed out that British 
journalists did not spare their criticism of 
their own Government or of any urn tiers 
which they thought to merit it: there was 
« system in the Foreign Office of giving 
information and guidance ro journalists 
but anything beyond (his might be cun- 
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side red interference with the lilierty of the 
press. 

HI. His Majesty concluded by requesting 
me to thank The King for his message and 
to say that since his visit to the United 
Kiugdcim in Phb> he thought that the good 
relations lie tween the two countries had 
been strengthened. 

II. ii is not always ihe case that, the 
Shall retires into private audience with 
foreign representatives when they present 
lheir credentials, and it seems unusual that 
iljji Ambassador should be retained for such 
a long period or that current questions 
should be so extensively reviewed on m 
formal an occasion. After the interview 
had proceeded for some time J pointed out 
to the Shah that I hud only been in the 
country for a week and that 1 was there¬ 
fore not conversant in detail with the 
matters he had raised. The somewhat 
plaintive note which the Shah adopted 
during the interview suggested that he was 
oppressed with the difficulties of his sjsua- 
tiem and that of his country, and hail some 
vague feeling that he should lx- supported 
in some more concrete fashion than had 
hitherto been the case in his efforts to 
reorgaui se an d i mp rove it. Wit hunt ei t ter- 
ing into the extent, if any, to whitIi such a 
feeling may Ik- justified, it seemed to me 
I hat a good deal of his evident depression 
was due to his hick of confidence in those 
in his own country who were available to 
assist him in his admittedly difficult task. 
The tone of the audience war friendly 
throughout, 

I have, 

F, M SHEPHERD 


HP 1016/28 No. II 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY'S AMBASSADOR AND 

THE SHAH 

Sir F. Shepherd to Mr. Be vitL 'Received \4rh \prii 1 


< N * 1081 Tehran 

m April , 1950, 
1 lunched with His Majesty the Shah on 
3rd April, at his request, in his private 
Palace. His remarks in the main followed! 
v ^ry much the lines of has remarks to me 
when i presenEeti credentials (as report ed in 
IT >y despatch No. 97 of 20th March). His 
Majesty again mentioned i hat he could not 
understand why Persia had not received 
after the war help similar to that which had 
been given tp other countries, although it 


hud been promised After pointing out 
that she countries which had received direct 
help after the war had been in a worse 
position than Persia, [ asked him what in 
particular he had in mind. He said (hat 
Persia had expected railways and roads to 
be repaired and, where necessary, re¬ 
equipped, seeing that they had been used for 
the transport of such large quantities of war 
materials to Russia. 

2 ; The Shah then said that his trip to the 
United States had not been a success from 













the ponu oi view of his personal influence 
with the Persian people; they had expected 
hi m to bring hack something with him and, 
in fact, he had brought back nothing. This 
!u lie it more difficult for him to put through 
the reforms that he desired. He had trans¬ 
ferred to a charitabc organisation a!3 the 
Crown lands, but his example had not been 
followed by the large landowners I said 
(hut the opinion in Persia appeared to be 
(hat the large landowners were responsible 
for die difficulties in the way of agricultural 
re >rm, and (he Shah rejoined that it was he 
himself who had nut these accusations 
ahotiL There were not more than one 
hundred of the great landowners, but they 
were quite intransigent and did not appear 
lo be capable of understanding that the 
times called for drastic measures He, him¬ 
self. was not aduncating confiscation, but he 
considered that there was a maximum hold¬ 
ing of land beyond which any individual 
should not go. He wished to acquire the 
surplus land and sell it to the peasants, who 
then, with the help of a greatly strengthened 
agricultural bank attd the provision of a 
certain amount of machinery, -could culti¬ 
vate it for themselves. The landowners, 
however, were terrified at this prospect and 
were even in some cases working up the 
Mullahs into a counter-attack on the ground 
that such a movement would be against the 
religion of Islam. He proposed, however, 
to proceed with the organisation of the 
Crown I nids which he had transferred but 
which were still under his control although 
the proceeds went to the charitable organi¬ 
sation concerned, and he hoped that it would 
be possible in due course to induce (he other 
landowners to follow his example. 

3 His Majesty then referred to the reform 
of the Administration and said that if he 
were to cut down the Civil Service to the 
lowest level at which it could work effici¬ 
ently he would be faced with the problem 
of thousands of unemployed clerks, and 
this was something which he did not con 
sider desirable at the present moment. He 
thought, therefore, that the only solution 
to thh question was a gradual reduction of 
staffs with a view to increased efficiency. 
He was aware that there was a great deal of 
corruption, but he had no solution to offer 
other than that he himself could refuse to 
grant offices to corrupt persons and he 
hoped! that corruption would gradually 
diminish once it was seen that it did not 
lead to official posts. 

4. At an earl^ stage in the conversation 
the Shah mentioned his desire to gel the 


oil question out of the way as quickly as 
possible, and complained, as he had done 
before, that the company were not being of 
much help. I said that, as I had mentioned 
previously. I thought the agreement was a 
good one for Persia and that the company 
had gone as far as they safely could. It 
seemed to me that the Ministers were taking 
far too defensive an attitude and that the 
agreement was so favourable to Persia that 
they were in a position to present it as such 
and to take a positive rather than a nega¬ 
tive line, rhe Shah then referred to the 
question of the taxation accruing to His 
Majesty's Government and gave me to 
understand that this was the main stumbling 
block to the ratification of the Supplemental 
Agreement. ! explained that the very high 
rate of taxation in the United Kingdom was 
due to abnormal post-war conditions: the 
agreement had forty-Ehree years to run and 
it was to be hoped that long before that 
time taxation would have greatly decreased. 
This would not only mean that the share of 
His Majesty's Government would decrease 
with the rate of taxation, but that the share 
of lhe Persian Government would increase 
b\ reason of (he higher funds which would 
be leTt at the disposal of the company, I he 
Shah scented to think this was not an argu¬ 
ment which would greatly appeal to the 
Majlis, and enquired whether His Majesty's 
Government could not allocate some of the 
taxation derived from the Oil Company to 
financial help for Persia, He admitted, 
however, that the amount of royalties under 
the Supplemental Agreement would be 
sufficient lor Persian requirements during 
the next two or three years, I took it, there¬ 
fore, that what he was looking for was some 
gesture with regard to taxation after a cer¬ 
tain ncriod, which could be sprinkled Uke a 
little sugar on the Supplemental Agreement. 

I said that I could not imagine that His 
Majesty's Government would be able to 
juggle with the proceeds of the taxes from 
any particular company without involving 
themselves in intricate and difficult commit¬ 
ments m other directions The Shah seemed 
to appreciate this point, 

5. As regards the Seven-Year Plan, he 
thought that progress on roads, railways, 
wells, pumps and agricultural machinery 
would be visible in the next few months. 
Ax regards the organisation of industrial 
labour, he said that something must be done 
to bring help to the industrial concerns. 
They were at present unable to sell their 
products in competition with imported 
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articles, and reorganisation was needed. 
Part oi the new taxation scheme would be 
directed towards taxation which would fall 
more heavily on the rich than on the poor, 
and it would be necessary to increase the 
taxation of industrial concerns. As regards 
labour conditions, he had the impression 
that the British Government had shown 
themselves hostile to the Eski trade union, 
and wondered w r hy this was. I said that 
\ was not aware that His- Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment were hostile to Eski. but that they 
thought that the Persian Government for 
their part seemed hostile to the free trades 
unions. The Shah said that a number of 
persons of doubtful antecedents had shown 
themselves i me rested in the trades unions 
and care had been taken to see that the 
direction of Eski was, so far us possible, 
not of an undesirable character. He 
thought that it was a principle and a source 
of strength of British trades unions that 
their leaders were men who were or had 
been themselves workers. If this could be 
the case with Persian trades unions he would 
be only too happy, but the fact was that 
they were EOO frequently headed by out- 
skiers. 

6. The Shah returned more than once lo 
the accusations which he hud made lo me 
before about the intervention of the embas¬ 
sies in Persian affairs, and while giving the 
British Embassy a comparatively clean bill 
he referred several times to statements made 
by the Tribal Attache at the United States 
Embassy who, he thought, had some in¬ 
fluence with the ambassador. The Tribal 


Attache bad not concealed his opinion of 
certain Persian statesmen, and this had had 
a very bad effect. Before 1941 Persian 
politicians had realised that there was no 
particular point in securing the support of 
the embassies, but owing to events since then 
this regrettable practice had sprung up 
again and seemed to be getting worse rather 
than better. It greatly complicated the 
internal political position. 

7. With regard to the new Government 
and Majlis, the Shah indicated that he might 
take a strong fine although he said that he 
would not entirely ignore the minorities. 
This suggested, however, that he was pre¬ 
pared to use his influence and his constitu¬ 
tional position to try and force the necessary 
reforms through Parliament, He was quite 
animated in his denunciation of the National 
Front, which he said stood for absolute 
neutrality as between Russia and the 
Western Powers. This was quite absurd 
and even dangerous, and he had no patience 
with people who could not make up their 
minds to take one side or the other. 

8. When we parted the Shah invited me 
to go and see him whenever I had anything 
I wished to discuss. 

9. ! am reporting separately on certain 
other questions, of a military nature, which 
arose in the course of this conversation, 

10 I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty’s Ambassadors at Washing¬ 
ton and Moscow, and to the British Middle 
East Office. Cairo. 

f have. &c, 

F M, SHEPHERD, 


EP 1192/3 No. 12 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY’S AMBASSADOR AND 

THE SHAH 

Sir F, Shepherd to Mr, Be via. iReceived 14ih April j 


(No, 1141 Tehran, 

Sir, g ih April. 1950. 

In the course of the con versa (ion which 
l have reported at length in my despatch 
N" 10S of to-day’s date, the Shah also 
mentioned that he had seen General Collins, 
the linked States Chief oi Staff who has 
been visiting Persia recently, and had tried 
to convince him that military aid to Turkey 
would be quite insufficient to counter any 
attack from the north. Persia and Iraq 
constituted a dangerous urea through which 
Turkey might be out Hanked and taken in 
the rear, He had not suggested, nor would 
he he foolish enough lo suggest, (hat the 


Persian army could hold up a Russian 
advance for more than a few weeks, but he 
thought that they could fight a delaying 
action, This would have lo be done in two 
sectors -one via Khu/Istan and the other 
southwards in the direction of Alovas If 
this task were to be required of the Persian 
forces, they would need equipment and he 
thought that as a result of General Collins’s 
visit Persia would he included in the alloca¬ 
tion of old equipment which was being made 
tn Korea and the Philippines. 

2. Turning to the air force, he said (hat 
he was very much in favour of integration 
of equipment with Pakistan. He had spoken 



















wath Air Marshal Atehetiev on this subject 
Thera was. however, no money for air force 
equipment* and there was another difficulty 
in the way of the financial terms which we 
were insisting on under Scheme B. If 
Persia were to pay for the equipment of their 
air force, the Americans would naturally 
doubt whether they were justified in supply¬ 
ing equipment for I he army free of charge. 
In this connexion* he wondered whether the 


Anglo-Irani an Oil Company could not come 
to the rescue with a loan from their very 
large reserves. He would be speaking to 
the Air Attache later about air force 
matters. 

3. I am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty's Ambassador m Washington 
and to the British Middle East Office. Cairo, 
I have, &e. 

F M. SHEPHERD 


EF 1013. 19 No. 13 

MONTHLY REPORT FOR MARCH, 1950 

Sir F. She phi’rd to Mr. Younger, i Received 20//; April) 


(No. 117) Tehran, 

Sir, 14/A April, 1950. 

With reference to my despatch No. 77 
of 3rd March* I have the honour to submit 
the following repon on events in Persia 
during March 1950* 

Foreign Affairs 

2 , The most interesting event was lhe 
sudden cessation* at the beginning of the 
month, of the broadcasts of the Azerbaijan 
Free Democrat Radio station. For some 
two years this clandestine station has been 
broadcasting in Persian and Kurdish abuse 
of the Shah and of the Persian Government 
and Communist Party propaganda. From 
its title it seems highly probable that the 
station is shoaled either in North-West 
Persia or in Soviet Caucasia. Since the Per¬ 
sian authorities have been unable to locate 
it on Persian territory it must be assumed 
that the station operates from the safety of 
Soviet territory, The sudden cessation of its 
operations was represented in some quarters 
as a conciliatory gesture on the part of the 
Soviet Government, destined to lead to 
official Soviet demands on Persia, Many 
Persia ns, however, pointed out that if the 
Soviet Government wished to improve 
Soviet Persian relations the most useful ges¬ 
ture they could have made would have 
been to hand over the gold which Persia 
claims in return for Persian currency sup¬ 
plied to the Soviet forces during the war. 
In the event* the Azerbaijan Free Democrat 
Radio resumed its operations in the middle 
of the month on all loo familiar lines, It 
therefore seems probable that the brief sus¬ 
pension of its operations was due simply to 
technical reasons. But the episode serves 
to illustrate the extreme sensitiveness of 
political Tehran to anything connected with 
Soviet-Persian relations. 


3. During the first half of the month the 
Shah was in Pakistan. His visit appears to 
base been well organised and he is reported 
to have formed a very favourable impression 
of the economic development achieved by 
Pakistan. During the Iasi days of March 
the King of Afghanistan visited Tehran as 
the guest of the Shah: he was on his way 
back lo Afghanistan after receiving medical 
treatment in Europe. Having recently 
signed a Treaty of Friendship with Pakistan, 
the Persian Government have now balanced 
their relations with the Indian sub-continent 
by signing, on 15th March, a similar treaty 
with India, Relations with Israel have also 
hue 11 established by the de facw recognition 
of the Israeli Government. There has been 
some criticism of this action in religious 
circles but very little general interest seems 
to have been aroused by it. It is reported 
in the press that M, Abdul Qadir. who 
visited Tehran last month on a preliminary 
mission* has now been appointed Indonesian 
Minister to Persia and Afghanistan 

Internal Affairs 

4. The two Chambers spent the first half 
of the month* before going into recess for 
the Persian New Year holidays, in a desul¬ 
tory but highly critical discussion of the 
programme of the new Sa'id Government. 
No vote on ihe programme had been taken 
when the two Chambers were adjourned for 
the New Year recess but it had become 
abundantly clear that Sa id did not enjov 
the confidence of either. The Shah, on his 
ret urn from Pakistan, also made it dear 
that he did not regard Sa'id as an effective 
Prime Minister and on IHlh March Sa'id 
submitted his resignation. The Shah* how¬ 
ever. had not yet decided on a successor 
and the resignation was not accepted. He 
was apparently seriously considering the 
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appointment of a Senator, Abul Qasim 
Najm {Personalities No, 1211* who has a 
reputation for being honest but ineffectual* 
Main Deputies were actively opposed to die 
appointment o3 Najm and lei it be known 
to lie Snah trial they would not give him a 
voie of confidence, His Majesty then turned 
to A Hi Mansur (Personalities No. I r>3), chair¬ 
man oJ’ the Supervising Board of the Seven- 
Year Plan, accepted the further offer of 
resignation from Sa’id and instructed 
Mansur to form a Cabinet. This choice was 
A first sight somewhat surprising, since 
Mansurs reputation made it unlikely that he 
would put much driving force behind the 
Shahs anti-corruption campaign and it was 
known that there was much powerful oppo¬ 
sition to him. tor example from Prince 
Abdur Rlza, The facts were* however* that 
Mansur, who had been working quietly 
behind the scenes for some time, was able 
to claim with some justice considerable sup¬ 
port in the Majlis, and that the field of choice 
was somewhat limited unless the Shah was 
prepared to go outside the ranks of the 
routine politicians and entrust the Govern¬ 
ment to one of the outstanding personalities 
such is Sayyid Zla-tid-Din Tabatab&'i or 
General Razmara whose names had been 
canvassed in the Tehran press. His choice 
indicates that the Shah is not vet ready to 
try this road to salvation. The new Prime 
Minister has not yet announced the names 
of his Ministers and docs not propose to do 
so until the first days of April. Public judg¬ 
ment will depend to some extent on the 
composition of his Cabinet and more on its 
act ions. 

5. During March [he Tehran elections at 
last came to an end. Of the twelve ITepmies 
elected six were members of Dr. Musaddiqs 
National Front, Their success reflects ihe 
dissatisfaction about the slate of the country 
and their own affairs which is strongh fell 
by considerable sections of the population 
of Tehran. 

6. During the monih it emerged that the 
Anglo-1mncan Oil Company had dismissed 
* few hundred redundant employees in 
Khu/rstan just before the Nati Ruz holiday* 
Greatly exaggerated reports in the Tehran 
press severely criticised the company for 
dismissing their workers at a lime when 
there was already considerable unemploy¬ 


ment in the big towns. Local agitation was 
lessened b\ the company's agreement to 
grant an additional payment on a percen¬ 
tage basis over and above nomad entitle- 
mem under the company's gratuity an 
retirement scheme and Labour Law, aod 
also to pay travelling expenses of all dis¬ 
charged workers who wished to return to 
cfieir home towns. Two representatives of 
the Central Union of Workers of Khuzistan 
tMimummadi and Yam a mi) were discharged 
by the company for threats of strike action 
and for unauthorised absence from work. 
Both men had previously been detained by 
the gendarmerie. There was some labour 
unrest m Isfahan owing to the failure oi the 
mitlowners to pay the usual New Year 
bonuses. 

7. Harvest prospect* are more promising 
UiLin a year ago* prices of essential goods 
have fallen and the winter has passed 
without the bread and sugar queues of last 
year, None the less, discontent has grown 
owing to further recession of trade and 
serious unemployment in Azerbaijan* 
Tehran and Isfahan, The presence in the 
capital of about 20**000 unemployed* mainly 
distressed Azerbaijanis, caused the Govern¬ 
ment acute embarrassment. During March 
work on roads was hurriedly found for some 
6*000, a further 8,000 were removed to a 
camp 25 miles outside Tehran* but the 
remainder continued to attract attention in 
the centre of the town. It was reported that 
the Azerbaijanis were encouraged by sub¬ 
versive propaganda to believe that work and 
food were to be found in Tehran. 

K* The Government ran short of money 
and raided the funds of the Seven-Year Flan 
to meet salary payments during the last 
month of the Persian year, The Plan Or¬ 
ganisation 1 ;; actual resources are now likely 
to he so limited until the main 1950 oil 
royalties fall due early in 1951 that evei 
projects in the course of execution may he 
seriously delayed. Four specific projcci s 
were submitted in March to the Inter 
national Bank for consideration and a mis¬ 
sion from the Bank wifi probably come to 
Tehran in the second half of April lo make 
the necessary detailed investigations. 

I have. Ate. 

F. M. SHEPHERD. 
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EP 1013/23 No, 14 

MONTHLY REPORT FOR APRIL 1950 

Sir F. Shepherd to Mr, ftevin. {Received 9th May) 


(No. I40j Tehran, 

Sir, $th May, 1950 

With reference io my despatch No, ] 17 
of 14th. April, 1 have the honour to submit 
the following report on events in Persia 
during April I95U. 

2, As soon us Parliament reassembled 
after ihe New Year recess, M Ah Mansur 
presented his Cabinet to the two Chambers. 
On 13th April he received a unanimous vote 
of confidence from the eighty-live members 
of the Majlis present on that day and on 
15th April the Senate accorded him a vote 
of confidence by thirty-nine votes out of 
forty-sis. The degree of support accorded 
by the Majlis was unusual and appears to 
be due to the Prime Minister's careful cul¬ 
tivation of the Deputies, to u fear on the part 
of many Deputies that unless they gave the 
Government a vote of confidence they 
would lay themselves open to the charge of 
being unwilling to give it a chance to 
improve the state of the country and to the 
fact that the Shah made it known that he 
wished the Government to be supported 

.V The vote in the Majlis was to some 
extent artificial since the members of the 
National Front elected to the Majlis from 
Tehran had not yet taken their seats. This 
they did towards the end of the month and. 
with their numbers increased to eight by 
the disqualification of certain ballot boxes 
unfavourable to them, quickly made them¬ 
selves fdt. Before lie and his followers took 
their seals on 25th April Dr. Musaddiq had 
been very active and had been received both 
by the Shah and the Prime Minister. The 
result of these conversations quickly became 
apparent when he and (tic Prime Minister 
both announced to the Majlis on 25th April 
that thev agreed that before the M ljIis and 
the Sen ile met in joint session to carry' out 
the further revision of the Constitution 
entrusted to them by the Constituent 
Assembly last M u. bills for ;i new Electoral 
Law and for t new Pres? Law should be 
tabled and discussed. One important effect 
of this will be to defer consideration of the 
Supplemental Oil Agreement, the ratifica¬ 
tion of which is an urgent necessity if the 
Persian Government is to be ihle to finance 
its plans of economic development When 
addressing the Majlis Dr. Musaddiq made 
ii clear that unless his proposals were 


accepted he end his parly would very 
strongly oppose any revision ot the Consti¬ 
tution, The most important point about 
the proposed revision is the desire of the 
Shah to have the righl to send back to the 
Majlis for reconsideration legislation which 
he considers contrary to the interest of the 
country. There is considerable opposition 
in both Chambers io this idea and many 
fed that the right to dissolve the tw r o 
Chambers which was granted to the Shah 
last May already gives him a sufficient 
increase in his prerogatives and that what 
the country needs at present is effective use 
of the power already enjoyed by she Execu¬ 
tive rather than further amendment of the 
Constitution. Dr Musaddiq and his party 
have established themselves simply by 
opposing the Shah and the Government and 
it remains U> be seen if, in return for the 
passage of a new Electoral Law r and A new 
Press Law, they are prepared and can afford 
to abandon their opposition to the proposed 
suspensory veto. Incidentally, the case 
against this measure received considerable 
publicity early in the month when Qavam- 
us-Sultaneli, si former Prime Minister now 
living in France, sent the Shah an open letter 
couched in rather threatening terms, 
denouncing the proposal. Copies of this 
letter were sent to the Tehran press and to 
many political personalities. The Minister 
of Court replied to Q;ivam-ii$-Sii Ranch in 
a turgid and rancorous letter I he despatch 
of which has done the Shah’s prestige no 
good. 

4, The Imperial Family has further 
suffered in popular estimation owing to the 
way in which the marriage of the Shah s 
half-sister. Princes* Filimeh, to m Ameri¬ 
can his been handled. The news was 
apparently first received in a B.B.C broad¬ 
cast and the Imperial Court at once issued 
a proclamation announcing that the Princess 
was deprived of all her rights as a member 
of the Imperial Family, It is now reported 
that the husband has declared his willingness 
to becomeaMuhammadanand togo through 
a Muslim ceremony of marriage and it 
appears that a reconciliation with the Shah 
is to take place. Public attention has been 
further focussed on the Imperial Family by 
the elaborate arrangements which are being 
made to transfer, early in May. the remains 
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of Riza Shah from Cairo to a mausoleum 
which has been specially erected at a shrine 
near Tenran. Popular memories being brief, 
there has been some tendency to look back 
witfi nostalgia to the beneficial aspects of 
the late monarch's reign. The clergy at the 
holy city of Qum have raised some outcry 
against the arrangements; they have not for¬ 
given Riza Shah for die secularisation of 
Persia nor for the brutal methods which he 
sometimes used to achieve his ends, 

5, During the month the Government was 
somewhat handicapped in obtaining the 
passage through Parliament of legislation 
which u had tabled by a dispute between the 
Majlis and the Senate as to the powers of 
the latter in respect of money bills. The 
immediate cause of the quarrel was the sub¬ 
mission by the Government to the Majlis of 
a proposal that for the first two months of 
the current Persian year it should be author¬ 
ised. pending the approval of a proper 
budget. to spend up to two-twelfths of last 
year's budget allocations The passage of 
some such measure is essential to enable the 
salaries of the army, the police and other 
Government employees to be paid. The 
quarrel between the two Houses is still 
unresolved but the Senate have agreed that 
the pay of the Government employees 
should be sanctioned. 

6. The principal pre-occupation of the 
Government has been unemployment {para¬ 
graph 7 of my despatch No. 117 of 14th 
April. In Fact the general employment 
situation has improved slichtly as compared 
w r iih ihe previous month, For a time the 
position an Tehran was difficult owing to 
severe depression! in the brickworks and the 
influx of between 12,000 and 13,000 peasants 
and other workers from Azerbaijan, 
Altogether it was estimated that approxi¬ 
mately 40*000 workers in Tehran were 
unemployed in the carlv part of April when 
the seasonal decline in brick making is most 
keenly felt. only about LOGO brick workers 
being employed out of approximately 
12,000. Shortage of orders due to the credit 
restriction policy was given .is one reason. 
A further allegation was that the factory 
owners had deliberately held up production 
in order to press their demands for lower 
piece-work rates than tho.se prescribed under 
the Labour Law. The position at the brick 
Factories gradually improved* however, and 
the Ministry of Labour’s estimate of the 
number wholly unemployed there at the end 
of die month (there are no reliable statistics) 
was 2,000. 
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7, The problem created by the large num¬ 
ber of Azerbaijanis who came to Tehran in 
search of employment has not yet been 
resolved. Fearing disorder the Government 
arranged tor their transfer IO a camp at 
Karaj on the site of a partly-built iron 
foundry. Here they have been housed, led. 
and paid a small maintenance allowance. 
The Ministry of Labour has subsequently 
been arranging for their return to their 
home districts and (as a temporary measure! 
for employment on roads and building 
excavation jobs. About H,000 have already 
left for Azerbaijan and the general expecta¬ 
tion is that the remaining 3,000 or 4,000 will 
have returned to land work or other employ¬ 
ment bv ihc end of May, There retention 
at the Kara) came beyond that period 
may raise grave problems of health and 
discipline. 

8, In the last week of April trouble 
occurred at the textile factories at Shahi in 
Mazandaran, Full details are not yet avail¬ 
able, but it seems that the workers objected 
IO a reduction in wages and threatened dis¬ 
missals arising from reorganisation. To 
prevent wilful destruction to the factories 
the military intervened and during general 
disturbances a number of people were killed 
and wounded, A Commission headed by 
the Minister of Labour is investigating the 
position on the spot. 

9, During the month there was consider¬ 
able evidence of Tudeh Party activity in 
various parts of the country. The news¬ 
paper Mardum continued to circulate and 
two further Tudeh newspapers appeared; 
Razm and Zufar, organs of the Tudeh Youth 
and Labour Movements respectively The 
discovery by the authorities of several Tudeh 
cells in Tehran. Gitan and Tabriz has been 
reported, Towards the end of the month 
twelve non-commissioned officers of the 
Tehran garrison were arrested for contact 
with Tudeh elements and special police pre¬ 
cautions were taken in the city for a short 
rime after these arrests. 

10, As far :ls the economic future is con¬ 
cerned, the most interesting event has been 
the arrival in Tehran of a delegation from 
the International Bank, The party only 
arrived towards the end of the month and 
are still at a preliminary stage of their 
investigations. It is understood that the 
Persian Government have several projects 
for their consideration. The presence of the 
delegation is spurring the Flan Organisation 
to prepare art overdue budget for the current 
Persian year. Meanwhile the execution of 
projects is being slowed down by shortage 
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oi funds, iind although the Governor of the 
Bunk Melli has presumably agreed to assist 
Ali Mansur with financial facilities, the.se 
wilt be conditional on Lhc early approval of 
the note cover reduction bill by the Majlis. 

JL I ne arid and backward South-Eastern 
regions of Persia ire receiving some atten¬ 
tion from the Seven-Year Plan Organisation. 
It has been reported in the press that it has 
allocated 10 million rials to build a oier at 
B mdar Abbas capable of handling 100.000 
ions of goods a year and that foreign 
engineers will examine the project. The 
Swiss expert engaged to advise the Persian 
Oil Company formed by the Seven-Year 
Plan Organisation has reported that he has 
found promise of oil in twenty places in the 
Kirtnun and Baluchistan districts. The dis¬ 
covery and exploitation of oil on a large 


scale would obviously alter the face of this 
unfruitful part of Persia, 

12. During the month the press has 
shown some more interest than has been 
common of late in the Supplemental Oil 
Agreement and even published some facts 
.'bom h reported in .h Reuter message, 
There has also been considerable Dress 
criticism of the United Stales for not giving 
financial assistance to Persia, The press, has 
welcomed the withdrawal of martini law 
trorri Tehran (already provisionally sus¬ 
pended during the elections) and the 
acquittal by Civil Court ol Dr, Baqa i, the 
National Front Deputy, on charges origin¬ 
ally brought before a Military Court of 
insulting the army. 

I have, Stc. 

F M SHEPHERD 


EP 1016'49 No, 15 

THE ASCENDANCY OF THE NATIONAL FRONT PARTY 

Sir F, Shepherd to Mr. Younger. (Received 9th June\ 


'No. 364) Tehran 

Sir, 30r/[ May, 1950. 

In rny despatch No. 134 of 28th April I 
described how the Prime Minister and the 
Majlis had made no difficulty about 
accepting the request of Dr, Musaddiq (bat 
the decisions of the Constituent Assembly 
should be set aside and that two Bills in 
which he was interested should be dealt with 
before the Majlis started on the const itu- 
lionaT work entrusted to it by the Con¬ 
stituent Assembly. Since (lien the moral 
ascendancy of the National Front over the 
Government and. the bulk of the Majlis has 
continued to increase. Since the National 
Front and those directly affiliated to it com¬ 
mand no more than ten votes in the House, 
which at present comprises over 120 mem¬ 
bers, this ascendancy is at first sight difficult 
to understand and it might have been 
supposed that if the Government commands 
any son of a majority in the Majlis it could 
by regularly mobilising this majority and 
taking a vote, reduce the National Front to 
noisy impotence. That this is not so is due 
partly to the lack of political parties in the 
country and of coherent groups in the Maj¬ 
lis; this means that no Government ever 
has a dependable majority and on every 
occasion on which mti important vote is to 
be taken the Government is obliged to make 
elaborate preparations and to canvass for 
support in order to obtain a majority on that 


occasion. This is, of course, a general con¬ 
dition and does not apply only to the 
Governments difficulties with the National 
Front. Here the [rouble is that Persian 
politicians arc mostly very frightened of 
criticism, especially from a Nationalist 
standpoint. Two of the main lines of 
thought in the National Front arc a narrow 
nationalism which seeks to dimmish all 
foreign influence whatsoever in Persia and 
a .contempt for the methods and practices, 
both of the Shah and of recent Persian 
Governments There arc. therefore, very 
few positive decisions which any Govern¬ 
ment cm take which do act incur the criti¬ 
cism of the National Front on one ground 
or the other. Given the unwillingness of 
many Persian politicians to stand by their 
decisions and to take responsibility for them* 
the result of this state of affairs is that the 
Government tries to avoid taking any 
decisions whatsoever, 

2, It so happens that during the last weeks 
among the few measures on which the 
Government were absolutely obliged to take 
decisions have been questions affecting im¬ 
portant British interests. Against the back¬ 
ground 1 have outlined above, it would have 
been difficult enough for the Government to 
stand by any decisions if might make. In 
this instance there is an aggravating factor 
in the particular animosity with which some 
members of [he National Front have decided 


to regard Great Britain. One reason for this 
B t!l c existence of the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company’s Concession and the British 
economic activity which, either directly or 
indirectly, results therefrom, offends" the 
feeling of the National From that foreign 
influence and activity must be reduced to a 
minimum and is further objectionable 
because, in the eyes of some members of (he 
National From, it impairs Persia's relations 
with the Soviet Union. A factor of equal, 
if not greater importance, is that the 
National Front is bitterly critical of the late 
RtAt Shah and most of his deeds, and it is 
an irremovable part of their historical 
mythology that the British put him In power 
and kept him [here until they were tired of 
him. It can therefore be confidently ex- 
pteted that every opportunity will be taken 
by the National Front to attack British 
interests, 

3, In the last few weeks several oppor¬ 
tunities have presented themselves. The 
British firm of Sir Alexander Gibb and 
Partners have for some months been in 
negotiations for the extension of their 
existing contract to act as consultants of the 
Tehran Water Supply Organisation of the 
Tehran municipality. Agreement was 
reached and submitted to the Cabinet who 
approved in principle but took no final 
decision. At this stage a report was circu¬ 
lated by the Tehran Municipality, some 
members of which throughout had shown 
hostility to the British firm, to members of 
the Cabinet and a number of Senators and 
Deputies severely censuring the British firm 
for alleged failure to carry out its contract 
effectively. Questions were asked in the 
Senate and the Majlis about the terms of the 
renewal of (he contract and the Government 
was urged not to renew iL especially by 
National Front Deputies. The firm have 
■submitted a sound defence to the Ministry 
of the Interior and the appropriate member's 
of my staff have done everything possible 
to urge the Government to renew the con¬ 
tract. I have myself spoken to the Shah and 
the Prime Minister, but as yet no decision 
has been taken. The second opportunity 
occurred in connexion with the contract for 
the supply to the Iranian State Railways 
forty locomotives by a British firm, 
Vulcan Foundry Limited. The Cabinet 
decided some two months ago that the eon- 
lrac * sou It! go to this firm and this decision 
Was Confirmed early in May. The contract 
practically ready for signature by the 
Pcr $ian representatives and the general 
manager of the British firm when the 
42154 


National Front Deputy, Baqa'i. published a 
long article in his newspaper attacking the 
Government for awarding the contract to 
the United Kingdom and pressing for She 
purchase of German locomotives. The 
Mi raster of Communications and lib Under¬ 
secretary were described as traitors for con¬ 
cluding this contract. An additioEuti 
dement in Mies attack was the personal feud 
which B&qa'i is conducting against Dr. Iqbal 
in connexion with the latter's tenure of the 
post of Minister of the Interior. There were 
other attacks by National Front Deputies in 
the Majlis and in consequence the contract 
has not yet been signed on the Persian side. 
Here again 1 have urged the Persian Prime 
Minister as well as the Minister of the 
Interior, to have the courage to stand by the 
decision of the Cabinet. It must also be 
noted that the competing German group has 
been actively canvassing the support of the 
National Front and liave been bribing rail¬ 
way officials. A third opportunity has pre¬ 
sented itself to (he National Front in. that 
some four weeks ago the Ministry of 
Finance accepted a joint offer from two 
United Kingdom firms for 30,000 tons of 
sugar at a total cost of nearly £11 million. 
The acceptance of the offer was duly con¬ 
firmed and the credit was about to be 
opened when Makki. one of the NationaE 
Front Deputies, stated in the Majlis that he 
would interpellate the Government if pur¬ 
chase was actually effected, since cheaper 
sugar could be bought elsewhere. The 
Ministry of Finance officials concerned .ire 
wavering under this attack but have been 
told by this embassy that, since the contract 
had been concluded and the sugar could 
have been disposed of elsewhere at a better 
price, it must be honoured. 

4. It so happens that rhe emergence of 
these three points affecting British interests 
has given the National Front the oppor¬ 
tunity In the last few weeks to give vent to 
its Nationalist sentiments at our expense. 
But its activity has by no means been 
confined to this. Some ten days ago 
Dr. Musaddiq, the leader of the National 
Front, let it be known that he wished to 
address I he Majlis and he was accorded per¬ 
mission to do so on 25th May. He made his 
speech, a summary of which I attach. The 
main points may be summarised as 
follows: - 

H) The Shah was young and patriotic and 
it true democrat. 

<2l rhe Shah should enjoy the support of 
public opinion and therefore must 
not attempt to alter the Constitution, 
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and must abandon his attempt to 
attain the right of suspensory veto. 
He had been wrong to obtain the 
right to dissolve the Majlis, the threat 
of dissolution being a tyrannical 
weapon. 

(3) fiie court ought not to interfere in 
polities or administration Princess 
Shams did not, and was worthy of 
high praise. Princess Ashraf did 
interfere and ought to stop, 
f he recent dismissal of Major-General 
Zahkli. the Chief of Police, was a 
mistake. While he was there there 
was a balance between the security 
forces* the police and the General 
Staff, and this balance ought to be 
maintained. It was rumoured that 
this change was a preliminary step in 
the establishment of dictatorship 
against which he must protest, 

(5) He hoped that it would be possible 
to improve the efficiency of Parlia¬ 
ment by arranging for legislation* 
when discussed in the Majlis, to be 
dealt with by representatives of Par¬ 
liament ary groups instead of by a 
large number of Deputies speaking 
individually 

(6l He had asked the Prime Minister to 
bring forward useful reform measures 
and the Prime Minister had co¬ 
operated b> submitting electoral re¬ 
form and press Bills. His party did 
not wish io content themselves with 
being a minority in the Majlis and 
would like to co-operate with the 
Government if the latter would sub¬ 
mit useful legislation, 

(7) He criticised the Government for the 
appointment of Amanuliah Ardalan 
as Minister of (he Interior and of 


Gulshayan as Governor-General of 
Pars, It was well known that the 
latter had a bad record and had made 
himself the spokesman of the Anglo- 
Iranian Oil Company against the 
interests of Persia, 

(8| In the course of the speech Dr. 
Musaddiq heid up England as a 
model of a democratic and u consti¬ 
tutional country. 

5. The speech was less violent than had 
been expected and therefore caused some 
disappointment among Dr. Musaddiq's more 
extreme followers; some of them were also 
displeased at his praise of Britain. In the 
Majlis the speech was well received and 
most of it seemed to have been acceptable 
to most of the Deputies. The most im¬ 
portant point is that Dr. Musaddtq made no 
attack on the Prime Minister or on the 
Government in general and his conciliatory 
references to the Prime Minister, together 
with the Prime Minister’s affable reply to 
the speech, have ted many to suspect that 
some sort of agree me m has been arrived at 
between Ah Mansur and Dr. Musaddtq. If 
this is so, the test will very soon come, since 
l learn that Ali Mansur has just informed 
a secret session of the Majlis that he would 
very shortly be submitting the Supplemental 
Oil Agreement to the Majlis for their 
decision. Opposition to this agreement has 
hitherto been one of the main principles of 
the National Front and ii remains to be seen 
if A)i Mansur has been successful in tem¬ 
pering their dislike of this agreement, 

6, I am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty's Ambassador at Washington 
and to the British Middle East Office. Cairo. 

1 have, &e, 

F. M. SHEPHERD. 


EP 1(152 3 No. 16 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY'S AMBASSADOR 

AND THE SHAH 


Sir F. Skt [th* t'd f*> Mr. Yom 

(Sq. HU. Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir, 3l#f Jjbiy, 1954 k 

As I had not seen the Shah since 8th 
April ami as I fell (hat the time had come 
for an exchange of views, especially as I 
had heard that he would like to see me, I 
asked for ait Audience* and was invited to 
lunch on 2“th May at the Saadabad Palace 
above Tehran The audience lasted for 
three hours and as a great many subjects 


Kier (Rn t ind SP/i Jam-) 

were touched upon and ote&sioimUy re¬ 
turned to 1 have made no attempt to record 
the conversation in anv chronological order, 
but have listed the headings on which dis¬ 
cussion took place* 

Oil Agreement 

2 His Majesty said that he had told the 
Prime Minititer of his desire that the Oil 
Agreement should be ratified as soon as 


pussihle and had instructed him to begin 
preparing for its passage through the Maj¬ 
lis within the next few days, I handed him 
it copy of the Guide to the Supplemental 
Agreement which had been prepared in the 
embassy. and he said that he understood 
that 1 I tad already given a ropy to the 
P rinse \f in is ter who had found it useful 
He seemed determined that the Oil Agree¬ 
ment should go through, but did not seem 
at all certain that this could be achieved. 
He attrend l ugly referred to Lite possibility 
of some modification or other method of 
assisting its passage through Parliament, 
He had in mind the possibility that the 
company might agree to a rate of royalty 
that would Hud onto according Lo the price 
of oil. He recognised that thin might turn, 
out to lie leas advantaging to the Iranian 
Government than the proposed flat rate of 
royalties. hut thought that it might per 
haps appeal to the Majlis, He also referred 
to ar ticle lft of the main Concession, which 
dials with I run in nidation/ and thought 

perhaps that some agreement on this [aunt 
niight help. I used a number of arguments 
to show that the proposed supplementary 
agreement was advantageous and said that 
elTortsi were being made to let the Deputies 
a ud others know what (he contents of the 
agreement were. The Prune Minister had 
mmlr an specific references to the dffficub 
ties which he might foresee and [ was 
therefore, not in a position to discuss the 
Antler further: The Slmh said that if it 
boaarne clear [hat some form of lubrication 
lor the agreement was riwessnry he won- 
dc-h il whether it would ln j best to agree on 
something lieforehand or to wail until the 
agreement had already hern presented to 
the Majlis. Tn cast- the agreement were 
rejected he wondered whal the next step 
Wi> 51 1d be. Would it, for instance, be 
si Me for the company to apply the terms of 
the supplemental agreement even if it. were 
no! passed ? These speculations he wished 
kept between ourselves, hut he wished to 
consider the practical possibilities. I said 
duo there were as yet no definite indica¬ 
tions nf what difth-nities might arise and 
thai n would be letter to consider these if 
a nd when they did. 

Alj Mansur's Government 

j 1 he Shah said that he would insist 
«*at the present Government should tty 
and put through (he Oil Agreement. If 
they succeeded, he would nee what they 
1 oulii do with the rest of the Governmental 
programme. I mentioned that I had been 
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hopeful ibi.iL when this Government was 
appointed it might show signs of stability 
hut that d was disappointing to note that 
its influence appeared already to be ware 
iilg. i mentioned the difficulties which 
British concern® were having in connexion 
with the locomotive contract, the Tehran 
Water Supply and the sugar contract. 
(Some account of these difficulties and the 
part played bv the National Front In ex 
picking tbeni is given in my despatch 
No, 164 of 30th May,) The Government 
seemed to have shown themselves unduly 
rensilive to criticism from lhe National 
Front, which after all only numbered seven 
members His Majesty confessed to a 
doubt as to why Ali Mansur should trouble 
to placate SO small a party and said that 
he wanted to get this matter cleared up. In 
this connexion be mentioned that ii was 
well-known that the United States Km- 
Hassi wore against Ali Mansur and this 
weakened his position. Up deprecated the 
linguariled expression of opinion i>n the 
part of Embassies about Prime Ministers 
md other Government officials. In ihis 
connexion I mid that it was not the inten¬ 
tion of (he British Embassy to intervene in 
the personal aspects of Iranian politics. If, 
however, it was proposed to appoint 
personalities or to adopt policies which 
would la- likely to affect Anglo-Persian 
relations or which, in our opinion, would 
have unfortunate effects on the well being 
of I ran, I should not hesitate tn indicate to 
His Majesty what our opinion might be. 
The Shan welcomed this statement and said 
that it was just what he wanted. 

The National Front 

4 Tn connexion with a remark about 
the prevalence of inexplicable rumours in 
Iran, I mentioned that t bad even heard 
the extraordinary rumour that the British 
Embassy had been instrumental in .securing 
[he election of the National Front candi¬ 
dates at the f eh ran elections, I did no! 
ment ion that I was aware Ehat His Majesty 
hat! given some eredenoe to this rumour 
he immediately admitted, however, that he 
had been bothered by it and I therefore 
assured him that there wae not the slight 
truth in it anrl that such manoeuvres were 
i<wnpletely outside the province of the em 
Imssy and entirely against British policy. 

1 then pointed out that l had found that 
it had been the custom to mvtte to the 
Kings Birthday Party the Deputies from 
Tehran, and that I had not wished to break 
this tradition. If, therefore, His Majestv 











heard that National Front Deputies bad 
been to the British Embassy on that occa¬ 
sion L hoped hr would realise that they 
came as Deputies from Tehran and that 
their attendance had no political siguifl- 
caiu-e. As regards the party in general. 
His Majesty said that there were two 
enemies of the country—one was the Tndeh 
Party and the other was the National 
From. J'erhaps the latter was the more 
dangerous because it was vague and nega¬ 
tive whereas the aims of the Tndeh were 
generally known. The Shah referred scorn¬ 
fully tin numerous occasion during the 
audience to ’our Demosthenes ” and it is 
evident that Dr. Mii&addiq'* attack on Into 

stud his family rankled 

* 

Monarchy 

5. The Shah was insistent that a strong 
and stable Government was necessary, but 
equally insisted that the power of the 
Government should derive from the Crown, 
If this was not the case there was no use 
in having a Monarchy. It was, however. 
The vase that monarchy was ingrained in the 
tradition? of the Persian people and they 
<-onM not. dtvurre it from their thoughts of 
the i ountry. This meant that if nothing were 
do Fie or if had things were done the Mon- 
ar hv Wii- hel-l n. hhimet and this in its 
turn made it incuitiheDi on the King to take 
more than detached interest in the conduct 
of his Government I isatd that he was 
lieing quite widely criticised for inter¬ 
ference in Government affairs and the 
Shnh replied that he was doing m and 
would so continue It was nonsense to talk 
a- ” our Demosthenes " hail done about the 
oiiistitin iou&l position of the King of 
England Iran was :i tong way from 
having reached the perfection of demo¬ 
cratic organisation which existed in Great 
Britain, and in the meantime he must con¬ 
tinue to intervene when he found l hivl the 
Parliament was being obstructive or in- 
cI s- !ivc If the present Government 
proved itself ineffective be must, get 
another and if n-tH-cssarv he must use his 
viewer of dissolution. He hoped that in I he 
exercise of his comtitutiomii powers he 
would not be ju- cased by Western countries 
of :< tendency towards dictatorship, l res- 
jHiuiJed that this could scarcely lie the case 
so long flji he acted in accordance with the 
C 1 1 institution, i realised that bis position 
was extremely difficult and appreciated his 
realms for intervention- This was a 
matter which required great thought and 


tincsse. \Ai my previous audience, which 
1 reported m my despatch No. 108 of 8tJ» 
April, tiie Sb&b had hinted that he would 
be prepared to use his powers of dissolu¬ 
tion it it were necessary, but on this occa¬ 
sion il seemed clear that his thoughts had 
taken stronger shape and that he was in 
process of making up his mind to impose 
orderly and effective government if Cabi- 
nets continued to be as unstable and ineffec¬ 
tive as they bad shown themselves to be in 
the re rent past.) The Shah evidently did 
not think that the present generation of 
poll licit ns was very promising. He con¬ 
sidered that they often put their personal 
interests before those of the country and 
that they therefore needed a strong guid¬ 
ing hand, lie was evidently not prepared 
to submit to a strong Prime Minister 
unless he himself nominated him. He was 
not prepared to play the rile ihat King 
Victor km man tic I had played /'.-■</*ris 
Alussnlini. 

Political Parties 

d The Shah said what most Persian 
politicians say—that there is little scope 
at the present time in Persia for political 
parties founded hsii principle? or pro¬ 
grammes. It was the I Vivian habit for 
individuals to form political parties, 1 
menlioiied that there had been sonic talk 
in mid leclu&l circles of the formation of 
a party on the lines of the Labour Party 
in Great Britain ot the Socialist Parlies in 
Scandinavia, Did he not think that the 
impact of the general world movement to¬ 
wards the improvement of the lot id the 
common ixrople would lead to the formation 
of such a party ? It seemed to me that there 
wo? a considerable danger for Persia in the 
political vacuum which existed between the 
Tndeh Party on the one hand and the 
National From on the other His Majesty 
agreed and showed some interest in the 
movement rewards a m«ThI democratic 
Party, He asked whether it had Ix'cn 
already formed ui was about to be 
formed. I said that so far as I knew it 
had not been formed yet He said that 
the formation of such a party was very 
much in line with his own ideas mid he 
would cordially welcome it. It would, how¬ 
ever, have to grow, and he was See plica I 
whether it would succeed in view of the 
Persian tendency towards persona list 
parties. I said that surah’ the existence? 
of the Tndeh Party showed that Persians 
were prepared to suppori principles and 
ideas. Hi« Majesty did not think that the 
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existence of the Tudeh Party meant very 
much in that sense seeing that they received 
their orders from elsewhere, 

Anglo-Persian Relation? 

7 Mis Majesty said that he wished to 
clarify these. What were British interest? 
in Persia! He presumed that the most 
important of these was oil. 1 said that 
on the contrary our greatest interest was in 
casing an independent, stable and pros¬ 
perous Persia, it only because without 
these desiderata we could not depend on 
getting any oil. I would put our oil 
interests os coming immediately after this. 
Our oil interests were strategic as well as 
commercial and our strategic interests 
corresponded with those of Persia itself. 
In practice, therefore, our most urgent 
interest was to get t hr Oil Agreement rati¬ 
fied, We also desired facilities for the 
import and export trade, and in this con¬ 
nexion I referred again to the difficulties 
which British interests were &l present 
experiencing owing to the feebleness of the 
Government. I also referred to the fad 
that, whereas we would be prepared to 
pim-hase Persian export? such as dried 
raisins, we could not do so because of the 
tmrllk cent method in which they were 
packed, which led to their arrival in the 
United Kingdom in an unusable condition. 
Since (lie stribilily and prosperity of Persia 
was something which affected the world 
situation, we took a strong interest in the 
measures taken by I he Iranian Government 
to improve the condition of the people and 
we were fully prepared to assist the 
Government, not only with technicians as 
we had already done, but also with advice 
ami i on rise! The Si i all agreed that our 
advice would be helpful, and said that he 
would he glad to have frequent talks with 
me. He was glad to have the quest ion nf 
our interests in Persia clarified. 

Relations with the U.S.S<R, 

His Majesty said that be did not 
wish to have unfriendly relations with 
Uu.ssia, lute the Russians made it impos¬ 
sible for anyone to have friendly relations 
wieh them He did not believe in showing 


feebleness or appeasement towards the 
Russians, but he greatly disliked the 
unfriendly propaganda in which they in¬ 
dulged. I said that the Russians tended 
to use the technique of the douche &cos&iisn*. 
They were always prepared to seise ihe 
opportunity presented by what they would, 
consider to be a revolutionary situation, 
but apart from that I did not feel that the 
Russian danger was groat or imminent. 
The main thing was to prevent a revolu¬ 
tionary situation developing. The Pus - 
sinus were unlikely to take any drastic 
action in Dan unless they were prepared to 
risk the outbreak of a world war They 
were quite aware of the interest taken in 
the integrity of Persia by the United State* 
and ourselves—an interest which had been 
reiterated iu the recent declarations made 
by you. Sir, and the American Secretary of 
State, In regard to the present direction 
of Russian pressure, the Shah agreed that 
Communist attention was being turned at 
the moment more towards the intellectuals 
than towards the working dasacs in Persia 

Agricultural Policy 

9 ills Majesty wished to work for a 
limitation on the maximum area of hold¬ 
ings of land. There was not a great num¬ 
ber of big landowners, hut they repre¬ 
sented a serious stumbling block to agri¬ 
cultural development and he saw no reason 
why the holding of hind above a certain 
area should not l>e made illegal Hu also 
wished to establish co-operative societies, 
and was injuring plans to try them out on 
the royal lands which he had handed over 
to the Imperial Social Services Organisa¬ 
tion. The Government had rntroduud a 
Bill for the distribution of the State 
Domains fwhich are distinct from (he royal 
lands referred to above), and he hoped that 
co-operatives would he set up in connexion 
with thee® also. The whole agricultural 
situation required examination. 

HI. 1 am sending copies of this den patch 
to His Majesty 's Ambassador at Washing¬ 
ton and Moscow, and to the British Middle 
East Office. Cairo. 

I have, & l \ 

F. M. SHEPHERD 
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POLITICAL SITUATION 
Sir F. Shepherd to Mr. Younger 


(No. 247) Tehran. 

< Telegraphic) 2nd Jmr. 1950. 

Washington telegram No. 1552, 

Political situation is showing ssgns ol 
developing. Prime Minister has not 
exhibited the firmness expected of him and 
has shown himself surprisingly sensitive to 
pressure from the National From, In coii- 
scquence his influence has warned and it is 
generally believed he wiJJ not last much 
longer, 

2, The only person whose name is now 
mentioned as his successor is General 
Razrmtra. Some weeks ago it was thought 
Sayyid Zia Lid Din might soon form a 
Government, but it is not now thought he 
ts in the running. The Shah told me on 
27th May that he had [? group omitted] 
Prime Minister to lay the oil agreement 
before the Majlis and I understand it may 
well be introduced next week. If the 
present Government succeed in getting it 
ratified, the Shah says he is willing to give 
them -a chance to carry the rest of their 
programmes, if not he will insist on a strong 
Government to replace them In present 
circumstances this could only mean 
Razmara, 

3, l have had little opportunity of form- 
ing a personal judgment of him hut he 
impresses favourably everyone he meets [t 
is on general grounds undesirable to appoint 


Chkf of Genera \ Stall as Prime Minister 
but in tne circumstances he seems the only 
choice. E Ijs appointment would raise fears 
of dictatorship, and indeed the prospect of 
it has already done so but I do not think 
there is need lor apprehension on this score 
fur reasons given below. Front alt accounts 
Razmwra should make an efficient, honest, 
and progressive Prime Minister. 

4. Several Persian personalities have 
spoken to me recently about the possibility 
of forming some kind of Social Democratic 
Parly to till the vacuum between Ftideh and 
National Front, and to form etude us of a 
progressive leadership which Could take the 
place of present discredited ruling clique. 
Although Razmani is not thought to have 
much interest in the formation of a party 
system, he may well be found to have some¬ 
thing in common with these [group uu- 
dccypherableb- 

5, Much depends on the fate of i he oil 
agree me ut. The Prime Minister told me on 
30th May that he expected to have a 
majority but that some inducement would 
be needed He was not prepared to say in 
advance what this might be and evidently 
wishes to wait and see how the opposition 
develops, I am trying to ginger him up into 
energetic support of the agreement hut J 
r.ither fear it will he put forward in a ven 
lukewarm manner 


EP 1531/20 No, IS 

A CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE MINISTER OF STATE AND 
THE PERSIAN AMBASSADOR 


Suggested Modification of the Supplemental Oil Agreement 

Ur. Yaunfftr to Sir F. Shrphrrd (/Wiraii) 


(No I0U. Confidential! Foreign Office t 
Sir, 7tk June. 1050. 

The Persian Ambassador called to dis¬ 
cus* with me, on the instruction* of his 
Prime Minister, the possible modi flection 
id the Supplemental Oil Agreement, He 
began by referring to the importance of 
stable internal conditions in Persia, and the 
difficulties which had been experienced as 


u result of unemployment since the war. He 
referred to the ambitions Seven-Year Finn 
of development which bi> Government is 
undertaking and to the need for finance to 
make it effective, He then recalled that the 
Secretary of State hud quite recently 
referred to the importance of Tran and 
had spoken of direct aid This was the 
lime, the Ambassador said, when direct aid 


could be most useful, and as oil is Persia's 
principal source of revenue the most suit¬ 
able way aid could be given was to make 
a more generous settlement than is at 
present contained in the Agreement. 

2. He read me out passages from a tele¬ 
gram which he bud received from his 
Prime Minister, in which it was stated that 
the Prime Minister intended in the near 
future to bring this matter before Parlia¬ 
ment for ratification. Opinion in Persia, 
however, was not favourable to this Agree¬ 
ment. and the Prime Minister did not 
think that there was much chant* of 
obtaining parliamentary approval unless 
he could announce something better than 
the present terms. He recapitulated 
several of the arguments put forward by 
opponents of the Agreement, stressing 
particularly that the British Treasury at 
present receives* far larger amount in taxa¬ 
tion uloiie out of the Oil Company's profits 
than the total received by the Persian 
(iovemment. The .Ambassador Further 
pointed out that while the British Taxation 
is in form imposed upon the Company it 
i* in fact an indirect way of taxing the 
Persians, and the argument is always 
raised that this is & position unacceptable 
to ;i sovereign State. He therefore asked 
that we should use our influent* to hi con r- 
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age the Company to agree to more generous 
terms. He emphasised that the Prime 
Minister was very anxious to get the Agree¬ 
ment approved, Hut could only do so with 
our help. He said, moreover, chat only a 
Government with a substantial majority, 
such as the present Prime Minister enjoys, 
could hop® to obtain approval for the 
Agreement, oven in modified form. He felt, 
therefore, that it would be unfortunate 
ironi both our points of view if lids oppor¬ 
tunity were to be missed. 

•T In reply to a question from me, the 
Ambassador said that lie was not making 
any concrete proposal but was mere]) ask¬ 
ing that we should encourage the Company 
to go to the limit in meeting the Persian 
Prime Minister's wishes. I asked whether 
that meant that the Persian Government 
w-uidd he making an approach to the Com- 
pany, hut he said that this would not be 
®°; ^ him that I was not familiar 

with the details of this matter but that I 
would inform myself more fully and would 
let him know JJis Majesty's Government s 
attitude to his auggestion. 

4 I urn aending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassador ar Washing 
ton and to the British Middle Hast Office 
1 nm. Ac. 

K G YOl NQFEi 


EP 1531/21 No. 19 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE MINISTER OF STATE AND THE 

PERSIAN AMBASSADOR 

Supplemental Oil Agreement 


Mr. Youiiifer to Sir F. 

(No. 109. Confidential) Foreign Office, 
Sir* %tk Juru t 1050. 

The Persian Ambassador called again 
at in) request this morning. 1 told him 
tluj since our previous meeting 1 had 
informed myself fully aljout the points he 
had raised on the Supplemental Oil Agree¬ 
ment. J had found thru ihe points he had 
reised were not new but had been con¬ 
sidered at the time of the negotiations and 
had also hud the personal attention of the 
Secretary of State, We were well aware 
1 1 mu in presenting a modified Agreement 
to Parliament criticism was knind to be 
encountered In any Parliament iberc 
would always be people who would claim 
ihtu the Government could have got better 


Sktpherd [Tehran ) 

terms. It was because we were aware of 
the Persian Government's, difficulties that 
we had pressed the Company to be as forth¬ 
coming as possible during the negotiations, 
and in fact they had made man) conces¬ 
sions at (hat time. We did not think it 
fusible to press them Jo make any further 
conic-sinus now. The Agreement, iu its 
present form would bring substantial 
iicnellt-s to tilt* Persian Government, and we 
very much hoped that the Prime Minister 
would manage to get it accepted. The 
Persian -YmJ>a8sador did not dissent from 
rny statemeiu that all these points hail been 
< i nisi -tiered before, he merely repeated that 
he was afraid that there would be very 
great difficulty and that his Prime Minister 



















had hofted that we amid have helped him 
at (his stage. He would, however, rejioil 
what 1 had said to the Prime Minister, 

2 l am sending rtspies of this despatch 
in His Majesty's Ambassador at Wash¬ 


ington and to llw British Middle East 
Ortkv 

1 am. i$u, 

K., G. YOUNGER 


EP 1016/48 No. 20 

CONVERSATION BE I WEEN HIS MAJESTY’S AMBASSADOR AND 

THE SHAH 

Sir Fr Shepfwrd to Mf, Younger, i Received I0x/r June) 


(No. 257} Tehran, 

(Telegraphic! I0M June. 1950. 

Your telegram No. 2652 to Washington: 
Political situation in Persia. 

I lunched with (he Shah on 8th June, He 
said he was disappointed with the weakness 
shown by the present Government Two 
Ministers had resigned, the Government 
was appeasing the National Front and the 
internal situation was complicated by the 
progress of communism* the murder ol 
Dihkn and (he return of Ka&hani. The 
odS> person who hud the necessary qualifi¬ 
cations for leadership of a strong Govern¬ 
ment was ka/.mara. Even he however 
could not succeed with the prose tit 
governmental organisation. His Majesty 
considered that it was necessary to 
decentralise the Government and he w ished 
according]} to establish a large measure ot 
autonomy" in each of the ten provinces. 
There would he provincial councils from 
w hich a governor would be chosen and the 
province* would raise and use their owji 
funds with assistance as required from the 
Central Government, These reforms would 
improve morale, give the provinces direct 
interest in administering their own concerns* 
check drift in® to the capital and reduce 
corruption at the centre, 

2. The Shah was evasive as to the means 
to be used to launch these reforms but from 
what be suit! and from a subsequent con¬ 
versation which the Oriental counsellor had 
with Rnzmara* 1 gather the latter on 
appointment as Prime Minister would ask 
for full power from Parliament, I am not 
certain what this would entail but it would 
mean n good deal more than the usual vote 
of confidence. Majlis in Razmara’s view 
would be likely to refuse and would then be 
dissolved. Reforms could apparently then 
be instituted under existing JegESlatiott and 
new elections would He held in due course. 


3. The Shah said that this project was 
complicated by the necessity of passing oil 
agreement- Did I consider the present 
Government should proceed with its 
attempt or should Razmara agree to ncces- 
m edifications with the oil companies so that 
in due course he could present it to Parlia¬ 
ment as an agreement made by his own 
Government and not a previous one, 

4. 1 said indications of the past week 
were that the points of difference between 
the Government and the companies were 
narrowing. My reaction was that the 
present Prime Minister might be given a 
chance to pass it but that 1 might be able 
to judge better In a week or so. It was 
accordingly agreed that wc should meet 
again in seven to ten days' time. 

5. I have discussed the whole question 
v-iIh my United Stales colleague. We both 
agree with the substance of your telegram 
No. 231 though Wiley fears that the 
appointment of Razmara may lead to dis¬ 
turbances, We also agree that proposed 
reforms are in principle to be encouraged. 
The Shuh assured me that he would remain 
Commander-in-chief of the armed forces 
and that Ra/mara would have no more 
control over them than a civilian Prime 
Minister. Americans and ourselves will 
meet to discuss the situation further on 
15th June before \ see the Shall again. 

6. If the present Prime Minister is 
removed before he presents the oil agree¬ 
ment to Parliament there will be a long 
delay before a new Parliament is elected. 
The Persians would certainly press for some 
interim arrangements whereby they would 
gel at least some of the benefit of the sup¬ 
plemental agreement. It therefore seems 
best to proceed with ratification if arrange¬ 
ments are satisfactory. ! expect to telegraph 
further on this point very shortly. 
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7, idc Shah has evident!} now made up 
jus mind wiiat he wants to do and wishes 
to act quickly. 1 understand Lhat he has 
informed Razmara that he na$ decided to 


make him Prime Minister, I ao not at 
present see any need tor the urgency and 
would propose to try to restrain the Shah 
from rushing his ]? group omitted]. 


EP 1013/ 27 No, 21 

MONTHLY REPORT FOR MAY 1950 
Sir F. Shepherd to Mr. Younger. (Received \brh June} 


(No. 1761 Tehran, 

Sir, 1 2th June, 1950. 

With reference to my despatch No. 140 
of 5lh May. 1 have the honour to submit the 
following report on events in Persia during 
May 1950- 

Foreign Affairs 

2. Pbe month opened with Soviet Radio 
attacks on the late Riza Shah, whose re- 
intef incut in Teh rati had been arranged for 
7th M iy In die event, ihe Soviet Union 
and its satellites neither appointed a special 
representative nor sent the Head of their 
Mission in Tehran to the funeral and. the 
day of the funeral beluga Sundays on which 
day the flags of foreign missions are nor¬ 
mally flown in Tehran, the Soviet Embassy 
flaw their Hag at full mast. This action 
aroused considerable resentment even 
among persons not normally well disposed 
to the late Shah’s memory. There was 
some talk of retaliation, if not against 
the powerful Soviet Government* ;tt 
least against its: Satellites, but apart from 
omitting the representatives of the offending 
Governments from the list of guests at 
various Government functions given in con¬ 
nexion with the funeral, the Persian Govern* 
mem in fact took no action. 

5. Attention was in any case very soon 
diverted from (he Soviet attitude to the 
royal funeral by the receipt of an official 
note from the Soviet Government com phi in- 
mg that the Persian Oil Company had 
entered into negotiations with foreign con¬ 
cerns for a geological survey and air photo¬ 
graph of Khurasan. Gurgan, Mazandaran 
and Gilan (parts of which area lie along the 
frontiers of the Soviet Union). 7 he note 
also complained (hat the Persian Oil Com¬ 
pany had bought machinery for its opera¬ 
tions in these districts from American firms, 
The Soviet Government ihen drew attention 
to a previous note complaining that the 
activities of foreigners in Persia might create 
dangers to the frontiers of the Soviet 


Government, described the measures now 
taken by the Persian Qii Company as incom- 
patihfc with the good relations provided for 
in the Soviet-Pensian i reaty of February 
1921* and concluded by requiring the Per¬ 
sian Government to lake stepx to put an end 
to this abnormal state of affairs. On IBih 
May the Persian Government replied lo this 
note that they were surprised that the for¬ 
mation of a Persian Oil Company and the 
steps to secure an air survey* which were 
purely internal mailers, should have caused 
anxiety to the Soviet Government. Never¬ 
theless, in order to elucidate (he mutter, the 
Persian Government offered certain facts 
for the information of the Soviet Embassy, 
The note then declared (hat the whole 
capital of the Persian Oil Company had been 
taken up by the Persian Government, that 
this 100 per cent. Persian company had 
engaged a number of Swiss experts to assist 
Persian experts in exploring for oil and lhat 
the surveying parlies had so far only 
explored (he South-Eastern areas of Persia. 
As regards the machinery purchased from 
America* this was essentia] for exploration 
purposes and was obtained from America 
as that country produced the best machinery 
of this kind: it appeared that the Soviet 
Government had also purchased machinery 
of die- same type from the United States for 
their own use. The note then explained the 
need for air mapping for the purposes, of 
(he Seven-Year Plan Organ but ion and 
explained that foreign firms had been 
brought in as Persia lacked both the equip¬ 
ment and (he necessary experts: the relevant 
Soviet insiiiulions had been given an oppor¬ 
tunity lo bid for this contract hut none had 
availed themselves of the opportunity Since 
the time limit for lenders had been extended 
to 7th June, 1950* as yet no air photograph 
at all had been started. In order lhat there 
should he no misunderstanding, instructions 
had been given to the Seven-Year Plan 
Organisation that in (he areas adjacent to 
the Soviet frontiers, aerial photography 
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should not tic undertaken„ The note con¬ 
cluded by Emphasising the Persian Govern¬ 
ment's. desire for good relations with the 
So*id. Government, This conciliatory reply 
seems to have met with general approval in 
political circles in Tehran, although there 
was some tendency to criticise the Govern¬ 
ment for not hating worded the note 
somewhat more firmly. 

4. Attention was in turn diverted from 
this exchange of notes b; the issue of 
Mr. Begins and Mr. AchdKm's statements 
about Persia after the London Conference. 
Coming as the* did immediately after the 
exchange of notes with the Soviet Govern* 
ment. these statements had an encouraging 
effect and were in general well received. 
The conclusion was drawn Irom them that 
Persia could now expect to receive as favour¬ 
able treatment in the matter of aid as 
Turkey the supposed discrepancy between 
the help given to the two countries being a 
permanent source of dissatisfaction here, 
Some commentators preferred to reserve 
judgment on the statements until it was seen 
what practical results flowed from them. 
The demonstration of Anglo-American 
unit* furnished by these statements has had 
a considerable and beneficial effect. 

5. I hc other foreign news which excited 
most interest during the month was the 
Turkish election results. Developments in 
Turkey arc followed with keen interest here 
and the Turks were much and rather wist¬ 
fully admired for their success in bringing 
about b> peaceful means a complete change 
in their Government. Another foreign 
question which has attracted attention in 
I he press is the question of the annexation 
of Arab Palestine to Jordan and the final 
recognition of Israel, tjfifa'ot stressed that 
the Foreign Ministers of the three Powers 
are agreed that a final settlement between 
the Arab Slates and Israel is essential for the 
peace and that they would encourage the 
Arab States to recognise the annexation of 
A rah Palest i nc to J orditA. Th ere cont i u ues 
to be some criticism of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment for having recognised Israel 

b. Towards the end of the month a minor 
newspaper reported li radio news item la 
the effect that the Iraqi Government pro- 
p sed to open consulates in Bahrain and 
Kuwait A Deputy has now tabled a ques¬ 
tion in the Majlis asking the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to report on the matter and 
to stale w hat action the Persian Government 
has lA;n about the Iraqi proposal, Bahrain 
being an integral nart of Persia, f! is to be 


noted that the question relates only to 
Bahrain and makes no mention of Kuwait. 

J n ter hat All airs 

7. | he beginning of the month was 
dominated by the reinterment of the body 
of lhe Life Riza S.iah which* since his death 
in South Africa in 1944, had lain in Cairo. 
The funeral was well organised and passed 
off without incident. Since it was known 
that the Shah had lung wished fu reinter his 
laic father in Tehran, the successful conduct 
of the ceremonies was accounted a success 
for him. ti had the further effect of en¬ 
hancing the standing with the Shah of 
General Ra?,mara. Chief of the General 
Star!, who personally supervised the 
arrangements. The Shah's increased con¬ 
fidence in him in turn led to much talk of 
the possibility of Razmara’s relinquishing 
hk present post and being appointed Prime 
Minister. The impression that the Shah 
had lost confidence in the present Prims 
Mblister naturally weakened the Litter’s 
position; and indeed during the month the 
per for finance of his Government was not 
impressive. In paragraph J of my report 
for April l described the success achieved 
by Dr. Musutidiq, the leader of the National 
Front, in securing priority for the legislation 
in which he was interested, h is no 
exaggeration to say that during the month 
Dr. Musaddiq and the National Front estab¬ 
lished a degree of morn I ascendancy over 
the Prime Minister and his Government 
which would be surprising but for the 
chronic fear which Persian politicians have 
of being criticised, especially from an 
extreme Nationalist standpoint. The result 
of this situation was ihat the Government 
look as few decisions as possible. It so 
happened that of the matters which in¬ 
evitably came up for decision during the 
month, two affected Important British 
interests. The first was the renewal of the 
contract of Sir Alexander Gibb and Com¬ 
pany to supervise the establishment of a 
piped-watcr supply for Tehran: Nationalist 
elements in the Tehran municipality had 
given the firm considerable trouble and had 
been doing everything possible to prevent 
the renewal of the contract and questions 
were asked in Parliament by Deputies con¬ 
nected with Dr Musaddiq. The former 
contract expired on 15th May* and the result 
of these hostile manoeuvres and the inde¬ 
cision of the Government was that by the 
end of the month the new contract had not 
been signed. Fhe seednd maUer conceruing 
British interests was the purchase by the 
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Persian State Railways of forty badly needed 
locomotives from Vulcan Foundry Limited, 
i lie Cabinet decided two months ago that 
the British firm s tender was the best and 
should be accepted, and reaffirmed its 
decision recently, fhe contract was almost 
ready for signature when a violent article 
was published in his newspaper by the 
National Front Deputy Baqa’i, accusing the 
Minister of Communications and his Under¬ 
secretary of treason in awarding the con¬ 
tract to a British firm. Personal animosity 
against the Minister of Communications 
and underhand activity by the German 
interests which failed to obtain the contract 
by fair means, contributed to the violence 
ol this attack, which was so fur successful 
that by the end of the month the contract 
had not received (he necessary Persian 
signatures, National Front Deputies also 
made trouble over a contract for the supply 
of sugar by a British firm definitely con¬ 
cluded some weeks ago. 

& Dr. Musaddiq emphasised his com¬ 
manding position when in the List week of 
the month he let it be known that he wished 
to address Ehe Majlis. This was regarded 
as a public event of the firs! importance 
and great expectations were aroused, On 
251h May he made a long speech, in the 
course of which he praised the Shah, and 
described him as a true democrat, but 
insisted (hat he must not further alter the 
Constitution and must prevent members of 
his family (mentioning Princess Ashraf by 
name) from interfering in political acid 
interna! affairs. In the course of this pas¬ 
sage Dr. Musaddiq held up Britain as a 
model of a democratic and constitutional 
country., Dr. Musaddiq at several points 
emphasised his opposition to any attempt 
to set up a dictatorship, and suggested that 
the recent removal of the Chief of Police, 
Major-General Zuhidi, supposedly at the 
instance of the General Staff, was a pre¬ 
liminary in this direction. As regards the 
Government, Dr. Musaddiq said that has 
party did no( wish to he entirely negative 
and would have no objection to co-opera- 
ring if the Prime Minister would bring for* 
'vard useful reform measures. The Prime 
Minister replied in a conciliatory speech, 
Dr. Musaddiq's speech somewhat dis¬ 
appointed those who had expected some- 
(hing really violent, unci some members of 
(he National Front are known to be dis¬ 
pleased with his praise of Britain, which, in 
'heir mythology, is the State which placed 
fti/a Shah in power and kepi him there. 


In Lie Majlis it was well received and caused 
considerable speculation as to whether or 
not the Prime Minister and Dr. Musaddiq 
had come to some son of private arrange¬ 
ment. Whether or not there is any such 
arrangement, and ii so us nature, will soon 
he apparent, since the Prime Minister in¬ 
formed the Majlis on 30th Ma* that he 
would very shortly be submitting for a 
decision the Supplemental Oil Agreement, 
i he National Front have hitherto main- 
lamed an intransigent opposition to this 
agreement, and it remains to he seen if then 
attitude is in any way modified. Despate 
his declared intern ion of laying the agree¬ 
ment before the Majlis at an early date Ajj 
Mansur bad bj the end of the month shown 
no that he intended to instruct the 
departments of the Government to make the 
facts of the agreement known to the public 
and to Parliament before formally bringing 
the Bill forward. 

v. Considerable excitement was caused 
in Tehran on 27th May when Ahmad 
Dihqan. a Deputy, editor of a much read 
weekly newspaper, and friend of the Chief 
of the General Staff and the Court, was 
murdered in (he office of the theatre which 
he managed. The murderer was caught, 
but the police had not at the end of the 
month Published the result of their interro¬ 
gation of him. It was. however, made 
known that he was an employee of the 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company and a member 
of the Tudch Parly 

10. I’he Majlis achieved very little of 
positive importance during the month under 
review, although some progress was made 
with a Bill for the sale of State domains. 
Thc Government tabled the budget for the 
current Persian year and also legislation on 
the following points: 

Agricultural taxes; 

The laying-off and compensating of sur¬ 
plus Government servants; 

Treaty of Friendship with India; 

Air Traffic Treaty with Sweden; 

Air Traffic Treaty with Holland; 

The Press; 

Rent Control. 

The Budget Estimates showed an initial 
deficit of 2,500 million rials which it is once 
again proposed to cover by economies and 
increased revenue. Details are not avail¬ 
able, but an increase in military expenditure, 
especially for forces near the So*let frontier* 
was subject to an immediate attack by 
Dr. Musaddiq, 
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i 1 There is nothing tmj.wrt.atii to report 
in the matter of Tudeh activities except that 
in me course of the discovery of several 
Tydeh cells m Tabriz (paragraph of my 
report for April* the police seized a number 
of important papers, itidtiding a record of 
a decision to turn the main energies of the 
party from ihe workmen and to concentrate 
on the intelligentsia of the university, the 
colleges and Government Departments. 
This trend was already apparent in the 
observed activities of the party in Tehran 
and elsewhere, 

12 The International Bank Mission 
(paragraph If* of my report for Aprils- left 
Tehran on 27th May for Abadan on their 
way to the United Slates, ft is believed that 


the mission will recommend that the Inter¬ 
national Bunk consider making loans for 
two cement plants and for improvements to 
the Oort of Khorrainshahr, to a total of 
some $6 million. The mission was greatly 
concerned about the budgetary deficit of 
roughly 1,500 mill ion rials on last year's 
operations and also about the country's 
balance of payments which showed a deficit 
for the lira time for some years. It reached 
the conclusion that there was no prospect 
of real improvement in Persia’s financial 
and economic position unless the Supple¬ 
mental Oil Agreement was ratified, 

1 have, &c. 

F, M. SHEPHERD, 


EP 1016 54 No, 22 

FLANS FOR THE REFORM OF THE PERSIAN GOVERNMENT BY 

DECENTRALISATION 

Sir F. Shepherd to Mr, Younger. i Received '2&rd Jum\ 


(No. IM, Secret) Tehran, 

Sir, UNA ,/ }tae y 1950, 

I n tilt- course Of luncheon w r ith the Shah 
at the Soadabad Private PaUi* yesterday, 
1 referred t«s the plans fur the reform of 
the tjOVfiTOittvnt by decentralisation which 
His Majesty had outlined to rue ten days 
previously and said that it spumed (dear 
that the proposed reforms won Id be bents 
lit iai to the country, I could also tell him 
that if His Majesty decided to appoint 
General Hfizremm as head of the Govern¬ 
ment the stp|jointmeni would please His 
Majesty s i vowrnmerit, The Shah said that 
he was relieved to hear this because he had 
not been certain about our attitude. I said 
thaL, when he had spoken to me about this 
matter before, it had occurred to me that 
there were some difficulties in the way of 
carrying out the change of Government 
and instituting the reforms. After the 
iijjpniittmvnT of Tin* present Prims Minister, 
H !- Ma j esty had exp resists l l he hope t-ha I 
we &hoa$d k‘ aide to support the new 
Gen rnmeid. and I had promised linth him 
and M AH Mas hiii that we diould suppr! 
the Government in any measure** which they 
might lake to improve the condition of the 
poople in Persia. This promise I had kept 
loyally since M Mansur had lieen and still 
was the Prime Minister appointed by His 
Majesty. \ had, however, Iwen disap¬ 
pointed both at the lack of progress which 
the Government had made with its pro* 


gramme, and with its weakness riT-A-urV the 
Mali and Front, whose activities had inter 
fared with the British interests which hud 
bean on the point of being straightened out 
(sen my despatch .No, 184 of 30th May] ; 
AL Mansur's attitude with regard to the 
Oil Agreement had not been very helpful 
and he had told me the previous night that, 
having appointed a committee of eighteen 
to study t he agreement, he was not prepared 
to take a definite line himself but would 
await the opinion of the committee I said 
that if M. Mansur were to give a lead in a 
positive sense tu the Parliament there was a 
good chiiiti. e that the Oil Agreement would be 
passed, but that if he did not rite chance* 
were very slender. M Mansur had now 
made it dear that he did not propose to 
give a lead and, judging by the delays which 
had occurred in connexion with the less 
important matters of interest to us, one 
mu Id not have any confidence that the Oil 
Agreement would h* dealt with in a reason¬ 
ably prompt manner. If, therefore, His 
Majesty decided that he had lost confidence 
in the present Government, 1 would not fool 
myself in a position to criticise him, 

2. As regards the appointment of 
General liazmara, I recalled that 1 had 
mentioned that the appointment of the 
Chief of the General Stuff as Prime 
Minister would come as a shock both in 
Persia and abroad 1 thought i ha" the 
question of the timing of the appointment 
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and of choosing the right opportunity tu 
make i! was important. The change should 
he brought about, with the least possible 
lirnscjueness The timing. I thought, de- 
peu led upon three factors : the Oil Agree¬ 
ment., internal security and the Economic 
Mission of the new American Ambassador. 
As regards the Oil Agreement, 1 had al¬ 
ready dealt with the poor chances of its 
being ratified by the present Government, 
but it would seem that if it were left to a 
new Government under General Razmn ra 
there would he a long delay, Thu Shah 
said that this was not necessarily the case. 
If some slight modifications could In? made 
General Razmara could present ii to the 
Majlis with Ins endorsement and it was 
possible that it might lie passed. I said 
that 1 was under the impression that 
General Raimara might perhaps ask for 
full powers, though I was nut aware what 
rbis might imply, and that a dissolution 
after his coming into power was likely. 
The Shah said that he did not think it was 
the intention to ask for full powers of a 
general nature, but that General R&zmara 
might ask for specific powers to put into 
effect the decentralisation reforms and pos¬ 
sibly other measures. He thought that the 
Majlis might possibly agree to vote these 
powers. In that case it was possible that 
fhe Oil Agreement mild therefore lie passed! 
in the present session. I pointed out that 
the Persian Ambassador in London, having 
approached the Foreign Office regarding 
the possibility of inodi floations in the agree¬ 
ment, hud received! the answer ihtia His 
Majesty’s Government considered it. to be 
just and even generous and that therefore 
the likelihood of modifications was sum 11, 
His Majesty, however, seemed to i hiuk that 
some face-saving device might still be 
found 

'A As regards the question nf internal 
security. I said that although the situation 
was certainly deteriorating I had not the 
feeling that a crisis had vet been reached. 

Tt was important to choose the right mn 
iiient and this was something which only 
Tlis Majesty could decide. Tt was evident 


that the situation was developing towards 
;r moment when the time for route action 
would be appropriate. The Shah referred 
to the Activities of the National Front and 
of Kasbnni, and appeared to think that 
I was advising him to wait until actual 
disorders occurred before making a change 
of Government l pointed out that, on 
the rontrnry, it was necessary to choose a 
moment early enough to avoid, if possible, 
the outbreak of disturbances, 

4. Li this connexion 1 referred tu the 
dismissal on the previous day of M, Shah- 
rukh. (he Director-General of I 1 res* and 
Propaganda, and said that I hoped that 
the larger budget for propaganda purposes 
would be agreed to. Persia had suffered in 
the past from a lack of propaganda facili¬ 
ties and it was important that she should 
Stave a [ her disposal a well-organised and 
sufficiently extensive propaganda machine 
to make I lie Persian view suitably known 
both at home arid abroad. The i>hah was 
evidently annoyed at ihe dismissal of Shah- 
rukh„ whom he regarded as the only capable 
propaguid a expert in I he country I took 
liie occasion of mentioning also that con 
tacts between Persians and foreign embas¬ 
sies, as well hs the activities of bodies like 
the British Council, were very useful in 
preserving balanced opinion in the oaintrv 
aitd in acquainting the population with 
what went on in the outside world. The 
Shah agreed w Ufa this, 

5. !l wn* evident that the Shah had 
turnaE completely against Ali Mansur :md 
was contempt nuns of his method of going 
■bout promising something to everybody 
and saying that everything would come oat 
all right Mansur might Ik- a verv ex¬ 
perienced politician hut what was needed 
mm- was not (his type of talent but the 
quality nf leadership, a conclusion with 
which I expressed my agreement. 

H-. I am sanding itipies of this despatch 
fn His Majesty's Ambassador at Washing¬ 
ton and to the RHtish Middle East Office, 
Cairo. 

I have. At, 

FRANCIS M SHEPHERD. 


EP 1016/62 No, 23 

THE DECLINE Oi- THE ALI MANSUR GOVERNMENT 


Sir F. Shepherd to Mr, Younger, 


l No. 189) T ehrti/i. 

Sir, 2&th June, 1950. 

The Ali Mansur Government is evidently 
ITt gone in n decline, but it is not yet clear 


{Received 30th June) 

how long it cun survive, or whetlter it will 
pass quietly away of inanition or be given a 
treatment of euthanasia by the Shall, 
During its brief life ii has done, so far as I 

















can sec. nothing 10 improver conditions in 
Persia, and has spent most of its lime spar- 
ring with the demagogues of lhe National 
Front. In ordinary conditions, 1 should have 
been prepared to watch the opening stages of 
iins game without undue impatience. I do 
not trunk that .VI, Ah Mansur s reputation as 
a wily politician is unearned and he could 
normally have been given time to settle his 
procedural difficulties with the Senate and 
work out his position vfi-d-ti.v tite opposi¬ 
tion!- It has. in Tact, been claimed on his 
behalf that he has succeeded in consolidating 
his position in the Majlis and has recruited 
a Government majority on which he could 
count. So far as British interests are con¬ 
cerned, undue sensitiveness towards the 
opposition fins meant vexatious attacks and 
delays in connexion with the locomotive 
contract and the Tehran water supply fbotb 
oF which are something of more genera! 
importance to the country than ordinary 
commercial contracts), while the Prime 
Minister has fought shy of defining his atti¬ 
tude towards the Oil Agreement. He has 
also postponed the attempt to realise his 
own political nrogrimme inTavour of giving 
priority to certain measures proposed by the 
opposition. He was never in any cum; a 
popular choice For Prime Minister, and all 
these mtnteuvres have led to a certain 
amount of exasperation in political circles. 
Even though the m intruvres in question 
might, if he is left a free hand, lead eventu¬ 
ally to some working agreement which 
would give the Government some grounds 
for expecting a fair security of tenure, it js 
abundantly clear that nothing can, he 
expected but cautious palliatives for the 
country's grave diseases.. The exaspera¬ 
tion referred to above has therefore a 
deeper foundation than mere impatience. It 
has been felt very strongly by the Shah who 
secs no prospect of getting something done 
for the country by such tortuous methods, 
which vim at retaining the exaggerated 
privileges of the existing ruling class while 
providing some small relaxation of the 
general misery. This can only be an 
interim policy and it has very little chance 
of starting a healthy movement towards a 
better balanced society. If such methods 
are seen lo succeed* this will be art 
encouragement to the "old gang” to hold 
up reforms by means of the grant of the 
minimum palliatives it the longest possible 
intervals. Such a policy is always bound to 
be dangerous and is alt the more so with 
the Russian^ sitting on the doorstep and 


blaring Marxist propaganda through the 
keyhole. 

2. In ihese circumstances the Shah is 
scarcely to be blamed if he has lost confi¬ 
dence m the ability of the existing Govern¬ 
ment to initiate the measures called for by 
the situaLion in the country, and if he looks 
round for a Prime Minister with the quality 
of leadership. Even so, the present Govern¬ 
ment might well have been left to patch up 
its programme but for the question of the 
Oil Agreement and the change of American 
Ambassadors. J he appointment of Mr, 
Grady from Greece has led the Persians to 
expect substantial economic help From the 
Americans, and it is well known that M. AIL 
Mansur is regarded with suspicion by the 
l Jtitled States authorities. His past reputa¬ 
tion for venality does not, in fact, make him 
a very suitable Head of Government to 
conduct negotiations for a loan with the 
Untied States. The country is badly in need 
of money* not on3} for its normal budget, 
but ri$0 for the application of the .Seven- 
Year Plan. The only immediate source of 
revenue is the Oil Royalties, and M, Ah 
Mansur had let il be known that he is not 
prepared to defend the agreement signed by 
fib. predecessor, hut will be guided bv the 
report of i special Commission of ihe Majlis 
appointed to exam me the question, It is 
difficult to imagine thai the Commission will 
feel able lo recommend signature of the 
Supplementary Agreement as it stands with¬ 
out a strong lead from the Government 
The procedure adopted therefore appears 
tantamount to shelving the Oil Agreement, 
unless the Commission exhibits an amount 
of courage and common sense which we 
have no grounds for expecting from it, or is 
goaded into action by fear of a military 
dictatorship. 

3 It is now well enough known that the 
Shah is dissatisfied with the Mansur Gov¬ 
ernment and that he wishes to appoint 
General Razmara. This means that the 
Prime Minister's efforts to consolidate a 
majority in the Majlis are handicapped by 
the consciousness of the deputies that he 
no longer enjoys the full support of the 
Sovereign, and when he falls he will no 
doubi make the most of this circumstance. 
At the present moment claims ore being 
simultaneously made that the Prime Minis¬ 
ter has succeeded in organising a working 
majority, and that General Razmara has 
collected sufficient voles to ensure his sup¬ 
port when he comes into power, Since the 
Majlis is composed of a mosaic of small 
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frictions whose allegiartcc may prove trans¬ 
ferable. both claims may quite possibly be 
true, 

4, In addition to the effect of the need for 
ratilymg Lie oil agreement and the imminent 
arrival of the new American Ambassador 
and his economic Mission, the question of a 
change o! Government is to some extent 
dependent on the internal situation. The 
demagogues of the National From have a 
certain potentiality for mischief-making, 
and so has Kashani, the Mullah whose 
return from exile has aroused a good deal 
of excitement. Both the National Front 
and Kashani have exhibited alarm at the 
possibility of a mililar> dictatorship and 
have uttered th reals about re sis lance. This 
makes it at! the more desirable that a change 
of Government should be made with the 
least possible brusqueness, especially during 
Ramazan, when tempers .ire apt to be 
uncertain* md when popular attendance at 


the Mosques gives the Mullahs their best 
opportunity for exciting an undiseriruin¬ 
ating populace. A number of elder states¬ 
men are preaching the desirability of not 
making the expected change of Government 
too precipitately, a point which is all the 
more important beeiiuse the Shah has 
recently diminished in popularity. He him¬ 
self does riot warn to be manoeuvred out of 
his plans for appointing General Razmara 
by a scries of short delays for the sake of 
expediency, and it is for these reasons that 
the remaining tenure of office of M, Mansur 
is somewhat uncertain, though it can 
scarcely he of very long duration. 

5. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Ifis Majesty's Ambassador at Washing¬ 
ton and to the British Middle East Olfice. 
Cairo. 

I have, &c. 

F. M. SHEPHERD. 


EP 1013/30 No, 24 

MONTHLY REPORT FOR JUNE 1950 

Sir F, Shepherd to Ur, Younger, [Received 7th July\ 


fNo, I97 j Tehran. 

Sir, Ut July* 1950 

With reference to my despatch No. 3 76 
of [2th June, \ have the honour to submit 
the to!lowing report on events in Persia 
during June 1950, 


Foreign Affairs 

2. The Soviet Government rebutted the 
Pc!^ian Government’s note of 19th May 
replying to the Soviet complaint about the 
proposed air survey in northern Persia, with 
a note dated 20lh June. The new Soviet 
communication insisted that the Persian 
Government had in fact made an agree¬ 
ment with an American company to pros¬ 
pect i r or oil in north Persia and quoted a 
Stale Department spokesman io this effect. 
The Soviet note declared this and other 
activity to have a military character, to in¬ 
volve the participation of foreigners and 
particularly Americans and therefore to 
contain a potential danger to ihe frontiers 
of the Soviet Union, and declared these 
activities to be contrary to the relations of 
good neighbourship established by the 
Soviet-Persian Treaty of February 192L 
The Soviet Government therefore renewed 
their request to the Persian Government to 
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rectify the situation. It is understood that 
the Persian Government prepared a reply 
denying that the Soviet Government had any 
cause for complaini but at ihe end of the 
month the reply had not been sent. 

3. Considerable anxiety was caused hy the 
course of events sn Korea, 

A Mr. John Wiley, the retiring United 
St a i es A mb asaador. | e ft Te hra n ’ on 18th 
June Mr. Henry Grady, the new United 
Stales Ambassador, arrived on 30th June, 
It was generally expected that he would 
bring with him proposals for American 
economic aid to Persia, 

5, M r Muhammad Sa'id, a former Prime 
Minister, was appointed Persian Ambas¬ 
sador to Turkey and was expected to leave 
shortly to take up his post. 


Internal VIlairs 

6. The principal events of the month were 
the return to Tehran of Ayatullah Abut 
Qasim K as hank the tabling of the Supple¬ 
mental Oil Agreement in the Majlis* the 
resignation of the Mansur Government and 
Ihe appointment of General Rarmara as 
Prime Minister. Kashani* a clerical dema¬ 
gogue with a certain following in Tehran, 
had been arrested after the attempt on the 
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Shah s life in February 1949 and subse- 
queniEy allowed |o leave the country. In 
the meanwhile he had been elected as one of 
the National From Deputies for Tehran and 
had periodica fly sent strongly-worded mes¬ 
sages criticising the Shah, the General Stall 
and the Persian Government His sup¬ 
porters organised impressive celebrations for 
nis return on i Oth June and it was estimated 
that some J 5,000 people went to Tehran air¬ 
port to greet him. After his return he 
devoted himself to supporting the efforts of 
the National Front against the Supplemental 
Oil Agreement and against the coming to 
power of General Ruzmara. Although the 
accession of strength was on some grounds 
welcome to the National Front, it soon 
became clear that the emergence of a rival 
'* national hero " was by no means welcome 
to Dr. Musaddjq, and the latter on 13th June 
made an attempt to assert his primacy in 
opposition by proposing in the Majlis a'Bill 
which would have had the effect of can¬ 
celling the unconditional rigid of dissolution 
of both Chambers granted to the Shah by 
the Constituent Assembly last year. He 
tried to insist that the requisite number of 
sig statu res for a private member's Bill he 
affixed there and then hut the great majority 
of Deputies refused to play his game and his 
manoeuvre ended in an ignominious fiasco, 

7, After much hesitation, Alt Mansur 
formally asked the Majlis to place the Sup¬ 
plemental Oil Agreement on its agenda and 
to appoint a special commission to consider 
it. In doing this he made no attempt what¬ 
soever to suggest that his Government had 
studied the matter and considered the Bill 
to be in the interest of Persia and his feeble 
attitude, while possibly gratifying to the few 
Deputies of the National Front, seriously 
damaged his position with the Deputies who 
were disposed on general grounds to support 
the Government of the day. A special com¬ 
mission of eighteen members w f as subse¬ 
quently elected from the six sections of the 
Majlis. Of the eighteen, four were mem¬ 
bers of the National Front and a fifth was 
a member of the Persian Party which for 
practical purposes can be considered as part 
of the National Front. The commission 
subsequently proceeded to elect as its chair¬ 
man Dr. Viiisaddiq and as its rapporteur 
Mttkki, another National Front Deputy. 

K. Hie National Front thus secured a 
position in the oil question out of all propor¬ 
tion to their voting strength in the Majlis, 

In the matter of the coming to power of 
General Ruzmara, they were less successful. 
Although their repeated declarations of 
opposition to "a military dictatorship" 


which they always equated with the appoint¬ 
ment of Razmaua as Prime Minister, had 
some effect in strengthening the hand of the 
Mansur Government, it was clear towards 
the end of the month that this Government 
had very little longer to live. One of its 
most intelligent members. Dr, AU AmErn, 
resigned earlier in the month. He had his 
own difficulties to contend with in the 
Ministry of National Economy but his resig¬ 
nation was generally interpreted as meaning 
that lie preferred leaving the ship before it 
sank in the course of the month it became 
increasingly obvious to all that Ali Mansur 
had lost the confidence of the Shah The 
lack of confidence felt by the Shah in Ali 
Mansur’s Government naturally had its 
effect on the Majlis, with ihc consequence 
chat Deputies who were hostile to the 
National Front and disposed to support the 
Government of the day developed a kind of 
transferable allegiance; while Mansur was 
in power they were prepared to support him 
but were equally ready to support Razmara 
should he be appointed Prime Minister. 

9. On 25th June the Shah returned from 
a brief visit to Mnzandaran and on ihe fol¬ 
lowing day dismissed Mansur and appointed 
Razmara as Prime Minister. The Imperial 
rescript appointing him described him as 
" Haji Ali Razmara and gave him no mili¬ 
tary rank. The same evening Razmara 
presented his new Cabinet to the Shah, The 
composition of this Cabinet has already 
been reported and it will be sufficient here 
to say that of the former Ministers whom 
Razmara appointed both Taqi Na$r and 
Nakha i arc good men and the other 
Ministers are mostly experienced officiate of 
good standing At. the same time Razmap 
announced the appointment of Major- 
General Garzan to succeed him as Chief 
of the General Staff and of Brigadier 
Parian, formerly head of the military police, 
is Chief of Police. On the evening of his 
appointment Razmara held a press con¬ 
ference at which he particularly emphasised 
hts desire to follow a constitutional path, 
to reform the organisation of the country 
by democratic decentralisation and to work 
for its economic improvement. On 27th 
June he presented his Cabinet to the Majlis 
and defined his programme on much the 
same lines as at his press conference. As 
was to he expected, there was noisy opposi¬ 
tion from the National Front Deputies but 
che day passed off without other incident. 
On 28th June he presented his Cabinet and 
his programme to the Senate and this 
day also passed off without incident. On 
29th June the debate on the Government's 
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programme began in the Majlis, the 
National Froni, speaking against the 
Government and the only other speaker of 
the day speaking for it. Before taking office 
Razmara had prepared the ground very 
carefully with the Deputies and with all the 
important political elements, even visit me 
Dr. Musaddiq, and it was expected at the 
end of the month that he would receive a 
vote of confidence in both Chambers. He 
had at the end of the month in any case 
scored an important success in that the 
National Front had not succeeded either in 
assembling crowds to demonstrate against 
him or in closing the bazaar, both of which 
measures had been freely threatened. He 
further improved his position b\ a successful 
address to a large number of students of 
Tohra i University on 29th June, 

10. The financial situation a wailing the 
new Government was described in para¬ 
graph 10 of my report for May (despatch 
No 176 of 12th June). On the other hand, 
it could take encouragement from the excel¬ 
lent crop prospects which, in this primarily 
agricultural country, are of outstanding im¬ 
port a nee. Industrially the month showed 
a deterioration, mainly in the textile indus¬ 
try, where there was a serious increase in 


unemployment. Textile factories were 
closed at Isfahan, Far*, mid Azar Shahr 
south-west of Tabriz). Several thousand 
textile workers were said to be unemployed. 
Stated reasons for the depression were 
American competition and inability to pay 
taxes and prescribed minimum wages. At 
Azar Shahr unemployed workers demon¬ 
strated before the municipality building, and 
in Sam man a factory owner was attacked 
and injured because wages due had not been 
paid. Intervention by the military and 
police prevented further incidents. 

13. British prestige was fortified by .in 
air display given at Mibrabad airport, at 
which there were on show one of the 
Argonaut aircraft with which the British 
Overseas Airways Corporation are running 
their new air service to London, a Vickers 
Attacker jet fighter, a Vickers Valetta mili¬ 
tary transport and a PercivaJ Prince aircraft 
specially adapted for air survey work. A 
large crowd was greatly impressed by a 
display of high ,pced flying by the Vickers 
Attacker, which was the first jet aircraft 
ever seen in Tehran, 

1 have, &c* 

F, M. SHEPHERD. 


FP 1016 66 No, 25 

POLITICAL SITUATION 1% PERSIA 
Proposed Administrative Changes 

Sir F. Shepherd to Mr . Younger, I Received Mi9i July) 


(No. 201 Confidential) Tehran, 

Sr, 10/6 July, 1950, 

1 have kept you informed by telegram of 
the coming to power of General Razmara 
and have summarised bis programme as 
indicated to the press and to the Majlis, 
in my telegram No. 299 of 5th July I in¬ 
formed you that on 4th July he obtained 
a vote of confidence in the Majlis In 94 
to K, with 3 abstentions. A vote will 
probably be taken in the Senate to-day and 
the Prune Minister is confident of receiving 
Bte necessary vote of confidence. 

2. When, fie has received votes of 
confidence from the two Chambers. 
-Mr. Razmara. as he now prefers to be 
called, will be in a position to take (he first 
steps in his ambitious programme of 
reform. The fundamental point in his 
thinking is that the excessive Centralisation 
from which Persia at present suffers musL 
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be reversed and that local people must have 
control of local affairs. If he is successful 
he expects the present drift of population to 
fehran to be checked, a greater sense of 
responsibility to develop in provincial 
oiliciills and a surge of economic develop¬ 
ment to take place throughout the country. 
The key-point in his new administrative 
framework is to be an ejected Shahristan 
Council. It is intended th.il the Governor 
of each Shahristan <of which there are 
eighty-four) shall he selected from among 
the members of the elected Shahristan 
Council and that eventually the Shahristan 
authorities shall take over control of public 
health, education, agriculture, local com¬ 
munications and local law and order. 
These functions will be transferred to the 
Shahrisian one at a lime in order that the 
new' machinery shall not he overloaded 
before it is in working order. The link 
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between toe Shahristan and its Governor 
on uiti one nand and tile Cenlraii Govern¬ 
ment on m.c oirter will be trie Governor- 
General lUstandart ot the U start Ucn m 
number,i into wmcli, as at present, me 
Smmrisums will be grouped; this official 
wail be me nominee ol Uic Central Govern- 
ment, Unee every quarter he will summon 
representatives from each of the Shahrisian 
Councils in his district to discuss matters 
oi common interest, 

3. I he introduction of these changes 
cannot be accomplished through the present 
administrative machinery and it is the Prime 
Minister’s intention* when the necessary 
legislation has been passed, to send a special 
commission to each province to hold elec¬ 
tions for the Shuhrlstan Councils and see 
them set up and the new Governors 
appointed. The extent to which new legis¬ 
lation will be required is not altogether 
clear since there is in existence a law of 
May 1907 la copy of which was sent to you 
under cover d Sir J. Le Rougetefs printed 
despatch No. 3 of 4th January, 19461 con¬ 
tent poraaeous with the Constitution, pro¬ 
viding for the establishment of elected 
provincial councils, but this law is in many 
respects vague arid will undoubtedly require 
complementary legislation. When the 
legislation for the new administrative 
framework for the country has been tabled, 
the Prime Minister is then expected to bring 
forward his proposals for the reorganisa¬ 
tion of the Seven-Year Plan in such a wav 
as to give greater initiative to the people of 
the provinces, 

4, The Prime Minister apparently intends 
to introduce his administrative legislation 
almost .it once and its reception by the 
Majlis will be the first serious test of that 
body's willingness to cooperate with the 
Government in a programme of reform. 
Although there is general agreement in 
political circles that many of the country’s 
present troubles spring from over-centra¬ 
lisation* fears about the Government's 
programme are expressed on two points: 
lirst, that it may disrupt the unity of the 
country: md,secondly.that it may place loo 
much power in the hands of local magnates. 
Judgment is at present suspended pending 
the publication of the Prime Minister’s 
detailed proposals. Apart, however, from 
the merits of these proposals, it must be 
remembered that they will adversely affect 
the position of many present Deputies who 
must therefore be expected to oppose them. 
More serious for the Government's ultimate 
prospects is the progressive accumulation: 


ot disappointed hopes which sooner or later 
nas attenuated tne majorities oi all recent 
th-sme Ministers. U is possible that if tue 
Kazitmra Government is able to achieve 
some sinking success and improvement in 
puoiic morale, the Deputies will be moved 
to piaoe national sentiment before private 
interest, but it must in any case be 
expected that a strong current of opposition 
will develop :n the Majlis if it becomes clear 
that the Prime Minister will not permit 
Deputies to interfere in the appointment of 
Government officials. Even stronger oppo¬ 
sition can be expected to develop in a sec¬ 
tion of ine Majlis if, in order to reduce the 
burden of indirect taxation on the mass of 
the people. Razmara seeks seriously to tax 
the rich. 

5. In the long run, however, the deter¬ 
mining factor with both Chambers is likely 
to be the fear that, at the instance of his 
Prime Minister, the Shah will dissolve them 
if they insist on obstructing the legislation 
necessary for the execution of the pro¬ 
gramme of reforms. The story is already 
current that the Shah has signed decrees 
dissolving both Chambers and that only the 
date remains to be filled in; this story is 
probably not true but Its currency is a 
powerful aid to the Government For the 
present, however, Ruzmara is showing him¬ 
self entirely willing to work with Parliament 
and is indeed spending much lime and 
energy on consultation with leading 
Deputies. 

6, Since the continued co-operation of 
the Majlis thus depends to a considerable 
extent on fear that the Shah may use hri 
powers of dissolution. His Majesty's atti¬ 
tude to the Government is more than 
usually important ft might have been 
expected that, the summoning of Razmm 
having been preceded by such searchings of 
heart, enquiries about Anglo-American sup- 
port and declarations of intent to pursue 
a firm policy of reform, there could be no 
doubt about the Shah’s continued and eon- 
si si cut support of his chosen instrument. 
Unfortunately His Majesty's character 
lacks precisely the degree of consistency 
for which the situation calls. Since his 
accession it has been observed that soon 
after the appointment of any Prime 
Minister the Shah tends to express dissatis¬ 
faction und to discuss possible alternatives; 
the effect on such a Prime Minister s posi¬ 
tion in the Majlis has invariably been 
disastrous. In the present case, although 
the sincerity of the Shah's desire for reforms 
is not in doubt, it is lo be feared that he will 
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have some difficulty in withstanding the 
numerous intriguers who seek to discredit 
Razmnra by making out that the Shah 
intends eventually to displace him. Hie 
National Front, m their campaign against 
Razmara, have published the decree by 
which the last Qajar Shah first appointed 
the prevent Shah's father as Prime Minister 
and have suggested that Razmara occupies 
the same position v/wir-vu the present 
Shah as Riza Khun occupied vis-y-vis 
Ahmad Shah. The difficulty of the 
situation lies in the fact that every 
success which Razmara achieves can be 
quoted to the Shah as a reason why the 
hitter should fear him. For instance, shortly 
after coming to office Razmara addressed 
the students of Tehran University, who 
have been during recent months the target 
of much Tudeh and National Front propa¬ 
ganda. It would have been reasonable to 
expect that the Prime Minister would 
encounter a hostile reception. In the event, 
however, although some dements were dis¬ 
satisfied. he made a popular speech and 
scored a distinct success Voices are not 
lacking to contrast I he two facts that Raz- 
mara* when he went to the university, 
scored a personal triumph and that the 
Shah, when he last went there, narrowly 
escaped assa&ination. The actions of the 
Shah are likewise used by Razmara’s 
enemies to suggest that he is already losing 
His Majesty’s confidence. On 29th June 
the Shah paid a personal visit to the 
Ministry of War and this has been generally 
interpreted as a public demonstration that 
the military forces remain, as before, his 
prerogative and that effective power rests 
in his hands and not in those of the Prime 
Minister I do not wish to exaggerate this 
and up to the present my impression is that 
the Shah is. in fact, loyally supporting 
Razmara, but it will be necessary that I 
and my United States colleague make every 
endeavour to encourage co-operation 
between the Shah and his Prime Minister 
wild to discourage the Shah from being 
led away by jealousy and suspicion, 

7, If the Shah can be persuaded to give, 
and to give demonstratively, support to his 
Prinu: Minister, the prospects for the latter’s 
Government seem to me to be good. 
Although there is much latent suspicion of 
him because he is a military man, his re put a- 
ion for efficiency* honesty and devotion to 
ibe national interest have created a favour* 
&Ne atmosphere and there is a general 
expectancy that he will speedily be able to 
do something for the people. His provin¬ 


cial reforms will take lime to initiate and it 
will be sonic time before they bear fruit To 
satisfy immediate expectations he imm 
therefore achieve something, at whatever 
cost, in the way of reducing the cost of 
living; with this in view the Government 
announced on Kth July that, with effect from 
17th July, the price of Govern merit-con¬ 
trol led bread will be reduced from 31 rials 
to 3 rials s kilog. He has also given instruc¬ 
tions that goods now held up in the customs 
for whatever reason shall be released on pay¬ 
ment of customs duty only, fines and 
demurrage being waived, in order to get 
more goods on to the market and more 
customs revenue into the Treasury. If he 
is not successful in catching the popular 
imagination, the field of support of the 
Tudeh Party and of the National From, 
both at present shrinking, will grow again. 
Bul in the meanwhile the moral ascendancy 
established in Mansur's time by the 
National Front Iscc my despatch No. 164 
of 30th Mayj has been broken and the initia¬ 
tive is with the Government. The National 
Front did their utmost to prevent the 
coming to power of Razmara and the grant 
of a vote of confidence by the Majlis and 
it had been widely feared that they would 
provoke serious disorders which would lead 
to bloodshed. In fact, they failed to dose 
the bazaar, a traditional sign of popular 
disapproval of the Government, and suc¬ 
ceeded in staging outside the Majlis only 
one sizeable demonstration. This was dis¬ 
persed by the police, who w r crc wisely for¬ 
bidden to use fire-arms, with only small 
numbers of wounded on either side. As tar 
as British interests arc concerned, the 
change in the balance of political power has 
been marked by a decision of the new 
Government to open the credit for the pur¬ 
chase of sugar from a British firm which 
has been much criticised by the National 
Front, and by the issue by the Prime 
Minister to those concerned of instruc¬ 
tions that the Tehran Municipality and 
Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners are 
to be brought together and persuaded to 
agree with a view to making progress in I he 
matter of the Tehran water supply at the 
earliest possible moment (compare para¬ 
graph 3 of my despatch under reference). 

8. T am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Washing¬ 
ton and Moscow and to the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo. 

J have, ftc. 

F. SHEPHERD 


E* 
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EP 1013/40 No. 26 

MONTHLY REPORT FOR JLLY 1950 

Sir f. Stiepiierd to Mr. 1 Bevin , t Reeei mf I1 th August) 


i No. 232| Tehran, 

Sir, 5th August. 1950. 

With reference io my despatch No. 197 
of 1st July, l have the honour to submit 
the following report on events in Persia 
during July 1950. 

Foreign Affaire 

2. In their reply to the latest Soviet note 
(paragraph 2 of my despatch No 197 of 
1st July}, the Persian Government repeated 
that the activities of the Persian Oil Com¬ 
pany were a purely domestic matter and 
that no aerial survey of the frontier regions 
would be undertaken. They added that if 
a land survey of this area were made, it 
would be carried out only by Persian sub¬ 
jects. Towards the end of the month the 
5ov:ei Ambassador called on the Prime 
Minister, who tells me that the possibility 
of a resumption of trade between the two 
coniili cs was among the subjects discussed. 
There have been the inevitable reports of 
Soviei troops concent™lions on the Persian 
frontiers. In fact, there does appear to have 
been some movement along the Soviet side 
of the frontier of North-West Persia; this 
has been so ostentatious as to suggest that 
it is purely artificial and intended to arouse 
alarm in Persia. In any case some increase 
in troop movements during the summer 
months is to be expected. Agency reports 
from Tehran about the troops movements 
have been countered by a Government 
communique to the elfccL that nothing 
abnormal was taking place. It is regular 
Soviet practice for keeping Persian nerves 
on edge by referring to the Soviet'Persian 
Treaty of 1921 with the implication that the 
Soviet Government can send troops into 
Persia more or less when they please, and 
it is therefore useful that a Senator, 
Dr. Quzimzadch, speaking in the Senate on 
23rd July, should have pointed out that the 
treaty means nothing of the sort. 

3 In addition to causing acute anxiety 
and a rise in some prices, events in Korea 
have lowered the prestige of the Americans 
already unpopular owing to the non- 
appearance of financial aid. Persians do 
not want to be liberated; they want to be 
protected from all harm from the outset. 
Therefore, although the Persian Govern¬ 
ment son la telegram approving the Security 


Council's original resolution on Korea and 
received support in this action Irom the 
great majority of the Majbs Persians in 
general are at present less impressed by the 
speed with which the United States and 
ottier members of the United Nations 
decided to help South Korea than by the 
continued retreat forced on the United 
Nations troops bv enemy superiority. The 
nervousness thus created naturally plays 
into die hands of Soviet propagandists in 
Persia preaching submission to the will of 
the Soviet Union, One such, Malik-ush- 
Shu'ara Buhar, has recently started a peace- 
lovers' union which is collecting signatures 
to a petilion of protest against the Security 
Council's action in Korea. 

Internal Affairs 

4. In the first two weeks of the month 
the Government secured votes ol confidence 
from the Majlis and Senate. Much reliance 
cannot be placed on initial votes of confi¬ 
dence but ii can at least be said that the 
present Government has broken the moral 
ascendancy established by the National 
Front in the days of Mansur and holds the 
initiative; a sign of the Government's con¬ 
fidence can be seen in us decision at the 
end of the month to remove military 
governorship from all districts except 
Isfahan and Abadan, As soon as it 
obtained votes of confidence in both 
Chambers, the Government submitted its 
legislation for the decentralisation of the 
administration. The essence of the new 
organisation, based on the original Consti¬ 
tution, is that each administrative unit 
(.hall have locally elected councils exercising 
powers over a wide range of subjects. The 
present proposal is that the vote shall be 
restricted to the literate but that there shall 
be no property qualification. While it is 
generally agreed that excessive centralisa¬ 
tion is one of the principal causes of Persia's 
troubles, and that power must be given to 
local bodies to deal with local matters, the 
Bill hurts vested interests and considerable 
opposition to it is (o be expected. By the 
end of the month the Majlis had granted a 
procedure of single urgency to iTie single 
article Hilt embodying detailed regub lions 
for the new scheme and the Senate, having 
declined to do so. had gone into recess until 


early October. With the Majlis due in the 
first days of August, to suspend operations 
for a month's holiday, little further parlia¬ 
mentary action is to be expected in the near 
future oilier than approval of temporary 
authority for the Government to spend 
money on the basis of East years budget in 
order to carry the administration over until 
both Houses have re -assembled. 

5. During July the Prime Minister has 
been assiduous in cultivating the two 
Chambers and has been obliged to spend 
on this task time which he could ill spare 
from consideration of the problems facing 
his administration. He originally hoped to 
set up his new administrative framework 
much more quickly than is in fact now 
possible and then to devolve on the new 
district tbhahristani councils the putting 
forward of schemes for local economic 
development. The measures which w\\\ be 
needed to avert unemployment in the 
autumn cannot now be handled in this way 
■and he is considering despatchitig commis¬ 
sions to each province to survey the situa¬ 
tion and report to him by the end of 
August In the meanwhile, the prospects 
oi a change of emphasis in economic 
development combined with a change of 
Executive-Director l Dr. Musharraf N a list 
having been replaced during the month by 
Dr. Muhammad Sajjadi (Foreign Office 
Personalities No. 156)). shortage of funds, 
the appointment of a Senatorial committee 
of investigation have caused a certain 
stagnation in the affairs of the Seven-Year 
Plan Organisation, whose ability to act was 
in any case limited by the expiry, early in 
the month, of its right to dispense with 
parliamentary approval of individual pro¬ 
jects. This right was granted for the first 
year of the plan only, and after Kth July, 

ihe Board of Control nominated by the 
Majlis must first approve all projects. The 
Board has not yet begun lo work properly. 

6, Besides the appointment of Mr. 
Sajjadi. the new Government has made a 
number of other changes in important posts. 
The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Salahi, whose appointment was not one of 
Kazmara’i most successful, is being sent to 
iTtgdad as ambassador and Mr. Muhsin 
Haas. Persian Ambassador in London, has 
Pee ci appointed Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, t he most sensational change was, 
however, the dismissal of Mr. Abu! Hasan 
fbtihaj from the post of governor of the 
National Bunk of Iran, which he had held 
for the last eight years, and his replacement 
k> Mr. Ibrahim Zand (Personalities No, 
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I S3), the recently appointed Governor- 
General of AzarbaiJ&n and father-in-law 
designate of Prince Abdur Riza; Mr, Zand 
was replaced in Azerbaijan by Dr. 
Mauuc hi hr Iqbal (Personalities No. 7&), 
Minister of Communications in the last 
Cabinet and a man of personal integrity 
though no experience of provincial adminis¬ 
tration. The dismissal of Mr. Ibtihaj caused 
considerable relief to the British Bank of 
Iran and the Middle East, to whom his 
policy had been consistently hostile. But 
its principal significance lay elsewhere. 
Mr, Ibtihaj had developed for himself a 
position in which he was able to conduct, 
through the bank, a personal financial 
policy which he imposed upon successive 
Cabinets; it was known that the new 
Minister of Finance, Dr, Nasr, was deter¬ 
mined to be the chief arbiter on financial 
policy and that it was most improbable that 
Mr, Ibtihaj would be prepared to work in 
with him on these terms. The principal 
effect desired irom this change and from 
changes in the Seven-Year Finn is that the 
Persian Government shall in future have one 
instead of several financial and economic 
policies* From the point of view of the 
Government, a useful by-product of the 
change is to draw away some of the support 
accorded to the National Front by the 
Tehran bazar There is no doubt that part 
of the discontent on which the National 
Front feeds was due to the policy of 
reducing exchange rates and restricting 
credit to importers, pursued to the bitter 
end by Mr. ibtihaj, Because of this he was 
intensely Unpopular in the Tehran bazar 
and some of his tmpopularity was reflected 
on the Government of the day. 

7. Mr. Ra/mara is firmly convinced that 
he can only succeed if he docs something 
for the people hi the middle of July he 
caused the price of Government bread in 
I eh ran to he reduced from 4 rials to 3 rials 
per kilog. lor one quality and from 4 rials 
to 21 rials per kilog, for another quality and 
similar .steps have been taken in some 
provincial centres, I he Government price 
of sugar has been reduced by I rial per 
kilog.. although this was done to offset an 
increase of 15 per cent, in the import dutv 
on imported cotton piece-goods, intended 
to help the decrepit Persian textile industry 
and thereby to maintain employment, 

8. Government efforts to reduce the 
general price level have unfortunately been 
offset by the reaction of merchants to the 
news from Korea and also by the effects of 
a surprising Government decree announced 
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,U the end 01 the month, which, in order to 
placate merchants who clamour cor protec¬ 
tion of exports and domestic industries, 
allowed exporters to retain export exchange 
for a year (instead of two months only! and 
to dispose of tt directly to importers at 
whatever rate they can get, The decree 
implied that all but u lew most essential 

imports will in future be imported with 

export exchange only, which is unlikely to 

be sufficient to meet the demand. The 

decree will therefore have the effect of 
raising the price of most imported goods., 
and current bazar prices have already risen 
in anticipation. The decree had however 
not been put into force at the end uf July, 
9 . As far as employment is concerned, 
there has been little change from the situa¬ 
tion described in paragraph 30 of my report 
for fune 1950, In Tehran the new mayor 
and chief of police caused some dislocation 
by enforcing regulations approved some 


time ago for the destruction of certain brick 
kilns near Tehran which covered the tower 
part OJ the town with dense and foul- 
smelling smoke. A large number of brick 
workers lost their Jobs through the dosing 
of the kilns, hut efforts are being made to 
lint! them alternative employment. 

10. There have been interesting develop¬ 
ments in trade union matters, since during 
the month it proved possible for the first 
time to assemble representatives of the 
[SKI. IMKA and other trade unions round 
a table in order to discuss the setting up of a 
central organisation analogous to the British 
Trades Union Congress. These conferences 
have been held under the auspices of the 
Ministry of Labour, but so far no definite 
conclusions have been reached. 

1 have + Ac. 

I for His Majesty's Ambassador) 
V G. LAWFORD 


EP 1531/37 No, 27 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 
UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR 

Supplemental Agreement between the Anglo-Iran inn Oil Company and the 

Persian Government 

Iff. Benin to .Sir O Franks ( It ' ashirujton) 


(No. 1048, Secret) Ftwign Office. 

Sir, 12 ih August. 1950- 

Thc United States Ambassador called on 
me this morning regarding the Supplemental 
Agreement between the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company and the Persian Government, He 
indicated that the United States was very 
concerned at the failure to settle this matter 
with the Razmara Government* and thought 
that if that Government fell or was weak it 
would not be a good thing for the Middle 
East, Mr. Douglas put up various sugges¬ 
tions about the Supplemental Agreement, 
none of which was new. 

2. I replied, however, that 1 had taken a 
personal interest in this agreement, that it 
had been before the Cabinet, that every 
effort had been made to meet the Persian 
Government; hut that Razimra would 
never, nor would any other person, tell us 
exactly what was wanted in order to reach a 
settlement. It was the bazaar method of 
negotiation. However, in the hope of being 
able to satisfy the Majlis and get the whole 
matter cleared up. I had during last year 
held a meeting with the chairman of the 


company, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and representatives of other departments 
concerned. We had made a good offer to 
Persia, and I felt we should stick by it. In 
any casc r the amount of money offered by 
the A.[.OX, as a result of these protracted 
talks was such that I did not think the 
Foreign Office could reopen the question 
and ask for more. This was especially so 
if what was intended in the present case was 
a gesture to gel u settle menu If a settlement 
was not forth coni 1 tig, and it was not likely 
that it would be, our action would only be 
taken as a sign of weakness and would lead 
to further demands. The Persians must 
really make up their minds whether or not 
they were going to do business. 

3. Mr. Douglas then raised the question 
of the amount of the proposed loan to the 
Persian Government, I replied that 1 did 
not think the question of whether E6 million 
or some other figure was the right amount 
was a matter I could discuss at that moment, 
as 1 was not sufficiently acquainted with the 
details of the question. 1 put it to the 
Ambassador very strongly that (here should 
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be agreement between us and the Americans, 
otherwise the Persian Government would 
try to play us one against the other. If it 
was found by the Persians that American 
representatives were trying to pul pressure 
oil us. then neither they nor we would ever 
reach a settlement with the Persians As 1 
understood it, we were being asked for pay¬ 
ment on account, or for a loan or an advance 
in some form, which would contribute to the 
development of the Seven-Year Plan as welt 
as assist the finances of Persia. At the same 
time, the Persians were applying to the 
United States for an Import and Export 
Rank loan. My suggestion was that there 
should he consultations between the 
Americans and ourselves, at which we 
should say what we thought was reasonable 
-that is. the very furthest we could go -in 
the way of an advance. The Americans 
should ihen make their advance bearing in 
mind the position as a whole. That, I 


thought, would produce a satisfactory result. 
As to the details and the merits of the pro¬ 
posals, I had not recently been in touch with 
[hem and would consult (he Minister of 
State and the other departments concerned 
during [he coming week. Something might 
then emerge which would allow us to make 
satisfactory proposals to Ihe Persians with¬ 
out increasing the cost to ourselves of the 
Supplemental and other agreements and 
which would satisfy (he Persian Govern¬ 
ment's needs both from the United States 
and from ourselves. 

4. Mr Douglas undertook to convey 1 this 
tentative idea to his Government, and 1 
undertook to meet him again during the 
coming week on this issue. 

5. I am sending a copy of this despatch 
to Ills Majesty's Ambassador at Tehran and 
to the head of ihe ft M.F.O 

J am. &c, 

ERNEST BEVJN. 


EP 101.3/43 No. 28 

MONTHLY REPORT FOR AUGUST 195(1 

Str t. Shepherd to Mr. Bevin. {Received 8 th September} 


(No, 258) Tehran, 

Sir, 2nd September, 1950, 

With reference to my despatch No. 232 
oj 5th August, I have the honour to submit 
the following report on events in Persia 
during August 1950, 

F oreign A H airs 

2, Early in August the Soviet Ambassador 
in Tehran suggested to the Persian Prime 
Minister negotiations for the resumption of 
trade between the two countries. The 
Persian Prime Minister agreed provided that 
the Persian gold in Russia was returned, that 
certain Persian soldiers taken prisoner in 
border skirmishes were returned and that 
any commercial exchanges should be by 
barter and should not involve the transfer 
of money. Later the Soviet Government 
duly returned the soldiers. Their assurances 
about the gold have not made it clear 
whether they intend to return it. The 
Persians have informed the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment of the commodities which they wish to 
exchange. Towards [he end of the month 
(he Soviet Government asked the Persian 
Government for an estimate of the monthly 
quantities of goods which they would wish 
to export and import; the Persian Govern¬ 


ment offered lists on a quarterly basis and a\ 
the cud of the month were preparing mein. 
The Soviet Ambassador also suggested to 
the Persian Prime Minister the establishment 
of mixed PersoSoviei frontier commissions 
to demarcate [he frontiers at doubtful 
points; Mi Kazmara agreed. The Persian 
Prime Minister said very little in public 
about the negotiations, and ihe Soviet Cov¬ 
er nine n t we re equal ly si lent. There h as been 
much speculation as to the motives for this 
Soviet approach, which Contrasts with the 
threatening Soviet notes earlier in the 
summer, There was no important news of 
Soviet troop movements on the Pcrsim 
frontiers. 

T The Soviet "peace" campaign pro¬ 
ceeded. Is\estiva stated that 25,000 Persian 
signatures had been collected to a petition 
supporting the Stockholm resolution. 

Internal A (fairs 

4. 'The Shah made what seems to have 
been a successful visit to Hamadin, 
Kerman* hah and Kurdistan, showing a 
commendable willingness to go amongst 
and speak to the rank-and-file of the 
tribesmen. This visit should prove a useful 
antidote to the hostile propaganda con- 
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slant!} directed to the Rurds by the Soviet 
radio. 

5. The Persian Government also gave 
evidence of its interest in provincial affairs 
by despatching to each province commis¬ 
sions instructed to investigate and report on 
local schemes of economic development. 
The commissions were to return to Tehran 
with their reports by 30th September 
Further evidence of the Prime Minister's 
capacity to help the people is certain!} 
needed; for instance, a recent report from 
l iarii? showed that local expectations from 
RizmaraY new Government had not been 
satisfied and that confidence in it would 
not be established without practical steps 
towards economic development and the 
creation of employment. 

(y. In Tehran, the Majlis being on holiday* 
attention ha,* been largely concentrated on 
the report of the Purge Commission. This 
body was set up a year ago in accordance 
with a liw deemed to have received Majlis 
approval. It was to divide Government 
employees into three categories, the third 
being those considered unsuitable for further 
Government employment. 'Hie press has 
now published, at least in part, the Com¬ 
mission's report, w’hieh was men tie to be 
confidential- The third category contains 
367 names, .;monz them men in prominent 
post* In a country where politics are so 
largely a personal matter, the publication of 
the^e names has caused great excitement. 
The friends of the accused arc active and 
expected to make trouble for the Govern¬ 
ment when the Majlis reassembles if the 
Prime Minister decides to dismiss all those 
listed in the third category. On the other 
hand, public opinion, apart from those 
directly nr indirectly affected, looks to the 
Prime Minister to give effect to the Commis¬ 
sion's decisions imj prove his desire to root 
om corruption The Prime Minister's own 
inclinations favour action against the 
corrupt and the incompetent, but being 
somewhat apprehensive about his position 
in the Majlis he is in u dilemma. He is 
thought to intend seeking a decision from 
the Majlis (appropriately, since the Presi¬ 
dent of the Majlis has been placed in the 
third category!, recommending at the same 
lime an appeal tribunal to enable those con¬ 
cerned to be heard in their own defence, 
and an invitation to the Purge Commission 
to resume its activities and consider certain 
Ministries and individuals with whom it had 
not so far had time to deal. 

7 I'he Prime Minister showed his desire 
to disprove accusations of dictatorship by 


permitting the publication of all the news¬ 
papers which were under suspension. 

Some excitement was caused in the 
middle of the month by an attempted assas¬ 
sination of the I man JunYeh, chief priest, of 
Tehran, Its motives have not been fully 
established, but it does not appear to have 
any political significance. 

9. By the end of the month the Govern¬ 
ment was somewhat short of money and 
was anxious to obtain a further advance 
from the Anglo-Irani an Oil Company. The 
shortness of funds particularly affected the 
Seven-Year Plan (compare paragraph 5 of 
my despatch No. 233 of 5th August!, who 
were virtually without money at the end of 
the month and were endeavouring to borrow 
300 million rials from the National Bank 
for current expenses. The reorganisation of 
the Pbn did not proceed without friction, 
which proved so trying to Dr. Sajjadi. the 
Executive Director, that his health collapsed 
and he had Et> be replaced by Dr. Nafcha'i, 
previously Minister of Labour. 

10. Other Ministerial changes were the 
appointment of Ghulam Husain Furuhar to 
take the place of Dr. Nakha’i as Minister of 
Labour and the promotion of Mr. Sharif 
Imami and Engineer Amir Qasim Ishraqi to 
the posts of Minister of Communications 
and Posts and Telegraphs respectively; these 
two bad previously been in acting charge of 
these Ministries. 

11. As regards labour, there has been no 
appreciable Change in employment, although 
the Government lea factory laid off 600 
workers owing to reduced sales of Persian 
lea. The independent (rude union leaders 
are disturbed by the appointment of 
Mr; Furuhar (sec paragraph 10 above! who, 
during his last spell .a the Ministry of 
Labour, consistently disregarded their 
interests and promoted a trade union mono¬ 
poly by the E.S.Ki. Union. 

32. fhe Prime Minister obtained the per¬ 
mission of the Majlis, before its recess, to 
apply experimentally for six months a new 
Customs Tariff designed to protect domestic 
industry, to encourage essential imports and 
discourage others. The new tariff was 
applied during the month but had no Imme¬ 
diately noticeable effect on trade. The 
regulations covering foreign exchange w r ere 
put into operation and the rate for export 
exchange has now risen by just under 40 per 
cent. There was progress towards the 
award to British firms of two contracts 
hitherto held up owing to the activities of 
the National Front. An agreement to pro¬ 
long the contract between Sir Alexander 
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Gibb and Partners and the Tehran Water 
Supply Organisation was signed towards the 
end of the month, and the Persian Ministry 
of Communications finally started necessary 


action under the contract for locomotives 
with Vulcan Foundry. 

I have. &e, 

FRANCIS M. SHEPHERD. 


HP 1103/24 No 29 

DEVELOPMENTS IN CONNEXION WITH THE PERSIAN SEVEN-YEAR 

ECONOMIC PLAN 

Sir F Shepherd to Mr, Younger, i Received 15f/i September) 


(No. 262 E.) Tehran, 

Sir, 9th September, 1950, 

1 have the honour to invite reference to 
rm despatch No, 120E. of 14th April. 1950, 
and to report recent developments in con¬ 
nexion with the Persian Seven-Year Plan for 
Economic Development, which may be 
summarised as follows: 

<at The Organisation of the Plan must m 
future obtain the approval of the 
Plan Commission of the Persian 
Parliament before undertaking any 
new project. 

iht A dispute about proposed reorganisa¬ 
tion and acute shortage of money 
have very seriously reduced the 
organisation's activities. 

u i The organisation is regarded by the 
public (who know very little about 
Its work! as useless and corrupt, but 
information available to me docs 
not support this judgment, 

2 At the beginning of July 1950 the Plan 
Organisation completed its first year, and 
reached ihe end of the period during which 
a was authorised to act upon any project 
approved by the Council of Ministers, with¬ 
out obtaining the authority of the special 
Majlis Commission for the Seven-Year 
Plan. This commission had at that time 
been established only for a very short 
period, .nid had not begun to operate pro¬ 
perl > when (he Majlis began its summer 
recess at the end of July, 

3. The organisation's progress was later 
checked in two other ways. During the first 
year it had been obliged to .spend most of 
its money upon inescapable commitments 
such as railway extensions, and subsidies for 
State-owned factories which it had inherited 
from Ihe corrupt and moribund Industrial 
and Mining Bank, and had otherwise de¬ 
voted itself mainly to short and long-term 
planning. It achieved Utile that was spec- 
tacular and likely to catch the imagination 
of the public, if was remarkably successful 


in alleviating agricultural distress on the 
Moemn Steppe in the extreme north of 
Azerbaijan by the introduction of a number 
of agricultural tractors, but the achievement 
was too remote from the capital to attract 
public notice. The Plan Organisation’s 
lm rm at ion Department was singularly 
inept in making known this and other results 
of the organisation's work, and after doing 
hide to justify its title the department was 
dosed down about six months ago. The 
Persian public is always impatient for 
results and always walling to belter c that 
public money is being squandered. 
Rumours have spread that the Plan 
Organisation is just another inefficient and 
corrupt Government body and that its 
employees are busy lining their own nockets 
and buying themselves private cars with 
the money allotted for the plan. The 
organisation has done little to counteract 
these rumours, which were probably put 
about in the first place by those who w ished 
the plon to fail and who were not interested, 
in any case, to know the truth. 

4. When Mr. Razmant became Prime 
Minister at the end of Juh it was clear that 
he believed that the Plan Organisation had, 
at the least, been slow' at its work. Being 
in favour of the decentralisation ol admini¬ 
strative responsibility to eighty-two Shah- 
ristun (Provincial} Councils, he informed the 
Plan Organisation (hat responsibility for 
planning and for executing provincial de¬ 
velopment would in future fall to special 
sections of the Provincial Councils, which 
would report to Ministries. The technical 
departments of the Seven-Year Plan 
Organisation would be transferred to the 
Ministries for the purpose of co-ordinating 
the recommendations of the Provincial 
Councils, and the Seven-Year Plan Organ¬ 
isation, much reduced in strength, would 
remain for the purpose of planning and 
undertaking works on a national scale, such 
as port and road development, and of 
approving provincial development plans, in 
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conjunction with the Ministries concerned. 
The Plan Organisation would advance 
money ret the appropriate Ministry for each 
approved project and would have general 
powers of supervision of the expenditure of 
the money so a] lot ted, but no responsibility 
for execution (except in the case of national 
schemes k ft is not dear whether this re¬ 
organisation was originally conceived by 
Mr. Thorn berg, the resident director of 
Overseas Consultants incorporated, but he 
ha in any case now become associated with 
it, and with the Prime Minister in urging its 
adoption. The Seven-Year Plan Organisa¬ 
tion opposed it entirely, and, apparently as 
a result of this disagreement. Dr. Mucharraf 
Naftsi, the managing director of ihe organ¬ 
isation, was replaced by Dr, Muhammad 
Spifudi. He tried for some weeks to con¬ 
vince officials of the organisation and its 
Supreme Council that the Prime Minister's 
reorganisation was desirable, but he met 
with Utile success and after si stormy meet¬ 
ing, at which he fainted, he resigned on the 
grounds of ill-health and was replaced by 
Dr Mohammad Nafchai* who had pre¬ 
viously been Minister of Labour. He has 
beat in office only since 28th August* but 
already he appears to have taken as his own 
some of the views of the Plan Organisation's 
officials. In a conversation with the Com¬ 
mercial Secretary last week he said that he 
would send back to Government Depart¬ 
ments a certain number of unimportant 
officials in the Plan Organisation, but he 
thoughi u necessary to keep certain impor¬ 
tant experts in each technical department of 
the organisation in order that it could dis¬ 
charge its responsibility for co-ordinating 
and approving development projects 
throughout the country, in conjunction w ith 
the Ministries concerned. He added that 
the largest technical department had only 
six people, so that no great changes in the 
number of the organisation’s employees 
could be expected. During all this period 
of internal struggle liule progress has been 
made with development schemes, and the 
association of Mr Thorn berg with the pro¬ 
posed reorganisation has ted even intelli¬ 
gent and responsible officials of the organ¬ 
isation to be outspokenly critical of the 
value of the Overseas Consultants Incor¬ 
porated’s participation in the organisation* 
5, The third check on the plan's achieve¬ 
ments has been a shortage of money which 
lias now become so acute that the organisa¬ 
tion may not even be able to meet existing 
commitments during the next six months. 


The difficulty is that the Plan Organisation 
h entitled to receive royalties paid by the 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company to the Persian 
Government, but apart from certain small 
quarterly payments of about 080,000 each* 
and profit participation paid in August, 
these royalties are all payable at the end of 
February, tie., during the lust month of the 
Persian year for which they are allotted to 
the organisation. Furthermore* as reported 
in my despatch No. 259 E. of 4th Sept em¬ 
ber, the organisation's budget for this year 
is based upon the receipt of royalties at the 
rale of £23 million although, until the 
Supplementary Agreement to the company’s 
concession is passed, it can only count on 
£13 million The organisation started this 
current Persian year, 1329, with a small 
surplus which, with the quarterly royalty 
payments, was quite insufficient for its 
expenses. It was unable to obtain credit 
either from the Government of the Bank 
Melli to tide it over until February 1951 and 
would have been unable to do anything this 
year, had not the Anglo-lranian Oil Com¬ 
pany agreed in May to make an advance of 
£6 million during the summer against all 
future royalty payments- One of these was 
a payment of £1 million for profit participa¬ 
tion during the year 1949 which was due to 
be paid in August 1930, The Oil Company 
withheld this against the advance of £6 
million and the Ministry of Finance de¬ 
ducted £1 million from the advance and 
passed £5 million to the Seven-Year Plan 
Organisation, enabling it to continue to the 
end of August this year, El is now again 
without money. It has already defaulted 
on some of the payments* amounting to 
40 million rials a month, due to contractors 
for work on the extension of the railway 
system in Azerbaijan* which employs IJ,000 
men* and it fears that unless money is 
immediately made available, these payments 
may soon cease entirely. 

6, I have recently been able to obtain* 
confidentially, a statement which shows 
income and expenditure of the Plan Organ¬ 
isation during the month ending on 22nd 
July* 1950, during the first four months of 
the current Persian year, and from the 
inception of the plan at the beginning of 
July 1949 until 22nd July. 1950, l transmit 
to you a copyO herewith* You will notice 
that total receipts during this period 
amounted to 1,923 million rials, of which 
about 1,786 million rials came from oil 
royalties. The only other items of income 
of any importance were a loan of 95 million 


V) Not printed. 


rials from the Bank Melli, 50 million rials 
of which had already been repaid, and a 
grant of 20 million rials received from the 
Government for relief in Azerbaijan* 
Expenditure at the end of July had 
amounted to 1,900 million rials. 

7, Of this sum 831 million rials tor 
approximately 44 per cent.i was spent on 
or allocated to development projects* 
Demits are given in Schedule 1, 237 million 
rials went to agriculture, including the 
following; 150 million rials for an 
increase in the capital of the Agricultural 
Bank* 30 million rials for combating plant 
diseases, 18 million rials for animal hus¬ 
bandry, 15 million rials for forestry* and a 
similar sum for agricultural relief in Azer¬ 
baijan (the work on the Meghan Steppe 
referred to above}. 27 million rials was 
allocated to irrigation, of which 22 million 
rials was allotted for the construction of 
dams. The next largest allocation was 
262 million rials to industries and mines, 
of which 216 million rials went to ihe sugar- 
beet industry* for the installation of three 
new sugar refineries* 33 million rials to the 
textile Industry and 12 million rials to mines. 
Inland communications absorbed 227 
million rials, of which 191 million rials was 
spent on railway extensions, 38 million rials 
on airport development. 41 million rials 
was allotted to (he Persian Oil Company 
and 38 million rials to social services, 
including 29 million rials for malaria 
control, 

8, Advances made by the Plan Organisa¬ 
tion to commercial subsidiaries, mainly the 
State-owned factories taken over from the 
Industrial and Mining Bank, amounted to 
525 million rials* after deducting income 
received from these organisations. This 
sum represents 28 per cent* of the total 
expenditure and further details are given 
in Schedule 2 of the enclosure. 

9, fhc Persian public imagines that the 
administrative expenses of the organisation 
arc inordinately high. 1"his statement shows 
that wages, salaries, travelling, office and 
similar expenses amounted to 127 million 
rials, or less than 7 per cent, of the total 
expenditure. Of this figure, 58 million rials 
wem as salaries and wages for local staff, 
and 41 million rials represented payments 
to Overseas Consultants Incorporated, for 
their fees in connexion with all the investi¬ 
gation which they have carried out since 


their associution with the Plan Organisation, 
Further details of these expenses are given 
in Schedule 3. Other administrative ex¬ 
penses. mainly construction charges, the 
cost of transportation equipment and a 
revolving fund for the Purchasing Depart¬ 
ment. amounted to 145 million rials, or 
under 8 per cent, of the total expenditure. 
Further details are given in Schedule 3. 

10. At the end of July the organisation 
had cash resources amounting to 47 million 
rials, of which one-ha If were earmarked 
funds* leaving 23-5 million rials as the cash 
available at that date. Phis figure was 
reduced still further during the month of 
August. 

!L H is* of course, possible, and perhaps 
even probable in Persia, that some of the 
money shown as expenditure on a project 
has found its way into private pockets* 
withoui any useful services being rendered 
in return. From observation of the Plan 
Organisation from its inception* however, 
[he staff of this embassy have formed She 
impression that for a Persian organisation 
it has been comparatively efficient, and that 
though slow, on the whole its officials have 
been honest. If, however* it is to win the 
confidence of the Persian public* it must 
produce some spectacular results quickly* 
and make as much use of these achievements 
for propaganda purposes as it can. Dr* 
Nakhai has already appointed a Public 
Relations Officer, who is said to have been 
trained in the United States; but the dispute 
about the structure of the Plan Organisation 
must soon be settled and adequate funds 
must be provided front internal or external 
sources before the organisation can even 
resume effective operation. The Bank Melli 
may offer a loan of between 100 million rials 
and 300 million rials. The Persian Govern¬ 
ment faced with the probability of a defici 
of up to 2,000 million rials on its ordinary 
budget and therefore look to the Oil Com¬ 
pany, to His Majesty's Government itid to 
the United States to get the plan out of its 
financial difficulties 

3 2. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassador at Washing¬ 
ton, to the Head of trie British Middle East 
Office. His Majesty's Treasury and to the 
Commercial Relations t md Exports Depart¬ 
ment of the Board of Trade 
3 have, &c. 

F VI, SHEPHERD 
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EP 1016/76 No, 30 

CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE SHAH OF PERSIA AND 

MR* LAWFORD 


Sir F> Shepherd to 3/r. A ttiee. 

(No. 267) Tehran, 

Sir, 36 th September, 3950, 

i have the honour lo transmit herewith 
some notes by the counsellor of this embassy 
of conversations with His Majesty the Shah 
which Mr. Lawford had during a camping 
trip on which he accompanied His Majesty 
from 30th August to 3rd September, These 
motes afford an i me resting light on the man¬ 
ner of thinking of the Shah regarding a 
great variety of subjects, 

2. !is this connexion I should like to 
record how useful Mr. Law lords contacts 
with the Shah have been. They have 
become increasingly intimate during 
recent months and have been of particular 
use during July and August when, owing 
to indisposition. 3 haw not been able to 
maintain my own contacts with His Majesty, 
The Shah has developed the habit of asking 
Mr. Lawford to Tide with him and lo attend 
family parties, and the occasion of this trip 
was particularly valuable in consolidating 
the relations of confidence between the 
Shah and the embassy which fortunately 
exist. This is perhaps the most important 
of many reasons for which l shall regret 
Mr Lawford's departure. 

3, I lunched with the Shah on 14th 
September and was then obliged to tell him 
of Mr, Lawford's resignation from the 
service and imminent departure. it is not 
without interest that this announcement was 
received with a few moments of silence 
during which h was only too evident that 
the Oriental mmd of His Majesty was eon- 
side ring whether 3 bad not taken the step 
of dismissing my counsellor out of jealousy 
for his intimate relations with the Shah. I 
hope that Mr, Lawford and I between us 
will be able to check any such belief. 

4, t shall be reporting separately on my 
conversation with His Majesty. 

5. | am ending copies of this despatch 

io HK Majesty's Ambassador at W&shmg- 
lOii ml to the British Middle East Office, 
Cairo, i have. Ac. 

F. M. SHEPHERD. 


Enclosure in No. 30 

Summary of Conversation* with the 
Shah at Ktdardvshf. 30 th August to 
}rd September. 1950 
During the five days which I spent with 
the Shah and the Princes AM Rezs and 


( Received 20 th September) 

Ghulam Re/a at Kalardasht I had the 
opportunity of several hours of private con¬ 
versation each day with His Majesty, Many 
of our discussions were necessarily dis¬ 
jointed, since they often took place while we 
were on horseback, scrambling up rocky 
paths in the mountains, in a jeep bumping 
across dirt tracks, in the imperial Packard 
convertible, travelling at 80 miles an hour 
along the precipitous Karaj-Chalus road, 
or hovering in a small aeroplane a few hun¬ 
dred feet over the Forests and rice tic Ids of 
Mazanderaii- But every day there were also 
quieter moments w hen wc sat in his drawing 
room upstairs in the pink stucco palace or 
walked up and down on the terrace outside. 
By the end of the visit wc had covered 
almost every conceivable topic, political and 
otherwise. The notes below are intended 
only to give an impression, as briefly as pos¬ 
sible, on what the Shah said on the more 
important topics which wc discussed. 

Relations with the United Kingdom and 

with the British Embassy in particular 

The Shah said that although, even after 
reading Mr. Churchill** Memoirs, he could 
not really understand the reasons for 
British policy towards Persia (particularly 
towards his father! in the war years, and 
although it had been his experience up till 
quite recently that the British Embassy had 
for some reason been highly critical of him¬ 
self and hostile to his dynasty, he now be¬ 
lieves sincerely that wc realised, as he did, 
that his interests and ours were funda¬ 
mentally identical. Perhaps it had been a 
question of personalities or perhaps the 
British Government had changed their 
policy; but whatever the cause, he was 
thunkful to say that his relations with the 
embassy were now better than they had 
ever been. So far as he was concerned, at 
any rate, they would not be allowed to 
deteriorate. Naturally there would be 
differences of opinion, but for himself he 
was convinced that if only out of self-interest 
he was hound to collaborate with us and we 
with him. In the past it often seemed to 
him that there were several extra British 
Embassies in Tehran, He meant not only 
the Anglo-1 rani an Oil Company, the British 
Bank of Iran and the Middle East and other 
British business interests, in addition to the 
embassy proper, but also the Oriental Coun¬ 
sellor's office at the embassy, which had in 


tne past often been quoted to him as giving 
its support to mis or mat politician opposed 
to tne In rone or the Government, whereas 
the embassy as represented by the ambas¬ 
sador had not overtly given any such 
support. Like many Persians, he had 
found thU extremely confusing and dis¬ 
agreeable; and he was glad of my assurance 
that whatever may have been the position 
in the past (about which I was ignorant! 
there was no such dual policy to-day. He 
willingly accepted my statement that the 
embassy to-day spoke with only one voice. 
I expressed the hope that he would be so 
good us to receive Mr. Pyman one day soon 
and lo have n frank discussion with him, in 
order that Mr. Pyman should have an op¬ 
portunity to convince him that there was 
no question at all of anyone in the embassy 
working against the dynasty or conducting 
sonic kind of opposition polic; sub rasa. 
To (his he readily assented and said that he 
hoped that among other things Mr. Pyman. 
Who had had a long connexion with Bruton's 
Persian policy, would he willing to explain 
to him the reasons for the attitude which we 
had adopted to his father during the war. 

The Lite Reza Shah and the Kina's powers 

Toe Shah spoke a great deal about his 
father, frequently pointing out various 
buildings.including the palace of Kalardasht 
and most of the village of Hassan Kif which 
had been constructed during Mis compara¬ 
tively brief reign. He also spoke about (he 
relatively immense public works ie.g., the 
Trans-Iranian Railway) which his father had 
executed at a time when the country was in 
a far more backward stale than to-day. Per¬ 
sonally he had had the greatest respect for 
Re/a Shalt; but he had no desire, nor 
capacity, to imitate his methods He hated 
dictatorship and government by violence w as 
alien (o his nature and he could never pre¬ 
tend lo be something which he was not. At 
the same time he claimed that his father 
bad cordially disliked both Hitler and the 
Soviet regime and that if he had occasionally 
kicked people with his jack-boot that was 
because it would have been impossible 
otherwise to get anything effectively done 
in this country sifter so many years of 
decadence and corruption He himself 
wished to use more democratic methods but 
it was undeniable that the state of Persia 
was still such that the ruler must have wide 
powers if the country were to be kept 
logeiher and the situation to remain rela¬ 
tively stable. It was true that his own 
powers were far grealer than those, say. of 


the King of England; but then the King of 
England could trust his politicians to work 
honestly lor their country's good without 
any need for interference, or even guidance, 
on M$ part. Unfortunately no one could 
pretend that the same was true of Persia, 
where politicians were capable of working 
against their King and even on behalf of 
foreign Powers. 


the Prime Vfi|ji.vter 

Naturally we spoke a good deal about 
Riumara, Only once did t he Shah refer to 
the rather curious stories which Razmara 
has been alleged to have been telling lately: 
and be expressed entire agreement with me 
when t said that whatever might be the 
truth it would only be disastrous if he were 
to take gossip too seriously since it was 
essential, in his own and his country's 
interest, that lie should do everything to 
maintain good relations between himself and 
his Prime Minister. He as good as said that 
he regarded Razmara as his last and cully 
hope. Apropos of Sayyid Zia, who m the 
minds of some looms as a possible alterna¬ 
tive Prune Minister, he said that in a recent 
com erratum the Sayvid had slated quite 
bluntly that if he were ever to become Prime 
Minister there must be "no interference" 
from the Throne. The Shah interpreted this 
as meaning that it would inevitably prove 
impossible for him to work with Sayyid Zia, 
who had always been as good as a Repub¬ 
lican M heart. 


Soviet-Persian Trade Negotiations 

Though he saw no alternative to negotia¬ 
ting a Trade Agreement with the Russians 
the Shah was worried by the propaganda 
advantage that would accrue therefrom lo 
the Soviet Union as against the Western 
Powers. He had no illusions about Soviet 
motives and considered that the sole motive 
in this instance was propaganda. So anxious 
were the Soviet Government to make a good 
impression on the Persian people that (hey 
were raising no difficulties with regard to the 
Persian Government's firm stand on the 
question of me (hod of delivery and were 
surprisingly willing (o take exactly what 
Persia had to offer. If only for that reason 
he had been quite furious to hear of (he 
handing over by the Persian Government, 
without his knowledge and contrary to his 
instructions, of two Russian fugitives as a 
quid pro quo for the return of the illegally 
Abducted Persian soldiers. He had been 
assured by Razmara that this had been done 
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without his knowledge. In the circum¬ 
stances all that he had been able to do was 
to secure the immediate dismissal ol the 
Head of u\<z Russian Department at the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Quite apart 
front Lin > con si derations of humanity or 
morality, he felt that this step had been a 
major political blunder. 

Relations with the United Stales Govern* 
rant 

The Shah said that he was puzzled by the 
American attitude towards Persia. He 
ar^aed. on familiar lines, that the United 
Stales Government were apparently willing 
to give financial and economic and military 
help 10 almost every country, whereas to 
Persia they had so far given practically 
nothing but experts. Rather petulantly he 
exclaimed at one moment that American 
prestige in this country was at a low ebb. 
Alter hopes had been raised by the Shah's 
us it to the United States last year, people 
no* despaired of help from that country 
and were only too prone to contrast the 
American attitude unfavourably with the 
re. i £ incss of their northern neighbours to 
contribute to Persia's prosperity, t said that 
ii seemed to me that it served no useful 
purpose to go around saving that American 
prestige, or for that matter British prestige, 
stood very low ir. this country, since that 
w.is precisely what the Russians wanted. I 
could not, of course, speak for the American 
Government but. u the attitude of the 
British Government were any criterion. 1 
knew that mv Government fell that they 
required to be persuaded that their tas- 
paver.s' money would not go down the drain 
in Persia No one with any knowledge of 
conditions in this country could pretend 
that there was not a very considerable risk, 
involved. There was, also, and everyone 
knaw it, very great private wealth in this 
country which no Govern me Lit had so far 
made arts serious effort to tap. T he Shah 
did not attempt to refute this. He argued, 
however, that without financial help from 
die Western Powers it was quite impossible 
for the Persian Government to institute the 
necessary basic reforms and improvements 
which alone would permit stable and 
efficient government. At present it was a 
*ori of vicious circle- no money because 
Persia was corrupt, therefore no possibility 
of eradicating corruption. 

Another* though minor, irritant to hint 
was the alleged sentimental interest which 
the Americans look in the tribes* He 
referred m particular to the Qashq t i Why 
did all Americans who cam© to Persia, diplo¬ 


mat 1st ,v. journalists, &c , spend so much time 
in the Qashqa’i country 7 El was not really 
fair to the rest of Persia and it gave the 
Qashqa’i Khans an exaggerated sense of 
linefr own importance. I said that I could 
only speak for myself. I had spent ten days 
with Malik Mansur Khan Qashqa’i in Pars 
in May and had found the tribal life in¬ 
to res Ling and picturesque and not entirely 
lacking in some of the simpler virtues for 
which one looked in vain for example in the 
artificial official life of the capital. The Shah 
said that he was not only thinking of the 
Qashqa’i There were other tribal areas 
where irresponsible foreign interest was the 
reverse-- of helpful to those who were trying 
to maintain good government in Persia. As 
regards Kurdistan* for example, he had 
recently been told that Justice Douglas had 
visited'that area and had actually brought 
with him a message to the Kurds from 
President Truman. Could this possibly be 
irue7 I said I was sure it was nonsense. 

On the subject of Persia's relations with 
the United States l did venture to make one 
entirely personal suggestion to the Shah. It 
was during a nocturnal conversation in the 
palace garden, when the Shah had been 
rather expansive about Ids personal life and 
what he regards is his late or mission, in 
doing so he had spoken with feeling of his 
devotion to the ordinary humane ideals 
shared bv Muslims and Christians alike, his 
overwhelming desire to keep Persia on the 
right side of the Iron Curtain and his sadness 
at not having* as it seemed to him, hitherto 
received much tangible support or even 
encouragement from the principal del elide r 
of those ideals, the l nited States. I said 
that since I had been in this country 1 had 
become acutely aware of the importance ot 
three things, which in effect were three 
aspects or the joint task of the Shah him¬ 
self* the Americans and the British. 1 would 
name them in the order in which they had 
impressed themselves upon me. First, 
enn n my last post* which had been 

in the United Stales. 1 had been impressed 
by the need for the Americans and British 
in Persia to prove to the Persians, and to 
anybody else who was interested, (hat we 
Could* as indeed we must, work as loyally 
together here as anywhere else in the world. 
So far as we were concerned at the British 
Embassy we felt that in spite of the belief 
of all Persians that the interests Of the two 
Powers must necessarily conflict in Persia* 
a belief fortified by the welcome opportunity 
which it provided for intrigue on unu side or 
the oilier* our Umled States colleagues and 


ourselves hud been able in the past year to 
make just a little progress under this first 
head. 

Second h land in this respect Ii was most 
grateful to His Majesty for the opportunities 
which he had afforded me of speaking to 
him frank.lv on any subject which I chose! 
it had become clear to me this year that the 
British on their side and the Shah on his 
must put away fill suspicions based on 
history true or false* and convince as many 
people as once again we must -to work 
together for our mutual advantage. Here 
also I thought that the present good rela¬ 
tions between His Majesty and the British 
Embassy of which he had spoken showed 
that between us we had not been entirely 
unsuccessful- Naturally 1 did not pretend 
that pCLSple in Persia had altogether aban¬ 
doned their bdief that the nefarious British 
imperialists were at the bottom of every¬ 
thing that went wrong, but even that ten¬ 
dency* die-hard though it might be* seemed 
to have been wilting somewhat. 

The third thing about which I rather 
hesitated to speak, since clearly 1 had less 
right to do so T was the importance of good 
relations between the Shah and the United 
Mates Embassy. So far as the Shah himself 
was concerned, it seemed to me, if I might 
say so, that hardly anything could be more 
important than the attitude which he 
adopted towards the United States. I had 
no standing to suggest how His Majesty 
should proceed in this regard, but in the light 
of what he had said to me on the subject 
I had felt justified in mentioning to him this 
third aspect of the problem which was of 
equal importance to Persia, the United 
States and the United Kingdom 

Oil Agreement 

It may be thought that in criticising what 
he regards is the lack of help given to him 
by the United Slates Government* the Shah 
was indulging in the normal Persian pastime 
(sinds he is in man\ respects as Persian as 
his subjects! of complaining to the British 
about the Americans and to the Americans 
about the British. I should, however, make 
n ckar that his criticisms about lack of help 
were in fact not confined to the United 
States Government, What he had said 
about the need for financial assistance 
applied also, of course* (indeed it went 
without say mg) to United Kingdom interests 
in Paris as personified by the Anglo-Iranian 
Oil Company He hoped that in due course 
the company would see the folly of standing 
rigidly on an agreement which in its present 
state just would not get anywhere near rati- 
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fication. How, for example, could we expect 
the Majlis to accept the scale of royalties 
provided for in the SupptcmeintLil Agreement 
when everyone would know that the Iraq 
Petroleum Company were giving the Iraqi 
Government a higher figure, I endeavoured 
to explain that the difference was due to the 
fact that, unlike the Iraqi Government, the 
Persian Government enjoyed the right of 
participation- Assuming that the Supple¬ 
mental Agreement had been in force in 1948* 
for example* the Persian Government would 
have received a royalty of 2Qv 4d, for that 
year in contrast to the 18s. ?d. which was 
all that the Iraqi Government received under 
the Iraq Petroleum Company Agreement. 
His Majesty commented, as I rather 
expected, that such technical details would 
be extremely hard to put across an ignorant 
and prejudiced Majlis. 

Another criticism which he rather half¬ 
heartedly levelled at the United Kingdom 
was that there was still a tendency in London 
to til ink that it might be possible, if the worst 
came to the worst* to divide Persia into two 
spheres of influence, a Soviet one in the 
north and an Anglo-American one in the 
south, 1 said that 5 was sure that no one 
at home played with any such ideas. We 
knew the Russians just as well as he did. 
In that case he replied* it was strange that 
in a conversation which he had had with the 
Secretary of State in London, Mr. Bevin had 
let slip the question, when the Shah was 
mentioning the situation in the Kerman shall 
area: " Is that in our zone? ' I said that 1 
thought Mr. Bevin had been speaking rather 
loosely and had merely meant: “ Is that 
anywhere near the oilfields? ” The Shah 
said this, might be so. In any case, when 
he had expostulated with I he Secretary of 
Slate, Mr. Bavin had made it clear that 
he had had no idea of suggesting the division 
of Persia into two zones, and he had justi¬ 
fiably recalled the strong line which the 
United kingdom representatives, on his 
instructions, had taken in the United 
Nations with regard to Persia’s most 
northerly province 

Paragraph (cj and Miscellaneous Topics 

The *Shah, like various other reasonable 
Persians to whom I have spoken* took the 
line, with regard to the report of the Purge 
Commission, that some opportunity must 
be provided to people placed in paragraph 
tel to defend themselves before an impartial 
panel of judges. One particular case which 
had attracted his attention was that of 
Mr, Karim Sat, the bead of the Forestry 
Department, who* as it happened, was 
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speeding some days a little further up the 
valley of Kalardasht with Mr Hamilton, the 
British forestry expert, and a whole camp of 
newly-appointed Persian foresters. We 
visited the camp and the Shah seemed 
pleased wit It the efficiency and enthusiasm 
of the group in general. As regards 
Mr. Karim Sat, he told me in confidence 
that if he were purged a* a result of the 
commission's report he was considering 
giving him a job under the Imperial Social 
Services Organisation. It seemed madness 
lo him to lose the services of a man such 
as this; moreover, he was afraid that if he 
were to be purged as he thought unjusti¬ 
fiably, he would become embittered and 
might even be tempted to join the lydeh 
Party* Very often during our journeys the 
Shah spoke of his interest in forestry and 
his desire that the natural wealth represented 
by the forests of Mazandenm should not 
he wasted. 1 te and Prince Ghuhm Kcza 
always pointed out to each other the wisps 
of smoke rising from charcoal-burners 1 fires 
on the wooded hillsides; and it is dear that 
His Majesty will support anything which 
Mr Hamilton tries to do to limit charcoal 
b uming and prevent further devastaten He 
is particular!) keen on replanting, not only 
in Mazan Jenin, but also on the hills north 
of Tehran and elsewhere in Persia. He told 
me that it was he who had encouraged Malik 
Mansur Khan Qashqin to start making fir 
plantations on a big scale in Pars. 

He was distressed at the wretched state or 
agriculture in the potentially fertile valley 
of Kalardasht. Although there is ample 
rain the crops looked very thin and poor in 
most places and when the Shah asked the 
farmers, as we rode through the country, 
why the crops were not better, they in- 
variably replied that they had insufficient 
land, no new seeds and no manure. They 
also admitted rather sadly that they had not 
enough knowledge. 

The Shah often spoke of the crying need 
for improvement in Persian agriculture 
generally, though of course here again he 
emphasised that what was required was 
money and more money. He looks for¬ 
ward to a time when Persia can produce not 
only her own type of motor car and truck 
but also a comparitjvcly cheap t ractor. He 
also spoke of his eventual aim being the 
nationalisation of land, including forests. 
In this respect, he s:nd+ he was a Socialist. 

Another idea which he has in the back 
of his mind is the eventual development of 
the tourist industry in this country. He 
seems to be thinking not only of the con¬ 
struction of hotels m the provinces (he 


remarked that even Tehran had not one 
good hotel! but also of more modest con¬ 
structions by the side of the main roads, 
somewhat after the pattern of the American 
motor camps or “ molds ‘ He thought that 
there might be quite a fair-sized flow of 
tourists from Iraq into Persia if travelling 
conditions were improved. 

About Persia's neighbours and the Middle 
East in general, he spoke as usual dis¬ 
paragingly of Egypt, where he said that 
the lot of the fellaheen was even worse Ehan 
that of the average peasant in Persia, He 
had not li very high opinion of the Iraqis. 
He thought the Afghans* who incidentally 
had offended him by sending no reply to 
his proposal of mediation in the Afghan- 
Pakistan dispute, wctc as good as crazy in 
their relations with the outside world. The 
neighbour of whom he had the highest 
opinion was Pakistan. He seemed to have 
been very much impressed during his visit to 
chat country by its comparative efficiency 
and order, which he attributed at any rate 
partly to the effects of British rule. He 
preferred Pakistan to India. He was un¬ 
favourably impressed by the latter s attempt 
to pose as a sort of bridge between East and 
West. 


f»en trul Impressions 

i was very much struck by the popularity 
of the Shah in all the countryside through 
which we passed on our various journeys. 
Ever) morning as we rode out of the gates 
of the palace and through the villages that 
are scattered over the valley there were 
groups of peasants, often in very ragged 
clothes, who shouted and cheered and 
applauded with what appeared to be sincere 
enthusiasm. At almost every village the 
head man. with all the villagers lined up 
behind him. would make a little speech of 
loyalty wihch always concluded with general 
cheering, after which anybody with a 
petition or complaint or a story to tdl was 
allowed to approach the Shah, who listened 
politely, often asking questions in return, 
and directed one of his officers to take 
charge of the matter. Women complained 
of their husbands, husbands of their wives, 
peasants of landlords or officials, This 
happened innumerable times but I never 
saw the Shah show any sign of impatience. 
The same sort of scene was witnessed on the 
air fields at Kalarhasht and Ramsar; and the 
Shah was frequently applauded hy work¬ 
men and travellers on the journeys from 
Tehran via Kara] and back. 
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His Majesty, who had been rather tired at 
the beginning of his vacation, grew progres¬ 
sively more relaxed and cheerful and be w r as 
an exceptionally attentive host, Prince Ali 
Reza, who usually appeared with a day or 
two's growth of beard and, to ray discom¬ 
fiture Isinee 1 sat next to him at most meals! 
incessantly ate raw onions, spent the days 


atone shooting in the mountains. Prince 
Ghubm Rcza~ who l had previously been 
told was no! very strong in the head, seemed 
to me to he very pleasant und normally 
intelligent, if somewhat shv. 

V. G, LAWFORD- 
6 rh September, 1950, 


EP IS 19/21 No, 31 

RECENT POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 

Sir F. Shepherd to Mr, Younger, {Received 20th September) 


(No. 268. Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir* tUf/i September* 1950. 

In my letters lo Mr.Furtonge of 26th June 
and 10th July* l indicated that the assump¬ 
tion of the Prime Ministership by Mr. 
Razmara promised certain possibilities in 
regard to the ratification of the oil agree¬ 
ment, hut that the development of the 
political and economic situation during the 
course of the summer would mean that steps 
would probably have to be taken to provide 
the Persian Government with substantial 
funds before ratification was likely lo be 
achieved, Political developments since the 
inauguration of the new Government at the 
end of June have not altogether proceeded 
according to plan, and it may be. therefore, 
of use if 1 analyse events since then with a 
view to clarifying the existing position. 

2 M r. Kazmara's main plan of campaign 
consisted ra a proposal which bad the hearty 
backing of His Majesty the Shah* for a 
decentralisation of the administration and 
the inauguration of regional projects in 
connexion with the Seven-Year Plan. The 
process of decentralisation by means of the 
creation of provincial councils is not new* 
and is indeed envisaged in the Constitution* 
It was considered by the United States and 
ourselves to be a desirable reform and it 
was decided to recommend ii at the Mos¬ 
cow Conference in December 1945 a move 
which* however, was in the event not 
proceeded with owing to Russia’s disagree¬ 
ment. Mr, Razmara’s ideas with regard to 
decentralisation, however, went a good deal 
further than those provided for in the Con¬ 
stitution: his intention was to introduce an 
entirety new' scheme and it was evident at 
the time of his assumption of power, as well 
as immediately before it, that he envisaged 
strong opposition from the Majlis. He had 
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it i ei mind that this opposition was likely to 
develop to such a degree that he w r ould, 
with the approval of the Shah, be obliged 
to call for a dissolution of Parliament His 
object was to utilise the period between a 
dissolution and the organisation of new 
elections to apply his decent ralisat ion 
scheme, lie hoped that this proof of his 
Government s desire to give the people in 
general a closer participation In the Gov¬ 
ern mem ol the country would result in the 
election of a Parliament more representative 
of the people in general and Jess devoted to 
personal interests. With such u Parliament 
he hoped that his personal influence would 
be so enhanced that he would have little 
difficulty in ensuring ratification of the 
Supplemental Oil Agreement, although he 
was always careful to indicate that some 
modification in the text of the agreement 
might be necessary. He anticipated that he 
would not be ready lo ratify the agreement 
for a period ol perhaps six months* and he 
was anxious for the assurance of sufficient 
funds during the intervening period to 
enable him not only to continue with the 
work of the Seven-Year Plan but to launch 
local development schemes which would 
assist in improving the lot of the individual 
provinces, 

3* While acknowledging the desirability 
of this programme in general, I pointed out 
to Mr. R.iizmara that his simplest method 
of obtaining the necessary funds would be 
to secure the immediate ratification of the 
Supplemental Agreement rather than to 
wait for the assembly of a new Parliament. 
1 put it to him that the Supplemental Agree¬ 
ment as it stood committed the Persian 
Government lo nothing but receiving a large 
extra sum of money while the question of 
Rersianisation was postponed for further 
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discussion, i suggested to him trial he 
should be able conscientiously to defend the 
Supplemental Agreement in Parliament and 
that in addition he could very well point out 
that u was not complete in itself and that 
further discussions were implicit in the 
agreement itself, 'this suggestion was 
mentioned in the last paragraph of my 
letter of l Oth, July to Mr, F^rlonge. arid it 
may have formed the basis of the proposal 
contained in paragraph 2 of Foreign Office 
telegram No. 330 to the effect that the com¬ 
pany were prepared to take a suitable 
opportunity of indicating to the Persian 
Government that if they would ratify the 
existing agreement the company would be 
prepared to resume discussions on certain 
aspects of it. My own suggestion was based 
on the fact that Mr. Gulshayan, who 
origin ally negotiated the Supplemental 
Agreement with the company, had had 
precisely inis idea in mind as forming a 
convenient method of introducing the agree¬ 
ment to Parliament, Mr. Razraaras 
reception of this suggestion, was non -com¬ 
mittal and he informed me that he proposed 
to leave the oil question completely in 
abeyance until his position was dearer. 

4. It had been anticipated that the 
brusque dismissal of Mr. Ali Mansur and 
the sudden appointment of Mr. Raznkara as 
Prime Minister might lead to disturbances* 
which indeed had been threatened both by 
the demagogues of the National Front imd 
hy the religious leader Kashani, who 
returned to Persia from exile at that time. 
Fortunately, these threats came to nothing 
and the Majlis were able to foresee the 
danger of their position if they should resort 
to undue obstruction of a Prime Minister 
who assumed oil ice with the reputation of 
ait efficient and ruthless soldier. Both the 
Senate and the Majlis accordingly grained 
the new Prime Minister a substantial vole 
oi confidence, 

5. This action had the effect of somewhat 
limiting the Prime Minister's approach to 
Parliament. While the vote of confidence 
\\m in some sense an act of self-preservA- 
3 on on the pi^rt of the Majlis, it amounted 
at the snme time to an offer of co-operation 
within constitutional limits and made it 
very difficult for the new Prime Minister to 
mark his accession to power by the intro¬ 
duction of reforms which went beyond what 
was envisaged in the Constitution itself. He 
rnay further have been influenced by indi¬ 
cations made by the Americans and our¬ 
selves prior to his appointment, that the 
Constitution should be respected. He 


found it best therefore to confine his 
decentralisation proposals within the limits 
already authorised by the Cons tit uiioiu 
I ms meant mat he was only able to submit 
a short Bill to that effect but he proceeded 
lu define the organisation of the decentrali¬ 
sation proposals by means of somewhat 
lengthy regulations attached to the Be 11* 
These regulations, ol course, had to be 
approved by Parliament, and it was evident 
that they could not be discussed in any very 
short period. Fhe Prime Minister therefore 
found not only that his ideas were 
emasculated to a point which he himself 
found disappointing, hut that their applica¬ 
tion was likely to be delayed by the need for 
Parliamentary scrutiny of the regulations. 

6, In the meantime Mr. Razmara 
approached both the embassy and the oil 
company for funds based on the most 
optimistic interpretation of the possibilities 
of his original scheme, While com mu mg to 
urge the need for ratification of the existing 
agreement the embassy asked the Prime 
Minis ec r for definite estimates of the amount 
of financial assistance he would need during 
the six months which he expected would 
elapse before ihe agreement could, in his 
opinion, be put to ihe Majlis. As you arc 
aware, the Persian Government found great 
difficulty in arriving at these estimates, 
which hud in the end to be drawn up as well 
as couid be managed in the circumstances 
by the embassy. The failure of the Persian 
Government to provide the figures required 
is partly due to the fact that the Plan 
Organisation of the Seven-Year Plan had 
not b> [hen come to definite decisions as 
to the projects which were to be carried out 
within the current Persian year, In addition, 
the ticw Government had not had time to 
investigate in the different provinces the 
local works which they hoped to carry out 
in addition 10 the projects of the Central 
Plan Organisation with the object of 
demonstrating throughout the country that 
practical measures were being taken for the 
improvement of ihe living conditions of the 
population. Commissions have been sent 
out into the provinces to investigate these 
matters, but their reports have not all been 
received. It has accordingly been very 
difficult to give to the Persian Government 
the assurances they need that sufficient 
funds will be forthcoming in the interim 
period for plans which they would like to 
put into operation. 

7. In addition to funds deriving from oil 
roydities the Prime Minister had been 
counting on loans from the United Slates. 
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Here again, the commission which accom¬ 
panied the newly-appointed United States 
Ambassador, and which was conducting 
investigations on behalf of the Export- 
Import Bank, found difficult) m securing 
the information they desired. The expec¬ 
tations that had been aroused b> the loudly- 
heralded arrival of Mr, Grady were there¬ 
fore no[ fulfilled, and the recommendations 
of the Export-Import Bank Commission 
have only just been forwarded to Wash¬ 
ington. 

8. This combination of events has been 
unfortunate for the Government, The 
Prime Minister has been unable to apply 
the somewhat spectacular approach to 
decentralisation and provincial organisation 
on which he had been counting, while he 
has not received the expected financial aid 
from the Americans and our selves. His 
arrival 3n power was widely regarded in 
Persia as bringing with it the promise of the 
prompt action which might be expected 
from an energetic Ciiiei of the General 
Staff, bin tiie manoeuvres of the two Houses 
of Parliament* combined with the absence 
of concrete support from the Americans 
and oursdves, have reduced him to very 
much the position of his predecessors. It is 
(rue that his own personal reputation is still 
high, and lie has been able to achieve a 
number of reforms and to execute a number 
of improvements which have certainly 
raised his administration above that of his 
predecessors. The absence of the major 
achievements for which he had hoped have, 
however, meant that the usual process of 
d ism tegration has begun to appear in both 
Houses of Parliament. There is less fear of 
Razmara .is a potential dictator and less 
confidence that adherence to his Govern- 
menl is in the personal interest of Deputies. 
The Deputies themselves are well aware that 
the application of a widespread and efficient 
decentralisation scheme would interfere 
with what can legitimately be described as 
their private rackets, and although they are 
nearly all convinced that a decentralisation 
scheme of some kind is for the benefit of 
the country, they are beginning to pluck up 
hope that they may at any rate be able lo 
save their own pockets. Consequently, 
support for the Government is less solid 
than it was. and the usual canvassing of 
possible successors to the Prime Minister- 
ship has once more begun. 

9. In these circumstances it has been of 
great benefit to the Government that the 
Russians should hive chosen to inaugurate 
discussions for a trade agreement. Such an 
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agreement would offer Substantial advan¬ 
tages lo Persia in finding an outlet for her 
exports, the demand for which is at present 
low, while il has calmed the fears of Soviet 
Russia which have been a prominent part 
of Persian life since the end of the war and 
which were intensified by events in Rorea. 
Jt is t however* by no means certain that the 
negotiations with the Russians wall be suc¬ 
cessful. If success is m fact achieved the 
Russians are already preparing lo reap the 
greatest possible propaganda benefit from 
it. Hiv Majesty the Shah [old me yesterday 
that the Russians were preparing lo have 
at least one train-load of supplies ready at 
the frontier so that at the moment of signa¬ 
ture they would be able to point to imnie* 
diale fulfilment of their engagements. The 
signature of a trade agreement with the 
Russians would not* however, be sufficient 
to solidify the position of the Razmara 
Government, nor. I fear, will the graining of 
a loan of 25 or 30 million dollars by [he 
Export-Import Bank. The main source of 
supply of funds and the main hope of the 
Government remain founded on oil 
royalties, 

10. It is, of course, from a commercial 
point of view undeniably sound business to 
insist that the agreement signed by the Sa id 
Government should be ratified b> the 
Parliament, and in normal times there 
would be no need to dispute the desirability 
of the company biding its time until the 
Persians recognise the need for doing so. 
It is* however, evident that the question is 
no longer purely commercial; it is indeed 
possible that rise fate of Persia in the future 
depends on the continuation in power of 
the Razmara Government and the applica¬ 
tion of its schemes for decentralisation. It 
seems incredibly pusillanimous of a Persian 
Government to refuse to advocate an agree¬ 
ment which is ni itself highly advantageous 
and which would on ratification bring in 
over £40 million to [he national treasury. 
The fact remains, however, (hat no amount 
of urging and arguing has had any effect n:i 
the two successive Prime Ministers con¬ 
cerned. It is. therefore, essential that 
consideration should be given to some 
means out of the difficulty, and it is for this 
reason that the various suggestions con¬ 
tained in my recent telegrams have been put 
forward. At the present moment it would 
seem that the most promising approach 
would be the grant by the company of some 
modification of the Supplemental Agree¬ 
ment which would permit the present Prime 
Minister to put it forward as an agreement 
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made by his own Government. The Prime 
Minister has promised that if this can be 
done he would then take all means to advo* 
cate and publicise the advantages of the 
agreement b\ means of explanations to 
Deputies* newspaper and radio publicity, 
and perhaps by the issue of a special book* 
let. if the promise of any Persian Prime 
Minister can be accepted it is that of 
Mr, Riumara, and if a definite promise can 
he extracted from him, I think that it would 
be a reasonable risk to rely upon it. 

1 ]. It seems unlikely that agreement as 
to modifications can be secured, and ratifi¬ 
cation obtained* in any very short period 
of time and it will be essential to assure the 
Government of sufficient funds to carry on 
in the meantime. In this connexion it must 
be remembered that funds sufficient for the 
continuation of votes under the Seven-Year 
Plan at the present rate will not be adequate. 
The Government will need to be assured of 
resources enough to enable them to plan 
ahead* not only m developing schemes 
already accepted under the plan but also 
for provincial schemes which will assure 
each province that something practical is 
being done to improve conditions in its own 
area. The total amount that would be 
required for (his purpose is still uncertain 
owing to the fact that the provincial reports 
already referred to have not yet been 
received* 

12 In conclusion it should, I think, be 
emphasised that the financial help and 
assurances of which the Government stand 
in real need cannot be confined to com¬ 
paratively small sums or to amounts 
earmarked for the purchase of supplies 
from the sterling area. In normal times the 
proceeds of oil royalties are applied in the 
broadest possible manner to the financial 
needs of the country and integrated into 
the budget like any other normal form of 
revenue. The development of works in 
connexion with the Seven*Year Plan does 
not by any means entirely depend on (he 
purchase of equipment abroad but involves 
expenditure in local currency which can 
only be financed by the sale of sterling. We 
have for some time past been urging (he 
inauguration of measures designed to 
improve the lot of the population, and three 
factors have now converged which give 
promise that essential and long-awaited 
progress may be begun: the necessary 
projects have reached the stage when work 
can be started tit has in some cases already 


begun); an energetic and public-spirited 
Prime Minister has been appointed whose 
sincere aim is to achieve the desired pro¬ 
gress: and ample funds arc available. 
However much we may criticise the succes¬ 
sive Governments for shying away from 
the legislation which would put these funds 
at their immediate disposition, the fact 
remains that if this opportunity is lost we 
shall be guilts in the Persian mind of un¬ 
friendly rigidity in dinging to large sums of 
money which both we and the oil company 
have admitted ought to accrue to Persia. I 
do not defend the logic, or illogicality, of 
this attitude, but having spent six months in 
the somewhat Gilbcrtian occupation of 
beseeching the Persians to accept a windfall 
of over forty million pounds, 1 am 
impressed with their mental impenetrability 
in ihis. matter. It is something with which 
we must reckon, 

13. I appreciate the practical difficulties 
in (he way of making the necessary funds 
aft actable, but since we may well be of a 
turning point in Persian history, 1 feet that 
ii is worth running some risk in order to 
secure the needed elasticity: and since the 
funds accruing from the new rates of 
royalty are already in hand, the ultimate 
risk would in fact appear to be minimal, 

14. By the end of Iasi winter a profound 
and widespread pessimism prevailed tti this 
country. Unemployment and distress were 
rife and the subversive influence of the 
Tudeh Party was causing anxiety. Although 
crops are good this year the Government 
fear a recrudescence of unemployment 
during the winter, and measures for pro¬ 
viding reserves of food-stuffs have had to be 
curtailed for lack of funds. At the present 
time, however, the atmosphere is encourag¬ 
ing; it has been improving throughout the 
summer and although discontent persists 
there has been a definite strengthening of 
morale in recent months. The provision of 
sufficient funds to enable the Government 
co plan ahead and to fight unemployment 
and distress during the winter is likely to 
make all the difference between the main¬ 
tenance of morale and of stable Govern¬ 
ment and the recurrence of active discontent 
and political uncertainty. 

15. 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Representatives at Wash¬ 
ington and Moscow and to the head of ihe 
British Middle East Office at Cairo, 

I have, &c, 

F SHEPHERD. 
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EP 1013 4|? No, 32 

MONTHLY REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 1951) 

Sir F. Shepherd to Mr. Rev in. {Received I hh October) 


(No. 2943 Tehran, 

Sir. bib October. 1950* 

Wit* ret ere nee to my despatch No. 23$ 
of 2nd September, I have the honour to sub¬ 
mit the following report on events in Persia 
during September 1950. 

Foreign A It airs 

2* Negotiations for the resumption of 
trade between Persia and the Soviet Union 
continued, and by the end of (he month were 
covering the quantities and prices of the 
goods to be exchanged. As regards the 
Persian gold in Moscow, the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment had proposed that a joint Soviet* 
Persian commission should study the 
financial claims on both sides, k was 
understood that the Persian Prime Minister 
intended to accept this proposal. 

3. On 24th September a Treaty of Friend¬ 
ship between Persia and Italy was signed in 
Tehran, It contained no provisions of 
interest. 

internal A If airs 

4. During the month the garrison at 
Kerman* hah was engaged in disarming the 
Javan nidi tribe* a course apparently decided 
upon .is i result of the tribe's activities 
earlier in the summer against a neighbouring 
tribe. These operations were greatly 
ex agger tied in pres? reports. By the end o! 
the month the possibility of a settlement was 
approaching. The Persian forces received 
assistance against the Javanrudi from tribes 
hostile to tfie 1 alter. There was no question 
of -i general Kurdish revolt against the 
Persian Government, as suggested by the 
Azerbaijan Free Radio and the more credu¬ 
lous sections of (he world press, 

5. Some apprehension was aroused in 
Tehran b\ the wanderings in tribal districts 
of Mr, Justice Douglas of the United States 
Supreme Court, He appears to have made 
some imprudent remarks about the super¬ 
iority of the tribal elements in Persian life 
and the principal result of his innocent 
though ill-conceived activities was that at 
the end of the month the Persian Govern¬ 
ment were considering imposing severe 
rest riel ions on the movement of foreigners, 

6 At the beginning of the month the 
Majlis resumed its sittings after the summer 
holiday. Up to the end of the month it had 
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concerned itself almost exclusively with a 
bill submitted by the Government in con¬ 
nexion with the activities of the Purge Com¬ 
mission (paragraph 6 of my report for 
August!. I ne Governments proposed bill 
provided for an appeal tribunal before which 
those already condemned and those to be 
condemned in future could be heard in their 
own defence and for the establishment of a 
new commission to deal with the cases of 
Government officials not so far examined. 
Since the President of (he Majlis was among 
those placed b> the original Purge Com¬ 
mission category "C,*' and the National 
Front had decided to make an issue of the 
strict application of the original Purge Com¬ 
mission ’s report, the Majlis sessions have 
been healed and protracted In the mean- 
white no progress has been made with 
important Government measures such as the 
budget, the decentralisation bill and a bill 
for increasing the pay of judges. There was 
some criticism in the Majlis of Dr. Nasr. the 
Minister of Finance, and at the end of the 
month it was rumoured that Dr. Nasr. who 
had been sent to Europe on Government 
business, had resigned. On 28th September 
a former Government supporter, reputedly 
disgruntled because certain profitable oper¬ 
ations of his were no longer possible under 
the present Government, tabled an, inter¬ 
pellation on three grounds: - 

(H Hi at the Government had done 
nothing to secure the rights of the 
Persian people from the Anglo* 
Iranian Oil Company. 

123 That its economic policy was wrong. 

(3) That it respected neither the Majlis 
nor ihe laws of the country, 

The interpellation has not affected the 
Government adversely, 

7. There were signs of growing interest in 
parliamentary circles in the Supplemental 
Oil Agreement and the Majlis Oil Commis¬ 
sion began its study of documents submitted 
to it by the Government, The Prime Minis¬ 
ter* for his part, showed signs that he 
intended to lake a decision in the matter 
before very long. 

8, The AngloTranian Oil Company 
acceded to the Persian Government's 
request for a further advance of royalties at 
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the present rate isee paragraph 9 of my 
August report I. They paid over the sum of 
£3 million and agreed to pay a further 
£ l million *u the end of September, October, 
November and December 1950, and Janu¬ 
ary and February 195L This assistance 
enabled the Persian Seven-Year Plan 
Organisation to resume work on, among 
other things, the Mianch-Maraghch section 
of the Tabriz railway which had ceased 
owing to lack of funds, Lind on road-works 
in Southern Azerbaijan Et was not dear 
lor how long this increased level of govern¬ 
mental economic activity could continue in 
Jne absence of further tin uncial resources, 

9, A new Labour Bill was presented to the 
Majlis on !2th September, and referred to a 
Parliamentary Committee, The Bill in its 
present form extends the scope of the 
Labour Law approved by the Fifteenth 
Majlis by defining a *' working place " as a 
place or an organisation which is managed 
hy an employer and in which a worker is 
employed," The definition in the previous 
Law was, " a working place is .in industrial, 
mining, constructional, commercial and 
transport place and institution, as well as an 
industrial-agricultural institution, and the 
like." The original provision that " working 
places " covered by the Labour Law must be 
determined by the Labour Ministry, subject 
to approval of the High Labour Council, has 
been retained in the new Bill, The failure 
of the Government to observe neutrality in 
handling labour problems was further illus¬ 
trated by the conduct ot election, under the 
Labour Law, of workers’ representatives on 
the Factory Councils at Isfahan, where 
mania] law is still in operation. Interfer¬ 
ence by the Military Governor in support of 
the Government sponsored EJ5.KL pro¬ 
voked a strike at one factory after the 
Minister of Labour had agreed that the elec¬ 
tions should he supervised by a special 
committee comprising independent obser- 
\ers from the E.S.K.L and I M.K.A, 
organisations, This agreement has not yet 
been implemented Ixjeause of the continued 
intervention of the Governor-Gencrid and 
the Military Governor, and up lo the end 
of the month it had not been possible to 
hold the elections. 


lu, me Persian Government oegan to 
bring back to Tehran the Ludeii prisoners 
dopaLciicu to southern prisons earlier in trie 
year. Tnis move was made possible by me 
provision oi icpardtc accomniodBUon wftiCA 
would enable toe autcioriues to keep tne 
i'uden prisoners separated from tnc diners 
and so prevent them irom conducting eifec- 
uve propaganda. 

H. Sentence of death was passed on 
Hasan luffed lor the murder oi Ahmad 
Dihqan (see paragraph 9 of my report for 
May 1950k 

12. There was a regrettable display of 
Muslim fanaticism. Last year a Bahai 
doctor practising in K ash an was murdered 
and eight Muslims accused of the murder 
were brought to trial in Tehran during the 
mom h under rev jew. A section of th e clergy 
endeavoured to persuade the Government 
to instruct the judges to acquit the accused, 
but the Government declined to interfere. 
The clergy then made their views quite clear 
to the judges, and as a result the accused 
men were acquitted by a majority of the 
Court. After the verdict was announced, 
i he re was an unseemly display ol jubilation 
at the house of a leading cleric and there 
was for a time wild talk about burning down 
the Bahai temple in Tehran. By the end oi 
the month this had come to nothing. The 
Public Prosecutor has appealed against the 
acquittal and the case will now go to the 
Court of Appeal 

13. During the East week of the month 
Mr. Phillips Price. M.P., who has for long 
taken an interest in the Middle East, was 
visiting. Tehran. 

14. An adjudication for .'3,500 tons of 
rails was awarded to British Raiimakcrs and 
the Seven-Year Nan Organisation was 
authorised to negotiate with them for the 
supply of the total quantity of 100.000 tons 
of rails needed for the Mianeh-Maragheh 
and Shahrud-Meshed extensions of the 
Persian railway system. Considerable 
efforts had to be made hy this Embassy to 
prevent other interests from upsetting the 
results of the adjudication, 

1 have. &c. 

F M SHEPHERD, 
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EP 1192/13 G. No, 33 

THE DEFENCE OF PERSIA 

Sir / . Shepherd to Mr. Bevin. \liect. red 2\)rh October) 


LNo. jJI/ lefatitj, 

bir, H//f October, 195U, 

l nave noted with great interest Irom 
Foreign Office telegram No. 4451 to 
Washington of 6th October, that the Chiefs 
of Stall Committee arc likely shortly 
to discuss with the Americans defence 
planning for the Middle East in which the 
requirements for the defence of Persia 
would be considered. In this connexion I 
venture to offer some observations which 
may help to clarify the Persian attitude in 
this matter, in amplification of my telegram 
No 508 of 13th October 

2. It would appear from the tone of the 
telegram under reference that the Shah's 
remarks to Mr. Lawford have been taken 
as indicating a definite dimodte contained 
in a special message, Jl was not my impres¬ 
sion thiit the conversations between the 
Shah and Mr, Lawford were of so precise 
a nature. The point is. however, perhaps 
not of great importance since the Shah’s 
views are well known and have been indi¬ 
cated on previous occasions. He mentioned 
this matter to me very soon after my arrival 
at Tehran and I reported his remarks in my 
despatch No, 114 of 8th April, 1950, On 
that occasion he indicated that Persia and 
Iraq constituted an area through which 
Turkey might be outflanked and taken in 
the rear. Persian Consciousness of this 
danger was also shown in the conversation 
which I had with Mr, Sa’id just previous to 
his departure to Ankara as Persian Ambas¬ 
sador to Turkey, In my letter G, 107/5/9/SO 
of 3rd July to Mr, Furlonge f reported that 
Mr. Said was anxious for at least an 
understanding on defence to be come to 
between Persia and Iraq, even if definitive 
staff talks did not take place. In addition to 
this I would refer to paragraph 5 of the 
record of ,i conversation which took place 
On 16th August between Mr. L iwford and 
the Shah, a cop) of which was sent to 
Eastern Department under reference 
G, 101 /2/179/50. In that His Majesty 
enquired whether there was .my chance of 
discussion between the Persian and British 
General Staffs with regard to the defence of 
K hinds tan and the oil installations before 
an emergency arose, 

3. The question of the defence of Persia 
in the event of war has naturally been much 


in my mind even w itoom tnese indications oi 
interest on tire port of the Sn&Ju However, 
as a result of a conversation which 1 had 
with the Commander-in-chief Middle 
Eastern Land Forces on my way to 
Tehran, I understood that there was little 
chance of any definite planning m this direc¬ 
tion in the near future, For this reason 1 
have refrained from emphasising the anxiety 
of the Persians in this connexion and have 
attempted to soothe the Persians themselves 
by reference to stale merits made by the 
American Secretim of State and yourself 
regarding the interest taken by the 
Americans and ourselves in the inde¬ 
pendence of Persia. 3 was interested 
to see that my Military Attache had 
been invited to a conference at the end of 
November at Fnyyrd in which Middle East 
defence was to be discussed, and J hud 
hoped that it would be possible on that 
occasion to clarify the Persian situation 
and lo indicate the extent to which it would 
be feasible for us to come to the assistance 
of the Persians, and how promptly this could 
be done. E was not aware that Persian 
defence would be discussed in the near 
future by the Chiefs of Staff, and it is not at 
present clear to me how these discussions 
w ill be integrated with those to be held in 
the Middle East itself. 

4. As will be seen from the communica¬ 
tions on this subject referred to above, 
neither the Shah nor his generals have any 
illusions about the capacity of the Persian 
Army to resist Russian invasion for any 
length of time. I am not competent to 
assess the fighting qualities of the Persian 
Army, but \ understand that the general 
efficiency of the forces has been com idcrably 
improved b\ the United Slates Mission. I 
do not think there fs much doubt that the 
individual Persian soldier would be perfectly 
prepared to fight stubbornly for his country 
under pertain conditions, one of which is 
that he should be well led. There is among 
foreign missions in Tehran little confidence 
in the officer cadre and there is little sym¬ 
pathy between the ordinary soldier and the 
officer class. It is scarcely necessary to 
Manic the Tudch Party for the disaffection 
towards their Govern mem and their officers 
which would appear to be endemic in the 
lower ranks of the Persian Army, The 
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Person people are becoming aware of the 
inequalities of wealth in this country and of 
the selfishness and corruption of the nil mg 
classes, Hie re in in consequence a feeling 
among the soldiery that it would not be very 
much in their own interest's to risk their 
livi^ for t Government which has shown 
little consideration for them. It follows 
from this Lb-il a prerequisite of any stub¬ 
bornly conducted and well co-ordinated 
defence of Persia lies in such measures of 
reform js would give active hope to the 
poorer classes of the population that their 
lot would be improved by the Government 
for which they were being called 4550:1 to 
fight. There is some hone that the present 
Government will succeed in initiating such 
me: in re., but their effect can scarcely be 
immediate It is therefore not to be 
expected that the Persian Army will soon 
show anything but a limited improvement 
over the morale which it exhibited in 1942* 
although the traditional hatred of the 
Russians might possibly to some extent be 
a compensation for the fear which they 
inspire. 

5 The general plan of retreat of the 
Persian forces in the case of art attack by 
Russia would be in the direction of KhtizL- 
tan* Shiraz ind Kurdistan. In the two 
latter areas the Persians would do little 
except indulge in guerilla activities until help 
arrived, and it is only in the area of 
KhurisUn and in the defence of the oil¬ 
fields that a promising delaying action 
would appear to be of practical value. At 
a luncheon which I had with the Shah on 
]4th September* he referred to the possi- 
bililv of a defence of the oilfields area. He 
thought that with proper equipment and 
planning it might be possible for Persian 
troops to deny the oilfields to Russian land 
forces by means of demolition and rank 
action. He did not think that the equip¬ 
ment which was being provided by the 
Americans would be sufficient or suitable 
For such a campaign* and hinted that more 
modem equipment, especially tanks, would 
be welcome. It was in this connexion that 
he made reference to a need for a more 


definite pronouncement by the Western 
Powers as to their attitude in case of a 
Russian attack on Persia, which is reported 
in my telegram No. 466 of 22nd -September. 

6 . Although the prevalent Persian fear of 
Russia is at the moment somewhat in abey¬ 
ance on account of the current negotiations 
for a trade agreement, this nervousness will 
remain Latent and is liable to come to the 
surface at almost any moment. The attitude 
of mind of many Persians 10 the rearmament 
assistance rendered by the United States 
tends to be that that country is merely pro¬ 
posing to employ Persia as a defence out¬ 
post for its own purposes, .ind this tendency 
is naturally strengthened by the realisation 
that the mainland of the United States is so 
far away. If it were possible for us to give 
the Persians some kind of assurance of 
prompt physical help in an emergency it 
would greatly assist in the strengthening of 
morale* and technical advice from us, 
together with the formulation of some 
general plan, would undoubtedly be greatly 
appreciated here. As seen from Tehran* 
there would not, I think, be any objection* 
while there would be considerable advan¬ 
tage, in making the intimation referred to in 
paragraph 3(c) of Foreign Office telegram 
No. 4451. 1 feel, however, that a visit by 
she Cammander -1 n-Chkf Middle Eastern 
Lund Forces would not be welcome in the 
present relaxed state of Russo-Persian rela¬ 
tions. since it would lend to hamper their 
development in an amicable manner which 
ji greatly desired by the Persians. It 
would, however, seem that some form of 
stalT talks; or exchange of information as to 
intentions would be needed as a practical 
measure so that the preparations of the 
Persian Army for countering an invasion 
could l 5 o co-ordinated with our own 
planning. 

7. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassador at Washing¬ 
ton and to the British Middle East Office. 
Cairo, 

I have. &c, 

FRANCIS M. SHEPHERD. 
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EP 1531 f73 No. 34 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 

PERSIAN AMBASSADOR 


Supplemental Agreement with 

Mr. Bevin to Sir F 

rV179. Confidential) Foreign Office, 
Sir, 27r/i October. 1950, 

M. Ali Sllha.HL the new Persian Ambas¬ 
sador to the Court of St. James’s, paid his 
first visit to me to-day. After compliments. 
His Excellency stated that he had been 
instructed by his Government to draw the 
attention of His Majesty's Government to 
the general .'situation in Persia, and parficu- 
iurh to the question of the Supplemental 
Agreement with the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company* which they were anxious to have 
settled as soon as possible. He himself, 
since his arrival in England, had noticed a 
general desire on our side to see this matter 
disposed of. and he bad so informed his 
Government. He hoped that he might count 
on the good offices of His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment to secure satisfactory arrangements 
with the company, and he would keep in 


the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company 
Shepherd l Tehran) 

touch with the Foreign Office for this 
purpose. 

2. I informed the Ambassador that i had 
taken a personal interest in this Agreement 
and had hoped that it was settled fast year, 
hut there had been difficulties which I hoped 
could now he resolved. The additional 
sums which would be available to the 
Persian Government once the Agreement 
was ratified would enable them to proceed 
with the Seven-Year Plan, which 1 regarded 
as of particular importance in order that the 
Persian economy should not depend on one 
sole commodity, but should be placed on ft 
sound basis and provide alternative sources 
of employment. 

3, l am sending copies of this despatch 
to Washington and B.M.E.O, 

1 am. &c. 

ERNEST BEVIN. 


EP 1013/52 No, 35 

MONTHLY REPORT FOR OCTOBER 1950 

Sir F Shepherd to Mr. Bevin. (Received 10 //] November) 


(No. 323) Tehran, 

Sir. 3rd November, 1950. 

With reference to my despatch No. 294 
of 6 th October I have the honour to submit 
the following report on events in Persia 
during October 1950. 

Foreign Affairs 

2, Commercial negotiations between 
Persia and the Soviet Union continued. 
Delays seemed to have been caused by a 
renewed Soviet attempt to obtain the right 
of direct trade with the Persian population 
and by Persian resistance to it. El was 
announced that the first meeting of the 
Soi iet-Persian Fromier Commission would 
take place at Astara on Hih November. 

3. The second Islamic Economic Confer¬ 
ence was held in Tehran and closed on 
Nth October. Some well-intentioned 
recommendations were made by the 
conference to member Government!;. 


Internal Affairs 

4 . Qn 8 th October the Government 
received a vole of confidence by ninety- 
seven votes to eight in the Majlis on an 
interpellation against the Minister of Justice 
The Majlis then turned to an inter¬ 
pellation tabled by six members of the 
Majlis Oil Commission criticising the 
Government for not announcing its views 
about the Supplemental Oil Agreement and 
for not securing Persia's rights in the matter. 
Simultaneously, the Majlis Oil Commission, 
in which the National Front is represented 
to u degree quite disproportionate to its 
numerical strength in the Majlis, continued 
its study of the problem* In both places 
the National Front made violent attacks on 
the Supplemental Agreement and the Anglo- 
Iranian Oil Company without (he slightest 
regard for accuracy. On 1 Rth October the 
Prime Minister, replying to a question in 
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the Sen ale which had resumed Us activities 
earlier in the month indicated that he was 
in favour ol the Supplemental Agreement 
Next day the Majlts voted on the interpdla- 
lion and passed a vote of silence; lias meant 
that they did not proceed with the interpella¬ 
tion hut did not express a view on its subject 
At the end of the month the position in 
respect to she agreement was that the Majlis 
Oil Commission were to present a report on 
it to the Majlis. The prospect of a relatively 
favourable report were somewhat improved 
by the appointment of Mr. Ghulam Husain 
Furuhar as Minister of Finance in place of 
Dr. N isr who hud resigned while on an 
official mission in Europe, Mr. Furuhar's 
place as Minister of Labour has not yet been 
filled, it was hoped that Mr. Furuhar 
would have both the courage and the 
capacity lo explain to the Majlis Oil Com¬ 
mission and to the Deputies the advantages 
to Persia of the Supplemental Oil Agree¬ 
ment. His task was not expected to be easy 
since no Persian Government had made 
any attempt to educate public opinion in 
the advantages of the agreement and the 
field had been left entirely to the National 
Front, This had allowed an impression to 
grow up that far from providing the Persian 
Government with the money essential for 
economic development the Supplemental 
Agreement imposed new burdens on Persia 
ami granted new benefits to the company 
A further adverse factor was that Mr. 
R.tzmara's political opponents, especially 
those who had for themselves or their 
friends hopes of -Attaining the Premiership 
feared thal if he received and turned to 
good account the very 'urge sums due to the 
Persian Government on ratification he 
might remain in power for a long time. 
Favourable factors were the definite pro- 
■no un cement o! the Prime Minister in favour 
O' the agreement and the known desire of 
Shah that the agreement should be 
ratified in the near future, 

5. Indeed, the support given by the Shah 
to the Prime Minister was one of the most 
satisfactory features of the month. In his 
opening speech to the Semite on 7th October 
the Shah indicated his support of a number 
of specific Government projects, including 
the decentralisation proposals and in in¬ 
formal conversation with Senators after the 
ceremony urged them to ratify the Supple* 
mental Oil Agreement Further,, on the 
occasion of his birthday he conferred on 
the Prime Minister the Order of Taj, First 
Class, which is the highest decoration in the 


country. The Shah also took a decision 
which it is to be hoped will make both for 
his happiness and for (he stability of the 
dynasty, in announcing his engagement lo 
Miss Sumy a Island lark daughter of a 
Bakhlian husband by a German mother. 

It was announced that the wedding would 
lake place i n December 1950. l hc wedding 
ceremony of his brother Prince Abdul Ri^a 
to Miss Zand took place on 12 th Getober. 

6, The most noticeable opposition to the 
Government was provided by the National 
From in the Majlis, but the authorities 
showed some concern at the possibility that 
the Partisans of Peace Campaign was being 
used as :i cover for activity by the mem¬ 
bers of the banned Tudeh Party. They 
therefore announced that members of the 
Partisans of Peace Association or persons 
signing the Stockholm Appeal who were 
also members of the Tudeh Party would be 
prosecuted On the other hand. Govern¬ 
ment showed confidence in its position by 
deciding to raise martial law in Abadan, 
Isfahan is now the only town in which 
martial law is still in force. Another re¬ 
laxation of severity was the decision by the 
Supreme Court of Appeal ihat certain of 
the members of the Tudeh Party condemned 
to imprisonment for subversive activity after 
the attempt on the Shah's life in February 
1949 were entitled to retrial before a Civil 
Criminal Court because certain legal 
formalities had not been fulfilled. 

7, A complication was introduced into 
the political situation by the return, on 
12th October, of Qavam-us-Saltanch. In 
view of the offensive letters which he had 
addressed to the Shah he could scarcely 
expect to be given oiliee. Nevertheless. Itis 
numerous friends became very active poli¬ 
tically and formed a committee to promote 
his interests. It seemed likely that he would 
try to form a political group or party which 
through its friends in Parliament would be 
able to bring pressure to bear on the 
Government to confer benefils on its 
members. 

8, None of lire potential trouble-makers 
were able lo take advantage of the Muhar- 
ran mourning ceremonies to create impor¬ 
ta tit disturbances Hie ceremonies appear 
lo have been more widely observed than 
last year but, in Tehran at any rate, the 
authorities took adequate precautions for 
the maintenance of order: there had been 
rumours that an attack might be made on 
the Baha'i temple {c/,, paragraph 12 of my 
report for September! but the authorities 
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provided art ample guard and there were no 
incidents at the temple, 

u. Operations against the Javanrudi tribe 
came to an end early on with the surrender 
by the tribe of some 100 rifles (c/.„ para¬ 
graph 4 of my report for September!. 

10. American aid, about which there had 
bee i so much speculation in the Tehran 
press material ised in the shape of an Export^ 
Import Bank loan of 25 million dollars, of 
which lmillion were allotted to agricul¬ 
tural and 6 million to road-making mach¬ 
inery. Some newspapers showed a realisa¬ 
tion or ihc value of this loan to Persia but 
there was much carping criticism at the 
" smallness " of the amount and the fact 
that Persia would have to pay interest on 
the loan, The Left-wing papers showed 
some peevishness at being deprived of their 
favourite cry that the Americans did nothing 
whatever to help Persia. 

It The United States Government also 
granted 500,000 dollars for a point-four 
programme The main emphasis of this 
programme will apparently he on agrieuE- 
turid education, 

12. The Bank of England and the 
National Bank of Persia, renewed their 
Memorandum of Understanding whereby 
the Bank of England undertake to provide 
dollars for Persia's essential imports where 
these cannot be provided on equal terms 
from sterling area. 


j 5 A decree was published increasing 
the customs duties on imports from aU 
countries which, while enjoying mo&t- 
revoureJ-uaiton treatment, with Persia, 
resi racial or nrohibited the import of 
Persian goods. Though the Prime Minister 
has stated that the decree was not intended 
to apply to the United Kingdom, this is not 
yet certain. No list or (he countries 
affected was published. 

|4. The contract for supply of 100.000 
tons of rails was signed ir/„ paragraph 14 
of my report for September!. 

15 Dr. Abdullah Duflari. formerly 
assistant to Mr. Ibtihaj when he was 
Governor of the National Bank of Persia 
was appointed Minister of National Eco¬ 
nomy in the place d Dr. Vzmudeh who 
was apparently regarded as too friendly with 
the National Front and as ineffective; more¬ 
over, he had made enemies among influential 
importing interests owing to the Govern¬ 
ment's alteration of the exchange regulations 
in favour of exporters. 

16. 1c was announced that a census of 
Fchran had been taken and that the popu¬ 
lation amounted to 989,87L It the district 
around Tehran is taken into account* this 
figure may very well be not far from the 
truth. 

1 have, Ac. 

F M. SHEPHERD 


EP 1531/79 No. 36 

ATTITUDE OF PERSIAN PUBLIC OPINION TOWARDS THE 
SUPPLEMENTAL OIL AGREEMENT 

Sir F. Shepherd ro Mr. Bevirt. 


<No. 333l Tehran. 

Sir* 13/A November, 1450. 

Now Lhist the Razmura Government have 
adopted the Supplemental Oil Agreement, 
it may be of interest to review the currents 
oi public opinion concerning the agreement* 
By " public opinion '* in this context, is 
meant that minority of the population 
w ,iich is interested in public affairs and is 
able to make its views known in the capital. 

2. The British point of view with regard 
to the Supplemental Agreement is that it 
is simply a device whereby the Anglu- 
Iranian Oil Company can put the Persian 
Government in possession of larger 
revenues in order to meet the needs of 
national development, the 1933 Concession 
retaining its validity and not being in any 
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way tn question. To the Persian mind, 
however, the negotiations and the present 
discussions raise the whole question of 
whether or not if is desirable that Persian 
oil be leased to a foreign company. U is 
intensely irritating to Persian national 
pride that the country should have to 
depend on foreigners for me development 
of its most important natural resource and 
that the only large-scale, efficient and 
humanely-run industry in the country 
should be foreign-com rolled. National 
sentiment also finds it difficult to stomach 
she dependence of the Persian Slate on the 
revenues received from this foreign com* 
r»n> and that of the Persian consumer on 
oil supplied by ihc company. While almost 
no Persian seriously claims (hat Persia 
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could manage the oil industry without 
foreign help, these sentiments result in a 
permanent reeling of resentment towards 
the concessionary company and the British 
Government, anil in an inferiority complex 
which finds one of its outlets in demands 
for " equality ” between the Anglo-Iranian 
Oil Company and the Persian Government; 
this latter feeling owes much of its present 
force to the nominal equality between the 
Soviet Union md Persia provided for in the 
abortive 1946 Soviet-Fersitta oil agreement. 
An additional grievance against the British 
Government is that they take large sums in 
taction from the company. The atmos¬ 
phere for any discussion of any aspect of 
the Anglo-JronUn Oil Company's opera¬ 
tions and relations with the Persian Gov* 
ernmem is therefore poisoned from the 
outset and the Intent resentment is con¬ 
stantly brought to the surface by newspaper 
attacks on various aspects of the company's 
activities. 

3. Dispassionate consideration of the 
issues involved in the Supplemental Agree¬ 
ment is further clouded by extraneous 
factors. There is, for instance, one school 
of thought whtcb holds that for Persia to 
lease any important part of its resources to 
a foreign concern or Government is 
directly provocative to the Soviet Union 
and that relations with the latter cannot be 
established on a safe basis unlit this source 
of irritation is removed. This tine of 
argument is however confronted with the 
opposite line which supposes that the 
Western Powers will not take a continuing 
and effective interest in the maintenance of 
Persian independence against Soviet designs 
unless at least one of them has an important 
material stake in the country: to those who 
follow this line of thought the continued 
existence of me Anglo-Iranian Oil Com- 
puny's concession is a political necessity of 
the first order. Rather nearer to the 
act ualities of the Supplemental Oil Agree¬ 
ment is the attitude of a group which is 
obsessed with fc irs of a revival or despotic 
Government. It is very widely believed 
that t ne British brought Rhea Shah to power 
and kept hurt there, It is also widely 
believed that the British can produce all 
sorts ol magic changes behind the scenes 
in present-day Persia. Many politicians 
arc critical of the increase in the Shah's 
power granted by the Constituent Assembly 
and by his apparent appetite for more, and 
they fear that he might one day attempt to 
rule like his father. Such people, regarding 


the approval or rejection of the Supple¬ 
mental Oil Agreement as amounting to the 
approval or rejection of the Anglo-Iranian 
Oil Company's concessionary position, 
argue that if they are to vote for the .Supple¬ 
mental Oil Agreement they must have a 
British guarantee that it will not be followed 
by a dictatorship, When told that the 
British have neither the power nor the right 
to do any such thing, they are apt to reply 
that they must therefore reluctantly vote 
against the oil agreement since if the agree¬ 
ment were passed it would consolidate the 
power of the present Shah and probably 
lead in the end to the dictatorship which is 
the thing they most fear. There are other 
Deputies, Senators and politicians who, 
while less concerned with the question of a 
hypothetical royal dictatorship, are anxious, 
usually for interested reasons, to see the 
Raznnira Government fall in the near 
future and feel that should his Government 
succeed in obtaining the very large sums of 
money due on ratification of the oil agree¬ 
ment it may be able to slay in power for a 
long time, 

4. Against this background it is evident 
that only by a consistent campaign of 
enlightenment on [he part of the Persian 
Government could public opinion be 
brought to assess the merits of the agree¬ 
ment to Persia. Unfortunately From the 
signature of the agreement in July 1949 
until very recently successive Persian 
Governments have made no attempt what¬ 
soever to fulfil this duty. The ground has 
therefore been left Free for the demagogues 
of the National Front who have engaged in 
.l campaign of consistent abuse of the agree¬ 
ment and the Anglo-1 rani an Oil Company 
on extreme nationalist lines. Against the 
background described in preceding para¬ 
graphs. their campaign has been successful 
in creating a prejudice against the agree¬ 
ment urtd an impression that any Persian 
politician declaring himself to be in favour 
of the agreement is a traitor to his country. 
The effect of this lias been cumulative and 
has resulted in the present situation in 
which almost no Deputy will take the lead 
in proclaiming the advantages of the agree¬ 
ment to Persia and the Government spokes¬ 
men have been very reluctant to do so. 
There are however elements in both Houses 
which realise that the agreement is a serious 
attempt to provide Persia with the money 
which she desperately needs for economic 
development and the raising of the standard 
of living and. given a lead From the Govern¬ 
ment they are prepared to exert themselves 
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in favour of the agreement. This lead, 
however hesitatingly, has now been given 
by Mr. Razmaru and his new Minister of 
Finance. Mr. Furuhar. who in a recent 
meeting of the Majlis Oil Commission stood 
up to Dr, Musaddiq the leader of the 
National Front with exedlem results on the 
morale of all the Deputies who would like 
the agreement to be passed but are too 
frightened of the National Front to say so. 
It will therefore be seen that the fate of the 
agreement in the Majlis Oil Commission 
Lind m the two Houses depends on the skill 
and determination shown by the Govern¬ 


ment spokesmen, supported lis the\ arc by 
the Shah, and by the readiness ol Deputies 
and Senators to pci mu themselves to con¬ 
sider the facts of the agreement and to be 
guided by reason instead of b> fear and 
prejudice. 

5. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty's Representatives at Washing¬ 
ton and Moscow, and to the head of the 
British Middle Fast Office at Cairo. 

! have. &e, 

1 For His Majesty’s Amba&sattorl 

L. F, L. PYMAN. 


EP 1016/90 No. 37 

CONVERSATION 8EHVEEN HIS MAJESTY'S AMBASSADOR AND 
THE PERSIAN PRIME MINISTER 

Sir F. Shepherd to Mr t Bevin r [Received 7th December) 


(No, Tehran, 

Sir, 4jr/i December, 1950, 

I bad an interview with the Persian Prime 
Minister on 30th November. 

2. After a few- preliminary remarks the 
Prime Minister said that he was quite 
pleased with, the progress his Government 
was making in its programme of stabilising 
and developing the country, T he signature 
ot a commercial agreement with Germany 
had been made four days ago and this 
accounted for an exchange of goods to the 
value of about 90 million tomans, an amount 
similar to that of the Russian Trade Agree¬ 
ment, Agreements were also being made 
with Italy and France for about 30 million 
tomans and other agreements were contem¬ 
plated which would bring the total outlet 
for Persian goods to a value of about 
400 million tomans, which would be a record 
Lind which he thought was the maximum to 
which the country could attain. Exchange 
of goods with Else Germ ms would be 
organised through the five companies which 
had been set up under the Russian agree¬ 
ment As the Germans and the Russians 
both wanted approx iniiUcEy the same type of 
goods, these companies could accordingly 
continue to function even supposing the 
Russian agreement hroke down. As far as 
the Russian agreement was concerned, the 
heads of (he five new companies were 
coming to Tehran to organise the allocation 
of commodities and to discuss prices with 
the Russians, It had been decided that 
special arrangements should be made to 


exchange Persian tobacco and cotton 
against Russian sugar: the values of these 
two groups of commodities would be 
approximately equal. The reason for this 
segregation was that both cotton and 
tobacco were being handled by the Govern¬ 
ment and not by private traders, 

3, The Prime Minister thought that iciuliE 
exchange or commodities would not start 
before the New Year The Russian com¬ 
mission to discus the gold question was due 
in a few days Lind the Persians were not in a 
hurry to start the exchange of commodities 
before the gold commission had si tried its 
work and had shown some progress. These 
tactics were not be ins publicised but the 
Prime Minister mentioned that he had told 
me from the beginning lint he wanted to 
get the gold question settled before li trade 
agreement was put into operation. 

4 He was dso satisfied with the grain 
situation. There were about 300,000 tons 
in reserve and these stocks were being drawn 
upon at a very slow rate at present. 
Although the rain had been rather late he 
did not think that that would have am sub¬ 
stantial effect on crops. 

5. He said that he was also anxious to 
develop the mineral resources of the 
country, particularly in the region between 
Kerman and the Persian Gulf His lim was 
to develop the resources of (he country as 
fur as possible not only with the object of 
increasing exports but also In order to be 
able to limit the amount of imports. 













6 Ai regards o]!. we had what is now 
almost the routine discussion about the 
need of the Government for even more con¬ 
cessions from the company in order to 
satisfy the Majlis. Inc Prime Minister was 
anxious that the work of the Majlis com¬ 
mission should be terminated immediately 
because they conceived themselves entiikd 
to ^o on altering their decisions at every 
meeting. He wanted to close this commis¬ 
sion up entirety and to put the question to 
ihe MajHs itself next week. He dad not 
think that the Supplemental Agreement 
together with the modifications that 
Mr. Northcroft had agreed to would be 
sufficient. He referred to the -Saudi Arabian 
negotiations and said that he understood 
that ihe Aramco had already signed an 
agreement which would give Saudi Arabia 
a royalty rate of over 20i. This news could 
not be kept secret for ever and as soon us 
it was known here the M ij!is would natur¬ 
ally demand at least as much, I pointed 
out that oil was a perfectly ordinary com¬ 
modity which was sold like anything else 
and that the selling price consisted in the 
rovaltv arrangements made between the 
selling country and the buying company. 
The rights of Persia presumably consisted 
in the country's receiving a fair price judged 
on the average rule of royalty agreements in 
i he M iddle East U 11 der t he new agree men t 
Persia would have received more than any 
other Middle East country, in spite of the 
considerable extra expense which the Anglo 
Iranian Oil Company incurred in freight 
charges and canal dues. It was obvious that 
the other countries of the Middle East were 
quite entitled to expect more than Persia 
instead of the other way round. The Prime 
Minister said that he realised this and that 
he had the figures for extra freight and canal 
ehirges, He thought, however, that the 
mi in weakness in his case was the com pa ra¬ 
ti vdv low minimum rate entailed, and he 
suggested that the company should raise this 
figure. He again referred to his previous 
request that the company should supply free 
an amount of oil equivalent to that used by 
the company ilse’l in Persia. He then 
reverted to the question of the financing by 
the company of cement plants and the 
survey of the concession area for the piping 
of gas, His present idea on the latter point 
appeared to be that the company should 
undertake a survey in the first place and 
estimate the costs and advantages. In regard 
to these points t said that it would be best 
if he talked them over with Mr. Northcroft. 


7. He referred to the anti-Gil Company 
feeling which existed and said that this was 
unfortunately an expression of angiophobia, 
which was fostered by underground 
methods by the Russians, by people who 
were paid by the Russians and by people 
who wanted \o secure for themselves an 
easy reputation fur patriotism. I said that 
I appreciated this and regretted it pro¬ 
foundly. The Government, however, 
seemed 10 have taken no steps to counter 
this anti-British propaganda! and were ihem- 
selves averse to the embassy publishing 
anything cxeepl straight news. Surely this 
wax a matter to which the Government must 
pay attention 

fi. As regards his recent differences with 
the Majlis* he said that he had objected to 
the publication by members of the 
National Front who were on the commission 
dealing with the locomotive contracts, of 
extracts from the dossiers submitted to 
them. The Government could not and 
would not show dossiers to parliamentary 
com missions unless they were certain that 
these documents would be treated as confi¬ 
dential. In reply to a question he said that 
he had not threaten d to resign because of 
the unparliamentary language used towards 
himself and his Government in Lhe Majlis 
but had merely said that neither he nor his 
Ministers would attend the Majlis (although 
they continued to attend the Senate) until 
and unless the Majlis observed its own rules 
of procedure l expressed my agreement 
with him over this and said I was surprised 
at the language which was allowed to be 
used in the meetings: 1 thought that a little 
discipline of the nature he had adopted 
might foe beneficial, 

9. The Prime Minister said that he was 
t iking measures to absorb unemployment 
in Tehran and that this would in the main 
take the form of the erection of a housing 
estate lo house about 10.000 people, on 
which he thought that about 7,000 men 
could in the initial stages be employed. 
One of the measures which he was taking to 
prevent the unemployed from coming to 
the town was in the once of bread, which 
w is being made progressively cheaper as the 
distance from Tehran increased. Last 
winter the tendency had been for people to 
come to Tehran because of the cheaper 
price of bread and he hoped that this 
reversal of price conditions would prevent 
a drift to the capital, 

10. He sa id t hat the Ghief of Pol icc r G cne raI 
Daftari, had been pleased with his visit to 
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England and was serine to take certain 
measures to improve the police service in 
Tehran, It was proposed to erect a large 
number of "bus shelters on (he lines of those 
in London in order ro prevent people from 
fighting to get on board. 


1 f I am sendina a coov. of this despatch to 
Rri M ijesty’s Ambassadors at Washington 
and Moscow and to the Head of the British 
Middle East Office at C um. 

1 have, &c. 

F. M. SHEPHERD 


EP 1013 57 No. 3S 

MONTHLY REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 1950 

Sir F, Shepherd to Mr. Serif i. {Received I4ih December) 


(No, 3531 Tehran, 

Sir* IO//i December, 1950, 

With reference to my despatch No, 325 of 
3rd November, I have the honour lo submit 
the following report on events in Persia 
during November 1950* 

f oreign Affairs 

2, j ie Soviet-Persian commercial agree¬ 
ment, in the form ol an annex to the 
agreement of 1940, was signed in Tehran 
on 4th November, the agreement pro¬ 
vides for the exchange of certain 
listed goods between I Oth November, 
195 % and 10th November. 1951. It made 
no mention of the arrangement to which 
the Persian Prime Minister attached name* 
ular imnortance, that the exchanges should 
be canalised through the five companies 
which were being set up on the Persian side: 
Mr. Ru/'inura has* however, stated empha¬ 
tically on several occasions that the Soviet 
representatives had accepted this arrange¬ 
ment orally and that it would be pul into 
effect The exchange of goods is expected 
to begin in mid-December; the Soviet repre¬ 
sentatives on the commission to discuss 
Persia's cold claims should arrive early in 
December. The first meeting of lhe Soviet- 
Persian frontier commission was held on 
10th November at Asturu. The develop¬ 
ment of exports is an important part of the 
present Government's economic policy and 
in pursuance of this policy the Government 
has concluded commercial agreements with 
Western Germany and France and is nego¬ 
tiating one with Italy. The Prime Minister 
has stated that the total exports envisaged 
under these foul agreements should amount 
to sonic 400 million tomans (4,000 million 
rialsl which would be a record and was the 
maximum which he thought the country 
could attain. 

3- The conclusion of the Soviet agreement 
was hailed with every appearance of joy by 
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the two Chambers and by the press despite 
the fear very widely felt that the Soviet 
Government would use its new facilities for 
contact with the population to spread sub¬ 
versive propaganda and undermine the 
Persian State. Much of the satisfaction 
expressed was genuine; the Persians are 
always anxious for any sign which cun be 
interpreted as meaning that the Soviet 
Union does not intend to devour their 
country forthwith and the Soviet approach 
over the commercial agreement, coming at 
the end of a period of tension which had 
lasted since 1946 undoubtedly brought a 
feci mg of relief. 

4. Temporarily reassured as to the inten¬ 
tions of the Soviet Union, the Persians 
inevitably fell that they could afford to give 
vent to their accumulated grievances against 
the Powers to whom they normally look tor 
protection against it. The month was rich 
in opportunities. The Supplemental Oil 
Agreement dealt with in greater detail in 
paragraph 9J was under discussion in the 
Majlis Oil Commission throughout the 
month and inevitably stirred up much 
Nationalist sentiment and a spate of Dress 
criticism against the British in general and 
ihe Anglo-tranian Oil Company in partic¬ 
ular. As part of the National From cam¬ 
paign against the British in connexion with 
the oil agreement, the issue of Bahrain was 
raised in the Majlis and discussed in the 
press. And on the Governments side action 
gratifying lo Nationalist sentiment was 
taken by the suspension of the re-ixans- 
mission from Radio Tehran of Voice 
of America and B B C. broadcasts. This 
was accompanied by much adverse press 
comment on American policy in Persia, 
which wits already under heavy criticism 
tor the alleged inadequacy of American 
financial assistance. 3 he disappointment 
fell by Persian public opinion on this score 
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was voiced by the Shah himself in an inter- 
view with Reuters Tehran correspondent 

5, It may he said that the general effect 
of the events of the month was to bring 
Persia somewhat nearer eg tier normal 
position in international affairs: namely, a 
position in which, while insisting on the 
maintenance of her independence and 
integrity, she seeks to avoid identification 
with the policies of cither of the two blocs 
of Great Powers. 

6 From 17th to 26th November the 
o ” it ration commission dealing with the 
Heimand River dispute was in Tehran. 


Internal Affairs 

7. On 2'lih November the Prime Minister 
tilled the vacant posts of Minister of the 
Interior and Minister of Labour by the 
appointment ol Amanullah A r dal an and 
Amir Asadullnh Alarm The former is an 
experienced politician who gained Ra£- 
iraraT confidence when they worked to¬ 
gether in Luristart many years ago: in 
completing his original Cabinet Mr Ra^- 
nuira tried to concentrate largely on admin¬ 
istrative and technical ability and, however 
desirable from the administrative point of 
view, this has made his path difficult with 
the established Tehran politicians; the 
appointment of Ardakn may perhaps help 
him in dealing with them. The appoint¬ 
ment of Asidullah Alam was desir¬ 
able in itself, since he k one of the few 
genuinely patriotic voting men in Persian 
polities, and also because he is a personal 
fnend of the Shah, and his presence in the 
Cabinet mas help to make the latter less 
suspicions that Razmara or members of his 
Cabinet are acting against him. 

s. Relations between the Lower House 
and Ehe Prime Minister were not good. The 
Majlis was largely occupied in discussing a 
report from its Judicial Affairs Commission 
wnich set aside the Government's draft 
Puree Bill £ paragraph 6 of mv report for 
S"member 19501 and recommended that 
mucc (he original Purge Commission had 
exceeded its powers and behaved illegally, 
iii findings were of no effect, Fhis resolu¬ 
tion, which was repugnant to a considerable 
minority of the Majlis, was finally passed 
and sent to the Senate, In the meanwhile 
Government business in the Majlis remained 
stagnant and the number of Government 
Bails awaiting attention increased- This, 
coupled with the persistent failure of the 
President of the Majlis to present the 
National Front, and other Deputies from 


abusing the Prime Minister and other 
Ministers in the House in unparliamentary 
language, caused the former to inform the 
presidential body that unless the language 
of Denudes could he kept within the bounds 
of decency he and his Government would 
not present themselves at sessions of the 
Majlis. He also complained of the leakage 
of official documents submitted by Govern¬ 
ment Departments, to committees oi (he 
Majlis. At the end of (he month it seemed 
that the quarrel would be patched up and 
that (he Government would in future resume 
attendance at the Majlis. At the time it was 
reported by the press ihiU Mr. Razmara had 
threatened to resign. He has denied that he 
ever said anything of the sort and U is dear 
that he has no intention of willingly relin* 
quishing power. The effect of this episode, 
although leading to the usual Tehran talk 
about possible future Prime Ministers, has 
in fact been rather to strengthen the position 
of the present Prime Minister by putting 
heart into the majority of Deputies who are 
inclined to support the Government; in par¬ 
ticular hints which have been in circulation 
that If the Majlis continued to obstruct the 
government the Shah might exercise his 
power to dissolve it have also had their 
effect. 

9. The main parliamentary activity of 
the month was the continuance of the dis¬ 
cussion of the Supplemental Oil Agreement 
in the Majlis Oil Commission. The agree¬ 
ment was vigorously defended by the new 
Minister of Finance who also published the 
replies which he had sent to various com¬ 
munications of Dr. Mus&ddiq, 1 he Prime 
Minister also addressed the commission at 
some length on the political and economic 
advantages of the agreement. By the end 
of the month the commission felt ready to 
render a report to the Majlis. 1 he National 
Front Deputies made determined efforts to 
pass resolutions that the oil industry be 
nationalised or alternatively that the period 
of validity of the concession be greatly 
reduced list Government supporters 
succeeded in preventing the passage of 
resolutions in this sense anti in the end a 
unanimous resolution was passed on 
25th November in the following terms: 

’ After full and detailed discussions on this 
point the commission decided unanimously 
that the * Sa'id-Gass ’ Supplemental Agree¬ 
ment does not secure the interests of the 
Persian people in the Southern oil. This 
w'as described bv the Persian press as 
rejection of the agreement, although in fact 
in the absence of any communication of the 
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respects in which the agreement was sup¬ 
posed to be deficient the resolution was not 
very injurious. The remaining sessions were 
devoted to further efforts by the National 
Front to secure resolutions in the sense 
desired by them. It was finally agreed by 
a majority vote that the commission should 
pass no other resolutions. At the cud of 
the month the way in which the agreement 
would bv sent to the Majlis was still in 
doubt since the report cohering the resolu¬ 
tion of 25th November remained to be 
drawn up. 

SO A decree of 8th November fixed the 
rate for export exchange by authorising the 
banks to buy and sell exchange to stabilise 
the hitherto "free rale" at 136 50 rials 
1 selling rate; buying rate 04 90j to the 
£ sterling. This is the rate available to 
importers of less essential goods, and now 
that it has been fixed—and at a reasonable 


level importers and exporters should be 
less hesitant. 

1L A mission of three Persian officials 
went to Washington at the end of the month 
for final negotiation and signature of the 
Export-Import Bank Loan. 

12, The Prime Minister attended a 
Workers' Rally in Tehran on 6th November, 
the object of which was to further efforts 
now being made to promote a better 
relationship between the ESKI and non- 
ESKl trade unions. The Premier spoke 
and stressed the need for closer co-operation 
between the various workers’ organisations. 
He also said that employers would have m 
be content with smaller profits in the future 
and be more concerned about improving 
wages and working conditions, 

I have, &c, 

F. M. SHEPHERD. 
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LEADING PERSONALITIES IN PERSIA 


Sir F. Shepherd m Mr, Younger, {Received 6th June) 


Sir, I si June, 1 950* 

<No, 160. torllutentiul) Tehran, 

With reference lo Mr. Law ford's despatch 
No. 319 of 6tli September, 1949, I have 
the honour to transmit to you herewith a 
list of personal hies in Persia, revised to 
1st June. 1950. 

t have, &c, 

F. M. SHEPHERD. 


Lucias tire 

l.viutinji F«iwm1itiw in Persia. I9S0 

I, Atlhaflfk Dr Abha$i tAlam'uLMulkL 
Aditvtts'Salianch (see Sami'i* Husain). 

2- Adi, All mad Husain, 

3. ,\dl. Musttfn rMutisur-us-Salunehl 

4 Afshar. Riia. 

5- Ala. Husain. C.MXj. IAn/arefc). 

6. .Mam, Ataduliah. 

Aliitn-ul-Mu!k Kct Ad ham. D i. Abbes) 

7. Al.ivi, Dr. Hasan. 

Amin-ul-MiilL (sec Marzban* Dr. Eteu’il) 

8. Aniini, Dr. Alt. 

9. Am ir Ahmidi. Atom d, Genera I (Sipahhud >. 

It). Amir At: Vi. SlmimMid-DiJV 

Amir A’z.im (see Azudi, Yadullah). 

Amir Humayun (see llusbihri-Dihdaslut). 
n Amiri. Juvad. 

Amird-Arfo' (see Paknivtro FaihuRnh). 
Aniir-ijang (see Asad. Muhammad Ta<|i) 
Ami r Mikhsmv t\ee Oubadim. Abba*) 

Amir Muvatsaq Ism Makhjivm Muhammad) 
Amii Nizam (see Oan^uztu Husain Quit), 
l: Vmr-Tiijmu* Kjlali. MuV.nnm.nl IN a him. 

| V Atisari, Abdul Husain MwNld, 

Ansiri. Ghukmi -Mi. Brigadier (Sartipl (see 
|94 q Ferstinalitic*, No. 1J>, 

-\ra“i. Asadullah Shauns-uLMulk (see Shamv 
uL-Mutk Aral, AsaduEah). 

14. Afamish. Ahmad 

15. Arjstch, Nadir. 

16. Afdalan* Dr Ali Ouh- 

17. ATdftlaTi. Anmrmll.sh (Hajl 1 zar-TAl'MMm3.]ik h. 

IS. Ardalan. Nasdr Quit. 

]*>. Arfu'. Hasan. Major-General (Sarlashgar). 

As J jitl, Ma&vduhr (sec Hikhtiaii. Minuchihr 
As'tUl), 

20. AVnd. VI iihani mail Taqt (AnuM-iangV 
23. Asadi. Stfetun. 

22. AdiraIt- Gh iiUm JInsLiin, 

23. AViim-Zunganeh, Dr, Abdul Hamid. 

24. Aftidi. YaduHah (Amir A'zini). 

25. Bad it, Mahmud. 

26. ftahar, Muhammad I'aqi ■ Malik-ush-Sliuaral. 
Baha-ut-MiLllk (sec Oaruguzlu, All RiraY 

27. Bahraini. Far&juMah (Dahir-LA'um). 

2ft. Bahraini. Fazlutlah. 
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29. Bskbtiarti). Abu) Oarer Khan. 

30. EJj Minin Hit, Aqa Khan. 

31. Bnkhtiarjit, Jahanshah Samsum, 

32. Bakhu.icti). Minuchihr AsVd, 

33. BakliKamJ. iMurtizu Uuh SamsAfn. 

34. Bakhliar(i). Dr ShahpUr. 

BaaiM-Divan (S*e Ziihidi, I j/lulDhi. 

>5. Baynndur. Gtinlam Husain. Captain 
36, Buyat. Murtita Quti (Satoiuvus-Sultaii).. 

^7 hihhahajii, Mirra Saw id Muhammad 

35. Bushihri-DIhdaghli, Aqa Javad (Amir Hunu- 

yam). 

Dabir'i-AVam ls« Bahru mi, larujuUah). 
Dubir-ul-Mulk (see Kaziim. Mustafji. 

39. D&fhti. Ali. 

4t>. Divanbaigi. Aq,i Kiza Ali. 

41. Fitlirnii, Khalil fPahim-nl-MuSk], 

42. F&rhudi* Dr. Husain, 

Fay man Farnupn ts.ee Firu/, Muhammad 
\ ali Mirz.ii 

43. Famikh, Mihda i Mubnsiin-us-Sahancb) 

44. Fatih, Mahmud 
43. Fatih, Mustafa. 

ratimi Ali Nnqi Misbab i sec Mtshall-FarimS. 
Ali Naqih 

46. Fatimi. Mihdi nniaLl-us-Suliuiwh). 

47, Fanmi. S;ijfpur. 

4«S. Fidakar. Taqi- 

JiU', Eini 7 . Muhammad Husain* MhjmvGeperal 
(SarlA-shwk 

50, Firm. Muhammad V*|i ^tbza (Farmanfar- 

mayart). 

51, Firuz, Mimflir 

52, I unihjf, zVbbas. 

53, FurnhAr* Abu! Qasim. 

34, Funthar. GhuHm Husam 
55. i ih .3 II.in, Amir S*di:tm-uJ-Din I7.uka-ud^ 
DjiukM 

5b, Gfeall :iri. IL^ui Mi rMu^vin-ud-Dauleh), 

57, Ghatti* Qanm. 

5^1. GLihhaytvri. Ahbas Ouli. 
i 1 *. Hai'at, Ali 

60. Hakimi. Ibrahim (Hakim-uLMull) 

6) Hazhir, AbduS Husain 

62. Hidayai Ah.inH.di, MttjOf Gcnersil fSnrlash- 

gJir) 

63, Hiday.it. Izzatullah 

M. Hid ay at. Khusrau B ihman 

65. Hikm«. Ali Ashgar. 

66. Hikmat, Riza tS.! , nd:ir Takhir) 

67. llidimati, Abbas 

HBhmat-udDsjiuleh (tee Yalat*b*r, Abul- 
Fath). 

6S Humavunjah. MuhnnimaJ Ali. 

69. Fluvanhiian, Ardadiis., 

70. Iblibaj. Abul Hiisan. 

7t Ibiitmi, Ghukm Husain. 

72, I Midi am. Dr, Hisamud’Dto 
lrnad-us-SiitCTmeh (3a» Faltmi, Mihdi) 

73. Tmanii, Dr, Httsan 

74, tmami, Jniftfll-ud-Din 

75, jmami. Ni?am t>d Dm. 

76. Tnlijam, AbtlulEah,, 

77. Intiz^m. Nasrulllb. 

B 
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7JS. Iqbal Ali 
74. Iqbal Dr, Mmiuchihr 
SO, Isfamiinri, Asadullih Ywnin lYanirn-uL 
Mamaiikk 

81. Is fond in ri. Fiifctiolljh Nuii. 

%2. Fund Lari, Mu-! Nun (Mut Jllaq-Uv-Sail Mich L 

83. Kkmdari. Abba*. 

84. Iskandari. Ira) 

85. Usaycff. Ramon. 

86. rtibar. Dr Abdul Husain 

87. fttmadL Naur Quli fhtasir-ud-DaufchJ. 
fi/uFMamahk ArdriaO, AmatiuUah), 

88. Jahanbian AnitmulLih, General (Sipshbudj. 

89 . iahanbani Muhammad Musiin, Brigadier 

iSuflip). 

90 Jam, Mahmud <Mu^r-id-Mulh>. 

9|j Jj/jviii, Dr, Sham -u-.FDun 
'i2 , Kufa'i, 

S') Radian, Ma.'ud. 

94. Kiivart. Amir Aaa. 

95. Kambahlish, Abaus^SamijJ. 

‘•.6, Kasbani Cor Kashi}, sa»Ll Abut Qjmbv 

■r7, K i/-.;m. Baqir (Mi»?/‘b-ud-Daule]i). 

98. K ajim i Mtt-iafa (Dabir-ul-MuHt}. 

90 . K’u icti-Nori. Ghulitn All SNisrarcrtusSulian). 
KXL Khujclt*Nuri, Ibrahim 

lul. KhusramranL Alimsil. Major-General iSnr- 
f.LSftpfl 

102 Kidutvar/, Dr Faridim 

10.1 Kupal, Satlsq. mpi-Q nwal (Sartodiyaj).. 

014. Kurus, (sh fFsiul. 

|b) 5 _ Lunkaraai, Shaikh Husain 

, 1:1 IlL- us^Sbuar-j (see Bxhar, Mi:., immad 
Taqiju 

lorn. Mnn«u.‘ 'RajabL AllCB-li. 1Mjmor-ul-MulW. 
Man.Or-us-SaluiTieb ivce Adi, Mustafal. 

M.i: jpj.iJi, Muhammad Sa'ld t5tt Said. 
Muhammad i 

tut M ir/V i Dr. LmVi! FVmirtrafiMulM 

m. Mas* Lid. A It bar iSnrim-uvDaula). 

It))- Mai’udi. Abba*. 

| jn. Muiii-D.ifun. D: Ahmad. 

111. Mis ball *F,Uinn. -Mi Naqi. 

1 12, MishahradiT., D; Mustafa. 

MiMiin-Ltd-Dauleh iMJt Ghuflan, Hasan All?. 

117. Mu.ijrid. MaCuU. 

Miia/jtib-uvFDin ice Ka/ijni, BaqjrF 
Mu;i/?iZ‘ud-Daulch isec Nsbavi luqik 
Mu:lir-ul MulV 'vt-i* Jam. Mahmud) 

MirimukVi/arc!i free AU, Husainf 

114 MuquJJim. Ha.an, Mnjpr-Gcficral (Snrlash’ 
gari 

115- Mutwii. Ahmad. 

Ht- Musuddiq, Dr. Muhammad {Mu$Mdiq*iB* 

SbltanelO 

I 17. Musuivyjidch. Ah Mbar. 

Mu^hirr^ud Daiileh tsec Malta, Hasan J. 

118. Mudisvir* Dr FazlulUi. .. 

MinhlAslui -ifi Dauleh (see hadiq, Sadiq) 

114 MtiTraiidi, Ali. 

Mu' iMm-u>-Siil[aneh Kee 1 arrukli. Mmili). 
Mufavvoq-iis-SaltiftcJi fwc Waodbri. Musa 

Muvttrl!kh-ud DauleH Cmn? Sipihr. Ahmad Ain 
\» N ihi\ 1 Trti I i f M114 J /1 i ‘Uil-Da ulefi). 

131. NifaL Habib 

P'S NatKt. H.i-ari r Musharraf-ud-Da ulebi 

123. Said. , 

NlBir-ud Dauleh (mw riimadl Vivir Quin 

124 Nairn. Abut Qasim 
125. Makhafi. Muharomad- 

Nakhjlvaiu Ahmad, Majoc-Gcnefai (Jarlasb- 
(*ar) (use 1949 persiomdiues. No. *23) 

\2*\ NakhOvin. Muhammad (Amir Muvassaql, 
General fSijuhbikli- 

127. Nusr, Sapid -Mr. 

128. Nasr. Taqi. 

3 29. Nivab, Saifulluh. 


130. NApay, I‘2a7 rAakubah), 

Nizun-QauBiulu r>iM under (jaruuuzlu? 
Nuam-ui Sultaii isx Kh ^n-Niin Gbulam 

131. Nur/jJ, Ghuljm Ri/a. 

132. Pahtivi, Muhammad Ri/a s, ,ui. 

133. Pahliti. Royal Family. 

134. Pahruvan. I .uhullah fAmii'i-ATfa 

135. Ptmazar. Hasan. 

136. purt alJ. Abu I G®.'im 

137. Qatfimt. D:- Husain. 

tAS. Oaracudu. Ali Riza iBaha-uI-Mulk), 

139. Oanifiuzio. Husain Ali 

140, Nseihi Qaragu/lu, Husam Outi f Aiuir Ni/jmj 
141 Oushqa'i. Khuiirau 

142. Oashqa’t. Malik Mansur. 

143. Oa hqa'i. Muhammid Husain. 

144 Oasbcirt''. VlLiha'iintaii Nasir 

145. 0^11dm, Ahm'id <Oavam-u5-S3ll:indll 

14(5 O.IVasm lb 3.1 imV Oas-am-ul-Mulk i 

147. UizUbn^L Akiz 

148. Onhadian. Abbas (Aniu Mafcsus.) 

[49 Ouds CNaklui'i). Ilu^un 

I5u. Radmanish, Dr. Rum. 

L51, Rahnanw, /am ul-Abidtn. 

152. Ra’ts. Muhsin. 

153. KuzsuaiM Hajt Ah, General (Sipabbudl 

154. Ru m, (Is ta 

155. S*qkl, Dr. M iSadui-i-ATaml 

156. Sadiq, Sadi-i cMustadiiir^ud-Dauleli’ 

157. Shdi. Smid MuhftiiHSadr-ul-Ashnifi 
Sir.mi u-Suh-in iscc Batai. Muniz* Oulit. 

PS Sa’id (M-ir.uheln, Muhammad 'Sa*idml- 

Viiareh). 

159, Sa'idi, Muhammad, 

1 din. S'iijadi. Dr. Muhammad. 

161. Salih. Altnhyar, 

162. S:dih D:. Jahamfwb 

I6.V Sami' i Husain (Adib-Ui-Salunth). 

SiiniMfii r.-ve Ltnder HakhliflOl, 

Sanlar FaVhir <vl^ Hikmat. Ri/iii. 
Snrim-ud-Dauldi (wc Mas'ud \kbari. 

164. Say yah. Hamid. 

165. Sayyah. Karim* , 2T , 

Ihf, Slmra’i, Gnu'll. IM 43WM ll iViri-^hy.ark 
Sir,i1iab*ud-D;mkh |scc Sliams-uUMulk Ara'o 
167 S'hahbakhii. Muhammad, Cic9eml fSipahbudl 
16S. Shuhrukh. Rahram. 

Ui-i. Shflms*ubMu1k Ani'i. Anudullah, K,C S O 

(Shlihab-ud-LWclil 
170 Siaw, Dr. All Afchar. 

171. SEpiihtoudi. Amifchirvan- . _ , t 

172 Sipihr, Ahmad Ali (Movamkh^ad-Dnukhl, 

173, Suhailu Ab 

174. Suiuri. Muhammad. 

175 Tuba, Dr. Abdul Husain, 

176 Tabalaha'i, Sayyid Muhammad S*di.q 

177 Tnbmaha’i, Sayyid / i.i-uilDm. 

[78 Tadavnn Saypd Muhammad. 

174 Tahiri. Dr Hadi. 

180. fuquyulch. Say y id Htsuo. 

IK I Tthraiii. Suyyid Jala!-nil-Dsn. 

I«2 Vabwbar. AhuUFath. K.H.l . iHi-bmui-ud- 

Daulehk 

183, Varasleh. Muhammad Ali. 

1K4 Vusuq. G,C B. iViuiUtF-ui'-DauSch), 

Yaminml-MamaUk <m:c IsCandiafl AMOtilbli 

IRS S altan Panuht MurUza. GttMSui (Sipthbud) 

186 Yazdi Df Murtim . 

LM7 Zahidi. FazIuUah. Mai^r-Cnmc-fal (Satlj^h.ar) 
188 /and.Ibrahim 

/antuneh. Dr Abdul Hamid !>•« A mm- 

Zanguuchl 

l Hu Zangaiwh. Dr. Ahmad Ibrahm* 

|90 Z.irin Kafsh. Ali AsgW, 

Zukii-Lid-Diukh fsnc GhaiTau. Amu Sahatn- 

ud-DinJ. 


1 T Adham, Or. Ahha | Vtiru,:»l-Mutki 

Ih'rn in 1882, son id Mir/u /flEii-ul-Abidin Khan 

■ LuqntaiT-u] -Mini jE ik i. is, a native rtf .V7Ljrhai jim. 
Educated in Persia a ad at Paris I'niveniity where lie 
■•■tiidsed medicine. Did pnsi-sraduaie work in France. 

MinOier uf Jitahh under Hazhir in June J948 and 
a^jin unde; Sa'iJ when he ic,hufiled his Cabinet in 
March 1949. Continued in office under Said when 
he shuffled his Cabinet atmn in luiuniy 1950, 
although: Dr 1-arJuid wav at tirtt designated to replace 
him. Not reappointed by Monsur. April I95H 

Vk'a- previously bead <nf the Sdm.d rtf McdKmc in 
Tehran and h sdll Jiea.i of the Rflfi Hisspiia!. He is 
alio i L-ouri phyviuan. Spcikv F rench and Tuifci, 
His d.tiLEjiLcr tv married to Nusratullah MunLavsir of 
the Angkidranian Oil Company 

1. Adi, VSijtmJ Husain 

Bom in l a?’ ir r, 1895. -usn of the |jtc Adl-iiF 
Mulk and younger brothei of Mustafa Ad! rMansur- 
UiuSa lime 111 lifueiitcJ parlly hi France. 

Appointed Minister of Agriculture in Match i '42, 
whidi povi he held until. February 1943, vhrt*tng 
him-Kclf friendly and helpful, He was ihen tried in 
the Olticbk Court on charges of misappf!,ipriaiipft of 
funds but was acquitted Appointed to the Supreme 
Economic Council in April I ■<- I e became Minister 
of Agriculture igain in Novcmbc that year. Again 
Sfiniytc- o r \v. ic u It use under Qa'-unt in June 1947, 
He wiiv nv>: ciutcd void the Scvn-Ys* Plan under 
Dr Njin an j. ; (V |[ hi*- place in chairman of the Pro¬ 
visional Orginisation of the Scvcn-Yemt Plan in 
Junu-jiy 1949, until May 1949 when he wav apjmtnied 
a :uc,ii ! 'c of tin Supreme Council df lid Ha# He 
was successful in the first stcioc of the Senate elections 
in Tthmn. Octote E ^49 

■8pc.il.:, Fftitch uud j lillte English, 


3. 'iilF, Mi'.itpfu iMsuiMir-qt-Salnittrlll 

Burn in Tuhri/- about 1885 Went to ■ gypt when, 
4 utie yourtj!, There he finished his primary educa¬ 
tion mid .dtc.wards went to Paris In Paris he 
graduated from itie Faculty of l aw. Secretary lil the 
Ciimmlale at TiRiv m 1905. At the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs for n short period, and then trans¬ 
ferred in the Ministry of Justice. Appointed a 
member of the ruTvo-Pcrsiau Boundary Commission 
in 1913, From then until 1927 employed 
principal I \ as I’mJcr-Secretary at the Ministry 
of Justice Edc became in that ycur legal 
adviser to li-e Ministry and drifted a number of 
new judicial cade*. A membe* of Ihe Supersis^ry 
Bixitsl of die National Bank from R29 52: in 1953 
Director of I he Legislation Depart rne 0 L of Ills 
Ministr> of Justice and professor in the Law 
Acutciny .it Tehran. 

Appoints,I Tcrsian Minister nt Ilernc in l<H4, 
RccalkJ lo I'oh ran DceCItlbe 1936, P.ilitknl 
Director-General in the Ministry fdr IVoL-iru AtTaiii 
Match 1937, tJudc:-Secretary July 1937. Acting 
Mini-.t-r Mare'h |9'H Minisic -4 Home July 1938 
and also aecreiitc-J to Budapesi September 193B, 

Returned from R -me Eie in 1941 Director <> T the 
Faculty of Law 1941. MinL-ier ivf Eitmrainm in 
5uh:ii1!i\ ( -iFire! March to Anjiusl 1942. He was 
not conspicuous for help to the Allied erase in t -.'42 
He *i.i- however, appvvinjei Minister without Port¬ 
folio in SuhuilTsi, f abipet Jaiiiujiry to March 1944 
and again in Sai'idN Cabinei fr. ijh March t-> August 
1944, When, on I he ircamstniciion rtf the Cabinet, be 
wav dropped. Minister of Justice in Itiyat’s Govern - 
men! nt Novcmbe; l'**44 and agum Minister with¬ 
out. Portfolio in Kidi's Cabiuci o> Jurte FJjy. Dele¬ 
gate to ll.N O. January L46 

Mimvler of fustwe and Llcr Minktar withoul 
Fori folio under Oav*m June to December 1947, 
Minister withoui Portfolio in HokimiN CaNnci 
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Deceitihe: 1947 and again under Hafchir m 1^48, 
In February |949 lie joined 5n'iil\ Cabinet in the 
some copacily anJ y-PL-sunietl direction of the Minivlry 
of Labour in May. Dropped in SuldN -echylTFc of 
January 1950. lie ,vas nominated by the Shah lo be 
a SfiiuiEor fur Tabri/. Februai], 1950. 

A quiet naan without miith personality A good 
bridge pbye . Speak-. French 

4. Afvhar. Kira 

Bora lie Uruntieh (now RualycM uKiut IS8S 
I (lined the Ministry of Finance an a young, man,, aid 
durim- Miraa Kochtk Kbnn'n rdtellion tn Colan acted 
as financial spent to him: and soon after the war 
he got away with certain funds from the Finance 
Office in RtshL With there he bmaghi carpets and 
took litem to America fuf 'rale Served a ho under 
Sir P. Ctw. who pied him well Remitted to Pe:u.i 
in 1921. full of Amcriear uJo;th and educ.iiion 
Joined ihe s:ul of Dr. MilLpugh, the American 
financial adviser, A vtmnch supporter of the 
PuhliiM regime, elected to the 5trt. bib aetd 7th 
Majlis, Opposed Firuat Miraa when the latte,' wa> 
Minister of Finance. Governor d Gilan m 1929. 
While nt that jx>sE he organis'd the Gilan Import 
and ! sport C ompany, which wa- founded in (.apposi¬ 
tion to Russian trade monopoly methodv A i 
result he incufrel the bostifity o Russ.ian hncrests, 
there Gnvernor-Crenemt of Kerman in 1951 Minis 
ler of Roads in Fctsruarv 1932 Rmigncd in lire 
foDowing July, being irnable to build the CTaltis road 
fast enough for the Slush. Governor of Isfahan 
September 1^32 to Decern Ire- l>A3. Wrr- pul under 
survcdlince in Tehran in l ; 35 owing to supposed 
mdficiency (perhaps, oomplieityl in GCpnffitioh with 
the tJakhtiari plots in M.U! Scntenee.l to sis 
months* imprisonment and permanent estUidni r rwn 
Government service in Jww 1‘H6 fir aoeepti i - a 
bribe when Minislcr *4 Rood-- 

Gnvcmor-Gencnil of Ufa ham May- June t^44 until 
Supreme Couri o' Appeal iteeULJ he wu% meligible 
for office on the grounds rtf the v mtnce passed on 
him in I9?b Secretary i.n the ! anion Aim.u.. 
December 1*44, Deputy frtf Rialych in Iftb Ma jfis. 

Spcik'. Engliib (luenlly Full o r ' kletrs and energy. 
Very nationalistic. 

5 + Ab Hrtvilu, (Mu'ia-ul-^ bareh) 

Born liboii; lbb4. Son the hue Prince -SU-uv 
Sakwidt. for many years Peru an Minister m London. 
Filuc tied at West min sicr School where •; rer r. to 
have received rough treatment, which tcsultcJ in a 
strong anti-British bias at any rale for the nest few 
years Created C M 0 in 1^'?. wi-en He jcv’m 
pa-rticJ his, father on a neciiil ifl-c-.o , to London 
for the Coronaticm of the hie Kia. 1 I ilwird VI! 
Appointed "chief de Cabinet" ju fire Ministry tn: 
Foreign AJTaus in I90h. his late faiher being I'hcn 
Mbtivce; for Foreign Affairs. !k remained n* " chef 
Jr Cabin-.-: ” to variou--. MinistersuciK.il l ,|J I * Appirinteff 
Minister of |'uW,e Wprir* in January l'T8 , nJ con¬ 
tinued to Jlreot that Ministry during the Cabinet 
presided over hv Samsamu^-Saltuneh. which w j? in 

prtWO' llflri ailv LO Atreust l^th 1‘fl' 4 C , ‘ ,, M ,1 

BbrogAfifd Nre Trail r^'l urkmanehai 

Vfter acc-impanylne the alxirlivc Persian mission 
to the Piitis Peace Conference in 1918, lie h-scame 
minister at Madrid (I9|4i and then >i VVashiogtoci 
(1U2H1 Returning t 1 Persia in 1925 bo aliernated 
office at home witli headship of rtiissions abroad, 
hem4 minister at Paris 1929 lo 1933 and at London 
1934 to |93f, PrcMdem or the Natiocal Bank in 
1941 and Minister of Court 1942 

Appointed ambassador to Washirglrtn in August 
1945 when stall! of Persian Leva lien there «a racseii 
in that of an embassy. Was ven active in giving 
publicity in the l iiiiril Sure to ik- Persian ose 
over ltie Aivrb.iijan problem and showed ability 

b 2 
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prc rent tire Pc.'ruS case m me Security Council m 
Md rch u iid Apr i i 1446, 

Appointed Munster for Foreign Aflnirh by Sabd 
ra Eebruary l L i5o and continued under Mamur, 
April I'lSU and U'luiiid to Pc . via al Lhc end of 
May 1950, He wj 5 successful in the fir-it stage of 
the Senile elections in febran, October 1949. 

Married Iran men Knamim, die only daughter of 
(tie I Me Abul Qibim Kimn Qaraguztu iNiwi^wl- 
Muikk Refill of Pe.--.iLi. in July t^27. Mtik. Al* 
was one of the first of her gcnc.atiHn 10 leave kill the 
rail. 

A (raid Wot kef and a -launch patriot, intelligent 
a Ltd well-read; interested in the fueruluTC iff many 
tiounlno* end quite a gov I Has a perfect 

command of English and sprats French He h 
a sensitive Persian National; :,t who risalisei the failing 
of his fellow-countrymen ; however, while Minister 
of Court wu* apt to overrate live virtue; of the Shah, 

6. Alum. .Vsadulkih 

fu .:n c, 192W, Soo of the late Stiauket-uLMuIk. 
who w hereditary Khan of Birjjand and the 
Qai nit. he has inherited much i>i mls fathers tnUtr- 
encc over the Baluchi tribes "i l ast Persia. In 1 L H7 
appointed Governor-General of Persian Baluchistan 
in which post he showed commendable energy and 
efficiency. Deputy for Birjand in the Confluent 
Assembly April 144 s ? Left Baluchistan in become 
Minister'of the Interior under Said. January 1950. 
In the Cabinet reshulftc nf February lie wjv trans¬ 
ferred to (he Mtnis.tr\ of Agriculture, Continued in 
thri p.ast unde. Mansur, April 1950', 

Fnejully. intelligent ami helpful Mamed to a 
daughter of Qnvarti-ul-Mulk Speaks S’od English 
and French, 

7. Alai-i, Or. Hasan 

Bora 1910 in Shiraz Studied mabcinc in Bombay 
an.i London where he held post of op h I haJ true s u rgeem 
at St Thomases Hospital and at other English 
hospitals 5 k- was recjIloJ lo Persia In Ri/.i Shah 
in and appointed Court Physician and con¬ 

sulting sjwtalist to the Persian nntiy, in March 1947 
he was promoted lo brigadier (Honorary). 

Hard-working anil staunch patriot; intelligent and 
well-read with a perfect command iff English. A 
sensitive Pcisian Nation riot who deprecates die 
failings, especially pecttlation, of his countrymen. A 
great admire of British Institution's, he helped to 
found the United King.lom 3 •nivcrraires' Society of 
the Angla-Persiin IitstituEc. Has considerable private 
practice and is commonly acknowledged to he the 
best ophthalmic suigeon. in Persian. 

A friend of she Shall, it was no his insistence, he 
*.!\, iliai lie stood for Huffliirc for which he was 
elected lo the Constituent Assembly April 1449. 
Deputy for Hu shire in J6(h Majlis. Prominent in 
the affairs of the “Iran " group m this Majlis. He 
is ,t staunch supporter of Sayyid-ud-Din. 

VL A in ini. Do All 

P iw i r i h mo of Miabsin A mini • Amin-utt-Dauleh) 
Bom at Tehran in 190? Educated in Persia and m 
France Studied law at Pari-. Married one of the 
daughters of Hivaii Vusuq tYuttiq-od-Daujeh) 
Served for some years in the Customs Admmistra- 
tion. appointed acting head of Customs about May 
1456 a ; .J (J9j9) bend thereof until the autumn, when 
Geneva! Amir Khusruvi had him transferred lo the 
Ministry of Finance as one of the Ministers 

assistants 

Sevretan to Qavunvus-Salta neb when Prime 
Minister in 1442. Appointed as head of a commer¬ 
cial mission lo Washington hv ihe latter, hut did not 
proceed, 


Wav scut hv Ihe Persian Government to Irwlia iri 
IV45 to study the possibilities lor developing trade 
between India and Persia and to examine Ihe foreign 
exchange control question. Cimirman nf die boaai 
of directors of Use Industrial Bank November 144b. 
Member of Democrat Party of Iran, Elected to I5lh 
Majlis for Tehran. Pres idem of Ekvhangc Control 
Commission in 1949, Successful in first f.w<re Senate 
election,- in retard n. October 1449, Minister of 
National Economy unde? Mansur. April 1950, 

Speaks French and is intelligent. .Accused by his 
cnemios of various kimlh of peculation and sfiarp 
practice Agreeable and uku.iIIj helpful. 

9. Amir \ huiudL Abmadk General t.Sip»|it>(ull 

Born in Tehran about 1SS0. Cmne:> from ;m 
Ardibil family, bis forbears having emigrated from 
the CauL-jsiiv Enlisted in the Cttssiick Brigade in 
1S44 and reccivcd. speedy promotion; he was Mxni 
CommUskmcd. and wa. a general in 1920. FY-ok a 
prominent part in npeiauoiis against ilic JangaJU in 
1919 liVhun the iLTiity wjis reorganised m 1^22 he 
was gwen llie rank of Amir Lash gar (chief of a 
division! and held successively commands in Wtst. 
North-west (with Amniebl and South-west Persia 
where he did good work in disarming the Ifibtis up lo 
193$. Promoted Sj pah hud in \pul 1424, Dircclcn 
Of Reniounia 1935. 

Minister of War >n Furughi 1 . Cabifles. which 
negotiated the Tripartite Treaty in 1942, Military 
Governor of Tehan in Dcccfflbci l : '42. when he 
quickly put a slop to rioting and kxiting: ami then 
Minister of War under Qavjm-us-Sa[ranch and 
Sutiftili. Resigned Dceembc: 1443 ss iLosi buhaili re¬ 
formed Ids. Cabinet and at the Siiuh's instance 
appointed /.aiid. a civilian, us Minister of War 
Minister of War in OavunT-s Cabinet February 194(5. 
Resigned July J947, Appointed Minisicr of the 
Interior in Hakimi's Cabinet March 394S and 
Minister of War under Hazhir June 194&, and again 
under S-r'kl November T J 4b, kk'cat to ihc United 
Kingdom for mL'dsc.tl ucitiiciu September 1949, 
returning [December 1944, Dropped from Ministry 
of War Jarman 1950 and nnntinated a Senator for 
Tehran February 1950. 

Hb accumulateJ wealth ;imj large properties appear 
tL> have satisfied his desires, so that he suenis lo have 
got iivcr his youthful incUnitiuri towards rubbery 
He is strongly opposed to General R uniam During 
his periods of Cabinet office was very friendly to us 
Speak v Russian 

10, Amir \U'i. shanss-ml-Din 

Born alwut IS9ft, Senior official in the Minis!ry of 
Agriculture until his appoint men t as Actiuu. Minister 
urtder Q a vam-us Saltir>eh February L 945 Appoidied 
Minister tinder Oavam-us-Saltjtnch in Auyu--i and 
ul- ii,ii in October T946. Dropped when the Cabinet 
u"as re-formed in June 1947 Successful in lirst stage 
of Sett.itc election', in Tehran, October 1449, in which 
month he also look ** hast " wnh Dr, MusaJdiq in the 
Royal Palace ns a protest against the conduct of fbc 
L6lii Majlis ckvtions. t>uiei. ineffective little man 
with no great administrative capabilities, but svill 
always do what he is tulJ 

]]. VmirL Javnd 

Born in Tehran 1 ^ 95 , from a Slntmin finally 
Educate,1 in Persia inJ France. Sneaks French, and 
ha4 studied law in Paris. Entered the service of 
the Mmistrv of Justice in J9M. and was for many 
vearsassistant to the French jULlieinl adviser mtuebed 
to the Ministry of Justice. Wav a professor in the 
law school. In, 142K appcpinted president of the 
Tribunal of Comment. President of ihc court of 
first instance in Tehran |4$3 14. Director of the 
Department of Legislation in the Ministry of iiatice 


in 1934 Went ki Bagdad with Fathulhth Nun 
Jsiandinri in Lktcenbcr 1935 as legal and technical 
advise,- in the abortive negotiations aboul ihe 
frontier, &c„ with Iraq Juridical Counsellor in 
charge of the Advisory Department of tin; MiniMiy 
for Foreig., AJTuiri 193S. Administnitive Director- 
General August J93V and I ‘ndcr-Secretary January 
3939 in that Ministry. 

hi charge of ihe Ministry for Foreign Affairs at 
the time nf the invasion J94I Minister of the 
Interior in SiifniliV Cabinet 1943, and later Minister 
of Justice; in ihe former post he was a di.sappoim- 
nient, in the Jailer he was more n home but wa- 
soon replaced. Fleeted to the 14th Majliv frorn 
Siranaai, December 1943. Re-elected to 15th Majlis 
1947. Deputy lor bimman m Constituent Assembly 
April 1449. Successful in the lira! stage of the Senate 
election-, in Sinimau. uutumn 1449. IX'puiy for 
Simmaii in lblit Majlis- 

Accompanied Oavarn-uS’Suliimeb on hk mission 
to Moscow 111 February |94c>. 

A man of con$kterab|e influence mid impsirt-ance 
m his capacity as technical adviser on kgu,Jatien. 
Having been trained by the French legal advisers 
here, his ideas of law ;mc somewhat differ oil front 
iho« held by British lawyers. 

ConscNntious and hard-working, with a lawyer'-, 
capacity for rapid assiiiiilniion of detail. Amiable 
hut weak 


12. VmLr 't aljjiur Kaluti. Muhiimmail Ibmhln 

Bcirn about t S iJ5. Member of a well-known 
Khurasan tribe. Educated in Tehran, Elected to 
the Mail is fr the time of Rva Shah, and again 
for Meshed in the 14th Majlis elections l i; 4 : - where he 
headed the poll Vjoe-President of fhe Majlis 1944, 

A nch landowner who smokes opium. Wa-- on 
Foundation Oanunittec of Irano-Soviet Cultural Rcla- 
linns S'.teit'is March 1944 
In 1945 be -bt^wed an inclination to turn to the 
Embays for support against Russian pressure 

Arnes IclI August l'J-46 under Military Law 
Ordinance. Released after a short detention. Elected 
Dcputv for Meshed tn I 5ih Majhs i'147, Repre-enled 
Me died in Constituent Assembly April 1949. L'rv- 
succiassful candidate in 1 ■Ath Majlis elections .11 

Meshed. , . r .. 1 ■ -. 

A talkative dcniajfOGUc. r * >lui ■ l| working lumselt 
into passionate mdigiUttiOti a bom ■subjects which 
he does ncni understand, For iodunec, he oppwwed 
the Tripartite Treaty and caused the Furughi Cabinet 
\y great deal of trouble. Bui he is amenable to argu¬ 
ment. and, though vain, is not entirely without good 
ideis. 


13. \nsjiri, Abdul llussdll Mrtv'ud 

the eldest son of the Inc Ah Oub Ansm 
(M usha s ir-u I- M a mul i k). fk^rn 1899, Educated al 
Tehran .rad in Europe. Joined the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in 1920. Served for 3 number of 
years’in the Persian Embassy in Moscow as sccrc- 
tiiry, atid his rapid promotion is largely due to JiB 
faclieris influence Counsellor at Mn*e"W sn 192? 
and held [hat pr^l till he was transferred to Tehran 
in 1931. Head "l the Economic# Sect ion of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs in September 1933 
W r cni to Germany ua a ntentber iff the Persian 
Economic Mi,dew to Ocntumy in July 1935. Head of 
the Third Polilicat Section (dealing w ith Britishaffairs I 

1936. Head of the Protocol Dcnartmerti November 

1937. Coriuut’general, Delhi. May 19j£h Minister 
to Sweden l9ji. Returned to Tehran in 3944 anj 
was appointed head of the Tripartite Pact Depart¬ 
ment in the Mini-sirs for Foreign Affair Vicc-ptcsi 
dent of Russo- Persian Cultural Relations Society 
Mireb 1943, Appointed Governor-General of Gilan 
November 1945. Transferred to Isfahan October 


1947. While Governor-General of Isfahan wj> 
markedly friendly to His Majesty'* Consul and lo die 
British Council ihcrc. He was always ready to fur¬ 
nish information U> Hu, Majesty's Consu! and did not 
pretend is favour the H " balanced ” foreign policy 
rrir-d-i’M Russia and the West. Nnl .1 strong 
Governor-Genera], lie made no secret of his wish to 
get back to diploma lie life, Hri smooth ra.ujner and 
lack of inlerc#! in local politics uliertaffcl stune a * the 
people among whom he worked 

Appointed Anibussador al Kabul. March l ‘-19, 

Married a Russian m Mo<ow; the lady was sus¬ 
pected of being a spy; -She died in Rcilin in I93fi 
leaving one child, a boy. Married u Persian in I9?7. 

Speaks excellent Russian *md French. German md 
fair English, 

14. AiutiA, Vhmail 

Born abtmi 1902. Has ltdd various Ciovemmem 
posts. June 1944 was in charge of alt Accounts 
Depart 1 ueiiLs in l he Mi nisi n- iff Finance factories. 
Acting Minister iff Commerce und InJusUy June 
1946 resigned .Scpicml'er L^h. Set up the I-lSvi^ut 
I nspection administration in Khu/b.tan in June 3 946 
and became Secretary-Genera! n> ff c De:noerat 
Party of Iran July 1W. Pathanrenlflry Lndcr- 
Secretary to the Prime Minister Octabe- 1946 when 
Ire resigned his secretaryship of the Democrat l'any 
nf [ran Gnder-Scvrotary of State to ihe Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry laic October 1946. 
Minister of Labour and propaganda December 1946. 
Whilst Minister of Labour and Propaganda was 
strong]v opposed b; nuns of his C.ibiiici colleague 
because of his cftorLs to collect party funds by 
irreyuLif niffltii'- wliich ho w.i-v suspoctcd of turning 
to his own advantage His Ministry 1 ^ programme of 
siKiai reform w:is jbtv p^trempU uisp^pulaT with cer¬ 
tain Right-wing members of his party 

Omitted when Qavint re-fanned his Crtbmei in 
June ( 947 , Sueccvsftil in 1st st^c Senate ejections in 
Tehran. October 1949 

Affable and em-reeue hut unreliable, immature 
and lacking political sense Speaks fair English and 
French, 

15. AriLSIeh. Nadir 

Rom about IS93, son of u Uajar prince. Governor 
nf Puhliivi m 192K. Deputy-Governor of Axerbuijan 
in 1930-32. Governor iff Khu/isUn M:u i ,f 32- 
August 1933. Hav also served in the Persian 
Legation in London, Appointed niiniinei to I Viand 
December 1933, Appointed first Fenian Minister 
to the Argentine Republic August 1935; presented, 
Ms letters in October )935- RocaHed lo Tcnran 
Ociobcr I'i3h; the post Seeing abolished. In charge 
of the triinsulai Dcp irtmcnl nf the Ministry for 
Foreiitn Affairs for a short white in Ib37, ^1 mister 
Al Berlin August 3 *37, Accredited abf (o The 
Hague in 1939, RecuSled from Be rim May 19-30. 
Governor-General of Majimderati January 1942 
and «ff Ciihtn Jjinuary 1943 Minister of Posts and 
Telegraphs November 1944 in BaMil’s Government 
and for Cnmniumcatunns under Htkimi in May 194? 
and then in Sadrri Cabinet June to November JW5. 
AppointHl Governor-General Kfahno. May 1946. 
withdrawn October 1946 

Minister of Fitsi> and Fekgmphs under Ha/nir 
June 194S. rttefoed the portfolio Under Sa'id Novem¬ 
ber 194b but e*ch*inge.1 it for that iff Ronds, in 

March 1949, . , 

Appointed ambassador ut Moscow April i94 L » and 
proceeded to Moscow in June. 

Of unimpressive appearance, but rricncriy and 
intelligent. Speaks French, English and Ruv.m 11 

16. Arffubui. Dr. All GuU 

Bom about 1900; brother of Amu nnl bh Ardaiaii. 
Served nwsllv under the Mimstry for Foreign Affairs 
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in various posts from 1922. Secretary *1 Wtohington 
1932 whew hi: hurt a dispute with Ghaflat Jalw, the 
Minister. Counsellor ai Vichy after the eolfeipse of 
France in ! >40 Relumed to Tehran 1942 to 
in eh:irpc Of the English Section of ihc Ministry rof 
Foreign -\ifair- for more than a year, fulfilling hi* 
duties with efficiency. Counsellor at Angora E943 
LUidcf-Secretary for Ministry for Foteiun Allans in 
December 1*548. Acting Mlnrtlc: flu Foreign Affair* 
on appointment of Ab February 1.150. 

Sppikss English. Very helpful lo n> :il the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs 

17 . Ardukm.. ^uurm'ii.rii iHwji Iii-wl ■ MnuialikJ 

Horn about 188*. 1km of Hajt Fakhr-ul-MuJk 
of Kurdistan. Educated at lehian, 1 levied a 
Daniiiy 111 I he 2 ml Majlis chroufih the influence 
of'his father* when rite latte- was Governor of 

"itahislan. Served first in the Ministry of ruiance. 
An *ctin? member of the Democratic Fatty and 
d&rlcJ u the 3rd Majliv from K«mamhah A 
pro-Gernian during the war of 19(4-13. he U - ^ 
FVro.i for Turk* at that time. After 'lie war he 
became financial agent for Kerman through Frying 
.\kb.tr Mi .i. the Minute of ! umei and nr ! - a 
good thing of That post, Financial ageat for Kir* 
"jijsi 2 ' A membc’ of she 5ch Majlis A close 
friend of So tiii man Mir/a arid the Socialists. Min Me 
of public Worts in Sanli 5ip;ihN Cabinet of 
October 1123 Resigned April HM. -Vgam cm- 
nffived under the Ministry of Finance in Kerman ant! 
Par. GmcfflornF Aitsrabjd l lf 3S: of l i.iri:4an*&c.. 
in 1132. Of Gilan m HE amt again of Lurisian rn 
j9.U. of Biuhire and the Gull Port* 1935: and 
Ci -• vernur-Gene■ 1 1 of K-crmin in May I 93f> R«altad 

in August 1957. „ , . 

Gos-err.or-Oftwml of Azerbaijan (West) al Lhc 
lime of the invasion 3 ‘>41: lieJ precipitately to Tehran 
when the Russians advanced, fearing that revenge 
would he taken on him for various anb-Rt^san 
mei-ures which I e had (wen ordered to take. I rum 
n i recto r- Gent r-1 of Ministry of H nance and 
Go-.ernor of l-'als=.*« in 1*«. Mmirtt, of Pubhc 
Health m Suh’di’s Cabmen nf February 194a. 
Mirt;.-.ter of Finance in SubtilT* revised Cabinet or 
Di-i. -nihor 114 1 Muiistv-J T Commerce ind Industry 
ix, Sa'id’s Cabinet M.ireh 1944, but dropped in 
\nguv 1 1 n 4-t Returned to Cabinet under Baym irt 
November 1944. refi ned April 1 L >45. Minister or 
1 notice m Hakims Cabinet \ member UM5 to Janu- 
iir % 1946 Appointed Minister of Road- and Com¬ 
munications in Hakimi'* Cabinet March I'M* 
Governor-General- Pars. June JMft Appomtcd 
Minister of Finance in H whir's Cabinet of June i"*? 
!.,, <lcvlined to teas* Pars. Depnly For ^mndaj 
iKurdistanl in Constituent vsemMv April 1949 and 
successful in first stage Senile Mcclton* there in 

Plus been vrrv helpful to «* since l l+ 4! Speak’, 
some FueUsh Appointed Minister of the Interior 
in (he resluirTtc of ManvurV Cabinet at ihu en.i o, 
April 1950 

Ilk Ardalan. N*dr Q«b 

Ihvrn in Tehran life Th.nl son of the hoc Hajt 
Fikr-ul-Mulk. who was a court official, ins mother 
a. the daughter of t^/ud-D i uleih ami grand' 
daughter of Mi lit am mad Shah Educated at Tehran 
and in Belgium Spent a year in London tcanudf 
Fnelish, Relumed In Persia 1915 and entered the 
v;;Uv of the Ministry of ihc rnterior. where he 
served for fifteen year* Served nt Governor (rf 
Dan^eh in MaawdlflU^ of Firuzkuh, ind m 
Khuzistan a-. Acting Governor Then was Governor 
nf Saii Acting Governor of Mazandlian and 
Governor of Sim nan. Governor of Muhammernh 
iKhurmn^MiA in 1925* and Governor of Abadin m 
113ft |-.riiph'ivcd in die Nationai Rank since 19* I 


Ejected Deputy for Sinnch in the 14tli Majtis 
elections t .f Doieinber 1943. E>cputs for Satiandaj 
in E 5tb and 16th Majlis. Inleiligcni and capable 

|9. Ariu\ H ™ Msj»CtHid i vurlnsii^ar) 

Born tibovi im the eldest von of die laic Prince 
Kiza Arfa {Arfa-ud-Dmafch>. Educated sn Russia 
and France: hU mother, now mentally deranged, 
being j Caucasian. Joined the Ministry foi Foreign 
Attairs in 1907 av secretary to tire Persian Consulate 
ut fiflis. Setrmacy at the Pc:si.:nit Lection :ii St. 
Petersbure. in llkft. Joined the gendarmerie in P J I1. 
jiiil hll^ been in the army since then* Commanded 
ihc crack c'lvalry “ Pifalavi " Regimeal in 193J Has 
served a* niiljiury altachd in London for j sliort 
lime, ami has been a prominent officer in the new 
army, Accompanied the Shah on his State visit to 
Turkey in E934 In l iJ . ;f it the General Sialf, m 
charge of a training school. Persian delegate to the 
Zahidan Conference in 1935. where* m doubt under 
^irict orders, he [nojj an extremely nationalistic and 
anti-British standpoint 

Offictalb attended Aiuiutk* funeral In ' 
Promoted 'brigati ier-gencra t April 1 939 ■ Inspcclor of 
Cavalry 1942. Comma ntiing the I si Division G43* 
Appointed Chief of the General Stud December 
I ij-55. Worked hUTit in resist " T udeh " activities -md 
jTfld Mime success in orgatu-ing te,i:,;*i::ce tu the 
Azerbaijan Democrals and their independent Govern- 
rncni in rabrizL In. coosequener be incurred en-rtmv 
trf the pro-Russian ^rnup* ami when Qavum took 
,.Huv in Feb run ry 1946 with the in-k of rcuorrve i md 
rdatbfts with Russia. Arfn wiv- at nnee relieved of 
hi* post Arrested April 046 by order of Oavam-us; 
Saluueh- Released Qciolv |,,j 6. In 1-47 s.irtv >■ 
A*ia Society" aiming, at co-operation between 

Middle Fas'States 

Speaks French. Englwb. Turkish and Russian He 
]s rtarrfed in an Englishworaan. .-r. Uewickc. Irudli- 
; cut ami oiuvpokeu but at lime, rather a (uebraml. 
He hav been most ca pful to avoid the limelight since 
his release. 

20. Wad, Muhammad Taql (Aiali-i*Jaii*l 

Bom about F>Nv son of Ihc laic Gaidar A* ad : 
Bflkhtiari Khan imptisoned wuh other Uibal 
leaders under Riza Shah, released in September 1V4L 
Own- properties near Dizfut fi'om where lie waz 
electe*! Dcnuts for the 14th Majliv Was from the 
beeinning one of the most loyal supporter* of Siyyid 
Zai Successful in ihe firsL *Uiye Senate ckamn* *it 
BikbaJmn. autumn I 549. l-lxtremdy rriendh to the 
Britidi Hones*, ptriotic mid much opposed to ine 
vpresd of Soviet influence. 

21. Saimaa .. .. * . 

fisc eldest mui of the lain Miuiummit! Vah AmJi. 
rmdawalh o + the ihriiw at Mcihcd. wdio was dint 
f nr treuson m I93S* Born about 1196. ,duc:u*l 
al the Am ican Colley. U'#wi M»Pl 4 sew year, 
afci ji Camlirnigc afld it London:, vp.jkv biialish. 
Owing to In* father’s influence ejected to the Majlis 
ss member for Sislun for the seventh and eighth 

^Served for u >hcm time in the New* Section of 

the Ministry fw Fmcign ,£ r j 

In charce of the Department of Propaganda 1941 
co March E942. Under-Scctcmry at lire Mmivlry 
of Food 1942 and worked hard to ensure the tixhI 
fttcphi of Tehran with Mr Sfecridwi in tto 
wink of 1942 43 Under-See reia ty «f State. 
Mousi.v of Finance und head of the Rure Monojwalj 
April 1944 Mender of Fcononut bctliap o. 
OTramk Mission to Mrocow 
Appointed chairman of the InduxtfM fi-^nkfKkbcr 
jiV Minister of Labour June to September 1 >47 
Elected to 15th Majjls for Meshed. 
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PbcuktnL* wei| lead jml inheUigeiil, but m 
intriguer and rattier 1 m>. H»v n*Oc lbikhI ideas hut 
i* indiscreet and given lo mis iGiemrau and flaucry- 
Ai one time he v-ptrtd to ulA as an intermedi.ky 
bctWL’.jn the Shah md 04vjm* but since Quvitm left 
Ihc counti ■ Ai i r jc end of i^st he ha Iveu unahle u* 
eonecil the 'act ciul he i* w.i king fen (Javanik 
relurri to power. 

His ntfe. who i* a sister of Dr. Tabd fr/.v.j. Went 
to Europe in I !J 4‘ 3 to study dressinaking and on 
return lo Tehran ciinfrEithcJ a nourishing sehiniJ of 
drcsNiniiking 

11 , A - hratii Ghubiiij Husain 
Related to Aii Submit. 

Aftcf iNting Dirccifx-General Minisuy of (,’oni- 
ms.rci and Indti try he became L tvder-Sccreiarv in 
Slate in Piiru Miniiter\ office. A member of the 
Nutirmd Supervisory l^xird, 1945, Appointed 
Govenwr-Gcncra!* Khuranin, and Deputy Guardian 
o? ill-; Shridu ai MlsM ill July 1946; was recall,U 
when tlic two post* were Ntparaled m April I94S. 
Mini,ter ol Natianal Economy under Hazhir in 
S;pL --iHj 1948. and apin tinder Sa L id in November 
I94JE. Dupped. Jjmtgfy 195" 

Speak* good French. Amiable hut weak . not 
averse to using Jus official putsiliem for private gain. 


13. AVnm'/aniiauL-h, Dr. Ahdu< Hamid 

Bom jt Kcrman*h:th about I8"39. of a weLFknowu 
family 1 1 ■• hair-brother being Amir-j-Kuil Edu¬ 
cated at Tehran in the Law School and ihe Political 
School* Went to Parb E929 and obtained a 
docloratc sn law *md economic*, his thesh being on 
oil; his also K%ra m England* 1935 returned to 
Persia and w.is employed irt the Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion. professor in the Law School Also -t pleader 
in the Court* mostly in mortgage-bank 1>Lisine*s and 
m a grit; uiitif.il cases. Co-editor with Dr Suratgar 
ol the newspaper Irwt Sonin ino loogcr appearing5. 
Depuiy for the 14th Majlis fm Kermansfiah when he 
seemed lO regird himself s cLcu-d by the personal 
order of the Shalt. 

Parjiamentiry Limiftr-Secretaiy to Haktmi (Jcccm- 
be- l ,J, 47. Miriistc o r Educiinm December ! 94>t 
March 1950 Dean nf the Faculty of Law. Tehran 
University. A member of the Central CpTOmittoe of 
the SpcUi fist Partv h>undc*l lav Sartlnr Fakhir Hikmat 
in July 1949. 

vi iEtv of the difficulties uccoiintcrcd by the British 
Council in the winter of 1949-50 appear to base 
been caused by him. partly at the iosiance of tbc 
Muslim clcrey 


24. Ariidls 1 heIuI^Ii (AmEr A Vim) 

Born in Tehran about IS^ri, Hie son nf die hue 
Nusr,nullah Mina, nnd a m mdwni of Vajihultoh 
Mirza Si pahs.tlar who was the grambem of l r atb 
\Ei Shah, inherited l irgc estates from his father, 
all of which were situated in the neiglibouThond 
of Damghan and Shnihruii. Educated in Persia; 
has spent some years irt Europe Married first a 
dauchlcf nf Hftwin t'irnia ( Mfiair-usi-Daulch), wfio 
stied a Few vest's lati-r ii*- (hi-n rmin i cd a dauphtcr 
«f Vus.tii|-ud-Datileh (Hasan Vusuqi 

Fniered Ihc Ministry for Forcicn AJTairs in 1920, 
Firsi *ecrctir> of tile Persian Le.e ition at Berlin 
in 192S, and for some rime w.k Charge d T Affaire* 
there. Chef de Personnel at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affaire 1929-30, CoutiMrllor at Waihington 1931* 
anti acted Charge J‘Affaires cliere. Minister at 
Warsaw m March 1933; but recalled to Tehran n* 
ihc result nf some scandal daring from his VVa.sliinp- 
lon d,iy* the following December. Chief iff the 
Passport Section or ihc Minisiry for Foreign Affairs 
Vngiivt 19.45. Administrative Director-General oE 


Lhc Ministry March 1937 iimil November 1937. 
Minister of Roads under Qavam-us-SflJusneh 1^42, 
*uid did well in thul pi?st- Resigned early in 1943 
partly owing to aceiisaluws of oepotism; appointed 
Minister tu Brazil, .md privscJcd thither July L943. 
Replaced M.irth 194 

Speaks French and Germ in. and u u.ilLy .c:;- 
Irelpftd and Foithcoming, 

25, HudU-tMahmwl 

Younger broihci of the late Abuui Wuhiia" Badir. 
Bonn in 1843, Fducaled in ungj.utU iHarrovi and 
Coinbridfci, Has been in the service cl the Ministry 
of Finance since 19 1 0 AsSisunl to ihc Accountant- 
General ;tl like MHtBtry or I inancc tor a number Of 
sears. Chief AccounlanE of the Minisiry of Pultltt: 
Work=, October 1928. In the same capacity m the 
Ministry of Road;- and Communicj lions 1930, 
nHrecJoMGcneral of the Ministry of Flimncc 1.933, 
President - r the Pcreian Fcpnoiltlc Mission to 
Germ any in July 1935- Succeeded Abu! O.isim 
|-'uru'iaf r a* t ndCf-Secrclarj U> the Minisiry of 
Finiucc in April 1936. Appointed Acting Minister 
of Finance on ihc death of Davor in February W.'?. 
Minist*:r of I mance l icpi: , m^n;r 1937 until Octooer 
E939, 

Miinaei ■■! Ftnance in SufutliN Cabmct 1942. 
and iu that caparity showed himwlf helpful in 
*rt(U>oihing iwt?r liturtrial diiJicuEm:-. and in negotiat¬ 
ing currency agreements. Minister of Industry in 
Suhailt's Cabinet of TM3. but was not vcr» success¬ 
ful in tiling various wages diapuies. and on Stlhlilis 
forming a new C ibmct in December 1943 he wtis 
not included in it. 

Minister of Finance in Sadrs C’abirKl* June 
ds^ptcaibcr 1945. Capable and helpful bui exposed 
to critidsm for jirihny: lo suppress corruption and for 
introducing ttepcstism which* it was aEleged. flourished 
in his Minisiry on an cwcaivc icale even by Per-nin 
*t and arils* 

Apjhrinied Head id ibe Shrine Office at MoheJ 
April 1943. Undoubtedly the most disliked man irt 
Meshed bui it is considered that be ^ favoured by 
die Shah to whom* -is nominal Head of the Shrine, 
lie has viirti I sra? turns of uiuncy collected from the 
Shnne land?- 

Spilt.* very yooJ l- ndtivh. 

Successful m ftrsil stage of Sinaic elections in 
Ki?trutv tFat^K autumn 194), 

26 . I tii'h nr. Muliamiuad Taq,i (MaHk-usb-Shinni) 

Bonn irt Mohcd 1332. Son of a wdl-kddvrn poci 
named SabhUti A member of the okE Dostocratic 
parly, and edited a paper in Meshed called the 
Xau-&ahdr. A member of Eire 3rd,* 4ih anil 5lh 

MajltJUS from Vk-hi .I. and <4 the 6lh iro-si I'diruri. 
Edited his pipei Wou-ItakAr in Tehran during the 
war iff 1914 13, and vra* pronouncedly pres-German. 
Ncvefll)el«i. h c supported VuiUi]-ud-DAulchN 
Cabinet of 19I8--20 during which lime the edited 
tire iron newspaper Opposed the Govcmnrem 
durini: the term of the 5th Majlis and was an 
opponent of the change or regime. An mtempi was 
mudi' on his Efc when the debate on ihc change 
of regime look place in tin- Muflis; bm another 
uiiforturtjtc man who rcvcinbledi him was the viciim* 
Sriyyiil Ha ci: Mu dims hcIpM him to yet elected 
to the nth Majlis 

Nolliing much was heard of him during ftiza 
Sh.shN reign, except that he composed some odes 
in celebration of Lhc Firdausi centenary in October 
1934. jiid trim dated into Fenian vertc u poem by 
John Drink water on that occasion. He has been 
esited from Tehran on more than rare occasion 

In spile of a fondness for opium has been fairly 
active at Tehrart since the change of regime in 
I94L Up 10 August 1942 he and MLis'ud Sabili 
actively supported Oavam-us-SaltanehN candidaiure 
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(or lite post of Pome Minuter After ihc Euiters 
full early in 1943. he obtained newsprint from the 
Russian with wbkh he kept his paper Natt-fak* 
gCmrig. On Committee of Russo-Pcrsi^n Cultural 
Relations Society March ( 9 + 4 . 

Minister of LducaUon in Wvimt Cabinet 
February 194ft, dropped when Cabinet was reformed 
in August 194ft, Elected to 15Lh Mnjfo for Tehran 
Democrat parly leader in Majlis Went U> Switzer¬ 
land for medical treatment January 1948, Returned 
ami was, received by Shah April I94'h 

\ .shifty and over-subtle politician. Acknow¬ 
ledged to he a leading poci and m practical flaw* 
paper writer 


27 . Habra mi E arujultoli i U ablr-ti V/am) 

Bom about 1-490. A member of a well-known 
and nu.netous Tehran family, Mu ns hi. or seefeinry 
to RLra Shah before and after his accession io the 
lh rone i fi 1925. Was appointed member o. a 
commission of ernmAution in conncaion with the 
Ljond'uilT Caspian Erishery claim. hut resigned Irorn 

that position, , . 

Lon (he Shah's full confidence in about 3427. 
and was sent abroad lo lake charge of the Persian 
stuJemv in turopc, at Paris. Berlin. Ac. Returned 
p. Persia about two years later, In July 1930 
Appoi uteri Governor or Isfahan, and a scjt totef 
Covtrnor ^eScril of I jfv. inisiicr of Posts arid 
lekgmphs in March 1932. Resigned on the tall of 
ihc Rjdav.u Cabinet in September 3933, ami was 
.**11 10 Meshed as Governor-General in the follow mg 
Januarv. Superseded as Govonor-CcncraJ of 
Khurasan in October 1934. for reporting that 
adequate facilities did run exist at Meshed for the 
accommodation of she onentulists aitcrwline the 
Firdausi millenary, Since thus lime under a cloud 
In the summer erf 1935 he was suspected of 
comptucit'i in some plot and was exiled to Malayir. 
Allowed to return to Tehran under survedlanre. 

Oaober 194ft. „ 

Minister of (he Interior m January 194?. but he 
verv soon became involved in a tittaTTCl with his 
thief. Oivnm-u*-Sittranch, which led lo ihc collapse 
of the toner's Cahinci. Is very alarmed at the Soviet 
menace to (he independence of Persia. Govcmor- 
Genera! of Isfahan 1942 44 Successful in firm stage 
or Senate election, in Tchraji October 1949. 

\ %cry Irieodly person, who always appears to 
do what' he can to help British consular officers. 
Has great aspirations to literary eminence; :i gre.il 
admirer of Hafir. As Minister he incurred some 
criticism from Ins fellow-country men for inarccari- 
hi Ills and la to. of hospitality. Spak* very hide 
French. Businesslike And hard-working 


28. Bahraini, FmMWi 

Fk>rrL about 1897 . For some time a colortcl in 
ihe police. and in charge of the detective force. 
Velina chief of the Tehran Municipal,iy m 937 . 
Director of Cemus ttnd Civil SttTOs Januwv im 

Minister el Posts and relegraph* in Suhaih s 
Cabinet of 1942 and filled that post adeqnaldy. 
Head of the municipality a^m July 1943; su.v 
pc oiled from lits functions during the lehran ctoc* 
iinriv .It the end uf 1943 owing to accusations of 
illegal intervention in the elections, but resumed 
his functions January 1944 . 

Govctn.T-Gnicr.il of Kerman 1944 45 where he 
showed great initiative by 0 f»nising venous 
9 chcmr> for tin proving water supply, raising money 
for or plumages. Ac. popular there. Offered pout 
of Governor-General, Kenwinshah. m August IH5 
hut refused. Governor General. Kerman, again 
January 1949 U nLi| AupUlt 1949 when he became 
Governor General of Khuzwntan. 


Health undermined by malaria. Friendly and 
co-operative when in Kerman. Normally reserved 
and placid but clever and not easily taken in, 

29. tijiRhliari, Abut IJiLsim Khan 

Born 1915, Son of the lute Amiro-Mufakltkham 
Liiucatcd in FnsjIaiHL Governor <4 Kuban 1941 42. 
Set up a- a rebel leader in Janiki in March 194^, 
but three moutiis later surrendered lo Gen-'ral 
ZnhidL who appointed hint ansi Manuchiiu Khan 
Asad as army representallwa responsible for order 
in Bakhtin n Rebelled again after Jfohidi * arrest, 
hui was arrested in 1943 and wenl to ! oil ran. In 
1^46 appointed by Oavant-us-SalLanch as Go- 
Govcrwr of Bakhtinti, -md ■shortly afterwards 
entrusted with the formation of Qasam's Democrat 
Party ihere Ordered to Tehran at the end rtf b J 47 
he refused, took LO ihe hills, and after a short 
.,-uJfl- was once a pain jitesicd in April .1948. He 
wns tried ;tnd condemned lo three months imprison- 
ntem and iwn years' banish mem from iriii.il country. 
but his -viriik'iic-^ was remitted by the Shah. 

I nielli gent and plausible, but ambitious and 
unreftobie. He did not hesitate to turn Kings 
evidence for purely personal motives on the olk- 
brenk of (he iribal revolt uf Sepicmlvr fo4r. of which 
was one of the ringleaders himself. 


30. ft; i kh rjuri, r\t|a Khan 

fiUirn 1 l K>S. flflh son of Sardar Muhnuihmi. 
Educated in LugUnd and speaks good English. 

No actual experience of lriba! affairs i" ilie inbe 

its opposed lo intrigue in Tehran Or Isfahan. 

Deputy for Shahr Kurd in I5lh Majlii 

31, I tilt. Eli tori, doliunvfanh Sflnvsam 

Horn 1910. the second son of Murtiza Quit 
Samsam In his second wife, a sister of SiuJat-ud- 
Dauleh Oaxhqa'L Is (firtft rtf a tribesman than his 
brolhers and has had more tribal experience than 
they, After his father he has probably mote 
influerH'c than lilts oihc: of lhe Hkhtni KlL 3 n^ in ihc 
fobe and of all ‘the Khans conics second to Ahul 

taint . „ I.,. 

In 1943 wai awarded ihc Tlunuiyun medal, 1st 
etov,, for arrdneing :t meeting between ihc Q^haii 
KfooiH and General Jatunhans Always friendly 
with British, he w,i> presented with a diker iray al 
the end of 1945 in appreciation ^ i tllJ hospitality 
he bad shown lo British officials during the war, 

FarriUHdLir of Sluilif Kufd and Deputy CjovenirtT 
of the Bakhtiiri June 1944 Joint Governor of the 
Bakhiiari with Abu I Oisim in July 194ft. Arrested 
hi Qivam who dismi'-vd him in September 194ft 
far complicity in the plot bv Bakhtinris and Oavh^a is 
tu rise against the Central Government. Governor 
Il'antiandard-Kull Kw.dwtan, March 1949, until 
January l 1 * 50, when proenmed Governor-Gene rat, 
KfiTffuiuhah., 

Active, patriotic arid comparatively Honest, but 
not -.cry cfcver. 

JZ, Bakhtiuri. Munurhihr A 2nd 

Elurrt I9B5, vixth and youngest son of Hajji Ah 
Oufi Khan. Sanlaf Asad fhu/urg!. Married to a 
daughter of Muru/a Ouli Samvwn. 

Arrested with his brothers in i93? by Rsza Shah 
and condemned to ten scars’ imprisonment, Was 
released in I'Ml on Ri/;i Shah s abdication Whrn 
in prison formed n friendship with Dr. Yniidi.. the 
Tudch leader. On ihe strength of this Hevame With¬ 
out hucccjtsj Tudch candidate for t'-fatian in the 
I4ih Majlis elections 1^43. Ttwk up wiih Sayyid 
Zto-ud-Din the following scat only to quarrel with 
him Filer. Worked apinsi the Tndeh in Isfahan in 
the winter of 1945 4ft. CrvGovemor of the 


Batchp.m with Ahul (J.isini November 1947, and solo 
Governor after arrest of Abul Dudm in. April |94S, 
Recalled June l’■MU', 

33, BakhtiiuE. Murtizu (Juli SamswH 

The -on of the famous Samsam-u^itotiaOBv. 
Eforn probably about 1875- Took p,irt in operations 
agio is! SaUr-uJ-Daulch in 19)1 Represented the 
Bdkhton tribe in the Mips in the sataie year, and 
appointed IlftvL-d of the tribe in I9L2. Governor of 
Ve/d m l L ri4. Helpcvl the Germans during ihc war 
1914 |K Made Iris peace with Nv RrilisH Legation 
after ihc a.l:, Hut held the appointment of llrieggi 
or llkbani rtf the tribe on several occasions. Was 
wiih the iribe when most ot the itokhttori KSians 
Mere airvsrjd in December I9?3: he then lutd (he 
appoint mem of llkbani. He escaped ihc fate rtf his 
fellow khvins. and bas assisted the Government in 
iheir policy of inducing the Itokhtiari rrilv u> 
abindon iheii traiiitJonal nomadic habiis. Appointed 
Ciovenior of ftokhtiiri early in 1943 and did well, 
vuppressmg various upsiaris lake Abul Uasim and 
establishing order m that tribal urea, thereby 
serving Bron.li interests well during the war By 
the end of 1945 he had. however, become unpopular 
with ihc ottor tribal khans and lie was relieved of 
his appointment by Oavum-Lts-Saltaneh, Arrested 
in Sept;miter I Mo for complicity in joint Bakhliari- 
Oas.hqa'i rising. Released December, Deputy for 
Shahr Kurd in Cimstitucnl Assembly April IM49. 

\ clever man. twt above intrigue Quick- 
icmper’d jmat and obstinate- Served Risa Shah 
well Very plcasunl to meet. Iiul nol the son (>f 
man one can trust very for. ns ha is very muvfi in 
the hind’s of his strong-mindcd w ife and :irio places 
implicit trust in a worthless agent. Misha h Tati mi. 

34 K'lbhiimr. Dr. Sbapur 

tkiru lto.W Elder son rtf Stirdar httih. Ldnested 
and obtained his dociorate in France where he lived, 
for sintfcii years and served with (he French Rests- 
tanK Forces during ihc war, tJn return lo (his 
courier was appointed in 194ft as Director of 
Provincial l abour Office in Isfahan. Aroused, 
opporilim) from foctnry owners by trying (« imple¬ 
ment labour legislation mo enthusiastically. Faelofy 
own-rs suctxvded in obtaining ins iranvfor from 
Ufolun, and early in 1947 hu was appointed 
Director of Provincial Labour Olftoc m Abtdan 
tons unsuccessful candid ate in opposition lo official 
Guvcmmcnt candidates fnr 15th Majlis fur Irrfihnn 
Contested Kbtnramshjhr uiVsUiCCtSsfuHy in Iftth 
Maitisckclions. Gfclober 1949, and in (he wlM month 
was relieved of his pi4[ -is Director of Labour. 

In Ahadin worked bard tu improve industrial 
rclalfons and preserve iotluiUtol pence Ifonsciert- 
nuns and upparvmly strictly honest. Relations with 
Anglo-1 ran ton Oil Company were on the whole gnod 

Speaks French and a little English. Is an intense 
nationalist and professed nsui-CominUtuM 

35. BasWldur, tdurhmi Husain, f'nplain 

I-Jcler hrenher of Ghulani Ah Bayanclgr. Vi'a^ :« 
captain in the army until 1931), when he went U> 
Italy on u course .rf naVtrl ffligiiwmng. Returned 
in 1934 u<ad svas appointed engineer officer of the 
southern naval force. Promoted major in 1935- 
Port officer of Abatton and Khorramshahr in 193ft 
Licuienint-coloitel, 193S. Tr.'uvferred to General 
SciiT 1944 und appointed Read of the Naval Direc- 
lisratc. 

Kceiitv interested in mercantile affairs, and helped 
10 Ifoai rite monopoly conmaJly for the landing of 
aired m (he port of Khurrantshahr in 1937, 

Unpupula! with his MJbrtahtia-O,. Qukk Ud hub 
tentpercJ but less so than formerly, Uses his povitum 
fur his financial advantage Nm sets inteffigenk but 
iLard-wa'rkins 1 . Speaks French and Italian. 
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36. ilaydl, Vltlrti/a QuH (Spham-Us-SullMlI 

A landowner from Sitliuccthad, born about 18^2- 
Owm corssdtrablc property Member id the Majlis 
osi several occasions, and Minister of Finance 
192ft-27. Deputy Speaker of the UHh Mnjtis. 
Member of Ihc Ada tot party 1942. Accused of 
hoarding wheat during (lie winter of 1942-43, 
Minister rtf Finance in Suhatli s Cahmei 1943 and 
performed the n.sciul (unctioni of effacing himself 
completely in favour of Dr. Mtllspaugb. Not 
included in Suhailis revised Cabinet of December 
m3. 

Minister witliout Pi^rifolio in Sa’id T s Cabinet 
March Augu.su 1744 Prune Minister November 
1044 April 3945, He srtughi to improve relations 
w ith the Russians but ItK efforts only resulted in the 
paralysis of (he administration of the country. Sent 
as Governor-General to Tatiri/ in December 1945 
but failcxl lo do any tiling 10 cJicck the Azerbaijan 
indcp:itdcncC movement and soon returned to 
Tehran. Joined Qavam's Cabinet in February 1946 
as Minister Finance, hut was nol included when 
Cabinet was re-formed in August I'Mft. Deputy for 
Arak ui Conutituenl Assembly April 1949. 1 icctcd 
Senator frran Haraadin. auiuniu 1949, and elected 
Firsi VKa Prcdde^t of ihe Senate tm its inauguration, 
February 1950. 

Speak> a little French, 

37 + Hitibaliiiiir Mlr /1 Suyyiil Muhammad 

An aj-ted Jiviite wielding great influence in Tehran, 
especially among the nld-fashioned type id haaiar 
merchant. He has rise reputation of beinc tjuite un 
scrupulous and corrupt, rcasly to sell hts influcace m 
ihc haraais to Ihe highcsl buider. Believed to have 
some drtsc coiiiu’.Mon with the Shall and lo acscpi 
monetary puymenis from him 

3d, Hu-iuhri-Dihcfa^ Ini, Aqn J**ad lAmir Itunlasun) 

Horn in Tehran l!^9S, Second son of the laic Huji 
Mtiin-ii'. - I n !j,ir, BductwM at Tehran and in Europe. 
Speaks French and I nglidi. Married a ilauchtcr of 
the late Hnji Anltb-U^ lAtb. ElcvtCJ a Member of 
She Tth \f jj];. 

Was in Hnnihurg a( the rmtbreak nf the war in 
1939. and spent some time in Gertniny 3hereafter 
Finally got away to Istanbul in 1942 with ihc help s'f 
Count Schulerilhurg and returned to Tehran March 
1943. Arrested ami sens to Sialianabad as a suspect in 
June I £ f43. Release I May 1945 Appointed 
Grtvemor-Gcnefnl of Fare October 194ft with approval 
of the 0ashqa T Ls but only hdc! the appuintment for a 
few months. 

Minister rtf Posts and Telegraphs unde- Oavsni-iH- 
Saltimch September-December 1947 and Minister of 
Agriculture under Ha/hir June 194h DcpuLy fo 
Bii,ai-e in ronstitucnl Assembly April 1^19 Smce-• 
full in ihc lirvt sugc uf the Senate elections in Bush ire 
but elected a Senator from Tehran, October 3 949 

Mare interested to politic^ than his elder brother, 
Aq;i Ri?a. Fond of pomp, ami very extravagant in 
hi-., manner of living Nicknamed by some of I'.- 
fricmls Prince MenrbanL H 

A clever man who in (he pasi ha^ alway main* 
(airtcd friendly relation* wuh British ofttoials 

J9. Du, In k, All 

Bum about 1HS7. I educated in the scIwhhv of ti'c 
Holy Places of lnu|. Rciurncd 10 Petsto about 192? 
and edited n ptper called (he Shaittu Surkft As 
editor be Ixicanic aotoriotis for -■tonderous abuse and 
the evtortion of money by bhckmail, and hk abuse 
of Great Bntnln and British statesmen w»s frequently 
(he suhicct of ci'nnplnint from His Mljesly^ Leea- 
lion lo Lin- Pe-siau Governmcnl. Hl’ was elected a 
Deputy to the 5th Majlis in 1934. byi he was refused 
■4 scat by ihc Parliamentary Comniktion whose duty 

c 










][ V.J& lo sc-’utimvL his ekvUOlt procire lings. Hi Mi 
pj-Orturic.ll m uv abii|[iv« Hcpuhtifjil movement in 
1924, And Lh , uJ il i have received aud pocketed large 
Mirm from RLza Pahhc. i, on whose behalf he worked, 
lie espoused the cause of K ; ■-» Fahlavi against Ahmad 
Shun, and Was ckctd a Deputy It' the tiffi Majlis ill 
] Ik was inured to Mo.^tnv in Octroi 1927 
In atle iJ ihe le.ith anniversary ■ « the Soviet regime. 
From Moscow he weal lo Jteriiii and Park and 
relumed to Feriiii early in l**2y. He was cfocicJ a 
Deputy to the 7t i Majlis in ] 92S and to the Kth Majlis 
in i jjQ. 

Edited or cnrUm! led his paper till JIXMII Ju.lv l'>>5, 
receiving subsuliei now from the Shah ami now from 
the Soviet Embury. 

In July I Hi tic fell into disgrace and was said to 
have utiered disparaging remark. about Ri/a $b*h\ 
regHuc His paper was supprexceiJ and tie himself 
w.is allowed to plead -.teleno. > and tn retire to a 
Government liospiLal where lie was made lo pay well 
for lii.* maintenance. 

Al tihertv again at the end of IHt? In eharee of 
the Press Bureau of the Ministry of Interior in 1937 

Afid the fad of Hijra he relumed to the foreground 
of tohraa politic i -V Kvcre critic of Furxrghi and 
Suhitli in. 1942, he worked hard for the return of 
Oavam-us Saltanch a* Prime Minister. When the 
latter canoe back to power ami did not make Dashli 
a Minister, lie turned against him mid criUciscJ him 
in many speech®. 

Llceki to 14th Majlis in 194Sifiee the oil crisis 
of 1944 he ha-, oppose1 the spread of Rtiwiiifi in¬ 
fluence m Persia and lias strongly supported the 
^resistance" Cabinets pieccdinft Oavani-u>-Sal- 
UQCh’s Was consistently altjckc.! by luJsh press 
during this period. Amstfil May l i '-Jh Released 
Decentber IWi' 

Did not obtain a scat in 15th Majlis Presale J 
credentials as ambassador in Cairo December IW 
Successful m the 1 st stage of Senate efccluans m 
Tehran and Bushirt, autumn 1949. 

I| c i* .1 hot-headed firebrand with no «fuples and 
no principles and is capable of the basest villiiny if 
it will help him to obtain his ends. 

rrusted little, even by !u\ friends who regard his 
excessive astjehment to women (which he publicly 
displays) as iwi tn k«pmg w ith high office. 

\ pcftiu isive iwator. who holds the attention «■! the 
Mujlis ;is few ■•.thee persons can do 


4tt, Dbunbuid 4(|a Him Ali 

Bom in Kurdistan about I#41. Educated m 
Persia, In (heemploy of the Ministry of the Interim 
for some years Went to Furkey with the Nationalists 
during the war “ Owf de t hbiitcl " io (he Governor' 
General of Kir man when Tunuita -.h was in charge 
there, A member of the lilh. 7th and Sib Maj!i«s. 
Governor of Cilan in 1441 Resigned in 1933. and 
appointed Governor of Mft/audanut in October 1934; 
relieved early in 1456, Governor-General of Khuzi 

stan tub IW and showed some energy. bm is 
reported 'to have lined his pockets pretty thoroughly 
in connexion with certain contracts. Recalled earty 
1'ijj, Cjtsverftor-Gcncral, Cubn, October 1947- 
February JC50. when nomkmttd Senator for 
Kcr mans ha h 

Speaks French. Agreeable h- ialk 10 . but un¬ 
reliable Related to (he OiiragUriu family 


Supported, by a speech in (he. Majlis, |l:e cancel hi- 
lion of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company conoes>son 
Appointed Gove-mOC-General of Azerbaijan in 
February ! 434 , Ambassador to Fur key May 1936 
Recalled Nove.nlwt l". ; - J . 

Priimincm member of die Socle ly of Supporters 
of trie League of Nations, founded in Decsmbci 1 ■*}$. 
Governor-General at Fabrw 1941 after llie fail oi 
Ki/a Shah. Did not display much energy in dealing 
with a dilheulE and delicate situation. Recalled to 
rehran ,l; [Jic end of l J 42. Miuiste: -viihoiit 
port folio in Suhailill Cabinet of 1943. Mi miter with¬ 
out portfolio August L’-44 April 1^4.1 Minister of 
Interior in HakiaiVs labiricl November 39^5, bu^ was 
forced by the Prime Minister to resign at the end of 
■ J era ober. Minister of Interior under Maxtor in lane 
t94S. In September l rf 4R appoltiled Goscritor- 
Gciie.'al Azerbaijan, nhcdce he was recalled 10 join 
Sa'i-I's Cabinel Miniver without Portfolio in 
March 1949= Dropped January 1950, 

Speaks French. Very agreeable and re iso liable in 
convcr-viifion. 

42. 1 iirhudi. Dr, Uiisidn 

Risrn about IS99. Sun-in-law of Vahid-ul-Muli 
Shaibaiii. EduciHcd in Tehran. Served ill various 
capacities m the Ministry of hditcuunn. zl E ehmu 
1 lid in the pnn ince-. Has also done new spacer w .'rk 
One of the Directors-General of the Ministry 1943. 
Successful candidate for D^hl-i-Mishun and Susan- 
gird in the Nth Majlis 1943. Angled by Oavam-us- 
Satumch December l')4h Released January 1947 
Depijiv Prime Minister in Hakimi s i abinei Dcccm- 
her l' L >47. Represented Diriul in Gonstitucnl 
Assembly I '-349 i\-puiy for Ditdul in I tub Majlis 
Silver"fid m lint Milage of Sanule elections in I ehrnil. 
noiumn 1949, 

SpeakV French. 

43 . FarruUa. Mihdi (V|u i .i4 m-ua-Nalfao»k) 

A Soyyid. Bfrn about mi. W.is for some year-, 
in the employ or the Ministry for Ftueign Allairs 
md head of the 2nd Political ISepailment. deilisig 
wn'i eastern countries, Minsstei al Kabul in 
1927 2R. SubsnjuciUly I'Jireclor-Gcneral of Indus- 
Xty Governor of Western Amhaiiun February I93h. 
Aisain Director-General of Industry and Mines 
.Sepicn 1 ber 1"3? and idimtly aflc;wards raised to 
the newly-crcitlcd nppoinlmeii of Minister of Industry 
and Mine*, Removed from this pnsi withotil explana¬ 
tion March I93S, 

C.Kwemof-Ckiieral of Far* 19413. and Of Kerman 
in IWI. Minister of 1 be Interior erf SuhaJLt* 
Cabinet July 1942 and in Spite of Majlis oppo 4 itk.fi 
maini:ii«te L d bis place in ilie Cabinet. Oavam-Us- 
Sstltnncb, in August, made him Minister of Food, 
in whicb pfst he displayed a of ernry activity 
winch irril.ited many and did no! achieve much. 
Having fallen wui‘ wilh i!ie American adviser 
Shcrid.m be Idi the Ministry of Fin'd 011 the fail 
of ihc Oavam Cabinet in February I''43. lilcdcd 
a Iteputv for Zabul in 1 he 14th Majlis November 
1943, 

A-ppoailcd Grivcrnoc-Goncral 1 I ar-. December 
1945 but was recalled m Fehrtnry h>4F. Presented 
credentials as jnibawidor 111 Nanking November 
1W Arrived in Tehran, fteecniber im -tfusr with¬ 
drawal of mission. Appointed Chief of PotKv al ihe 
end nf Miv I^Sf) 


41. Fahimi, Khalil I V ahini-ttF3lii3r l 

liorn about l«S5. Related to the Mukhbir iuf 
Daulch (Hidnyal) Gmily. . 

Employed in various rsw.u in the Foreign Office 
carls , n ill. Career. Minteu'.f of Finance in June 
1922. Appointed Goxenvor-General of Kerman in 
October 1925, but did not proceed Member of the 
Majlo for Outihan on seven! occasions. Riipptftfur 
of vht Financial Commission of ibe Majlis 


44. Fatih, Mahmud 

Brother of Mustafa Fatih. Born .ilvut at 
Isfahan and educated at Tehran and at Montpelier 
Trained in a grid, hurt and husbundry. In charge 
of the Kinij agricultural school for some ytiis. 
Under-Srereiarv at the Ministry or Agncollurc 1943 
Has planned a model village at Vimmui, of which 
he is very proud N tin isle-: of Agriculture tn Sa id > 


Cabinet March l 1 ^ hut unit retained ollicc for a 
Few days. Member of Directing Committee of the 
7- Year Plan L947, 

Helpful and luLsmesi-hke, tliough inclined to be 
Uw oprirhluiic and to imagine thal all Persia’s 
agricultural difficulties cun he -st'lveJ by tractors 


45, Fniih, Mushafa 

Born in Isfahan about ES97. lion *-f Fauh-ul- 
Mulk, a servant of the Prin^-Governor of Isfahan. 
Ziii-us-Suhan. Educated ut 1'dlran and aK oLumbiit 
Unixen-i 11 . t idled Suites, where lie graduated in 
ccon*.'.sites 1 utered the A agio-Persian Oi! Company 
about I"22 and is ihe senior Persian oflkinl in lhai 
company drawing a targe salary. Author of a book 
cm ihe economic eondition of Persia published in 
1921' Appoint.'d Assistant General Manager (Adm.J 
nf A-l-O.C’ ai Abadan io February 1947, 

Has a perivbi eortiniamJ of FngLish acid is keenly 
interested in P'ersian poliUes- In 1943 founded the 
Hanirariau Parly 1 with a reform programme, the party- 
had tided nui" by 1945, lie also hah an inter¬ 
national outlook Lind a considerable knowledge of 
w ai id pv'liiks. partteuiariy tho^c of trie Fcfi. 
InieUigcu friendly and '■cry apprtitehablc. Is 1 
mine of inlorErtaliap aboul the foibles of his own 
countrynren. Since bis appointment as Assisiant 
Gen* ...I Manager hi has been a tixus of mischMsf 
and intrigue IL aspires 10 Iktcodic 

General Man Lj^cr at Abudja. 

H ^ .1 sort in England and a daugliler married 10 
A.s.h.i; Mirza. ihe son of Sariuuud'Daulch. Hts 
wife was uiiughter of ihe Zill-u.s-Sulian s l.v:d 
'viri. 1 rs. S 11 ;j-ul-Mulk 


&, l alimi, Mihdi 11Eirad-Us-Sallnesch) 

Ekirn about ife*. Hus had an official career in 
id Ministry of Finance and in I9LS was tinanctel 
j pres .-ill a tivc in his native cily of Isfahan, vvheie lie 

. inline- tial both ibrongh his own family arid 
mnugh 1 to 1 of his wife, -wiio Is a daughter ot the 
lIl- Prince Zill-uv-Sulun. Appointed Deputy- 
invernor of Pars in 1922 23 FJcctod a Deputy 
torn Isfahan in the 5th and 6th terms of the Mttjhi 
appointed Minister erf Education in August 1925, 
1 111 is ter of J 11 slice in December 1925 and Mincer 
J Interior Fcboiarv !o May 1 t3 27. 

As a M nisler arid a Dupuis he was uniformly 
.^ptiLir and siiccKsfu! Li 192s he fell tiut xviih the 
.fillister of Court and was not allowed m he elected 
live 7ih icm 1 of the Majik Elected a Deputy to 
he Sih Majlis 1930. Governor of Lilian from 
tecember |933 until October 19?7. 

Head of the MunicipaEiiy of l chum under 
InfriiliV Cabinet February 1943. RcMgned 1943 and 
levied Deputy for Na3.ii 1943. Otic of the lenders 
if ihe [itihiid-i-VLitli gfoup in (be E4lh Majlis which 
onurned abottl iweiiis Right-wing members 
Appointed Qovcraor-GKHrre; of Fann M.ircn 
946, Recalled during the Qashqa'i rex-olt in aulumn 
u.n ryappoinUsd V’tbruiirj FN7 Retailed May 1947. 

. ! Viin-Jlttr Ilil.lf'i'ui ('k'UC’ef 1949 


47. Falimi, SHifpnr 

[jni|! about I9t>5. one of three broihers. a Nauij 
faEiiih which claims rtktion&hip with Mihdi Fatimi 
(Imud-ux'Saltanehl. though the latter denies n. 
Educated at die Stuart Memorial College. Isfahan, 
wliere he became a baptised Clirisiiani bul lie inaiie 
away with some of the mission funds and ihe 
missn’U do nn-t forgive him. He and another, named 
I In,. I II s i a liar, wrote a book aguinM Is lam In 
order !«> many his present wife, who is welt off. 
hfl’j me a Itohcii- 

Farmandar i Governor] of Shiraz 1911 43: lhen 
resigned. appaicniEy because he bad a massed too 
much money there. His Majesty’s Consul Shiran 

41582 
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considered hint energetic, helpful and capable. 1 hen 
temated to Isfahan as candidate for the Majlis for 
Nnjjfabail. imJ though he had hide real following 
iii that area mjcv.cs> was engineered for him by 
Murffea Qtdi IMhuari and Surim-ud-Dtlulcli. 
Intelligent* entirely unscrupulous, and very 
unbiliotn; speaks good Lngli’ih and has tmdied 
English and English idcraiurc, and can recnemlkf 
munv c x tracts. Has iiLiny enemies boib PcrsLjrv and 
Brilbih, but is a man who van, when be w ishes, mukc 
himself very useful. Wsis Largely responsible for 
organising the iutti-Iutldi Workers' Lnion in Isfahan, 

Before Oivam came into pow-cr in 3' J 4^. he 
pretended to he passionalcly opposed tvi him (a ru.se 
enacted io please ihe Rri(ii.h], In Jaes he utruosi 
ccriyinlv supported hint as W|j> shown b> an artEcle 
appearing in hes brother's paper lhikltit>r on ihe Jay 
iliaL Omani wu: elected, 

After the demise of tin J4(h Majlis he vvertl on 
u visit to like United States, where he was still living 
in June 1950. 

48. Hdalttr, I’iiqi 

Born about Hit? in Isfahan of humble origin- 
Educated at the Sirinuycti school in kfakoi. 
Trained as a lawyer Worked for a lime- in she 
Soviet Consulate Gcr-vial al Malian in comteSJon 
with the stile of Soviet tettik^ in b-fshnn From 
[940 onwards devoted mast of bis energies to 
iinprovtivj! the lost of the Isfahan factory workers. 
Founded a primitive type of (fade union arid became 
workers" spokesman in dispute* ab"Ut conditions of 
crnpluymrnL Affiliated his union to (he 'I lurch 
party and. with (lie latter's support, was clwtal w 
the 14th Majli.s in 1943 as Depul.- for Isfahan, 

J .fist bis political following aim me th.- factory 
workers of Isfahan during 1944 45 when the 
Mohan wurkers" union broke away from the i'uddi* 
but in April I«46 he succeeded irs u-csuiblishing 
iurieli influence Durint* l'f47 when, arising from 
their support nf the Azerbaijan deinPcrat>. the 
ludeh party became direredlicif. I id.iUt tost much 
of hk influence in Isfahan, professed dbillusknniteiu 
with ilu- Communist inspiration of the E mich nHivc- 
men! and retire.I Io fchran. He resigned from (he 
ludeh party ntvd was dismissed from the Tudrit 
trade n mien. since when lie lias lived iiurcilv tn 
Tehran ivbi.iininv; what busincsi- he can as a lawyer 
and giving free services to .ms workers in k^al 
difficuElies' Suspected by the Right-Wing because 
nf his earlier record and by rudeh hympjtbis rs 
1 vcju>c trf Iris dcfcctKHi fri'in ihat rriovenwnt, he 
ii tivinir in near poverty. He retain*, bis idealism 
ami enthusinsnt for socitil reform and i> likely to 
appear again in the ptilit'Cal Jireni. 

49, Ftnij. Muhammad linsaiu + Mujor-Geaersl 

(Sartiivhjrioi 

Lorn about IS95. ISk fourth son of the Hie 
Famian Fima fiducaietl ,u the military college at 
Petfoprjd. Entered she Persian army durinc the 
1914 IS war. and wts regarded as one jjr the promk- 
jrtg young officers irf ihe army . Appointed Chid of 
SLieI of the Southern DiMsioa in 1975, and diil very 
good work in organising the troops in Furs and 
enforcing discipline and efficiency Sent to Odtli as 
represertadve of the Persian army m the Indian if my 
manoeuvres early in 1925, Fell under suspicion for 
wntc reason about 1 '>29 .md resigned Ins commis¬ 
sion. His Gftjar origiri was no douh! the cause of 
hi> collapse 

Returned to Persia late in 1941, and wir. sent 
to Fhrs ax G.O.C and Governor-General itt March 
1942 SufH-rsCtled in both appointments by Afarsha! 
ShaJibakhti a year Inter, He bad succeeded in 
keeping y rather precarious order in bars, btK never 
succeeded in repressing Nasir Oashqah’s rebellious 
movement Head vi (he air force 1943. Again 

c 1 










12 


appointed Governor-General ol Earvin curly summer 
of 3^44 tKU-l did not get on with the influential 
Onvam-ui-MuJk, or the Qashqa'i Khans. His 
enemies 3C«ts«d him of weakness and trf LruckhUE 
luo much to Lbc L'uiMi. but His Majesty's Consul. 
Shiraz, on the contrary, considered tSui In* refusal 
tit tike unnecessarily repressive measures aval ns t 
the Ttidrti wit'' more sound, Appointed Minister 
of War tri Said’* Fccoftsrtilirted Cabinet in August 
1041 HUE refused the appointment. Minister of 
Co:)1 rt:|jnicatitiiis in Haiti mi's Cabinet November 
1045. Resigned a month later Returned to Use 
sums Ministry in Oavams Cahinet in February 
I'Jars, but wa*i left out when Oavam re-formed his 
Cabinet m October 10413. Appointed fuspeenv- 
Gcicrjl. Persian Air Force, March P ] 47, and retired 
froiii military service in 1949. 

Speaks very good French a rut Russian and sonic 
L n-disb; i nielli gem and enlightened. Very attached 
to aw brother I iruy fNmrJt-ud-Daulehl. Married 
a Miss Nanu/r who was educated in Hong Rons, 
speak,** English perfectly, and is one of PcrsinN 
leading temmUtv 

5fl, Fra, ulianimad \ all Mirai i Tji/mynfnn»*\ an J 

Frurd son of the late Fa rerun Farms Born tiboul 
1893. Educated at Beirut and Pans, Sem to Tabriz 
as head of ihe F mauve Department IPI5. Said to 
have ukcu many bribc-i while in that appointment. 
Is very thrifty and has Large properties both in Tehran 
jtvu Tabriz, " Reeled a Deputy to lhc4Lh, 5th and ftth 
MijIihts lor fabric. On the fall of hi> brother, 
Nusrat-utf-Dauleti. in 1931, he retired from public life 
and was seldom seen. Has Shxii tn Europe a good 
de-il 

Elected to the 13th Majlis foi Sarah in September 
p)4F and again to the 14lh in November IW. Ilis 
appeiranec being chat of an underfed bud of prey, 
ceeniy to keep him in the background, but be has -j 
eood deal of Ids father's intelligence Became 
Minister of Labour and Propaganda in Ckleiber l l ?4(i 
hut resigned in December la stand os a candidate for 
tPic 15th Majlis Went to Sw Lt/eriniid February 1947. 

51. Tim/, Munllfar 

Born about 1911). grand von of Farmart Farm j 
brother of Muhamnnd Ah Shah, and accordingly 
uthe idle or Print* in vocisl life, Educated ut 
Harrow and Cambridge Spfitkv excellent English 
artJ fair French i is bitterly hostile to the Pahluvi 
dynasty and his sole tahon Jet ft F to avenge the 
mn.de: of hk father by Rim Shah His hostility has 
recently been sharpened hv the fact that his wife's 
relation. Hniit-ul-MuIult. one of the wives of Ri/a 
Shah, was dieted from the palace oh a charge of 
improper behaviour. At one lime cmplojoi ip 
Persian Legation in Washington, whence. it S'; 
believed, be wav removed at the request of the United 
Slates Govern® rat I for abuse of diplomatic bag 
privileges. 

k wis Firu/ who went to Palestine and brought 
fi.'rti there SayytJ /.ia - > first manifesto He remained 
;w ardent supporter d Sayyid ZLa until May D45 
when be broke with husi. He says ihai the breach 
was caused by Savyid Zu's becoming more and more 
dictatorial, but Sftyvid ZtaN version «w that they 
had (n part because Fsmz would not abandon hk 
new paper campaign, in the newspaper Ra'd-i-lmm r 
which lie owns and edits, against the Shah, and 
Savvid /ia felt that it was impossible to light the 
R usciam and the Shah at I he wme time. Toward* 
the end of 194| he became one of Uie chief supporters 
of Qavim- ul -Saltaneh, A - it reward for this. Qavjin. 
when he beta me Prime Minister in Febmary 194b. 
appointed Firui! Political Under-Secretary. an office 
apparently created for the puiptiw, and Director of 
Propaganda. He becatfK Minister of Labour and 
Fropaemd it Aturtwi 1946. but wav dropped when 


Qavam-uS'Salluneh re-fornicd his Cabinet in October 
3 94fi and sent to Moscow smbasaador. Relieved 
of this appointment in die autimin of 1947, Ew look up 
hL> residence in Swiircrhuvd and has Mnce moved u> 
park. He has ;l bem for propugyrndu uud sensational 
journalism and has -.uccceded m making himself 
extremely unpopular even wish hLs colleagues His 
madness is enhanced by a lisa rue conceit bill nos by 
conspicuous courage. 

Rash, unbalanced, dsshoncsL untruthful and 
nia]ieiiuis. would probably acritice unyihing to hsrmg 
about the Jiwrifull of the Shah. In view ol I us 
record he was naturally suspected of having helped 
Uavum-us-SaJLindi to write the open leiLcr lo the 
Shah about the suspeiiiory veto which caused wi'nic 
st it in Tehran in April 19511. 

52, FumJuir. .MibuL 

Rom about 1K95, Though his junior in a^e. ,s 
an uncle of Abul^Oasim Furuhar. Member or t3ie 
Protocol IX^partment nf ihe Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs In 19.34, .md lielcd as head of that depart¬ 
ment in 1935 and pari of 193ft. Head of the 
Personnel Department July 193ft io Aprd 19,17. 
CourLscllor, .■\ngora, until September 193it. Head 
of ihe proftKOl Depart meni September I93S. 

Sent to Beirut with the vague title of “ Dcktjgue " 
at (Eve end of 1 'J42. Recalled temporarily in 1943 
to cive explanaimns about (he offlniuct of Mura liar 
Firm- t'hargc d'adaircs to Greek Court in Cairo 
June 19-14. Minister to Yugoslavia Ap r il 1946. 
Replaced mid-1949 but had not relumed to Persia by 
June I95d, 

Speaks French. Married in I9?9 a daughter of 
Muhammad Ali MuqadtlBm Polite, friendly and 
well-meaning, but the head of the Protocol Deparl- 
me:it under Riza Shah bad 4 itiaiikk'w Lask Never¬ 
theless. M, Furuhar, unlike his colleagues ut the CtHart, 
survived the ordeal of the Crown prince’s wedding 
celebrations. 


53. Furubai, VlKlul-Qiisini 

Bom in Tehran about 1883, A grandson of Murza 
\Hhas Khan Oavam-ud Diuleli, who was Miuktcc 
of Finance for sonw yeats Educiled in Tehran 
and Switzerland; studied law A pudge in the 
Tribunal of the Ministry for Foreign Allaire I9J5- 2L 
{ H hicf of CoiutrueUcm ui the Tehran Municipality 
1921 24 President of die I'i.buuul 1926-27. 
Assistant Director '■! [lie Registration DepioLMtcaii 
ill the Ministry of the Interior 1947-28 Judge in 
the Appeal Court in 3 929 Under-Sccu;tiin of the 
Ministry ijf Finance under his crcit rfiend Dovm 
October 1933. Accompanied the Shah on his state 
vtK.ii to Turkey m June 1 L, 34. Minister to France 
June 193ft; but recallctl in January owing to an 
anti-Persian pres* campaign in some French 
pa tkjp. Acting Mi niste r of It i tenor J u l\ a nil M m miei 
September 1937 Minister or lodusiry -ind Mmev 
March 1938. Miuhte of Interior August 193R to 
February 1939 when superseded for no stated 
reason, A Deputy for Tehran in (he \2ib Majlis 
October 1939. and in the l?th Majlk I 941 Appears 
to have lost some of hk energy, Iwing uitwrlUng to 
become Minister of the Interior to aun ihe elections 
in 1943. Minkter of Posts and Telegraphs and Liter 
Minister of Faiancc in Sa'iiTs t a bind Much August 
1944. 

Dcieg.ite to UNO Assembly September 1947 
Appoined minklCf fo Switzerland 1948- Also 
accredited to Vienna August 1949. Mamed to a 
Bulgarian lady. 

54. l uruhar, Gkutam Husaitv 

Boro in 1903. Educated at the 5el»*il of FoRucal 
Science, Tehran, and at Her Jin University where be 
■ T [u.licit economics ,vnd law. Filtered the Ministry of 
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Justice in 1928 and h^ld various appoimments m 
that Mmiury until 1^34 when he transfenred to ihe 
Mtnktry of Finance. Director-General in the 
Ministry of Finance in 1940, In 3941 was appointed 
to tic mum io Livectigase commercial relations 
between Persia and Germany. After relation,!, w-ith 
Germany were oji.Jte acted as economic counsellor 
to the Persian Legation in Switzerland. Returned 
to Persia early 194ft and was appointed Director- 
General of the Taxation Dcpartitteru of Ihe Ministry 
of Finance. Mmkter of Roatk and Comnumitulions 
in Gavim-ui-Saltanch's t nbinds December 1946 to 
December 1947. Head of Industrial Batik October 
ISMS-Aunfu^ 1949. when appointed Minister of 
Labour by Sa’iJ. Dropped January S 950. 

Gamed much influence recently by his wife's close 
association *ith Princess Ashraf, Genera By con¬ 
sidered to be venal huellieent bui more of u show¬ 
man than an adnumslraEof. Stauncli supporter of 
Ehc Ginemment sponsored EA.K.S trade union 
group. 

Speaks Ffueni French and German, 

55. tihutfari, \iuir Sakiirn-Up-Din </ll.kd-ud-Daukh] 

Born in Tehran about I bKTL The vc-cond ^jti of 
the 3-Ue MuinirwJii-ul-Mamatili.. Educated in l^rsm 
and Germany. On the stall of the Ministry of 
Education 1914 18 3 irsl Persian represcntaTivc to 

League of Niitions. Appointed Persian Minister in 
Berne 19 |-j 22. Did not venture to return m Persia 
t-JI the PalilaG regime was well e.tablihJied in 1931. 
A chambiirtain to Mu/afTar-utl-Dsn Shall and 
Ahmad Shall. Employed m Ihe Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion 1934. as 4 professor of licunamita. Imprisoned 
1939 by order of Ri/a Shah, on an .iccu-atiim of 
having expressed doubts whether the Era ns-Ini man 
railway wou|d pay SenEcitced to tw o years" imprison- 
mcnt/huL kept in prison when his term hud been 
served. Finally obtained release on the fall of Rtza 
Shah in I"41 Director of the Propagunda Section 
in 1942 and 1943 though he was not very effective 
in that |hw( and was relieved of Fk dulses early in 
IW3. Advocated propaganda in favour Of religion 
in ordc. r to keep men’s minds nway from communism. 

Minister ftn Posts und relcgraph» in OoviunS 
Cabinet J-cbruary 194ft, Left out when the Cabinet 
was re-formed in August Now a director Ihe 
Persian Insuiiiiicc Cmnpny Sireossftil in the tir>t 
stage of Hie Senate elections in Tehran, October 1949. 

Speaks French.Garmon and some English. A '.cry 
voluble, persirte-it. tedious linle man. with a great 
idea of his own importance and infulhbility, Has ,. 
large family of daughter*. 

5ft, tihullaTi, Hnsiiii AH tMu'aiin'Uit-Duukhl 

Boni alw»ui 1890. Swan of the late MiCavinud- 
Djuleh, a former Minister fOT Foreign AffLiirs. 
Educated in Europe. At one lime attache to the 
Persian Legation in Brussels and head of the 
Protocol Department of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. After the Coronation of Riz.i Shah in 192ft, 
Ghatlari was uppomled Grand Master of Ceremonies 
al the Court, u post he held until March 1929 when 
he was :ippi>mtcd Political Director-General at the 
Miriistrs lor Foreign Adairs Dismissed November 
(929 for permitting publication m. the pic^ of the 
judicial v.vfcgtiards accorded (O foreign subject ufter 
the abolition of cctra-lcrritonal privileges, but 
reinstated a month later owing to his friendship with 
Toimurtash, the Minister nf Court Minister at 
Brussels 1933 3ft fitt ithfumhiitu 1 for ten Years 
living in SwiizefLand and France. Returned Tehnin 
mid 1947 In 1947 he wus uppoinlod first Persi-m 
Ambas-ador to Pakistan bui did proceed 
Appoinial minisiei' so Brazil with pcnwmal runi, ot 
amlutvador March 1^49, Presented credentials as 
Minister also to CTule February 1950, 

An agreeable and, well-educated man. Speaks 
French and. German fluently, 


£7. Chuuk, (Javim 

Horn ahvut 1894 at Sabzivar, Sent (o lehrau 
fur eJuvaiton bs hi- uncle. Aqu Khajra'i. und sLudied 
in (Kc Italiai *' Tarbiat " school fo: four years. Then 
weru Eo Beirut where lie qualified as a doctor after 
•d course lasting about ■seven years. On return to 
Tehran stayed d short time a ml then went back to 
his native town and practised medicine, founding a 
liosp-iEal and doing many good works, Then went to 
Mc-uhcJ. where lie married a nch wife. A great 
student of Persia n literature Elected its a Deputy for 
Meshed in the 13tb Majlis. Minister of Health in 
Suhaili’s revised Cabinet of December l l *43^ Minisiei' 

. f it.'.ilLii ::. sj'id SCabimd of Marr'i 1944 Retijpod 
in April i g 44. Member nf the Persian Fariiangistiui 
or Academy, Member of Persian Dctegatioti to 
U N.O September l y 4ft. 

Appointed ambassador in Cairo June l y 4? 
RerurneJ towards end of T44B and proceeded ft> 
Angora as ambas-sfldor ai the eml of December I94g 
Atcoiupanicd the bltah to the United Stales Novem¬ 
ber 3949 , 

A cultured and widely-read man. reputed to be a 
Bahai, but ihui E doubtful Author of ti history ol 
Sufism Speaks Fuglish and Frencb- 

5tf, Gulsh/vm, \bas QuEi 

Successively Minister of Finance. COTiimuniea lions 
and Justice under Furughi August 1941 March 1942 
AppidtiiCsl Goveruof-Gcneral, label? September 
1943 but dM not proceed. Head of Tehran Muni¬ 
cipal it > January August 1944 Minister of Com¬ 
munications uiidei Sadr tunc 1943 Govcrnoe* 
General, Khurasan, April-Scptcruber L94^ when he 
was appointed Minister of Justice under Hiririair 
Minisler of Finance in successive Sa'id Giwemnwnb 
from Movember 1943 to Match 1950, Pcosian 
Governmeni plenipotentiary in the negotiations w-ich 
the A.l.O.C which culminated in the sipature of a 
Supplemental Agreement between the Per-Jan 
Government anj the A E.O.C in July 1949. 

Speaks French and has only a limited knowledge 
of Euglivp. C’apabk. atlnble anti friendly but weak 
Is generally regarded av eormpt. 

59. HaTut. All 

OJ Azerbaijani origin V- as opposed to Ki/a Khun 
before he became Shall but later became one of the 
laic Shah’s friends, A Deputy on several occasions 
before becoming a magistrate Precedent of section 
of Supreme Court of Appeal when arrevlcd at instance 
sd Allied Security aulhcirilres and interned at Arak 
E Sultana bad i August 1943. Public Prosecutor at 
Supreine Court of Appeal when appointed Minister 
of Justice by Manvur April !45Ch he appears io have 
owred his iipfh-ufiinieui ii> the fsict that he w.ts accept¬ 
able to such mutually incompatible deutcnis as the 
Court and the National Front 

60 . HuklmL Ibrahim [HaLini ulMuUil 

Boro in Aicfbaijan 1*70: studied medicine m 
France for ten years, speaks French. Qajar 

Court F'hvstcian as wus hi- father. Deputy In the 
1 st Majlis 190?- Minister of Finance 1910 
Minister of Education 1910, l L MI. Minister of 
Finance 191L Minister of Finance or Education 
several time- up to lMIS. Minister of FaluL-ation 
1920 Lived in retirement throughout Rira Shah's 
reign Minister without Portfolio in Oavam-us- 
Sallarvehs CabirUiLs August 1942 and February 
IW3 Assctdaied with Oavatn-uLMulk in his pro- 
Germati intrigue^ be Life the invasion. Member of 
idle National Bank Advisory Council in 1943. 1944 
and 1945; was considered an ancient nonentity, 
deaf and mflrrtl, but in May 1945 was appointed 
Prune Miniver because all oiher candidates were 
opposed by one Of other faction in the Maibs, 
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His Cabinet foiled to obtain a vote d confidence 
and resigned a month later. He again became 
Prime Minister in November 1945 .irid did In- :vsl 
to dcil with the Russian-inspired independence 
movement in Azerbaijan artd had cottroge enough 
to refer in the Security Council «d L N.O. the 
situation ereited by the Russian refusal to allow 

[he Persian Government to ssrtd lruflf>» to labfit, 
(n December 194S wished to go to Moscow for 
direct negotiation* with the Russians bui his tc^ucs! 
was turned down, Exhausted by his efforts and 
intimidated by the growing hostility of lb* Miah 
and the factions in the M-j |li<. he resigned in 
January 1946. 

Appointed Prime Minister December r : 4 7 after the 
full nf Oavam-uS’Su'l'tuoeli. He survived in that office 
until lune PHS. when ho Government reigned on 
Fa i Li it it to oh tarn it vote of ctarfMer ce. A member of 
the Regctsey Council during Lire ShihN visit ie the 
Unite j Kingdom in July IWS Fleeted to the Con- 
s'it neat Assembly Tor Tehran April L449 and as a 
Senator for Tehran October |94:J. A'rain a mem be' 
of the Regency Council and also appointed Minister 
of Court on the ere of the Shah’-. departure to the 
V niteJ Stales November |9jo 
|*miEicnll> JYicndU and -iuecrc. and not without 
hiickbonc, bur elderlv, dnf and lacking in grip 


61. Miirhir Abdul Husain 

Dom about 1895. The -.ua or one of the “ Fidats ” 
of the curly days of (he CorwlilUliOfl, who served 
unde Taqizndch. 

fm 1970 served under Lujuudch in ilie Ministry 
oF Roads ansi Conimunteillhtts; and in Ihc Following 
Vfijr followed that Minister in the Mtnfetry of 
Finance Gove -merit inspector of the National 
blank \ favour I Lc of LXtvj, S. he w(ln given various 
lucrative posts by him, inducing ihe nurtPgcniem of 
the Cloth Monopoly (" ShirkauKJumash I mid. 
most import mt or nil. the direction of the LAduirtgC 
CcKllfOl C umriiiNTiiPrt. It L"JiJli|ui5h©ti hl& pOSt 31 me 
Exchange Control Commission in the summer of 
j*537 to proceed to Europe as part of » commission 
to purehxye slocks far ihe Cloth Monopoly Head 
of she Industrial and Agricultural Bunk August 
|i>3$. Minister of Commerce and Industry Match 
19-C: and Minister of k • tds and Com munis a tions in 
SuhlihN Cabinet of February mX ShoweJ cottt- 
mendable eiiejigv in iitsfwctmg communkstivlU in 
pertofl. 

Went to England io ^Lud-y transport conditions in 
June Ju4t and was still away at the end nf tin- year; 
meanwhile in December I'UX on the Cabinet being 
re buffed he became Minister of the Interior. Again 
Minister of lhe Interior m 5 b’ id's Cabinet of 
March F?44, bin w dropped when there was a 
rdhtinlc of Hie Cabinet in August SM4 Minister 
of Finance in Hakimi's C ibirter, of May joJ of 
November 1*345 Again Minister of Finance in 
OavarrlN fc-foi r.iuJ Cabinet «•! August I‘Ha 

Resigned with the whole t’lbmci m December 
I /l — "Appointed Minij.tr without Portfolio under 
Hakimi in March I'M* rmd subsequently pul in 
chatjtc of MmisUv of Labour. Elected Prime 
Minister on rill "f liikimi's Government m June 
3 ‘ijy. Member of Rvgeiwy Council during the Shah's 
visit to ihe ■'ruled Kingdom )u!v t"48, In Novenr• 
K‘ ll94SI he resigned the Premiership de-pile vole of 
confidence Elected to the Constituent Assembly for 
Tehran April 1949. Minister of Court July 1944 
On 4ih November E449 was shot in the Sipalmalar 
M,»s 4 uc m the Ashura mourning -.ervice by a 
“ Fanatic of Islam ” Died the followtnp morning. 

\ mm of eonspicuoai ability and intelligence In 
hi> carle dav-. he wav an mtcrpTcicr and rrnmshi a| 
ihe Russian Consulaie-OencTjl Spoke French, 
Russian Hid Fngliih; verv talkative hut had many 


sound ideas mad a slirewd kcunvledge of htv country- 
mert, nniurkg whom lie w i» generally unpopulai Was 
unmarried. 

61. Itldayit, .VlHlulfoh. MuJor-^Qtefld lSurlushi;ar| 

Bom shout 190s, the son of MuMibir ■ud-Dauleh 
fGhulam Rizu KimahHiduyiii), and sn member of 
:■ family that ha.s usually bcca pro-British. Brigadier 
Hufoyat is outwardly friendly, and is. imdligcfit and 
ambitious hut something of sn intriguer, Trained 
at Uie French F cole l!c Cfiicrrc, ami also at Fonliilti- 
blriti Heid of the Third tbiTeau. General Si aft. 
February 1941, at the St id CollCiZe No vember 1941; 
Deputy Chief of the Genera! Stall May !‘ J 42; fom- 
ma idml of tec ORieers School Nove-nber l L M2. 
Undcr-Sccrctary. Ministry or War, April 1944. Acting 
Minister oF War September 1944. Director of 
Artillery November W4y l r ndff*Sccfditry of War 
Februatv 1946. White stall rein mini-; this past he !c't 
f«r the United States iu March 1947 to rtegniiaie pur¬ 
chaser of military supplies under a loan to the 
Gwcrantent for ibis purpose. Returned in 1948 attd 
tonimued in ihe same post until appointed Com- 
mandant of [lie SiarF College m February 1950. 

A well-qualified serious officer, more stall officer 
[him li commander. Has a good Reputation for 
h«snesiy. When wiih the General SnIf supported 
Yazdiii-F.inah in his eppwilktti tea foreign mihlufy 
uiisainn. but now appears very frieruHy lo the Ameri¬ 
cans Belong te the military clique heiiicJ by 
his Friend Ra/msra Spc^k^ good French and fair 
English. 

63. Hid aval. trzululJah 

Son of the late Sam-itd-DnuIeh, a ho w .i- 
riinidercd in Tehran during the (Amstihaiio;»l 
troubles abuul I90S. Born .iboul 1^95, i. cSucatc i 
as u civil engineer in Germany Mcriibe: of the 
sLalt i'f line legal kip at Berlin 192;' 23 On ihcslull 
of the ASiniviry of Puhlie Works I ) 25. Appointed 
Cliicf of Railway CotuinidiOu a ho m that time 
ItiiercsteJ in various ensineerin* projects in Tehran,, 
smd in 4 spendin^t factory Director of the port pi 
Pah lit vi Acrestf,! and tried for complicity in 

the iiregnlaritsc'. in the Minn-try of Road and Com- 
mimiciiionv February 1936; sentenced in ihe autumn 
tofiv months’ imprisonment and u tine Esonerated 
after rhe f’ 11 nf Riaa Shah bin n<n w-cmploycd m 

Uiwcmninii service. In 1943 cnga.Lcd m oonfrailing 
hv \ Appointed Inspector of Railways in August 
1 l1 -J5, amt Dirtvtei-General Jamjau 1947 Relieved 
of this poa( January 1949 but remitnod Impecter. 

Intelligeni and of charming ntanncr>. Speaks 
Frertch and German. His mother was a daughter of 
Mu/affaMid-Din Shall Elc is married te u Russian, 

He vpeiks Russian and French fluently and has a 
fair knowledge of Enyihsh Cousin or Rlnisrau 
Hkteyat. Visited England u«d Europe early l‘?49 
oc railway matter^ Very friendly and fiank. but 
hicks drive 

64. Jltdoval. Kteasrau Ban man 

Aged about 40. A qualified mechanicd engineer 
;r i ‘i; head nf Iranian Stale Railway' May 1944 
ami appointed Director-General November 1 HJ 44 
Relieved of pest, early 1945. but reappointed ter a 
few munfits in October V-Hfi, k 

One of the lim member’- of Oavam s Demucrai 
Party (September 19461 and was made responsible 
for nrcaflisirtp a trade union srfcii'.iti of the party to 
otin«sc ihe Tudeh movement. OHtain«l an 
appreciable following atnonc workers, apcaalli on 
ibe State Railway, prtshled at two conftew 111 
Tehran in 1447 when the IN K I Trade Itairai was 
formed (this being the Democrat P.*riy orgamsatimi 
ir- dLscnisc], and in August 1947 beta me first ssyrt-- 
rsty of Lhe “ Federation of Trade Unions <4 Workers 


art Iran" (I.SJCte Elected to I5tb Nfftjfis for 
Tohrun in 3 947. Deputy For Tehran in the Constitu¬ 
ent Assembly April I‘49. Workers’ delegate to Ihe 
International Labour Conference, (icneva, June 1944 
Elected president olf Asian Federation of Latmur 
January 1950, Failed to get dccted ta the 3 (nh Majlk 
from Tehran 1950. 

Repre-vcnls w ! orkcrs on High Labour Council ami 
other joins negotiating bodies, but bis hi tic in com- 
ntnn with the working class. Sliuht knowledge of ihe 
principle-; nf rrade unionism and iit.nunii leant 
tjfgaripsirig abilities Gscs his posilion lo improve 
hts nwrt status and settle personal scores. 

He was previously married to a Belgian who loft 
him a lew years ago, He owes hk position (o his 
influence at Court particularly with E’rineess Ashraf 

Speaks French 

65. Ilikmat. Vii As^har 

Bom about 1894, A nie-iilv.’. of u Shiraz family 
and cousin to Muibiir-ud-Diuleh (Mirza Niviaitt- 
ud.-l3io Khan Hikmat] and Sand a r FaJthir i Mir/a- 
Riaa Khan Hitman liducatai In the Church 
Missionary Society School at Shiran tWB^CM. Well- 
read in Arabic. Went to Tehran in 1914, where 
be entered the American Colleger, graduating in 
1917- Joined the Ministry of Public Instruction 
as an inspector. Appointed Director of Education 
for Fans aboui 192b, but kept out of the position 
owing (o intrLiidcs. Candidate fra tlic 5th Majlis 
in 1923. for Shiraz and also for Jahrntn, bin was not 
sueefssful Employed in the Ministry of Education 
until about [9.tP h w r hen he went abroad to Paris to 
study I iv. Said u> have done well in his puiminti- 
lions Relumed to Fe‘ ran in September 1933, m take 
charge of the Ministry ■-'f Edocaiion ns Acting 
Minister. R.rsscd to Ibe rank of Mmister in Febra- 
ary 1936. Dismissed July 1938 owing to the Shah's. 
dLpl^a ijfe about a tetegram connected wulh the Paris 
E\tiibilii'ii, Imt restored to favour a> Minister svf ibe 
Inlerior Februaty 1939. Rcdgned March 1940. Was 
proposed for minister. Berlin, hm Hie German 
Govern men t hesitated about Ite agreement. When 
it did come [he Shall decided to re-etnploy him as 
Minister of the Interior instead, but dismissed him 
in J unc I '>40. 

Mmiste; of Industry and Commerce in FurughiV 
Cabinet in 1941. und had a good deal to do with 
ihe negLiiiiiti^irts about the Tripartite Treaty cvf 1942. 
Minister of Health March 1942, Minister of Justice 
in Suhaili s Cabinet l ebiuarj I94L bUL resigned 
in July eiwirte to dilfercnecs of opinion with his chief. 
Headed cultural missions to India 1944 and again 
in 1947. Delegate to United Nations Education Con¬ 
ference 3945 Minister witiioul Portfolio June and 
September 1947 under (Jtvatn-us Saltanch. Dek?- 

n t to UNESCO November 1947, Had of 
Persian delegation to Tashkent for centenary of poet 
Nava'i April I94JS Appointed Mtnisler for Foreign 
Attain* under Sa‘id November 194?, Minister with¬ 
out Pori Folio under Sa'id January 1950 until he fell 
in. March 1950 Mter his fall fiom office he con¬ 
tinued his University work and also served as 
president of die Persian l .N.F.S.C.O. Committee aud 
on the Ancient Monuments Commission. 

The aulltor iVT «mw literary works he •spcndA some 
time in^truLltilii slinlcflts m Persian literature iit the 
university. Mod friendly and shrewder than he at 
first appear He is enrunmlly a professor and not a 
man of action, but be has comiuertbk Htfluencr in 
his own circle 

Speaks both English and French but neither well 

66. I life,mat, Ri/a l-Siirdiir E-ikhirt 

Born Shim/ about 188S, Cousin isf Alt Asghiur 
Hikmul. Duiing the 1914 18 wat was a determined 
enemv erf Qtyarti-uFMulk arid friendly with the 
Oasbttais Since ibai war settled down in Tehran 


and '.vas empEiycd in various Governmeut uppoint- 
incniv Govcfnor-Gfiueral of Kirman 1940-41, 
Head of the Stall-ties and Civil Status OEhee l’ J 4' 

EIccted to the Mth Majlis 1944 for Shiraz. He 
still enjoys :he suppitit and friendship of the Qasdqais. 
Appotnied Govemor-Geticral, Kirnian, June 1946. 
Is a member of Central Committee of Iran Democrat 
Party. Elected Deputy for Shiraz in 15th Majlis. 

F'.Iretetl President of Mailis October l !J 47. On the 
fall oF Qavarti in DceejllIrK:/ 194? was electeJ Prime 
Minister, but. failed to form a Cabinet, Leader of 
tlie dissident group td OavanTs Demflerat Party. Re- 
deete.1 President of Uie Mnilis April FHB and a^ain 
in October and April J 949. A mem be i of the 
Regency Council during the Shah’s, visit to the 
United Kingdom July 194S, 3-lccteJ, m the Ctm- 
stituont Assembly from iliriax A pi LI 1949. 3» July 
1949 he founded the Socialist Partv of Persia. 
StMXCsTul in first singe of Senate c tart inns in Shiraz 
and Lilt auLtunn 1949. Depsitv for Shiran in I bill 
Majlis and elected President of the Majlis 
February 1950. 

.A corpulent and polite man. More imcLIkenL than 
he appear*. 

67. IlisHniali Abba 

Born cirtu 1895, a Oaiar prince, the v»n >u Sard a r 
Hishmal Liiucuted in France; speaks f’reiteri- 

Afler serving for some lime m Ihe army be wav 
dccted to the 141H Majlis from Mahallai. In that 
Majilishe wns a member of the Ka/imi Party, Arrested 
by Qavam-us-Salianeli in January I '-4? arid held uni LI 
the elections- in Mahailat were over his Intter rival, 
Sbahab KIhls rail van i.. whom he defeated iu the 14th 
Mujilis. was elected. M-c was rdeased after prnmining 
to CO-operate with On i a m and was appointed 
Goveniot of Hiuna-fan January 1947. In August oF 
!hc same year was appointed Gove: nor-Genemi of 
Ma/andaran where he remained until trartsierred to 
Kemiansbah in February I94 ,J V Member of the 
Constituent Assembly few Maballat April 1940 . 
Relieved of Gnvemor-Gifncrakhip January I'ta'i 

66, I luinay unjalr. ilubniriud Ali 

Bom .liuMs! iFiKht. A graduate of the Tehran 
School of Political Science Judge of ihe Tribunal 
nf lliq Ministry foi Foreign AIFaifs 1922-25. Ills 
held various clerical posts in the Ministry, 
culminating in that *4 h*sid of the personnel section 
of Hie Ministry 1^32- ; J Sent an counsellor m 
Paris iu 1935^it po>t to which he was singularly 
ill-fitted owing to his scanty knowledge of French. 

For some obscure reason, said to be caimeclcd 
with seniority, was made l'ridcr-SecreJarj at ibe 
Ministry Fur Foreign Affairs; in April 1942; in which 
post be niaimains his rcpuiaimn of benevolent and 
uset-cv,, stupidity. 

Promoted in personal Tank of ambassador April 
1946 and awarded Humajiuii Medal. First Class, 
Became Minister For Foreign AITaiis under Onvam 
December 1946 and Aiinisicr without Portfolio in 
June 1947. Dropped in October 1947, vuFscqucmly 
appointed ambassador to Angora. He teFl Tehran to 
lake up his new post in June l L HS bui Left Ankara 
far medical ircuitiient in Paris November 1948, 
Superseded, as ambassador by Oasim Ghani in 
December l'MS. 

A corpulcrtl individual showing few m dural mm of 
intelligence, bis appointment to a foreign post was 
looked upon m u very pood joke in Tdiran. 

6>J, tlbvuMaUt Ardislib 

Bom in Roht in 39tl5. Educated in the 
AmericaU school at Kcshl and in 1924 went to study 
at I be SociolDgkal College in Moscow After his 
return from Moscow look up the cause of the workers 
and was imprisoned in 1^28 and again from 1431 to 
I >741. h said to bas e carried on underground aelirity 
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from prison. One of the founder member- of the 
Tudeh Party Elected Deputy in the 14th NlnjSks for 
Armenians And Assyrians of Azerbaijan: fib election 
was almost unanimous owing to Russian pressure. 
Gtflci wan a certain power of invective he write;, 
occasionally for i be Tudeb press and L s a leading 
member of "the Tudcli organising committee Was on 
good terms with the eumnumnu* " Govemancnl" tff 
Azerbaijan Speaks Turki, excellent Persian and 
Russian and some English, French and German. 

Sentenced to dcjih in ahstmiit May 1949. following 
the attempt on the Shah's life in February 1949. 

7llc Ibtihuk Abul-ttwKi 

Second »iit of Ihiihuj-ttl-Mulk, and brother of 
Ghelium Husain Iblihaj. Bom at Reshl about 1900. 
Interpreter to the ftritish forces in Gilan lowanja the 
cad of the war. Entered the service of the Imperial 
Dank of Persia at fteshi about 1920. Did well there* 
and was transferred to Tehran 1925- Assistant to the 
chief inspector from ihm till he resigned in 1936, 
Head of the Moctgigfi Bank 1939. Realised one 
nf his am bitions wLet he became Governor ol t‘ !L ' 
National Rank uf Inin in September H f 4- In this 
capacity lie has achieved much an i ha> also been n 
crmri-JiirabLe service io ti- m many ways. Was 
Pc sian reprewMl alive in ihe ncaoluiioiis in London 
leaJins; u> ihe conclusion of a financial agreement 
between the National Bank and the Hank of In gland 
in August I' 14 7 and lo its renewal in November 1948. 
He maintain* very cordial relations with ihe British 
Treasury and the Bank of England. 

He ha- a complex against ihe Imperial Bank, on 
whom he made an unsuccessful legal attack in 1936. 
In (949 lie did his best io make the bank's position 
untenable, He took his defeat philosophically but 
v. 1 31 reLmn l" the chilige if he ran 

V, a Persian financier he is unusual since he 
posses Intel tigewe* ability, energy and integrity. 
He a sity.ere patriot and his financial theories and 
polio arc largely dicta led by his genuine desire to 
improve Pena's economic portion. An avowed 
economic NaiimwBst but generally regarded a* 
strongly prts-American. 

He is inordinately vain, scimlrve and hot-icmpcrcu 
and has made mans enemies inTuung his own country* 
men. His unpopularity rose to its height In i y 49 
when his defiance of the badness community 
threatened lo predpiI ate a dsngerutu financial crisis. 
There h Hittc doubt (hat much of his obstinacy and 
unnrisonabkncss is due L" ilb health from which he 
has been suffering for some months 

Hi- truculence sand mlransieence during 1W, How¬ 
ever. lowered him in Hre Miah\ opinion and earned 
for him a reputation of wishing to become "a 

financial dictator" . . 

Mamed in 191ft Mai yam. daughter of Taqi Vvbavi 
(Muazzlz-ud-Dluileht No children Both he and 
h«n w ife have been much in the confidence of the Shah 
and Princess Ashraf, 

71. JMihaj- Chiiliim Tlusaiu 

Ikwn at Rcsht 1898. Fldevt mJ» of 5 h * lal « 
Ibtihahut Mulk. who was for years in churcc or 
the Gi Inn e dales of Fat hull ah At bur, Educated 
i,L Reshl and completed ho studies nt Beirut, and 
for a short lime in France. Interpreter to (he British 
Expeditionary Force 1918 20. 

lb-. father wav awa^matetl by (he Jungulis, and 
he, tosielher with his fjniils, fieri in Tehran when 
the Bolsheviks occupied Gium in 1920. Clerk in the 
Prune Ministers Office lW-21 Secretary lo the 
Governor of Gilan 1931-22, Transferred to the 
Ministry Of Public Works and a^siant to (he 
American adviser. Colonel Mom* I ^3-J. Dis- 
misicsJ from (hat post, apparently for diftbonwty 
Joined the Uteft Company m 1929, when the latter 
hid i dxitract (oconstruct ihe railway* m (he *nulh 


Transferred to the Ministry for Foreign All tin 1931; 
first secretary in London April 1932. Find secre¬ 
tary in Cairo March 1933. Suspended by ihe 
Ministry shortly after, apparently Lit conduct in 
I onion when the d'Arcv Concession wax cancelled. 

In 1934 Cflier of Personnel at (he Ministry of the 
Interior; and then director of (he Tourist Depart* 
meat and chid of the Touring Club of Iran. Went 
HO Moscow in, September 193fi to arrange the transfer 
of (he Russian tourist organisation " Intouristto hi* 
organisation. newly named " I rumour, Assisiam to 
the Chief of the iehran Municipality October 1937. 
Hlu returned to the Ministry of Interior in 1938. 
Director of Administrative Services in the Ministry 
August 1938 Acting Chic? uf Tehran Municipality 
July 1939. 

Incurred Riza Shah's displeasure mJ was relieved 
nf his chamc of ihe Municipality in September 1940. 
He risen joined " Irsmlour and also served on the 
tnucd of the Caspian Fisheries Mixed Adnunuff riff ion. 
In 1942 divorced hi, Persian wife and mimed a 
Polish refugee. Appointed Mayor of Tehran cu 1944. 

A supporter oC Savy id 7M he was actively opposed to 
all rUdell Partv influence in the Municipality. He 
thus incurred the hostilitv of all Left-wing elements 
iiud in December 1945 Hakim! (then Prime Minister) 
dismissed him as a gesture of conciliation. In 
1446 lie became managing director of Iranian 
Ail wav- Depul v for Bandar Pflhlavj in the < oo- 

siituent Assembly April I94U. Mayor of fchran 
icCLiin November I949.bat rc-igned m I cbrtuir? 
on taking up hiv diitic^: ;»x Deputy for Lahijan in 
!6th Mailiv 

Author of a widely u'.cxl guide b<nA to lr*n 
Speaks English. French and Rushan. Clever and 
Tc^iufc^riil but to be trusted * jr 

7J, fMh lmm. Dr. H imim ■ uelTJin 

Born about 1910 of nn Ardislin lumily Studied 
in France where lie obtained a commercial degret;. 
Employed in the Ministry of Commerce and induvlrv 
D^lreaic iq ihe Internationa I Labour C-inference 
September 1945 Accompanied All A mini on a eom- 
nterdal mission to India in October 1945. Direcior 
uf the Foreign Trade Coahtl Dtpirtmenl March 
1946 Member of the High Labour Council No*cm- 
Iwr 1946 Undersecretary. Ministry of National 
Economy. October 1949. 

Speaks French and Pnghsh. Imethgem and Helpful 

73. [(Mini. Dr. Ifnsim , , , 

Son of AM Ovini. brother of the line ImamH* 

Jumch of Tehran- 

|j| j vj j ”i 

On the death of father in 1947 he was appoinicd 
Imamd.JunFdi by the Shah, (lie old h eldest 

wvn being unwilling Rs follow a rdigious calling. 
Studied law in France and Switzerland and mamed 

a French woman. . t . . 

\]c ix a mrfevhor of law at the universuy and .No 

mnetises as a solicilor and Commisitoncr ftw Oaths. 

Although hiv upbringing and probuhly his present 
tiutl.HA arc worldly be conducts himself with much 
decorum, wearing the regulaiinn cos-tume fmin which, 
however bis addiction to a Dunhill pipe somewhit 
del'ids Elv is nervous of foreign contacts hut is 
reads io receive foreign visitors if discretion t™ 
^nxi. He is alleged to be conducing u thriving 
business in (be acquisition of 1 - h < ? Elt ^ deeds lo tncrrt* 

nU Ekctcd (o the Constituent Assembly for Tehran 
April 1949. Successful in first s(,ife of Senate elec* 
tions in Tehran October 1W9 
Speaks French, Arabic and Turkish 

74. Imumli. IwaFtld-Dl* _ T tlirrtVh 

Burn about I'W. son of the Uumn ^ J 

Khauiy. Educated in Belgium and speaks trviwh. 
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Deputy in the 14th Majlis tor Khauiy. winch plage 
luid been reprcscuieJ bv iiis brother, Juvad. for 
several ytnrs. After 3t litct supporting Ah DaHiit. 
in 1946 he w.is encouraging the Adalat Party m 
Ahwaz and district, lo May of that year he was 
arrested by Qavam*us-S«9taneb for intrigues against 

the Slate, , 

Lnsicr lla/hir to June 1948 he became Minister 
without Portfolio, charged wiih looking after the 
affairs-of Azerbaijan, lie continual as Minister with¬ 
out Portfolio under Sa”id November 1948. Resigned 
in Oelobcr 1949 to stand for die loth Majlis, lo which 
he was elected fiom Fefvniti. 


78. Iqbal. AU 

Bom in Meshed about 1845. Son of a well-known 
landowner of Khurasan, with properly at Kashmar 
aixl elsewhere in the proviitctt. Deputy for Meshed 
in the 12th. 13th and Uili Majlises. Nev or in Govern¬ 
ment. service, bm ssdl acquainted with Khurasan 
politics. Aspired to becoming the mutawalU-bashi i^f 
the Meshed shrtne 1443, bin did not succeed owing to 
(he opposition of the Gtviermvr-Gencr&l. An enemy 
of Suhuili, he was a professing supportv: of Sayyicl 
ZJa-ud-Din when His fortunes were IK their height. 

Deputy fui K ash mar in the 15th Majlis and siiccess- 
ful in tiTst stage (4- Senate elections there autumn I94Y, 


75, Immui. Nl/am-ud-DEi 

Brother of J a nul-Lid-Din Imams. Married lo a 
daughter of Vuxnn-us-SalUmeh. Sparks Etigdctb, 

Nerved with the Anglo-Iranian Oil t ortiptny 
|9?n 42. 

Dnixior-GencEn]. Tians/erred Lands Departniervl. 
early 1943 Scplemtscr I vi^4 H«d *yf Rt-rsiun, Trade 
Dclcc.ilion to India October 1944, Persian Govcm- 
mert! rcpreventalivc ssath Ihe A London. June 

H 47 \ member of the Persian Government dele- 

nation m the Megntiatums leading to the Supplemental 
Agreement with (be A.I.O.C February July 1949 
He ita-i the appearance of an intriguer and is not 
trusted by the A.LQ.C 


7 ft, Imi/am, AfiduUali 

Born about 1897. Brother of Nasrulluh Intizam 
l utcrc.l (He Minblrv for Foreign Affairs in abnul 
I92L In the Press iTep&rtmcnt 1933-35 C onsul at 
Prague 1936 C harge d^iffajrrHial Ifemc 193H Head 
Of iEjc Titird Political ttepartment of the Min wiry 
f«T. Foretan Affairs in April 1941. Secretary at Bcmc 
!94 2 Appointed m 1^47 m investigate Pc^mu 
clainiN against Germany ami sent to Stuttgart with 
the rank of oonsul-genera! Also accredited to ‘The 
Hague as Minister Ausuxi 1949. 

A plextanl and go-nhead peraon. Spe.sk v f ngUsh 
arid French. 


77. Iniizam, \asrollah 

Born about 1894. &_m id the late ImizaciVLiv 

Subnuch. and nephew of Hiism Ali Onnlrnn. 
Educated in Tehran at the School of Polilicai 
Science Secret iry at Puns l kt 2t,. Secretary at 
Wnrsuw H27 32 Secretary to'the Pcrei-m dde^jiics 
ic> the League of Nation* dunng ihe AnglsvPersian 
Oil {'ninpaHiV dispute in 19?3 Memtvcr of the 
PcjM.iu delegation lothe World 1 conomic Crmfcreftcc 
I'lVt Secretary :ti London May 1933 Traaeferred 
to \\ asitingum 1434, lla> al-.o 'served in the Treaty 
Department of ibe Ministry fm f oreign \lfaira First 
secret wts' M Berne 193ft. " Dbl^guii suppkani al the 
l uiguc of \atnMis May 1938. Head of the Third 
Politic i1 Depafimcni, Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Idea line inter ittut wilh Great Britain!. July 193ft, 
■\ticiidcJ (he Duke of SpoletoN weiding in Italy June 


1939. 

Mll-stcr of t'.Vremonii'-, al the Court fli M irch t94l 
Minister of PiwK and Telegraphs »n the reeonvirui; 
iin:i o f QavaiTi'iiS’Saltandh'ft C ibiEiel in February 
1943 a post which he Telained in the following 
i ibind of SuhJili. Minister of Commutiicaiions atud 
subsequenth nf Foreign Affairs in Baym'S Cabinet 
Lif November 1944 Resigned in April 1944 Mem¬ 
ber of the Persian Delegation m San Francisco. Per- 
stun Delegate to Ea ecu rive Cojtimissk)ii of IJ.N.O, in 
1 .uidon with rank of ambassador Member of Per¬ 
sia u Delegation to TNG January |94ft and again 
m September Persian represents live on l-.N.O 
Palestine Commission June 1947, Now permanent 
Persian delegate at 1 N O. 

Quid and attractive Helpful and honest Ven 
intelligent SpeiL French and I nclisli 
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79. Li|haL Hr. Manuchihr 

Younger biother of Ali Iqbal. Beam at Ms'sHed 
about 1898. Educated at Tehran at the medical 
school and (lieu in France, where be qualified a- a 
doctor and received a medal for rc^-arch. Relumed 
to Per ia in 1.439 and was employed for some time in 
ihe Minis)n of Public Hciilib. LndcrSotreritry of 
the Ministry I "43. he ran the levhllteal side of t he 
MiaAxrv + s work wuti succc^'- Minister for Health 
Avgust' 1944 (Sind's Cabinet), Enjoyed patronage 
of Oavain-ui-Saltancb, Minislcr for He.dtH in 
Ouvam's Cabinet February I '46. Minister Tor 
unde. Ilaxhir, June 1948. Minister tor 
Health undc'Sa'id November IWJS nnd then Minister 
for the Interior Murcb I94 J I ransferred (o Mniibtry 
or Roads. January 1950, and continued m that office 
under Mansur April 19.5f>. 

Married to ;t Frtachwomfln. Ambitious, friendly 
and intelligent he has a pfisuani perwnaUty and 
mi id lo be a good dwlor. Although criticised for i ns 
handling of the elections to the Ibth Majlis i written 
[44g.44i i| was never suggested (hat he made mono 
out iff iJhmi, and his personal mtc^.nty rs undoubted 

m, Isiandiuri. Avudulluli ^Amin (3 UMiin-iiLMantutiki 

Sim sff the late Yumhi-Ul-Mumalifc and a nephew 
of Hasan fsrundittri Born i'l rcJiran IHlh> 
Educated in Tehran anti TiAii Entered die semcc 
of the MiuUtrj for Foreign AlTnis in 1 C HJ1 1 in 
h.j4 reiclied the rank of deputy chief id the T oruri 
Office Triliunal. KirguZIr m tsfahan 1917. 
Governtu of the Gulf Ports 1921 23, Consul-general 
at Baku 1424 7 !J Governor of Mazandcmn 1930 : 3 
Recalled frtijii that post and untie- a cloud lor mwc 
L ime. Director of the Tehran Telephone Company. 

Deputy in the 13th. 14ih uml 15th Majlises for 
BubuS. u'hichi lie abo rcpreseriic I in the Constituent 
Assembly April 1949. Elated Scniior from Tehran, 
October 1449, 

L a director of most of ihe important companies 
nf ihe capital and finds time to loot a f ie ihe iff;*"-' 
iff the Aero-CUtb as well. 1 ius a lypiuil Cipitalbl rr-d 
conservative oiuEook. hut never ihek'ss spoke ifl ibe 
Miijlis in favour of the faciory workers iff Isfabau 


81. Isfandiari, FathuUab Nuri 

Second son of Hasan hfaodi.iri iMuficisbim-u^- 
Saltauehi Rom nhcml I&45 Flint tied in SwtLref 
bud and France. Second -fferetary L' r Ihe Peraan 
Lecalion in London | fc >]-! 24 \ssistant cbie r ol ibe 
English Section at Ihe MinNlrv for Foreign Affair 
1925. First secretary a( Washiubtcort 192ft 2" 
Counsel tut al Paris 1929-30 Counsellor in London 
and charge d'affaires 1*30-31. and wuv in ebarge 
.q the lime of ibc Fersiau Exhibition. Chief of the 
Economies Nevtiivn af the Ministry for Foreign Affair* 
1932 Charge d'affaires uyuin in I mitlon M.xrch to 
December 1933, Head of the Treais Departmcnl at 
the MunHry for Foreign AlT.tirs 1934: served also in 
the Passport Section. Fm three months from the end 
of 1935 In Bagdad cm rt minion charged with 

nccotiatiofiff over the frontier disp uct but achievm* 
liitle “Cht-f dm protocotc " May 193ft lo December 

D 
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H 1 ? t‘i cnarge oi the Government-writ rolled 
'■ Iran " lirtoraM* Company 1M3W. Appointed Per¬ 
sian Gove-rememi representative wnJi the Anglo- 
Ipnijn Oil Compun;. 1*42 in London. Minister to 
polish Govomnreiu in Loudon January 1*44. 
Relumed to Persia I’US. Ministe in Washington 
Mjy 1947. Appiinre-I Persian representable on 
Lnlc.r.iuonal Bank June IW7 RcinmcJ to Persia 
after Iih two yearC sippiunimcnl and made a member 
i-f the Seven-Ycir PI in Council August IW^. W»& 
heid of the Fenian DdcszJtion to the KUtlUC 
Economic Conference li Karachi f|949|i. 

Mamed to a Ftctie-hwinnnu. spcik* French -md 
I Con«denlkJii$i and helpful -a excellent 

tv pc of permanent c-lFldnT 


HI. Ivfanrfiiiri. YIuui Nuri fMff' 

Brother or AsadnUab Yantoi Wandiart. Worn m 
Tehran E8>4. Educated to Tehran and Europe. 
Entered the service of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs mi im Mercury at Rome for noma lime 
Chief of me ive >namfc Section of tne Ministry 3*2*. 
<W of the League of Nation, Seciuui 1 4 >2. 
Councilor and charge datLurca -l P^ru I*i3. 
t ouusclktf at Moscow in December 1333, and very 
mkm afterward* transferred to Augoni. where he 
chired d T ifV>un far some time. Head of the Con¬ 
sular Department March 1937. Dturetor-Gcheral iff 
In dust iv and Mines July 1*37. Summarily relieved 
.* tlui .ipnoinimeitt m Septo-iitre owing to j muddle 
met the Chihjs sllV factory that was in reality due 
l,* hi, predecessor K Ja!iaflh.MLi. Administrative 
Dirceuir-Gene al of the Ministry Tor Korean Affair* 
December 1*37- Mtoblc.-, Bagdad, August I'T’S, 
Sell on .i special minion i» Berlin 193*, Left Berlin 
on rupture ,.f relation* in mi. and reuuned to 
Budud is minister; recalled to Tehran, on the «m- 
dSton of fit c veart’ foreign service, m l M3, T tough 
at EifM SuwicJ of pr^Gcrnun 
his visit tLi Berlin, lie helw-cJ correctly on his second 
period of office m Bagdad. of A^cullure 

n SulniiN revised Cabinet of rXeertibcr 4.. 
AmhaisadoT to Turley 1945, Minister tor Foreign 
Affairs under Gavani-u^SalUinCh September- LK-cem- 
lv r 1*47 ami again under Halo mi March H.MS and 
Kaihir June 1948. AtubusstuSor to India January 
1*49 

Speilo. French and Italian, Pleasant* married very 
early* Sind bus a son who iu champion at htwri-icnnu. 


ft3. Idtandiui. Alihus . 

Unde "d (raj Iskaudiri and a Qftjar pnnec One 
of the founders of the Tudch Party, butssxm broke 
•i'a-.jv lo lead i dissident sect ion. In 1*4.. became a 
director of Iran Insurance, in which he made rnnuev 
and went lo Egypt 1943 45 \pptim4 Governor of 
[>hran in June I *46 and GovernnrTjctreral » month 
Uicr when Tehran was made an independent UsOiin. 
Fleeted to the 15th Majlis tot H^adjii ^ jfcWfUSl 
144 ? made a violent attack in the M*jlw tm 
y, t i/addi, the former :itnbas>ador m Loiufmv 
ReJciiedlv nuuked Hukimi’s Government in the first 
TTLir of 1*48 and was forcmosi in demanding a 
revision of the A.! O.CTN cohesion wftUlt^ 
of Bahrein to Persia lit January j attuckfcJ 
T',i„ii.' ktdi r,.r sicfiiire the rawed A,n 
*iai Of 1933 awl w *s thus largely responsible for the 
pnerenl agiUlku for a further revision. 

^ trft Persia for Europe very stw after the attempt 
tw , site Shah's life or 4th February. 1*49. and w vfill 

“Ttela someth,ire of n mystery man Can almmt 
eenainls be kJemified with Smici agent No 16 men, 
tinned in AgahcWn famous revelation*, I to * no* 
rich, owning the greater part of Mil*bad Mrovlrome, 


g4. Isfcandari, I raj 

Born 1900. Educated in I rance as a lawyer, tn 
|*3h published a philosophical review which was 
nothing more than disguised Contmunbii propagandn, 
and in that year was one of a group of youne C’oin- 
muniHts imprisoncil h> RIm Shah Menbci of the 
OLiiiori.d board of Rahbar, ihe Tudeh Paiij organ, of 
wlikh he owne 1 ih* licence On Fudcli C entral C nm- 
rnitice from August E'44 and secretary genera I to (tje 
pi rev Owns large properties and is generally 
regarded us very wealthy. Deputy fw Sari in uie 
L4th Majlis and Minister of Commerce and Industry 
undec Qavam tw-Sallanch in Augusi l"4h dropped 
m October of tire amc year. RcpLwcd twgic num- 
hers of non - i udeli members of the Ministry wain 
fudeh aViiipathiscfs and mcitibers during hi> tenure 
df office' Went to L-Tanee January 194/ and has not 
relumed to t' -rsin " Persian delegate " lo Purtisiins 
of i'eicc Confe race in Paris April 1*49 Condemned 
to deidi k ahxenriti May 1*4* fm activities liostilc 
to the constituiiortal mcmaichy and for Hrparaiinc 
part of Pcrstii iAzerbaijan>. 

85. Isvayed. Ranioo 

A Caucasian Armenian of about 55 and one of the 
bisect Armenian bu-vinesstnett w I'ehruit. I Ea- lire 
rcTuiiaiion of bijinc pro-Soviet sltlwnyh according to 
some pmiple «h ; s merely cover tor his i.ruci:,c desire 
to realise an independent Armem.i lie is. however. 
mKwusted by the majority of Armenians who have 
defeated hi£ recurring attempts to have hmiself clotted, 
us thco Majlis Deputy- was a prime mover in 
the scheme Tor .retting Armenian peasantry to return 
to Soviet Armenia in l tJ 4J ami in o.i-. connexion 
handled l,t rue stimv of money subscribe J bv Arnenoiii 
Arnieman- U said lo have made a great, deal of 
money as * eoratractor to the Red army dunnj the 
war 'll! his plan', to increase tibi Lonipnny holffuigs 
be has met with opposition because o r ins pro-Soviet 
reputation, but he luis received a Lirgc interest in 
several importunl industrial atid commercial enter- 
nrisei. He is alssi a cftitsidBiaWe shareholder in 
Iranian Airways. He entertains lavishly and is 
evideitllv amply supplied with funds which, it is 
reported especially among she Armenian com- 
mmniv mav well emanate from the Soviet I mhu^y 
Although uncouth in appearance he is well- 
educated and speaks excellent Rushan In -mite of 
his reputation ns j cnwA he is Lind-hearted and 
generouv. 

Sb. Ttibar. fir. Abdul HuhIm . _ 

[torn a ho«t 19 ID and was partly e-Jtieawd in Gcr- 
rnamv. Married a German In E*43 was head Of the 
Technical and Construction Deportment Id lire 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, a post 111 V 1 '’: ' 
he We iJiryc iums of money by rise wldmg of *e 
Palais dc Justice. EleviteJ Dcptdy for Burujvrd in ff t 
Util Majlis, and in April 1*45 was a ittcmhcf rtf ke 
Persinn Dclegatirifl lo the San Francisco t inference 
Head of water depart mem of IT-hran Municipality 
October 1*46 Dcputv tor Buuuiird in 15th Majlis. 
Since the end of the 15th MitjlR has been enpageJ m 

business, , ... mwt . 

Speak* excellent German, food English and 

l^rcnch, 

M7, Hi mud I. Nttrir Oul i fNasJMd-Danfcbl 

Botnabotfl \m. A 0 a i s X,P^5v dcsc ®^!S 
the famous vj/ir. Mira Taip khim (Kcupt* 
various posts in Government semoc mclLitlinfc, 
Govemnr or the Guff Forts m 1923 hem on an 
economic nthskn to Germany m connexion with he 
setlkmcnl of various account gg ^ 
held other dfpkraiatk post* m Eumoe. JJ 

Persia 1942. and soon after appointed asswiant to the 
prime Minister bv SuhailT with the rank of Lndet* 


Seercbi} of Suite, (kwcrmir-fiencsnl l if Khunisan 
December l L 45, Recalled July 1940, Apjwtouk 
director of the Caspian Fisheries November 1946. 

Ambilious ‘aM clever, but without much stability. 

A pood bridge player, Speke French and Gentian. 
Died 3rd February. 1*50, 

HH. Jahiuibuni, AmanuIGh, Gimerul tSipahhud} 

liom about IS‘W. vor, of the laic Amumillah Mirau. 
Zia-ud-DaulcIt f.i Jocendanl of Fath Ali Shah), who 
com i ml led suicide in the British Consulate in 1'Jbriz, 
where he hml taken refuge from the Kncsians in 193 7. 

Joined the Persian Cossack Artillery School in l-n7 
and I hen graduated in Russia where he served two 
■, ca• v w ith , ic Imperial Guard. 

W:i>, ii'kidv a general, and became Chief of the 
Gentnri Stair in im He visited France and 
l-itgl.ind in 1925- Although a Oajar prince, lie 
favoured the change of dynasty in 3*25, 

Held various military commands with periodical 
falls: from arid restoration', to royal favour. He was 
aptwinteij Director-General rf lrtduslry in March 
fJi-.nii'-seJ sn Jnlv l l 07 Reported in prison 
in Tehran in July 1*3*, and in poor health. Liberated 
l*4| and made MinRtC' of the tnicrior in September. 
Minister of Roads and Communication^ December 
1*41 Minister nf Wnr March '941 and employeU in 
the autumn at court as a kind of aitie-dc-camp 
general io the Shah 

General Officer Commanding. Pars, September 
1943. Conmvindam, Cadet College. 1946, until 
November when he went on .« tour of training 
craahlhbincLits in France anL! Belgium Oil ins return 
in reh.uarv I "47 he wav apptnfilcd to the sir.cairc 
pad ot Inspcciot to the Fasiern Forces in the 

Mlnbirv of W?* 1 „ . , 

Fi^i vice-prcsklent of KtescvPervtaJi Cultural 
Relations Society March I ,J 4 
Retired from the army on being nominated Senator 
for Fata February IW. 

Speaks Russian and French fluently: has 4 Russian, 
a* well is at least one Persian, wife Has been very 
active for sonic vein nt cncouracing spurt, both 
in (he army and in civUian clubs and visited Europe 
m connexion wilh ibis in l*4*._ One of lus '■mh 
studic l tour ^cjiv in the Soviet l nion and was. then 
forced to leave by tIve Russians Iscforc compkting 
Elis studies,. 

8^, JaEiiufibmti. Muhniutnud Huvstio. lirisiaiJier 
iSwrtipl , , 

Bp f11 ;i ivnu SS'32. cousin of Amnnulbh Jahanbam. 
Educated m Tehran and to Russia, and joined Lire 
Persian O -wack Division about l'rtCi, Chief of Staff 
to General \mir Alimadi in the Lnrblun operations 
abrjut 1928 Military Governor of the Boir Ahmadi 
country shortly jifterwarJv, where He pvemad with 
some success. Fell from favour with Rrra Shah at the 
nantie time *s bis cousin in 1935, Then ™ 

varu'u.v capiteitid at the Ministry of Industry, 
especial tv in soTiui purchasing commbsiofli. Dircclpr- 
Gcnenit at the Ministry of She Interior !*43. beihj 
in charge of ilte arran^emcnb for the elections to the 
I4tli Muilis. nn occLLpntton which nearly dr«ve him 
cm^y. Chief t4 Police February 1944. Head rtf Rood 
EransnorL Dcp5»ftow:it in Jinuarv 1*45 Rcsignw 
(wo ruiontl - inter In January l'M7 he Wfa ^. Li f.r Mf!t , 
Administrative Assistant to tlie NTinister of war and 

retired 1 Torn the army in 1948. Successful in first 
slace of Scnaie cltviions in Tehran October L949 
Speuk'' Freneh, Rusdan «ml muiic English. Hie 
viitlmr of .in, anlMogv of PeiMmi poetry. Said to tv 
very corrupt financially, but Lsawy to i?ct tm with, 

945 Jam. Mahmud uMiidlr-nt-MilBif 

RlUh abtml IHfiff Has had a long career m the 
customs ami other Govcrnmcru deparentent^, and w,i^. 
for more than tm yearn. Fc^um secretary to the 
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French Legation m Feb tan. Director of the A linen- 
Latioti Service. Tehran, fiom l*lf ro where he 
did good work Appointed Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in the ^.ruin-lived Cabinet of Snyyid Zia-ud- 
Din 192L Acting Minister of Futauce January 1*22, 
and Minister of Fijsstwe Ocloher 1923 lo August 
1924. Appointed as assistant to Prime Minister. 
Sardar Sipah rKiza Sfeah). until the latter beeunte 
provisional bend of the State on 31st October. 1925. 
and then ussisiiinl to the two following Prime 
Ministers AppnlntoJ Persian Minister to BniNStfe to 
1*26, but did n 1 . proceed Appointed Governor of 
Ktrirmu Province in September 1*27, and Ckivcmor- 
Gcneral iff Khurasan in April 1*26- Recalled from 
Khtirasiin m December l*2 : 5 and appoinled MiruvLer 
of Public Works. Returned to Khurasan a ,h Governor- 
General in August 1*2*. Appointed Minister *ff the 
Interior in Itoru^hi’s Cabinet of 1 1 '33. and succeeded 
him ns Prime Minister in December 1935- Headed 
ibc mission to Egypt on the Crown prince's betrothal 
[n Princess Fauzreli June-July 1938 and received tire 
Order of Muhammad Ali from King FaroeL. 
Minister «if Court October 1939. Ambassador to 
Egypt 1941 Minister for War $ep;eniber-December 
1*47. Minister of Court January 1948 AccompKiied 
the Shah 10 the United Kingdom July 1948. just after 
the anrtou nccmeai that be was (o become Governor- 
Gcrttnil, A/arbsijan an appointment he did not take 
up, Ambassador at Rome June 1949 

An anuable and pleasant man who speaks i'rcneh 
fluently, 

91* Jnridri. Dr. SLwins-od-Dia 

Born in Tehran |0O5 of a 5 imiri of kloi.o-tsn 
Sayyis.il,. I dncalcd ji Tehran Gnive^u;- and 1 iw 
School Joined the Miim&Htv iff Education in 1925 
and the.i in 1932 went to France wlienee he return«l 
in. 1938 Itavinfl Obtained his doctorate. 

Director of InMruction in Ministry of Educatum 
]*38- l.atcf iruin'totrcd to Ministry of Finance and 
Iw nui g head of FobaoCO Monopoly ill 1941 \d', twT 

(Ml MilUpnugh Price Stabilisation f oramtooc 1«' 
tin titst" irisihilitc A u r; ust 19 44. Lv c:il Ad 1 iscr . 
Miiiiun of J-inanec March 194b and Legal Adviser 
Ministry of Labour 1*46 48 Member of board of 
directors of Iran Inyuranee Company l tJ 4S Member 
tif tire Council of the 7-Ycar Plan May 194*. 
Resigned August 1949 

Kceith interested in educurion* 3re has freesi working 
closely with ihe education expert of Overseas Con¬ 
sultants Incorporated who '.peaks highly of him 
Also h-av. considerable knowledge of labour and social 
developments, ansi assistc l in prepsiration of Persian 
Labour Ctsite. 

Married in l*41 Mali Munir, daughter mi Dr 
Muaddnh Mafisi A charming and in scilicet it wife 

Spatks French, 

92. Kufa'L (lusau 

Son of the late Akbuitd Mullah Mohnnimao 
Kairaini, who w i- the chief mullah m Najnf 
Managing director of the KhusrauvJ ( Vuton Mill ami 
l lectrieitv Company in Meshed, A deser and nn- 
srervifnikuis businessman who has noetimuhid a large 
fortune during hi-: four-year associnltnn with the 

KhunrauH Company. 6 Fisl unpopular 

Ilis eider hr other. Ilaii Mir/a Mi miff is ills 1 nu o 
1 nfiuenitaI a nil me* l respited tn ullah to M eshed 11 is 
nephew Jj'afat (son of the Hajif wa.s elected from 
Turbat i-Huidiri to Lire 15th Majlis and to the Con¬ 
stituent Assemtk April 1*49 . 

He was himself darted lo the Ldnsttlucrt A^cmhly 
from Meshed. He is a director of the Private Com¬ 
mercial ELmk evtirblivheJ in sprinc 1950. 

93, ktohuu Mas'ud 

B<vtu in TchTim 18S6 Educated m Fcrua amt at 
Saini-CvT. Joined the gendintreric in 193 3 and 
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to iiic rank of colonel. Minister of War unde: S&yyid 
Zir-ud-Din fubalaba's aftef tm coup i/FMf ol 1*21, 
After kiwi Khan's amp tffyta lie joined the Mmitfiy 
of Education and became a Lc.icner in sccandtfy 
schools a ful later ut Tea run University* where bis 
dcpjrtine.it is reputed (Ij 50) ti* he tire bed. mis in 
the L niv 2 r 5 .it>. Vji ilivo pmfcvHCH of geugflipiiy <il 
the Military Academy, Minister of Education under 
M j itsdr April 1*50. 

94. K Jibuti. Amir A|ju* 

Horn i*I 7. Hu lived mtfei of hi> life at Mahan 
in employment Fur sixteen ycut* as an engineer m 
the power houic of ihc Nut textile Kiory With 
Shams Sudrl was active in the fomtilioEi of the lust 
l nil Ivan trade union in 1*43 41 Inc l ivdeh inove- 
mc:it attempted to absorb this union in 1945. Shaiti* 
Sadri yielded without much struggle* hut Kuban 
arcjftisod resistance to TucSe-h a> a re-iwli of which 
a personal attack wa* made on him and he !o*t the 
um? of (me e>c. l hen hjJ to he low until ihe 1 ude 1 
ec Itpsc in the winter of 1*46 when he revived his 
Isfahan union, In 1*47 affiliated his union to the 
l M K.A federation. but Inter withdrew because or 
J M K.A ‘i venture into politic, Again affiliated in 
i i'f. | n March l‘US claimed that his union had 
(r,iHS'l industrial members and 11,000 agnctiHufal 
members or sympathisers. Bj June 1*4*. because of 
sirong opposition from employers. t.S. K.I.. civil and 

military itulhrflritic^. the TIlUHl^r Of active 
had fj|);i ID a few hundred enthusiasts. He a 
popular with his members arid h;u considerable power 
m; (hem He denounce* the dependence of trade 
unions on political parties and insists or the political 
independence of his organisation- In 1*45 Ivuivan 
attended the Paris Conference of the I.L.O. av 
worite.V deSesnte Violently anlt-Ritwiiin and anii- 
TeiJ h for thti vcisufl I 1 . 1 - the friendship of certain 
rdiKMiui IcjJc::. and Mnnbere "I Parliameni. JJc 
I, fall in employers arc slicmpl) opposed 10 hl ™ 
because of his obstinacy in pLLrsumgibe ctuve l 
w .,-kcrN and his >eW to be bribed. A hVeiblc 
rwr^n. who give* the impression of being genumely 
devoted to the welfare of ho fdlriw-worVcrs. > pea Its 
Persian only 

95. KjmMM, AbdtK'SmttM . 

Bdrn 1*05, al Qfc/vin 4 hb father, still alive m 1*43. 
WJ , \iti ul Mnmilik, a Qatar prince and wealthy 
landowiie- m Qj/vm. Filtered Pcr-un army about 
|i)-n ^ni to l cnifterad for training and became a 
pjM ihere; also inihiWi lhe doctrines of communism 
wait enthusiasm On return wav active Communist 
and was Jot own as the Persian troscnlattve m the 
Comintern (Sentence t t" death by Rim Shah, Ire L 
wis pardoned and then imprisoned with imy-Ehr« 
nicer Commuiials Esiled in 1*40 to Ban Jar Abbas, 
released on the fall of Rfca in 1*41 
i laud to the Nth Maihs for Qa/vm. by help ot 
the Soviet representative. Generally W^*d u* one 
of the more decent Tudeb members. He i* believed 
to he dbsilisfkd with the complete vLthsem«M» of 
his pins to Soviet inicest* Pul m chared o the 

jwblicilv of the Tudch Party m August 1*44^ 
Married to n Persian related t" the Kia family who 
acts an rtcc*>McA^f“ in Tehran. . 

Believed to have taken refuge at ^wicc Sijmmcr 
[mbattv sifter the a tie mot on (he Shah Tclmniry 
|t>49 Sentenced to sleuth r« aftvciu'sfj May 14 r for 
act ins aviainst the Constituliomni Mivnarchy. Ho 
wife W'.is arrested and sentenced to three year' 
mipr Liniment. 

%. kavliunl iwr Kndilh Sityvld Abul-Oa*im 

Hdun about ISMS Educated at Kcrhdn and lived 
there for many veals ^ t 1 muitahid. htpellco ny 
the frau Government in WU fof nrm<i>operatioTi 
with our policy In that country and came hack to 


Pcrsu Kept in the background during (tixi Sliah’v 
reign, hut on the laiier's abdication in Iv4l nmc bac* 
into prominence and achieved a certain poputanty 
partly owing lo his feputalinn ai an opponent o!R i/a 
Sliub" VU> afilj-Bfitiin hiax a lepa^j iront rL-, led 
him into intrigues with German agents ana m August 
1943 he lied ifom Tehran lo avoid arre.4. lie 
arrested h Britwli vctuuty juthoritjes in June i'M-t 
and confused to toeing helped tier man agents 
Released tit August IMS. He nurse! B bm« c imily 
towards the Britisli. Arrested by Q.iviin)-.usAtillunfli 
JyU 1*46 and rdCJ^ed *n Novembe:. 

A prominent political mullah. En June 1'HS lie 
iiuiigated dcnionstrations against Abdul Husatn 
Hazhir after the latter had Keen cEccted Pnme 
MiitStcr .Vicaiej by military aulhorilif' 1 -tftc 
attempt na Shih.% life 4th February. I IJ 4^ and 
banished to Ktiurramabtid. but later allowed to leave 
the country for the holy place* of Syria and spent 
some time in Beirut 

Successful in tird s-tace of Scute ckaiom m 
Tehran Oclobe IW SlccieJ i(» ihe Ehth Majh 
front fchran as a protege of the Mational I «ont hut 
is still abroad 


*7. Ku/inii. ihi.pr lMtfa//:itt-uH-D.lukSil 

Barn about I8S1- Educated m the School of 
Political science in Tchriin. Began hu career m 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, being tu:*s attucitcrl 
io she Russian scetioc* and later employed ri the 
Cabintt «f the Ministry., Appointed t ‘hieii of t abmel 
in ls>2l. Appointed counsellor lo the Persian Lega¬ 
tion in Washington in 1*25. Scm to Ira^ tu inspect 
Persian consulates in 192B. E.nrer in the same year 
appointed couusdlof to the Pcr>ian Lcgitf.on m 
Rahul, but could only pr.-etvd av fai as Herat, where 
he TcniBined a* Persian foniul-Gcneral. Appointed 
l niler-Secretary in die Ministry ol Roads and Com- 
mimceatintts in I*" 11 , and Acting Minister in 1*31. 
Appoininl suhsuniivc Minister ol Rnads and Cocci* 
immicatioiDi in May 1931, hut had to resign in Febru¬ 
ary I u 32. £ va i rre. 111 > h a id. Li* being u naMe t a huiId rm lK 
fast enough for His MujiMy the cx-Shah. He was 
subsequently appointed Persian Minister in Bagdid, 
towards the end of N l 2 Appsiinlcd Minuter for 
Foreign Affairs in Eurughi * Cabinet of Sepiember 
1933 

Went on official visits in Afglsanistan and Intlr-i 
Novcrtibcf- DdWtlW I ^55, wj - tlic 1 ^ 
V\aam (Lord WillinptoflJ at Delhi, Rmi^nod 
March I* 1 *, and unemployed until uppointei 
t Hi* cmor-Gfneral of Eastern Aw-rbiijaii .3p. «l I'LW* 
Amba^-Jor, Kabul. July Amhassudor. 

Angora, October I*.i*. 

Minister <4 Public He illb Dccc ither 1*41 (o 
M inrh 1 *42- Ehen Minister of Finance m Qn -im-uv- 

SslancVn t ihind >.r ■*««>« '«-■ i!" 1 

Mere its fall in cireu ill ounces winch did him little 
credit Appm^eJ 10 Aireom as [inihussador m May 
ion. lsut did not proceed, the link* appear to like 
him as little a-- Ibe fnu|is. who have not forgotten 
how he opposed the in in the dispute cmiecmnlB the 
Shalt nl-Arib waters. Munster ul E ducstion in 
Sj'id's reshuffled Cabinet of August 1*44, Delegate 
toLX.O January 1946 Minister 10 Denmark. Nor¬ 
way and Sweden Ami I 1*46 

111 Jaminrs 1 * 4 H he was ollcred. anil is reported |.v 

have ttcceotcd the po.t of Minister for Foreign Attorn* 
m Hat im b Cubinet hut he remained i» Stock holm 
Presented his credentials m* minister id Finland niso 
February 194*. Nominated Senator for Tehran 
February 1*50 hut has not yet returned to Persia, 

A man of intelligence and energy. 


98. K*rimi. Mustafa (Dabir-uFMufcl 

Bom in Tehran IB*T Brother ol [Uuir Ka/im , 
Fdusate*.' at the School of PoViueal Science. Tehran. 


Entered the Ministry mf Education 1914, and ap- 
pointcii Director <>I (Education ol Kerman in 1915. 
Caused ,i great deal of trouble to the. British forcct 
and the Imperial Bank of Pema diinng the war 
of l IJ E4-IS. I inancial agent, at Isfahan 1920-22 In 
lire Ministry of finance 1*23 25 Undcr-SccreLary 
al tire- Ministry of Justice 19-27 2&. Chairman of the 
Caspian l-EsJicrics Commiitcc J *211-32. Governor* 
General of Keniun 1*32-33. 

lingagcd in politics after [he fall <4 Ri.’.i Siuth^ 
tried to found a new party without success June 
1*42. Fleeted member of "the Majli* feu Kerman 
1943, after vehement protestations of repentance loi 
hi-* anti-British past. 

As one of ihc leaders of the luthudri-Milli f net mu 
in the Majlis, he Ctmsislciiily anJ. strongly opposed 
the spread of Soviet influence, and right at the end 
of die 14th Majlis he was not afraid to deliver a 
speech violently critioil of tire Soviets breach of the 
1 rtpartitc Treaty. 

9*. Kliujch-AllH. ClmLiiii VLi rM/.mi u -SutUn] 

of Amir Nuri iNi'uiffl-ut]■ Danleh] Member 
of ihe Ptolocni Ltcpartmcnt of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs for several years, wiili an inters al as 
secretary #t the legation in Rome in !*??• Vsited 
London in September 1*37 an business connected 
with ihe printing sif bank-notes for the Persian 
Government and cemmiudoAS for the Royal palaeii. 
Chief InspccLor in chu- Ministry for Foreign Affair* 
l*4d. H«rel nf Protocol licparturent l*4 L >, 

Efducnted purely in Russia, where he lea mi kiliet- 
dftndiig, Speaks French and Rtis*ijin. Though of 
decadent up oca ranee, he is helpful and friendly 
Aided hv his cultivated and charming wife, who is 
.s daughter of Dr \h AsgJtaf Nalisi, he b hospnabk- 
and p.ipulxr with the Diplomatic ('orps 

Has done various services for ihe Court After the 
fall of Hi/a Shah, ihc latest one being Fterreh iiislruc* 
lor to the Queen-Mother, whom lie admires with an 
enthusiasm which b no credit to Ins intelligence 

He prefers u* be known as Ni/am kliajch-Nuri 

1EH.L klUijuh-Anri. Ibrahim 

Legal Adviser to the Eehmn Chamber of Com¬ 
merce Bom about I *05 Member and Secretary of 
the Ada la l Parly from 1*42, Unsuccessful c^ndutaL- 
for the Tehran elections in 1*44 Director-General 
of the Publications and Propaganda Department in 
F*44 md ogrnn in 1*47, when he ako held the office 
of Under-Secretary to the Prime Minister, Elected 
Senator from Tehran October 1*49, 

A ivcll-kiuwvn and popular writer, his best-known 
work hemp M Ha/ipir.in-i-A.si4- r&faV r a reries of 
twelve biographies of (Hrtstn tiding persona lit to in 
Ri/ii Shrilib reign. 1 or write yearn lie fins produced 
a fortnightly Mcwsleiter railed Khiijrh-\'uri Letter. 
As .i hisiori m he is most readable hut not very 
accurate In ptililics he is :in idoilbi of strongly pro- 
Briiish tendencies. 


[Ol. khumDvani, Ahnidid, Major-General lS;irl.mli- 

Was m temporary command of the air force in 1*31 
during the occasinm when General .Ahmad MakJtjivan 
was suspended, and again in 1*37 when General 
Nakhpivnri was appointed assistant to the Miiristef of 
War. PrninotBi brigadier [Saritpi and placed in 
comm and of die ai r fi ircc 193*. Officer Comma riding 
Troops, Tuhri/. 1*42 but returned to be head of the 
air force at the end of 1944. after lie had been cupelled 
by the Russians from Airerbaiian. 

Head of the Transport Directorate, Mimstty of 
War. 1 11 46, Deputy Chief or lire General Stull 1*47. 
While sill I holding ch® appointment he was made 
Military Governor of Tehran on imposition tif martial 
law after the attempted assassination of the Shall 


February 194*. and ugain after the asietssinsUon of 
HiiAir. 

Shows commendable energy, but his ideas are out 
of date. Though he has recently lreen fricmliy, he 
was strongly againsi the purchase of Hurricane air- 
iiafi aE die time this deal was bedng concluded. 

102. KJshavwr/, l aridun, Dr, 

Born in 1*0* Partly educated in France ,i> ,t 
doctor of medicine and formerly practirej at Hahlavi 
Then ran a large and prosper old children's clinic 
in Tehran.. In 1*44 became one of the leading iticni- 
bets, of Hie ['udeh Party, of which he is a member of 
the Central Comm it ice. and since then has been 
responsible in large measure for the organisation of 
the party. Lditor of I he Tudeii newnpape: Itazm. 
TuJeh Deputy for Pahl.ui in the I4t!i Majlis. In 
December 1*45 was invited by the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment to attend ceremonies hckJ in Tashkent cm lhe 
2tHh anniversary of the foundation of the Central 
Asian Middle Fast College. Minister for Education 
under Qav am us-Salumch in August IN-46, bm was 
dropped in the Cabinet reshuffle of October of the 
same year. Dmluc his tenure of office he ’.ucceodcd 
in tilling many important posts in the Ministry with 
Tudch ntertlK-is and syulpallliscra. 

After the attempt nn ihe Shah's life of 4ih l-ei-ru' 
ary. i*4*. he nii-. rcportel to inne taken resile m 
ihe k ipfda n f- mH.j ssy. Scnicnecd to death i/j africtrUu 
May 1*4* fi’f aelions hostile to lire consliluliynal 
nmnarehy. 

Compfetcly urtscrupulous ami reportisd to he a pet- 
fed lOol for ihe Russia ns. An aevomnlhlw-J public 
speaker. 

103. kiipul. Sadi[{ h Maj or-t b-nenil I Sar Lt4i>_M 1 1 

Horn in Tabriz about 3 H-Sbi. Educated in Persia 
und Constantinople. Origin !Is an artillery officer; 
but joined the gendarmerie in 1*11 W.is with ihc 
Turks when tires approached Hamadsn in l*t6, 
il f.ts the Gallipoli star.I ’Went to Angora on a con- 
gratulmory mission in 1*22 Sml reniaiiiiNl there as 
military altacSn: till I *24. On the stall of the General 
Officer Commanding. North-Wet fDsv islmii, in 1 lf 24 
riiref of Police in 1*2^ In temporary command of 
Ihe air force ill 1*31. Liaison officer with the Iraq 
forces in the operaiiors against Janfar SliIl.o: 1*33 32. 
Head of the Conscriplicin Department 1*34 Accom¬ 
panied the Shall cm bis journey to Turkey in 1*34. 

Governor of Rial yeti in l ,J 4i, but retired the tee 
in e great hero* iMhfifl (he town was threatened with 
insurrection by Kurds und Assyrians in March 1*43. 
Suspected of complicity in the Zlahidi plots. Very 
intimate with the Turkish Ambassador 1*43. Arrested 
al Ehc instance of the Allied security authorities 
September 1*43. reli-ised May l L M5 Dinreiur of 
Mifctary Tribunal. Tehran, February 194(i. Ap¬ 
pointed Chief Lif f pcndanllL-Tre 1*47. 

l T nergctLC and kiqiiacbus. Has a Turkish wife. 
Neither studious nor professionally ambitious Shows 
some interest in horse racing 

He is considered by the American Mission with 
the gendarmerie lo be honest and sincere. 

IU4, Kum-. [sii [R*awl 

Born cib,>u( lR4h. \ commbsktncd otbeer in the 
Sisuth Persian Rifles during ihe 3*14 ]S war, Fur 
many yeara a leading and reputable merchant or 
Tehran, representative of Imperial Chemical Indus¬ 
trie*, Metropolitan Vickers, and many oiber 
important British Itrnt*. Ehis u branch in t.oiidon. 
and his wife and children are in England (|949>, 
Speaks excellent English and is well duspCKCd towards 
us. Patriotic and of strict integrity Fell into dt*- 
race tituler Riza Shnh ihrfuigh no fault of his mun, 
tcxkl for the Mailis for Tehran 1*43 wtlhtnui success. 
Vice-PresUEcnt of Tehran ChamlKT of Commerce 
since October 1*42, Member of Tehran Municipal 
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Council 1943, Member of board of director of 
Iranian Aitw»j» 1946, 

Or;c of the wealthiest merchants in TebrajL 

HKE Eaftkaraui. Shaikh Husain 

B^rn s t:Mjul 1&90 in Soviet Azerbaijan, lilfirted 
Deputy for Afdibil in the Mm Majlis Owed election 
in Soviet intervenin'n Without RusstMi _ bjvkirti; 
uitjlJ have no influence Nolei Tehran intriguer, 
mnb orator and iroubk-nutkcr In \'H? 44 cm- 
nl«vei by the Shah to slir up trouble against S&yynd 
Zu-uTDLn A typical Akhund, vena! and owWe- 
faced. (Javam arrested him July 1949. hut released 
him in December. 

Attested in March 1048, together with In* three 
brothers., in connexion with the murder of the 
journalist Mirfiammed MaVud, Su&euuenth 
released Acain arrested with hlv brothers after the 
ntlcniplcJ jssttsvinstient of the S-hali 4th February, 

1 ojn, hut again laic released 

166. Mansur I Rajah) ML CM, ( Man.ur-u1 MuUl 

|J*nu about W#S. educated in the School of 
paliticaI Science at Tehran, Bejian hi-, career in 
ihe Mini'.tn for Foreign Allaire. and was employed 
m the English Mitkirt, Me vuhwqtienUy tram 
ferred to the Tribunal section, where hejose to be 
Director of the Civil Court. Appointed Dhwjor of 
the English section m 1917. .Apoainied Junder- 
Secretarv of the Ministry for ho reign Affairs in r i K 
an! Undef-Sucreurv <»l Wto Ministry of the Inter tor 
in 1920. Created C-B.E. 1930. A pp^ntttJ Governor^ 
General of Azerbaijan in April 19^7. and held ihui 
P ..st until January 1931, when he *-js made Mimslef 
of iSw Interior. Ffaflsferwd I ’ Oic peril o, Min*tor 
0 f Roads ami Communications in January Mfx 
Arreted in January W& onLch-Mges nf 
nr latum anil incompetence Acuuilfcd A ui.us( ■ _ 

EdEluted u, Minister of Industry and Minos 
August WS, Selected by RS m Shah for tb* fjg* 
oT Prime Miniver June 1^40. H to uni that_* 
kiim RositwBfitiih ultimatum was. ddiverw on 2MH 
AuaUsT 194! . As the result of the subsequent events 
he fesiiwJ in Scptembc 1941. Govenwjr-Geiwttj 
iif Khur.i-jn February 1942, m which po^i he showed 
s^me enures to caUetung when, though hi* admuus- 

oftt rutid» >.» tl* *rtne UU !»,«. .tc* >;■ 

Khurxsin in the a mourn of - '45, ^% llor ' <ie ‘ 
Azerbaijan. December 1946-July 1948. 

Elected to the Constituent Assembly from Tehran 
April im Pneddcfil of the Council of the ?-Y«r 

P, p.im“- Mtaia M.rch I MO A «bv« m«£ 
French 

’VISIT Ih 

‘vv-si.in with the Constitutional movement in 
1906 Has had several excursion* into polities, having 
torn" Miniver of Fosi* and Tckpifd* wheiicvcrhw 
fdjow-eiti/en. the luteSipahdar. was mpOJg- , 
dent of the Iran Huh after Jam. a post which he si,11 

h 1Sivflru.lly h^sJ uul revpecicd as .m hmieji _okl 
cemlwian Owns a lutk property in R^hl. but tv 
n>n rich, and still practised up to his appointment 
Minister of Puhlie Health under Qavam ea 
S.,]iancn in 1942 He resigned from that post in 

SSU m2. Took a KTCMff vJSSl 

vising the Tehran elections lumber W, Pf^en 
of the Anti-NileoEic 1 .eayue i anumy W ^ 
of Health in HultimiS Cahwl Muy H4,. _ 

Benevolent and agrcciiHe mmmer. Speaks Trench 


HUT Mu* ud. Akhar (Sarinhud-DunletiJ 

Horn 18S5 Eighth, Jtid veecmtl surviving, son of 
Mas’ud Mirzn Zill-us- Sultan, son ol Nasif-ud-Dm 
Shah. Wa enrty recognised m one ol '-hi: most 
□nclligeni of the'Ziirit Fourteen -...ins, and now has 
succsedcd to tfic major part •>[ hi^ father^ mhen- 
Pitiue. Minister of Public Works arid Commerce 
joiC Minister (w Foreign A Hairs Governor 

of Kfahan in HI? MEnisicf of Finaiies m Vuniq- 
ud-DaukhA Cabinet of 1919, one of (he murnvimtc 
Who arninpcd the iibocdve Anglo-Persian T rally or 
j^2u; Governor of Kennanshah smd Hamadati m 
Novombcr H20 Govcmor-Genertl iT Firs t 922-23. 
and Again in 192.9. Arrested shortly after the fall of 
r iruz MLr/.L in 1929, ;ind kept unde: surveillance nc.tr 
Peliran fn several months l nereaftL', lived 4 ULCILN 
in Tehran nil 1932, when he was allowed 10 return lo 
Ins vasi propertits in and mound Isfahan. 

Killed his Own mother at his fathers invUgaimn 
on Ji point Of honour in 1906. He seems to have lived 
down lhe odium 0l this deed H;«v been -sevens| omes 
to i-urope and liu-- visited England, Spcdi 
:,rnj French fluentF And is pkawmi mannereJ. clever 
□ nd intelligent. I'he iwo-fohl stigma oil being pro- 
Rrltlsh und a Ojar pjeventeJ him coming Kick to 
power during the regime sii Ri>a Shah At the tall 
of R\m Shah he at tiist continued aloof front public 
yrfjr:^. Eluuigh he kept in touch with what wav gouu 
on He has n-f'vv- become the unufttcial contrtdler 
.tSmosi everything in Isfahan, dbjplaymg commend¬ 
able iniliative in supporiing such improvement pro¬ 
tect. the Kuhrtme tunnet and the iticrmul power 
siaUon in Isfahan. He take, a pcf p:idc m his 
model village at Asgharabad, near IslalmEi, nml muy 
\c ‘.- cisiIs h.vse a pun lo play m ^jpinjit 1 L " y;i/ 
future in the next few year*. Mas one surviving whs 
nod two duiH'hicrv A famous hunter 

1-, i,r' gi»d teams with ihc pre-ent Roy.il Finvils 
and jecssmiiu.>dlutt-> imemK'-s- of it when they visu 
Isfahan- (F le sv.lv the twiemy-fourlll pcr^’Ei to ihc 
Shah after the sifremir and gave a la.rgc sun> of money 
so the Imperial Social Secure* ns a ihunk-iivine for 
iheSbih s ddiwranccd 

Headed the poll from Isfahan m the clecuonii to 
site Comfitucnt Assembly April 1949 Successful m 
firvi sEugc of Senate etoctions in Klahan ant! in 
Faridun antumn ! L H9 
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1119. Macudi. Abhav T . Kr . t . 

Itorn in IK9? in Tehran, bducalod nt 1 cl'ran. 
.md for it scar in France A J^ntalivi by pro cvsiori 
and bv nature. Proprietor with Fas hr other. Junta l 
Mum <* one of the 

papers in Tcbtan (the /ifJtaot) and or l he Trench 
datlv paper i-wiwf dr TeMrafi. He Moomi*"'*^ 
prc^H Shah* what < rown Pnmv. to Irm Sjfna m d 
f gvp! on his weJding tour a- rcpto^JOaOve. and 
ken/ i he Tehran press ,upph«l with a stream -1 
accounts of the Prince^ doicitts. i» tb*ijfluMr tLhgi ouv 
s tvIc that alone was permuted to Persians svnci 
speaking «F their monarchy A Inputs m sue Hi". 
(2th, 13th and Nth MajlLvc'.. 

In Eli.- Ulh Majlis came not strongly in opposition 
to CNvam-us-Salmneh, being, merely 
of hii opponents in the nobs of the 5 ^ 1 ^; 
1134 a Visited Palestine and J gypl in June 

>•,}•. pp;unicd Director of 1 1 ;m N' T ‘ 1 ™ 4 ’ m ' 

ha 1944 Visited T : niU'dl States in April I 45. us 
one of several reprevcmuiires of ihc rdu.m rr*,, 
invited bj tire Americtm GovcrnmenL Covcrrflj» 
i: % O nJeetingv in Londtm In early as mroJjiL^ 
representative of the Persian press. Returned from 
A meric* August H47 and took ove: dbwtion of 

10 ISih Ma«N, ( «JchM wMrt he 
efclcd Senator for Tehran Cktoher 1949. 
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Ud, Mjntiq-Diiftari, Ur. Ahmad 

Born in Tehran 3 A nephew of Dr. MusLiddhi. 
wbuhC daughter he has married. Educated m 
Tehran, partly ai the American College Entered 
[lie Ministry for l ^rcigii AlTams in I91S, l p or>»a.u 
secretary to the German Legation hi Teiiran 1920-23. 
Relumed to the Muikiry for Foreign Affairs 1923-27, 
Joined the MLnMiy of Justice in 1^2? and appointed 
Attorney-General ol tlje Court Lif Appeal. Sent to 
Europe by the Minisiry of Justice m 1929 to take up 
an advanced u'ourse of luw. during which lie studied 
in Germany, and for 1 itmc wav -worn in as a judge 
in a German court. Obtained a degree os doctor of 
law, Reiumed lo Pcimli 1931 Disector-General of 
the Ministry of Justice 1C Acting Minister of 
Justice when Davhr was away at Geneva in 3933. 
Under-.Secretary at the Ministry of Justice 1934. 
RepiC-vciHtxj Persia at the lutematiorurl Law Confer¬ 
ence held in Ekrliti in 1935. Minister nf Justice 1936. 
Member ol the misv-km to Egypt for the Crown 
Prince’s marriage Fchrutry-April 1939. Prime 
Minister October 1939. 

Appeared pro-German m various negotiation-, 
while Prime Minister and was forced by Rizy Shall 
to jcsnrn in June 194 n but in this ntay well have been 
sejpcgL>at for the Shah. In 1943 w.i'. evidently hoping 
to re-emer the poSiti-cni arena Arrested as 3 suspect 
June 1943 but soon relciised, Minister without Port- 
folio in Oayaaib Cabinet February 194n. 

Stood, unsuccevsfutly. is candidate for Tehran In 
elect 1 nf«s for 15th Majlis, but was elected from Khiav. 
\ii active member m the Opposition which defeated 
Oiiinrii-uvSiihaiich in DveeailKT Ivsijj. Fleeted 
Senator from Tehran October 1949. 

Speak French and German, and a little Lngli-h; 
he Jitis travelled in England. A very hard-working 
and conscfcntpous <9heiat. always vei-y Iselpf.ii when 
iipproadiej. A goovl -.pHiuker. with □ thorough kno 1 ,'. 
ledge of local legal administratum 

III, Mivh;i)h-[ wlimi. AU Nnql 

Born iilviut IS98. Related to Imad-uv-Salimteh 
(Mihdt Falimi) of the well-known Isfahan Family,, 
though m.iL related (He says! so StiiFpin Fuliihi .sritl 
liii brothers, Han had a career under the Ministry 
or the Interior, in v arious, posts and irispcciiiin dmics. 
Vkc-Govcritor of Isfahan 3 925, Gtivereor^Gencral 
of Khu/fstan in 1949 arid nguin in 1943. Replaced 
Auguvt 1949 

Speaks i riglish ,md French. Got on well widi 
the authorities nf she Arudo-tramun Gil Company 
with wliom he to-operated sjusfittordy during the 
labour ironblch of lIk- summer of 1946, 

Ft 2. Mbbiih^dHi, [>r. VtUstufu 

Ow lief oF the newspaper Kaihttn, Head of Press 
and Propaganda Department June 1943. He was the 
,5liah\candidate ft'> B-md.i; Abbas in the Nth Majlis 
elections but wa» not successful. He wi*. however, 
elected from that constttuaicy to tire 15th Majlis and 
a!™ represented it in the Convtituertl Assembly April 
1949. Now represents it in the 16th Majlis. 

Went to the United Stale-, in November 1949 to 
Cover the Shahs visit for Kaihatt, 

Speakv English .ind French 

113, MiTurlil. Mjiv'lk! 

Bivrni til^nn 1890. Educated in the School oT 
Political Science n Tehran, Entered the service of 
the Ministry For Foreign AlTaire, and -crveil ui cer¬ 
tain Russiiin pbstv, alvn Trebizivnd. A pervrmal 
friend of Baqir Ka/uni, who. when Minister tor 
Foreign \Flair* in 1934. appointed Monad head or 
ihe soconnl pvditicaI section nf the Mhours wlircli 
deals w‘ith Ruwi.L Ctmflil-iVeneral at Herai in 3937 
Head nf the Comiutar Department nf the Ministry fi.u 
Foreign \ff,iir- November 1937. Coun^Hkvr 
Angora. November 193S. 


Returned to MimsLry for Foreign Affairs aF?oui 
1940 and in 1941 became the head of the Consular 
utd Passport Departmcm. 

Pc/iian Goverrunem rqjre^entaiivc at Ftcirui 
Jamury 3944 with (he rank of minister plenipo¬ 
tentiary. Withdrawn end of 1946. Appointed 
Dirccuif.-General. Mini-try for Eo-eign Ailairv, March 
1948. Joined Surdar Kafchir’s Socialist Party in July 
1949 and stood uniuccessfLilly for tire Senate in 
Tchrari. 

A somewhat dried-up individual. Speaks Russian 
and French. 

114. Mu(|dddam, Hasan, General (,Nula-hgnr) 

Bom ettout 1890. Ccmminied Ui Mahabad in 
(929, General Officer Commanding, \orth-V-c-t 
Divivion, December 1929. General Officer Corti- 
nlanding, Kurdivtan Division, at St'miL':i 1936, When 
in KurdiM4U had a reputation for dftaency and 
energy, Was die undisputed ruler of the Province of 
Runlisun front 1938 u> I'M! General Officer m 
command nf the troops, m the West when the Kiiw- 
Britivh mvaviun took place in |94t, and after handing 
over to the invading force- retired Ll> Tehran. 

Being an okl friend of Rl 74 Shj.li lie was retained 
in 1 he amty and in June 1942 was made Goycnvor- 
Geueral of Axertialjan till Augufl 1943, Ministry of 
War Inspector. June 1945, but retired soon 4 tier. 
Successful in first stage of Senate elections in 
Muraglreh. 

Munaddam give- the imp.-evsion of heing a clever 
tFiiiugh eauiiouv old soldier, unable to rests! ihc 
tcmpiauqb to make money whenever possible. His 
daughter is married 10 Rizft Oavjira. son of Oavam* 

Lil-Mulk. 

115. MaqblL ASm*d 

AppoioteJ l nder-Secretary at Ministry of Finance 
in February 1944 bul resigned in September I 44 
A member "of (he Supreme iiconomic Council April 
]'J45, a ml in August 1945 was scni to United 
Kingdom. France and United Slates, to >Ludy 
economic 11 ml Imancia] uffnir- Minister of Agncul- 
lure under S.i'idl November 1948 Nuvtmbe: I "49 
Member of 7- Ycar Flan Council .April |9>0. 

Onict and friendly. Not a preptwtevsi tig person¬ 
ality and Lvck% drive 9s, co-operative, and R.M ' O. 
ndvisctt have found him helpful. Roth he and In- 
wiTc know little English but speak fluent I ranch. 

116. Mutaddiir, Dr, Midiantihud iMii'tuddiq-ttv- 

SUUaBcuJ 

ftorn about Ittis.v 3 nephew of F arruan Farmiu 
Has ‘-Ctidicd law in Paris to a certain evteni and 
poM’> . 1 - a juris!. Appaimisd Governor-General of 
Fare m 1920, Appointed Minister of Finance in June 
l c *2t. and -.oujihi and obtained authority from Parlia- 
ruent to purge and reform that Mini-try. However, 
during hi- sis monihC tenure of that portfolio he 
destroyed indisciiminjEeLv tlic ginnJ with tlie bad, and 
at (he end the organisation was worse than before, 
as he proved himself cniirellv incapable of making 
reforms Apfsnmtcd Governor-Genera! ol Aircrbaijun 
111 3^22, and in 1923 became Mini-lcr for Foreign 
Affairs for a petind of four monlhs. Fleeted l>cpuly 
to ihc 4th. 5lh and 6iFi u:rn.i> of ihe Majlis front 
fehrun Owing lo hiv oppewitton to the GovcrnmenL 
in tire 6ih term, steps were taken lo prevent his 
elect™ to the 7th Majlis 

Imprisoned and oihcrwise ill-treated by Rtra Sluih. 
he spent the tost few veare. of Kira's reign in tt village 
near Tehran. Headed the poll in the Tehran elec¬ 
tions in I ‘<■44. Trictl unsuccessfully to unseat Sayyid 
Zia. 

Sponsored the Oil Law of IX^ember N44 pro¬ 
hibiting the grant of any oil concession until after 
the departure of alt foreign troops from Persia Stade 
a determined effort lo be re-elected lo 15th Majlis 
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bat, though he ohteined a taige number of votes, was 
dcfeac&l by the candidates of the Iran Democrat 

Headed (he poll tn the first stege of the Senate 
election* in Tehran October 1949, but was not elected 
in the second Stage I el .i dcput.il i on of twtniy 
"National Front “ supporters, who tods ' bast in 
the Shah's Palace for rive days m October 
a protest jBflinsi the conduct of ihe Huh Majlis 
elections Headed the poll in both the initial Tehran 
16th Majlis ejections and the re lidd tttei in Febrtfflfy 
19^0 ■ with him were elected seven other members of 
h.s National From. He has built up a considerate 
position for hinwdf as the opponent erf the Colui and 
the Oovertimeot I'ufartunately he do« nut seem to 
have any constructive programme A skilled orator. 

117. Mirrftliirmfftfri Mi Atbar 

prciidenl of Provincial High Court of l sums 1 
and 7 in Mas I'M 2 . Was suspected of pro-A aw 
acciviEie in World War 11 and Mas imernei by the 
British and *m* m July «WS not a 

prominent fifth cnfianiiisi and is *aid. by the Mmtsr. 

Of War. to hear the British no ill-will for bavin? been 
intcrneJ. Member of delegation under Mura liar 
Fi r uz which went to Libri? in ]94i* to announce 
leicsncnl between Ccsilral Gnvernmcni and Demo 
crab Member of Qavam-us-Sjluirreh’s Democrat 
P;I ;y . 1 ? 1 ran l ’46 Me mber of li lections S-uperv isor* 
Council b? 46 . Appointed Governor-Genera! of 
Tehran in October 1946. bin did not take up the 
irtm»tnime!ti owine lo his inclusion tn Qavam-us- 
Sajtinch's C abinet of October 1946 a. Minister o 

JU Dropped from Cabinet in June 1947 and appointed 

Governor-Generak of Tehran. Relieved of this 
appointment in January 1948 

US. Mtohtmr, Dre Kai*ll»h 
Formed* an inspector in the Agricultural Bank, be 
has been i**ndated with the Planning 
since it* inception and bet-raw a foundation niLmrct 
TWc Council of .hu *Yer P1«i M»y 1149. 
Resigned August 19J4 r 

Said (o be capable and intelligent 
Speaks French fluently. and English. 

119. MuTarntdin Sfl 

Born about WT Entered (he service of the 
Ministry for Foreign Adairs about ! i ^ r soJ 
,d ay secret ny it varnaai posts’, charge 
at Rome tn 1933, Head of (he Third Fohiical D«wn- 
ment of the Mim*if> (which denit w ith B^ush alhirG 
in \*M and 1935. Transferred in direct he Fir* 
Political iTcparlmcrvl June 1936. Hard-working und 
iinelbteni; a good tv pc of th e younger schcsiL M ho 
Showed kirns** refts&Mbte and cwscienimus in deal- 
ins- with our affairs in (he Ministry I lead o« the 
Department of Registration of Land and Djrcumertts 
un’itr the Ministry of Justice March 1938. When 
the Minister of Justice (Malin-DaffUifil ****“*?£ 
Prime Minister in October 193*6 he tor* MuYamnh 
with him as Private Secretary 
Muriel (he sister dt Ohutaffli.Ah Kh.ijcti-!Suri. 
Privme Sccrelan to the Prime Minister in Suhaibs 
C’ 4 ibinet of l l H2. and became Minister w P'^is and 
rclegniphs for a few days at the end of Oavam-us- 
SaltaneVs Cabinet Fcbru*0 1*43. Was "Jj*'J 
chance of (he Road lraitifwi Bcaid tn 942 «4 
p34?. Appointed Consul-General at Delhi Jab 194.. 
Member of Advisory CPurtCtl of AngJo-Fersan 
luMlIlUC 194^ . j. iQJ-r 

Became first Reman Am4>w*»doi to India 1947 . 
Appointed to Hakim is Ctbhwi as M i«mn of Knids 
mil Commufticalioris January 1948 but did not accepl 
office. Also refused Hk*hir s- offer nf officer June 
144k. Resigned his ambavuidorthip in November 
1948 jis a protest ac dfpl conditions in Pef’i 1 
Honevl SpnH French. Italnta ind a little l-ngnsli 


JJO. Nahflvi, 1 aqi |Mu 4 )K^-ud-I>uuWf) 

Rora m Tehran 1832. Joined the Miafclry for 
Foreign .Aflairs in 1899. Consul nit Raium IW 8 
Consul at Ashkabsid 191U Kargu^f iGovertimeni 
agenll at Meshed in 1912 Consul-gem:ml .u t ifh* 
1919 - 21 - Hun served as consul-general in India 
Minister for Foreign Affairh for two months in Sa>yid 
/ r L*\ Cabinet of I #21, Consul-general in Syria I™ 
Miimtcr in Iraq I9.il 32 AppomteJ [iKSidenl of the 
Iran-Soviet Caspian Sea Fbiuencs. Company re.. 
Minislcr at Urusscls August 1937 Recalled August 

' ^Hcad of the Caspifll Fisheries Board again 1940. 

A difficult post whivh he seemed to occupy with some 
success 6 c kuertvs Russian* well and wav often abie 
to frustrate, by a link diplomacy. the Russian pHns 
n> *j,.un complete control of that midcrluking. 
Appi-antcd minister at LKbon Cktober 1^44, but did 
eh.l proceeJ as (lie plans to open a legation there felt 
through. In November 19*6 left the Caspian 
Fisheries io become minister at Praguc- 

\ corpulent tiUk man. peaking French Rusaian 
and English Wu* well in with Vaimurtask but *ur- 
vrted (be latter's r.dL Suspected of making irregular 
uve or customs privilege while employed abro-nU 
Quite n well-disposed person, though not exceedmcly 
intelligent. 

131 . Nafid. Itnbih 

Bom about 100$ Son of Dr. Mu'adib-ud-DoiJlchlt 
LducaEed, Toulouse University and Pari*, qualifying 
as un engineer Completed practical irainiiip in me 
UuiieJ Stales (three ycarcl, CMchoStawm 1 '•* und kter- 
m«ny On return to Persia w.l* £uupl-;ycd ■ ;i 
technical cupcrl in the administraiion and mj. : .o:e- 
ntenl of State factories and was for a time direct o' 
of the Tehran Small An® Factory I hcn employe. 

Difccior-GcnCral in the Mimslri of Industry and 
Commerce where he became increasingly interested 
in social problems and employment conditions. He 
drafted the first Persian Labour Law approved by 
the Council of Minister's in May 194 6 "in 
appainici Umlnr-Spcrmary of (he newly-formed 
Ministry of Labour and Propaganda, (0 which 
labour fimelton* previously Promot'd by Minify 
of Industry and Commerce were iransfcrred m Ma> 
l*i40 In 1947 sucueedBd in MipurtitinL; propaganda 
funutioM from Ministry of Labour. It was 
enorab due M> hb enthusiastic ami instfienl dlii® 
tliijt (he Labour Ijw wa* finally approved tty MHoal 
vote of (hr 15th Majlis in June 1949. Has reamed 
Umkr-Sflcnsary. Minislry of IralKmr. desp*k 
enmity of the recent Minister of Labour. Gnulam 
Husain Furuhar. 

He shown a wide Interest m *'Ku! «rvu:u.> •'.i.eiher 
cvr not within (he othdoit scope of luv Muii'try. in 
|94S he ustahlisherl itu csperiincntnl trade tuimmis 
centre in lehr.m, he wotL* hard u* the Rnyjd 
OraantKilion for Social Service, and he h« inspired 

;m I’mbrvotue co-opera live movement in Pe wi 

lie hivr paid numerous visit. to Eimipe, (o Londo i 
in |4 j5 u\ study the ifnanisaiimi of the Bniish 
Ministry iff Labour and National Service, and to 
iniernaiional Labour OiganiJ,atkm t'oiifercnee* m 
p.j ris ( 1045 j. Genm 11 947 1 , ticnevu 11 94^ i A era 11 
Admirer of British .ichieve n«ru* m mxiaI nod labour 
spheres, and pro-Briitsh in *o lar a* tins doc' not 
conflict with hi* viiong nationalism I xiremdy hard 
working. cOU-sdcmious and appsrentlv bemesr by 

Persiiiit Nlandard* he is a poor man, HirouRn u 
Lite f.itlier who was in charge the Sfiah s vJus.i- 
rjori. and hh second wife who was a Fitly-in-wadin™ 
to Princess Ashraf. Nafisi has close coniact with the 

Royal Family. , , . . 

His first wire, by whom He ha* a wn born a^sul 
| 04 ’< anil rwNW 41 whoo! in Switzerland, was drowned 
at Geneva in 1947 In l ( #48 be married (be niece 
iff Mustafa Adi (Mansur-os-Siliancbl 
Spcoks fluent French anil Fiigush. 


L 22 . Nuttsi, Ifusan Otushumif-uri'l^auleht 

Third son of (be late Dr. Na^im-ul-Alibba. Born 
in Tehran 1896 Eiditcatcd in Persia and went io 
France in I90D. wlsere he graduiEod from the 
Lyccc Henri IV. Returned to Persia in I J I4 and 
joined Luc Ministry' of Finance. On the *kdl of 
that Ministry nil 192L when he was appointed 
Director of ihe inspection Ekpartmcnl «ff ihe 
left ran S l tmic i pa 3 ity. Le ft for I-Ya nCe i n i 932, w here 
he siudied law for vwo yciir*. Obtained Rte degree 
of doctor of I iw from the L’nivL-rsil* of Pan*, and the 
diploma of (lie School of Poltlical Science, Returned 
to the Minoln iif Finance for two yea®, in 1^25 
Assisi mil lo (be procure u r general of the Court of 
Appcol in 1927,and in 1928 president of the Tribunal 
of Commerce. Joined ihc staff of the Angtodraniun 
Oil Company as legal adviser m 1928. Visited 
London 1029, Left "the company’* service in 1930. 
jiiJ -.cs up private practice as. an. advocate in 1430; 
hui remained the company’* lawyer. Has otic of the 
bc^t Ie.uiI practices m Tehran Visited London again 
in 1933 and 1935, 

Minister of Finance in Funighi 1 * Cabinet l s 41, and 
did good work in ihc iEifficuti task, of reconstructing 
the couniTy s finance* on n new basis. Resigned with 
that Cabinet early in 1942. Persian Government 
representative to International Rank m l tJ 46. 
Appointed Financial Adviser to the Prime Minister 
under Ojn am-us-Salbmch auiunui 1947 and charged 
with prepfiiration of preliminary report on Seven-Year 
Fian Within ofle month product report which was 
hudi iff subsequCiU Icgidmiou. Posi as Financial 
Adviser abolished January 1948, but be remained 
chairman of Provisional Planning Auihorilj until 
the e.id o izc icar when be redgneJ after disagreeing 
with Sa’itlV Cabinet over the .staffing 4 the Phinning 
Auilw'.-ji v Was appnin icd M cm be r of (he C ounci! of 
of the the Seven-Year Pun May 1949 and Managing 
Duccio, of the Plan Augur 1949. Succe^Tul m first 
>mge nf Senate election* in Tehran October 1949. 

Married the daughter of Amin-ud-Daulch in 1931. 
Speak' 1-nglbh and Freoeb. A very sensible nun, 
with, a ^i|in4 knowledge nf local and French law; 
h;i* I'l-jii very helpful on many oeewiem* in dii* 
embassy on legal poinfii, 

113. Nafisi, S» k id 

Second son of ihe l.i(e Dr. Nn/im-ut Aftbba. Bnni 
in Tehran IS'JJ FilucnleJ in Persia and later in 
France. Returned to Pcfsm ifl 1911. and wa* em¬ 
ployed in ihe Ministn of the laucrioi Transferred 
to ihe Ministry of Public Work* in 1916, where lu- 
held different ’posts till 1 927. ^snee then ha* been 
professor of ihe Per*iau language and liieraiurc in 
various school.* Ha* also done *i cotvl dei! of 
journalism Tor ihe Itfito'ct, ihe Journal dc T&dtan 
and oihcr new-.paper* Was sK 1 - 1 active in promoimg 
the first Pcrsinu cinema film, Has a gieai reputation 
as nrom writer Author iff a lik at the pnNet R ud.ikt, 
and 'if a French Pe^i m diclionary. Published some 
viokmK anli-liritUh artickv in ihe local prw* when 
the D'Arcv (’oncession was cancelled. Has a cerium 
knowledge of ihe Pahfovi knguagt. A nicmbci of 
the Iranian Academy (FarliangistanJ. 

■\ schular iff sorts and an active propagandist of 
pro-Russi-m siews Vi*L(ed Moscow in aulonui of 
1945. In the litter pari of 1949 and early 1950 ha* 
been in India in connexion with the '' Peace ihrnugh 
rducuiioit “ movement. 

Proniir.c'it in the Soviet-Iranian Cultural Society 

124- Naim. Mml-Omdm 

Bum in Tehran 1893. Son of the laic Nujm-ui- 
Mulk. a noicd astremomer. 

F duelled as the School for Pol it Lea I Science at 
Tehran. I nicrftl the service of the Ministtry for 
Foreign Affairs in T9M Clilcf DKOuntant nt the 
Miiff*Ery 1920 24. and again from 1426 28. Tran*- 
ferre I co the Ministry of Finanet and appointed 
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Director-Genera! liacrc in 1930. UnJer.Scvr^Lirj to 
lhal Ministry in 1 933. In November of that year 
4 pps>lntcd minister t* Germany. Minuter in Tokyo 
tarty 1940; iccallad on rupture of relations 3 941 
5 :iid :i' have Lvvpft^se.l admiration 3or Japaiioe 
mcinud--- Ambassador ai K;tbul 1943 46. 

Hi* Majesty’s Minister. KabuL reported Him he was 
friendly tiui ineffective, hi* co-apdration with His 
Majesty's Legation being adequate but no mote. 
Lhidcrstands Fugbsh tolerably well Minister in (he 
short-lived is.'ktsm tiovernmcni m tJic summer of 
1945 but bad not left Kabul when t'n,U Gove nun j,nt 
fell. Minister for foreign Affair* in Hakimi's 
tahinei iff November 1945, He did his best to deal 
with t3ie A. r L-;huij:tii crisis but the difficulties were uk« 
great for him. 

Minister of Finance in Hakimi's Cabinet Decem¬ 
ber lv4?-J Line 1948, Member of the Cotmdl iff the 
Seven-Year Plan 1949, UeetcJ fr^m Tehran 
October and resigned from Stven+Ycar 3'i j n on 
opcnlnc of Parliament February I960. Mentioned as 
possible Prime Minister March 19JI,) hm Maili* 
opposition was too stroUE- 

125. Nukhu'i, Mubummad 

Ehnn abom Tf(52. Educated m Pci'shi; speaks 
French. 

Secret m of the Persian Legation in Brussels from 
E92S for some sear*, and then remained in Belgium 
teaching Persian Also studied liw. .and even!dally 
returned to Persia lo join the National R-ink si* hi-id 
of its legal dcpanme.il. Later Lmnsfcrreff lo (he 
Mini ary of Finance a* private secretary t.» ire 
Minister K'lencral AmlTkhusrdvif- 1941 bceime 
president of the I-sehunge Commission. At the cad 
iff LM3 private secreterv to the Prime Minister 
(Snh:nli>. Hus vKited England, mid hi* thesis for his 
dnsjEoraic was a dissertation on Lc Pthr^h' e« tnm. 

In auitimn 1943 bclN-’J (o organise Cnvenunctn 
Employee*' urtd TcnanU' Association. Ehehidcni of 
Association of IrJrtian graduates iff 'Belgian Hnivenb 
lies. 

Minister of Commerce in Safid s f«on*tnuted 
CaNrajt L*f August 39-14. Minister of \ericulture in 
fi-iJrV Covernmenl mi 194^ Minister wtlhout Pori- 
Mki Niwcmbc 1949 and ilicn Minister of AitricuF 
ture Linunn 1950 and of Labour February 19^(1 
under Sa’id Coni niiicd in lids last office under 
Mansur \pril I9S0, 

Capable. Intelligcnj and wdl-di*p<ivcd toward* hi-, 
Rrolher of Dr Husidn Qtld*. Brothcf-indaw iff 
Najm. Married a Reiman while in Bru**ek tot 
medical ircittnenl 1949-50 


126. NUkHJLvttn. Muhammad (Amir Muva^aql 
Gcuerml iSii»atiH»fR 

Bom at Tehran aboin 13*1 His father wa* an 
officer in the Ohvick Brigade. Educated pirliy in 
the Ruv*un Milium School at Tifli*. On hL return 
to P L piia lie joined the Oi**mdt Hriejsl - Director 
of [he Military Acadcmv at Tehran in fc °2 2. as u 
reward for lovilty lo Ric* Shah, he hud previously 
hecr cnenged in ihe righting in Culan vrilh the 
BsffihcGk* and Kuchik IChan, In 1928 iippm'W -- 1 
y.-iin ’ Chief of (fie t lerenE Stuff. Actme Mmcvkr 
uf w.ir in August 1934- iitteined Ihe rink of Amir 
L ;i*h£’if in 1935 Relieved of In* funrtions *s Acting 
Mini--ter in April 1936. Hend iff the Persian Stiff 
CoTkttc from 1 ^42 till February 3949 when he retired 
from the armv on l»ctne nontifiated Sen.itiu Co-' 1 
Tehran. 

An exceedingly stupid, fat man, who appears to 
owe Hi* hi t;li appointment* to * habit iff carrying 
out orders with no comment. Very fitisceptiHe in 
flattery. Openly critical of Russia 

Scvah* Rus-sbn. French. Gamin and a tilde 
Fnelish. 
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ill, N*sr, SuyyJd Ali 

[turn Tehran shout 1890, rf a well-known liiTniJy 
of Sav'.iiiy one of whom wav assassinated while 
serving in the Fi tumor Ministry in 1924. A Govern* 
ment s-Tvaru whose circff has bren mostly m the 
Ftnane; Department under which he has served i« 
Khuzriun and on Vinous impnaion duties. 
Ministry of the Interior a-- AvsiH ta.nl 1943, and WJi 
in charge of the Mifiisirv on the departure ol 
Tub vv tin in December I'M?, AppsiitiEed Minister 
to Chinn January 1944. Promoted Ambassador 
when status of Legation was changed to iliat «( an 
Hmbw. in Frtwuarv 1W- Minister of Posts and 
Telegraphs under Oavam June September 1947. 
Ambassador at Karachi March 1949. 

One *>r the moving spirits in the Persian repertory 
ih.eitre at Tehran; in his youth he was. art actor* ami 
h%\ translated and adapted far the Persian Mage a 
number of foreign play'-, including those of Mohere. 
Speaks Trend* 

124k Nasr P Taqt 

Burn e. 1909. . <r . 

chief of the economic season Of Ministry 
of Finance before becoming the head of the 
Agricultural Hank In 1941 went Lt> United States 
a ; Ministry of Finance delegate on a permanent 
Perd.m trade and finance mission in Washington. 
Wj.> depot) Persian representative Ural on the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund and later at the Inici- 
nationt! Bank, Recently has been working in the 
United Stale* with Persiaci-Amerioin trading 
gf»nip. In the past eight year*, he has spent very 
full- uni j it' Persia. Appointed executive director 
li# Seven*Year Plan May 1949 Resigned August 
W* and w ml to l 'nited Suites* Returned to become 
Minister of National hetmorny under Jwi'id January 
March 1950 

Ht , , lW friend of Finite AWur Ri/a whom 

he assisted in hi> studio in the United States. He is 
keen, intelligent acid adaptable. 

129. Nttvib* SjlfuHuh 

Born a haul Ifc93. 

tducaied in France, . ,, 

Former I v Director-General of Census and Civil 
Rc-u-.lratknl Department,, he became a member of 
the Economic Advisory Committee April 1945, 
Govcrmir-G«ieral of Mazuttdaran in September 1945 
and again in February 1949. In between these two 
appointments he returned to the Census and Civil 
Registration Department, Recalled from Marandintii 
August 1949, Successful in lirst stage Senate elections 
in Tehran October 1949. 

Spsaks fluent French 

lift, Nik pus. VtMK (ArLfulLub) 

Horn in 11496, educated hv the Church Mission- 
,rs Sociclv -u Isfahan and at the American College 
in' Tehran Speaks English and French, Started 
hi*. ciirvCT in the Mifti&tt) l Director nf a 

htx* ami mpoifunl mill in tsfahna. Govcnmr of 

KetnnKlvah in •■««>, 

miner, at Inurnjnuiul Labour CMtamc in ™w 
October i^-15. Governor A teiiera I of Kermanstiah 
\Dv | i46 when he '-ct himself almost unreservedly 
the task of promoting Government interest* m lace 
of increasing Tud’h displeasure l util the time of 
his reoitl to Tehran, he resolutely pursued his policy 
<rf strengthening Right-wing opposition to the Tutteh, 
and where unMStnvnuntahte opposition was not 
encountered. he iMrectcd local affairs with exemplary 
efficiency. Political Cndcr-Jkeretan and Assistant 
to che Prime Minister, Oavam-us-Sail.inch, in July 
1 44&: granted MiurttefW rank September 1946 and 
Minister of Posts. Telegraphs and Telephones under 
■Oavam-us-Soltaneh in October 1446 Resigned 
December 194b to become a candidate for Isfahan in 


the dccLkms for the 15th Majlis; was elected and 
thereafter reappointed Minister Dropped t'rorti the 
C a binei in June 1947. 

A zealous j tminisiraMr and IrauUv pm-Bntisls. 
Incetliceiit. An intriguer, not entirely honc.it but 
thrifty and capable. Appear, to be enlightened on 
matters regarding relations of employer and e nphwcu 

Ul. Nur/iad, Ghwliin Kira 

Bom in Tehran about iKSo. EtliscsifJ in Tehran. 

[- ntered the service of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affair, in 1905 and held different posts m various 
consuUtes in Russia. First sevwlir? of the l:mbi!*v 
at Moscow' In 1923. Counsellor there in 1924. mid 
Inter Charge d'Affaires Chief of a MKlion at thc 
Mini«rf Consul-general at Delhi L9 j a. Head 

of die Consular Department, Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, November 19 38. 

Consul-eencnl at Istanbul Mav l lJ 4i, k ecu Lied 
July 1943 and appointed head of the International 
Relation- Department in (he- Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. November 1943. Transferred Ifl ihe Court 
|94+, On committee of Russo Persian Cultural 
Relations Society 1944. 

Speak- French and Russian, as well :is a certain 
amount of English. A rather long-winded person, 
hut ijinle harmless. 

iJJ. Pahlavi, Muhaittmud Risa Shall 

I lie eldest son of Ri m Shah by the daupiiter of 
Tartuur Khan; ibis lad) was the vv-ShahN ehief 
onnvnrt and was known as the ” Milikfih. 

Born on 26th October, \ l H^. anJ pwlatmed 
Valia hd. or heir-apparent, on 1st January, 1^26- 
I ifucated in Tehran under tutors at lirsi and then 
in Switzerland aL La Rosevv under the direction of 
Dr. VWmdab Nallisi. Returned l-i Persia in the 
hpring of I9?6, Speaks excellcnl French and good 
bitglUh. 

Betrothed in June l*)3St and inamcd Pnrtecss 
Fattfich, sister of King Farouk of 1 gypi, at Cairo on 
I5ih March. 193 C T The nifurh-ic nas preceded hy a 
very pompous [ouroev ihrough Tracj, Svria and 
hgvpt The principal wedding festivities look place 
in Tehran in April, on the couple's arrival, and were 
attended by delegations from mirty cmintnes, 
including the End of Athlone and Her Royal High¬ 
ness prinetss Alice, the l>uke of Spoklo and 
General Wcygand, The only tdlspring ^ one 
dm-eliter, Shahrta?.. born in 1940. Queen I’au/ieh 
tcfl for Egypt in 1941 and never returned. Her 
divorce by mutual consent from the Shaft wa* 
ar!miuri.;cd on l 4 >ih November, Ijiroi allrilntted 
ui fact that her health did run permit her to live 
in Persia. 

Muh.tmni.id Rba succeeded to the thfufle on me 
abdication of his father in September l t;i 4l From 
the lino he Ltwk a considerable pan in public afiaiir, 
and lie showed an unmistakable sign of Ids intention 
la exert his inllucnce in Slate mailers When m 1946 
Lie conceived ;t ^trossit anitputhv to Quvam, Eventu¬ 
ally it was due to Ids active irtiervcntion that Qavam 
fell"from power at the end of 1917. 

His private visit to Britain in July 1 ,J, 4S was a 
conSiderabie success and he created :i givxl 
impfcasioA 

On the 4til February (15 Rahmani 1949 an 
attempt was made on the Shah's life. His escape 
was miraculous and ereate<l a profound impression, 
I tic Shah's bearsrtg on this occasion greatly enhanced 
hiv pfeslige. Hl- then decided to introduce ihe 
Liinutitutional reforms which he had tJCrn contem- 
plillne for over a year and in which he considered 
the primary remedy for the country's, deplorable 
condition lav, and the Constituent Assembly, io May- 
1949, granted him the right to dissolve cither 
Chamber, 
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in November LM l > the Shuh Left fra $. visit to the 
United Slates which lasted for slx week-- From 
1st Ifilh March 1950 he visited Pakistan, kn event 
of great personal importance 10 iuntsclf totik place 
m Mav E950. when, in an impressive ceremony, lie 
attended the r^-lumal hr- father. Ri/a Nhali, in 
a muusukvm especially constructed at ihe principal 
shrine hear Tehran. 

The- Sliah iv well-informed, intelligent and 

emtrageous. Although he lias not the forednlncss 
of his father, whom lie greatly admires, he is deter¬ 
mined lu do his best for his country, and with his 
rceenik increased consUlutional powers it is to 
be hoped that he will develop ;t greater sclf- 
csvnridcues and more LiaLmccd judgment- His 
greatest weakness lk his inability to select wise 
counsellors and his readiness to listen to the advice 
of ilu- lirvicomcr. ittpludang some worthless 
adventurers. He is susceptible W the influence of 
his twin sister. Princess. .Ashraf. and in u dimtnivhiiiv 
de-.'rcL- |o that of his mother,, who is said to make a 
practice of comparing him unfavourably with his 
autocratic father, 

In spite of reports to the contrary, the Shah is 
neither vicious nor particularly interested in money. 
Indeed, since hts accession he has in the hope of 
benefiting his people fredy expended much of the 
vast fortune amassed b> his father. He is ;t keen 
all-round sportsman and a good amateur pilot- He 
is also a very hard worker. He has a lively appre¬ 
hend on of Soviet designs -md is inclined to be 
irritated by American ineptitude. He is still in some 
cutent lurri between a pariiatits for lihetal institutions 
and melhydv which is no dmiht iht product iff his 
SwK-, eduratiijs), and an ardent desire to transform 
the economy of this corrupt und backward country. 
I: relnai^ l ^ to be seen whether Hi.s Majestv will 
develop the patience and judgment necessary for his 
purpose, or whether, under pressure of events, he 
will cucftltially follow in the tbofsteps of his father. 


133. Ph blits i Ro-ral Family 

The folkiwing ure recognised members ni the 
Pahlavi Royal Fanidy :— 

Son* 

(+J Shuhpur Ah Rira 

Bom 1st March, 1922 

He was sent away from Persia mwhi sifter his 
father's uhiscatioji in 1941 and remained abroad, 
nominally completing bis education, until February 
1448. when he returned tmcspectcdly to Tehran. 
During bis absence he married a Frenchwoman, hm 
the min rage 1 1 as not tveen officially fcaigiusd. He 
is reported to be :l man of violent character and 
to have inhertted much of his father's temperament, 
but since his return to Tehran has behaved L|iiie,h. 
In the spring of he began to show an interest 
in political affairs. 

till Shuhpur trhulam Ri/S 

Bum I3lh April. 1923, 

He w-Lih nu fried m Jarmary Fi48 to l luma A “him, 
daughter of Dr. A'bni and eramMaiightei of Vusikj- 
ud-Dauleh. Made a second lieotcTiaiit in the army 
in L94 i' afte.' passiiTg out from the Officers' Training 
College in Tehran. Went on a cavalry course in 
France, July-October 1949. Has, apparently, an 
amiable disposition. 

I Lin Sluib|iur \hilur KL/a 

Born 19th August, 1924. 

He returned 0’ Tehran in January 194# after several 
year* at Harvard University. He has made a good 
impression on those who have met him Went to 
United Slate- -igaLn in. 1948 for medical treatment 
but returned to "Persia on the passage through thc- 
Muih" of iht Bill relating to the Seven-Vear Plan 
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the Organisation for which he wav appointed 
honorary presidem May 1949. 

Began his mittlarv training; at the Officers' School 
at Tehran May 1950 and is likely to take less interest 
In the Seven-Year Plan while under training. 

(jv) Shahpur Ahmad Kira 

Burn 17th September. [925. 

Menially not normal. Married to Sun in B;i brant t 
of Tehran, who bore hon it daughter 10th MaTi-h 
1949, 

£v| Shattpur Malimud Riaa 

Born 3rd Oelnber. |426. Ls now in the United 
Stales at Michigan Uni verity. 

tvij Shah pur Hamid Kl/ii 

Eorn 4tb July, 1932, 

An unruly bay. who three times ran a»av fum 
schtml in the United Slate-*. Finished hLs sehou-lutg 
in 1 sms j tl -|j i> now tn I ciirsn. but apparently irn- 
occupied. 


Dvm^ftevi 

rt) Shuhriukht (Princess} 5hat rf Muis 

Bom LWth October, 

Married, first. Faridun. vm of Mahmud Jam; one 
daughter; divorced; seeond. Muhammad Pahlbud, a 
man of low- uric in. by whom she has two sons. 

] tie Princess is presiLlenl of the Rett Lion and Susi 
.S-ixiety Has travelled in the UnueJ Slates and also, 
last year, in Europe, seeing hospital and welfare work. 

I ill ShahdukliT Ashrai-uLMttlk 

Born 24th October. 1919, atwirt sister of the Shah, 
Married. Esrsl, l y 37. Ali Qavwo, son of Qawim-iff- 
Mulk. divu-recd L947; iww sort, Shah-Rami second. 
Ah mad Shaman Egyptian of g(Hsi family, who for 
some time huv been Director of Civil Aviation. 

Tlte Priiicfiis visiictl Moscow in 1946 and the 
United States and United Kingdom in 1947 to study 
social welfare organsaiicms. Visited India and 
Piikihiari in November !94S ant) L-nrope November 
1949. February 1950. 

Much eriticiscJ for interference in pubiica! and 
administrative nuiters 

{iii3 Shahdukht I atnut-h 

Bom 30th October. 1929. 

Wcm Its sch..H I m the United S(ate>. Returned to 
Tehran I'MS. Acs >mpanied Piincess Shams to the 
United antes again May 1949. Returned with the 
Shah av far as Rotue. December 1949, and there 
married an American medical student, Vincent Lee 
HiLLvcr. April 1950, without the Shah's permission 
Deprived tff Rnyal prerogative, but on remarrying 
by Moslem riles w ,i> apparently forgiven. 

Or the above, the fnlkwritg are the offspring of 
Ri?a Shah\ Href wife 

Princess Sham- 
Princess Ashraf 
Prince All Rizs 

II. i r -;i Shah's second wife vsav Malikdi TlitoiS, who 

wav of Qaiar stock on he; fa Liter’s side. She bore 
tihukm Hr a. but was divorced after three months, 
fin L'J42 she married an obscure ittetchanl in Tehran 
named Zahihullah Malikpuff). 

Ri/j Shah's thud wife was Ismabul-Mulk, a Qajsr 
Princess tlie Giubivhahi family She IvTn.- him 
fmir son* and a daughter, i.r, 

Priflcc Abdul Riza. 

Prince Ahmad Rizii, 

Prince Mahmud Riza, 

Prince Hamid Rizn. 
prinee^H Fatima. 
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134. Pikr^pp, I ’ntii ultuh f Amii-i-Aria) 

Born about IttD. Fin* became known as a 
member of ihe 2nd Majilb-. where ji appear- that he 
was the kiu*thimp4oek »,’»f hre colleagues. In ISICJ 
he obtained (he appoint men t of P&siiii Consul- 
General in C'oRttiiionople, From CtmsuiUinop'd He 
went lo Fgvpt a* ctinsuLgcflirik anil bier became 
Pi i i Minister there until lie returned to Tehran 
early in 1925. In 192S he appointed Director of 
the Russian and 'I urici'.h section in the Ministry for 
Foreign Mia ire. Appointed Persian Minister in 

fto:ut in Diesmlw [928, Appointed Persian 
-Vmhjuaikir to the L.S.SJt. in February 1931. Wa* 
z^-ic lised aho to Finland and Estonia as Minister 
in I4.i: Recalled from Moscow in February 
Appointed Governor-General of Khurasan Novcito 
h:r 1924. Recalled and brought to Telit .in under 
arrest OG various charges of peculation and irregular 
co ride el in February 1942 hui was released wirhout 
trial. Appointed amlMstiidor to Italy late l L M5, 
Left to take up appointment May 194ft Replaced 
June 1949. 

Speaks French fluently Has a Russian wife who 
speaks fluent English 


Charge d'Affaires ai Berne 1443 44. Inspector. 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. September 3 949. 

Spoils perfect French. A very efficient man at 
his job. 

138, Qaraguylu. AB Ri«» tBalsa-ul-Mulk) 

Boru aboui IHHII. Owns property at Humadmj. 
and is a cousin of [he bie Nssir-ul-Mulk. H is lived 
in Europe for a number of years and is a graduate 
of the School of Political Sciences of Paris. Ejected 
lo i he 4th Majlis us member for Haiuadan, 
Appointed Minister of Fmartcc in 1923, though he 
had held no Government office before. Resigned in 
April 1923, aj, hi found that he was controlled by 
Or. Mallspaugh. President of the Government 
Supervisors Hoard of the National Bank of Persia 
1929-32. 

Minister or Justice m Oavj m -us -Siluncl)' - 
C#binei of August I942L resigned in the following 
January without having aecoittplisbcd anything 
valuable. An honest politician, hut much loo old 
to learn anything new or useful, Lives in Tehran: 
used frequently to visit Pari;.. A queer and ccufintrk 
man. with a reputation for honesty 


135. Pirna*ure Hasan 

[torn in Tehran about 1895 Educated in 1 eh run. 
Entered the servhre of the Ministry for Foreign 
Allaire 1920, First Secretary in Cairo 1925. (hurgi 
d A ft-liras in Cairo 1930. Returned to Persia 1931. 
Consul at Bombay 1932, Oui-Vii I-general at Baku 
ivV; Held of the economic section of the Ministry 
far Foreign Adairs 1941. Promoted Direetor- 
Cj-.-n:mI I94J Accompanied Ouvam-us-Sultaneh to 
Moscow February 3940. Appointed Under- 
S. J cr:-nri at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
January" 194*. Appointed Minister to Yugoslavia 
en I 194* and arrived Belgrade October 1444. 

SpeiLv French and sonic English. Seem-* a 
conscientious official. 


136, PervnlL AlraMiirf** 

IJsij-ci in lehrati about Itm Educated m Ichran 
J| the School of Political Science Entered the 
Wrier id the Ministry for Foreign Affair, in 192L 
A judge in the Foreign OlHcc Tribunal from 1922 
to 1424 Second secretary at Brussels 1925 -27. 
Flfsi secretary at Rome 1927-30. tninvfirred to 
i be Department of Cumin ett* m I M31, and employed 
Jh cr; JS chtef if the Import Pc-rmiffi section In 
1933 thief oJ the Popart and Nationality section of 
the Ministry for f oreign Affairs, in 19M appointed 
counsellor nl Berlin, t .onsul-genc-rM. Hamburg. 
193H. Head of Personnel Department. Ministry for 
Forrkn Affairs, April 19,59. 

Head of the second >«unn of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, which deals with Iraq and Turkey, 
[942. First Chared dVAffaire* and then Sinister at 
Bc;ne 1944 48 Munster at Beirut December I 

Married to a German lady, 

Speak* French. A voluble hide man. who has 
a g eat idea of his own importance, and has never 
go'n. out of hi* was to Hive u* any help 

137. (Jatliim. I»r, llU'aio 

Horn in Tehran l m. The second son of the late 
Asidutlih (J.ulirm Musbar ui-Siillatwh. Educated 
in France, ansi holds a doctor's degree Attache 
at Paris 191* 23 His wife is French At the 
Miimir, for Foreign Affairs 1^22 T 11 Scctcniry at 
Ibrne and for the League of Nations 19.: 4-28, 
rtiief of itve League of Nation* and Dealy Section 
„f itw Ministry 1929-32. Cfungc d'Albires at 
Stockholm I9J2- Counsellor at Herne I93ffi 
Director of die League of Nations Section of the 
Advisors Denartnient of the Ministry 1937. u-nd ot 
the League of Nations Department, when that section 
was raised to a department in September 193R 


139. tjaragu/lu. Husain Ah 

Second and younger son of ihc l.itc Nasir-ul-Mulk. 
Regent of Persia, Horn in I90i). EdueiicJ at 
Harrow and BaSlid College, Du ford. MatncU she 
(.laughter of Taimurtavh in 1931: and divorced her 
in 1935 An attache at the Lection in London 
]93l In the vime capacity at Paris 1932. Returned 
to Fehrun at (he end of that year, and -uncc 
employed in the Min is try for 1 ixrign AtTairs, at first 
in the Treaty E5eparimcnt. and from the end of Ptfp 
in (he Protocol Department, Transferred to ihe 
Ministry of Interior at the end of 1937. 

K^igncd fruni Government service in I93S and 
tisok to cluekeii farming- After the tall of Ki.’w 
Shah w-as runt employed in Govcmnieut service until 
he became secretary |u l>r, MiUspaugfl at the ertd of 
1942, and in May 1943 was employed at Uourt, hiv 
brother-hr-bw, \Ja, Ivcirie Minister of Court Accom 
panied ihc Shah to Line I Initcd States December I'i49 
and remained there. 

Charming bui ineffective; hi^ failure to fulfil h^ 
early promise has been a di^PTwintmcm, but lie is 
a he lie vs in Anglo-Persian co-operation. An 
idealist with a certain intelligence and a reputatiiyn 
for honevlj- 

SpL’Liks pcifi^rt English and French. 


NO. Niam-Qurilguelu;, lluvaia Dull tAink Nbaml 

Horn ill 1*83, the eldest son of the bre Amir 
Ni/am A member of the Qarjguriu famiK of 
EI.nn.iJ.ui and n rteptocw of (he Utc Regent. Nuvir- 
ul-Mulk F.duejted in Ingland and Austria. 
Passed through tlic Military Academy at VtefljWi 
and served with a commission in ma Austrian 
infantry regiment For three years. Inherited large 
estates from his father in the of Hanvidan, 

hut owing to h h ahvtllCe in Fnrojv from l c >2| m 
1929 these estates have be?n allowed to deteriorate. 
Was. appointed Govc.mor of KcrmartsHtih by Vusnu 
in 1919. where hv was very popotif on account nf 
hh bonestv uitd integrity. Being j rich man he was 
■m|inMined at the time of the coup tfElai in 192L 
and made to pay 20.000 tomans as the price of hi* 
release. He w.i* ms disguited at this unmerited 
treatment tlmt he left Persia and vowed never to 
return. lYutiiie liis stay in l mope he lost lieavdy 
at Monte Carlo ,md Deauville, ruimurta.-di met him 
hi Europe in 1928. md persuaded hirn to return to 
Persia, which he dkl in 1929 Appotnled Giamt 
Master of Ccret'ionics at the Court in March 1929. 
Sent id Europe on pnvate business for the Shah in 
Match 1930 and returned at the cm I of December 
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A reputation for honesty saved Isnn from sharing 
his friend laimurtashs fall. Grand Master of 
Court Ceremonies (Foreign) 193S. Dismissed iwinp 
to royal irrtlability during the Crown Pnncc’s W‘ed- 
Jing celebrations m April 19.19, jnJ retired to hi* 
estate Jt Kahud-Rihaitp, rtear Hamadan, 

An extrcitidj. agreeable and likeable man. with 
more than a veneer of European culture. K ibe 
ivest iypc "i educated Per.sii.rn, and is noted for bis 
honesty and integrity iSpeaks linen tK French 
German and English, 

Is tremendously rich with ample investments 
abroad. Devotes much lime itnd energy to 
improving the Jot of his peasants Obstinate, S>ui 
great force of character and personality. Has great 
inrtucrtcc in Ifarundan area where ihc is looked ort 
,ii experienced, wise and good. Honest hard work¬ 
ing ami pro-British. In June 1945 bequeathed ah 
liis lands to his peas.inLs and distributed copies of the 
wifi among ilieiTi. Appoimcd the BritLsh rimh;is.sy 
and the Imperial Bank til Iran as twv oF the 
executors. 

141. (Jaxliqa'i, khuvrau 

33t»Fn 192i Y r PUH(gcst son of the late hma'il 
Oashqn'i fStulabud-Deuleh). Wav appointed 
Governor «f Fitu/.ihad in Nmcmher 1943, but pre¬ 
ferred making frequent trips to Tehran to living at 
bis posi. Made ?.diee sums of money by selling 
tiH>nupoly goods destined for the tribes at an 
enormous proiit in the open market. EEectcd ti> 
15th Majlis from Finizabad, Went to fcurope in 
December 1947. Spent a long holiday in the Uniied 
Stoics fI94R 491 where he picked up English in a very 
short time. Deputy fur Fiiuzahad in I6dl MajlU 

The reprobate of the family, he has greai personal 
bravery and recklessness. Inherits bb JaiherN 
cnrelty anti sadiMti, and is credited with a number 
of tccUcvs killings;. Has. personal charm, consider¬ 
able powers of pfcrismwion and a Isoundless capacity 
for making mischief la generally described ;n a 
’■ child" which is intended by some ti> excuse iiis 
circesscs and by others to mean that il is [inie hi 
grew up, 

Khusrau is intelligent but hg» an unganded longue, 
which ctwtiniuUy gels him into trouble 


142. {JaihctiTk Malik Mmwur 

Bom EX)5. Second son of the late Stulat-ud- 
Dauleh Studied at Brave no «■ College, t>vfoix,l. 
Of hawk-like appearance and attractive personality, 
he talks much hut slowly and lendv to repeat 
himscir Speaks good English and German and u 
little I rench. Turkish and lurki. Reported to tw 
loved by the iribe&pMpIc where Nunit is feared, 
Devoted In tribal pursuits of hunling and riding. 
Says that he will do hiv utmost to oppose any 
11 livermncm interference with the tribe and that he 
is prepared to light the army 

Returned to Pcfvia late J949 after undergoing 
medical treatment in Swiirerland 

H.iv great influence amongst the I loir AJlirudi 
tribes with whom he spent many yam uf his youth. 
He !■- very popular among ihc whole Qashqt'i 
cunfcdcnUKirs Mamed the daughter of Jahangir 
Khun tOiidittuli Kuchik l-imily) by whom he has it 
daughter. 


143. 0u4n|u'i. Muliamniait HlMlhl 

Born about 1907- I'lilrd nut of ihc late Naulai- 
tid-Dauleh Studied at Reading Univcrsiiy, but left 
because of chronic asthma. Studied economics at 
Herlm Unlveririty. Deputy in 14th and 15th Majlis 
fur Ahjdeh, Fleeted to (Wauucrti .Assembly from 
Firuzshad April 1949 A voluble speaker Exci¬ 
table and untrustworthy. 


He is known js. ihe merehani" brother. Not 
very popular in ihe tribe—he mirmed. bsi year, j 
ri-L.fi Tehrani girl, another cause For tribal erUiirism. 

144. (Jii'lnja'l. Muhammad Nn-^ir 

Horn UWJ4, The eldest son of the late Isma’il 
Qashtia'i iSaulat-ud-Djiilclo Elected to ihe Hih 
Mailis, as a niL-mber of the Oashqa’i. Ili.haul and 
the rirtwE intlueotiul L’hicftain of his tribe For a short 
tiotL” during 1930. Deprived of parliamentary 
immunuy and arresicd for conspiracy in 1932. Med 
from Tehran during ihe general disorder in Septem¬ 
ber [941 and recovered his old [xisiiion in Fan. 
where he is now the aeeepted hut not entirely 
imdi*piiied leader of ihe 0ashs[a'i. D^es not smoke 
or drink and is a model family mint. Tall, broadly 
built, staring eyes, slight smallpox rtwks on face, of 
commanding presence. A Fasi talker and a good 
raeonlcur. Fond of town society and, when living 
m civilised surroundings, is very reasonable and 
amenable. When lining v^itFi the tribes he srents to 
lose his balance (where nutters ouivide the pauxliiul 
uffalrv of the iribcs arc concerned) and to be easily' 
misled. This instability probably resuli.i from hs> 
varied earlier expericnue-i including impj isonnunt tn 
Tehran with his faiher who died m captivity 

Unlit she summer or 1945. when he evemually 
screwed up courage to come lo Tehran, he scents to 
have been generally in fear of re-imprisojuneilt. Hu 
anxiety to consolidate lus posiihms leads him, at the 
prompting of others, to see in himself a future 
Governor-Ciciteral of Far-,. Prune Minister arid even 
Shah of Persia. 

Speaks a little English artd understands much. 
He had two German*"with him in 1943 and made a 
landing ground, intended For German aeroplanes, 
near Farrasbband, He rebelled in 1943 and wav 
attacked h> troops under Marshal Shnhbakhl but 
tlw operations were very half-hearted and soon 
li?^&l out In April 1944 lie handed over ihc < lor - 
mans who had L.iken refuge with him and undertook 
lo co-operate with the Allies. Was a leader of a 
tribal revolt in Far* in summer of 194b in which his 
brothers, also took pari Afier some lighting the 
OjsHiu'is came lo an undcriitanding with tin- 
Governnirem and peaci was re*iored. ElectetI in the 
15th Majlis hut did not take his seal Deputy for 
Shiran in the Constituenl Assembly April 1949, 
Successful in first .stage Senate election- in Shinre 
and FiruzabsuJ autumn 1949, and nontinated Senator 
for Fare February 195(1, 

Muhammad N,ihir Oushija’i lias made llimsdf 
trihally unpopular by permlffing the greed of his 
wiic (ftudabch Mih:i who wishes to serve .ill ho con 
for Nil sir’s children (ihe eldest boy AmamiUnh 
Khun born t. 1922 ffi. studying in Switzerland: 
the tdher si;ti Jin^t/ bum C 1940 is with ihe 
tribe: there ate several dauithterv who of course 
eotutl for little in the Irihei 


145. D*' 4nn. Ah mail KJai am -uv-Sali xndi) 

A brother of Havan V usurp than whom he rs 
yo linger by a few years. Began his career in live 
Ministry of Finance. Became Minister of War. July 
to October 191ft, and Minister «T Irilenor July U’ 
November 19T3. mid again, in December l IJ |( 
Minister of Finance July to August 1914. and 
Minister of Interior November 1917 to January FH1$. 
Appointed Govcnv''r^General of Khurasan April 
19|}t amt remained tliere for three years, during 
whieh he administereil the province with uniform 
success during troublous limes. Became Prime 
Minister and Mmislcr of Interior June 1921 io 
Jaruian' 1922. and again Frirtie Minister ind Minister 
for Foreign, Affairs from June [922 to February 
1923, BanUhed io tiurope in October 1923, being 
accused <*f having plotted against the life of Ri/a 
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Khan [Run -Shi.hr Wj> allowed to rtSWI to 
Tehran at the end oE I92ff and armed in March 
[929, when he wens to reside quietly on his property 
ll Lihijan .sear Rcvhl 

fam,' hack in live in Tehran at ter the fall of 
Riim Shah- Prime Minister August l'*42, utter the 
fall of StthaiU Worked hard, hut gradually 
surrounded himself with his own relations and 
friends, Tried hard to gain control of the Ministry 
iT War. but failed Lo counteract the young Shah’s 
crtihususiH for (he control or the army. The Shah's 
opposition to him was shown m the disturbances 
of the Sift December. 1442. in which Oavam did 
CHlnmel/ well and undoubted:-, performed a great 
public dsvke in rc'C-stablishing governmental 
authority. Thereafter. however, he became more 
and mure involved in petty intrigues and favouritism* 
and had to resign in February 1943; since when he 
ki.'i been mote uf less openly accused of iKrissg the 
real instigator or the riots of December l ,J 41. 

Bdicted to have been in touch with the Japanese 
taxation early in 1943, and to have received. when 
prime Minuter in m2, mourns from persons 
who*« be knew to he Geminin agents, without mfn rnv- 
tng us. risk was brought to the noiic: of the Shah 
in January 1944. . 

ftecamc Prime Minister m February 194* wish 
additional offices of Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Minister of the Interior His policy was to seek 
reconciliation with the Smcet GovernmenL For this 
nurpose he went to Moscow in February 1946. 

Responsible for the arrest v^l Siiyykl /w and 
Genera! Vrfa in March 1946, probably at Rusmsti 
insistence. In April 194* concluded ail agreement 
with the Russians graining them an oil concession 
in the north, to be presented for approval Co she 
hch M.rilis Submitted to Klbsiwi prewwre to 
-kilo the Azerbaijan problem by coneiUiiiory 
methods in return for which iheKcd J™* 1 * J ^kc 
drawn early in Mn. Duong his fa* year of office 
tic destroyed the autunomow iqspejf p^,, ind 
haijan Dcmral*. broke up the ™ch Pai^ Iran 
iheir affiliated trade unions and established Iran 
rVnuvrjl Party with which he won n big majority 
in the general election held in 1947. thih majordy 
prjdujllv wasted away during the latter half of f J 47 
in D-c'mber he was defeated m the Majlis and 
obCcT Yd reslin in Jaunt* »« to «M to 

I r.--r mcJkat ttntflu-m «L'iututJ I" iiti'-w 

\t o I94H Mwiiiiwd from oven ptiHtics bin nfter 
the attempt on the Shah\ life n warranty for his 
arfC ,i was issued: be immediately obtained, an 

.iwhence of the Shah and then \f^ K^hTr- 
,.:|3 He r>a til S short visit to I ehi,in Nvnend 4. 

i&Ow whuh to rantod l« Earn* 
1r . Cl .rch I1J0 he wMitvw.1 :> .tranjtK ^■•rdetl leiier 

. ‘iiictvinE llie proposed revision of A tick 4 m« ti.c 
Su(ip!em«tnrv ( undanw:ii»l La«s For ihrs he w» 
dtpSSd fll lire liilt.* " H.jhncl fmnreJ to h.m 

™ Imnfuinp. .nmbit.ou- ,«i ron.l '*frot««yhwrt 
.. . ,| ,^rvrii'ii-v »nd competence Me is a J- 1 -”" 1 

5Sta"!ra pnD ^ “ M,s 

\jjjcvty'-- Rfflbiivsy 


‘^sia Kh»„ 

Oavam-nl-Mulk. who was killed accidentally b May 
%l Drtrine the w,r of 1914 IB was very r.endly 
u> us and carried on bts fathers traditional 
of tipfuwiiicm to the pow'erful Q»^ma i BK»J| J 
trihev headed by the late Ismail Khan Siulal ud 

is,, tIi ri ism-' inherited s.i i propertr.'-. f 

S£» ”<K«, w.« »**«££ tetSw 

,l. ■■ ,\nb trihes of chid province, nc 
immcn« .uihoriry ir rhe wolh of Portia « " mt 


oF the t vttfi 1 1 Em of 1921. Hi/s Kbnn (laic Ki7a 
Shah) vs hen Minister for ft.ir met the Oavim at 
Isfahan in August 1922 and expn»$ed a wash that be 
should reside at Tehran: he therefore became elected 
tsi the Maths as member for die Khanisch IA rah) 
iribcs and lhereafter resided a good deal in lehtan, 
lit 1929 a.s a result of various question of validity 
of title to property Ojvuin wus given crown lands in 
Nhiu'tpur. in the nsijhbPtirbwd of Tchrat. and else¬ 
where in she centre of Persia, in exchange for lm 
i'nrs properties, it is believed thne he dto well ou. 
of these UTiUsaetiom. and that tic is tme of me 
wealthiest lamlownem of Fen,i.i at present. 

In ibe 9[h Majlis of 1933 he was a iVpinv tor 
BafuchisbUL He bad also accompanied Riza Shah 
nn several of bis jonmeys, and was generally sup- 
pKsseti K? cftjov His Majesty's full conlklcftct tn 
November 1933. however, on the urresr of (he 
Minister nf War. Sardir As’ad, white in atirodoiwc 
on the Siiab ni the Turcoman rates the Oavam 
seems (o have become the object of suspiciUM. and 
he was placed under arrest with As’nd. __ 

Plavcd his t»rt in the “events of 1941 . Iw and 

hh fatuity at one time '‘toot bast in the Hubvh 
LeBiiion 31 GulheV; ami when Riiu Shah alxlicatcd 
md ^onl t* Isfahan it was Oavam who was *cnt by 
the Government to obtain Ki/Wi signature m dtjeu- 
menls handing over his properties and private ior- 
tun,- to the State and to his son respectively. 

1 ViiiKl India 1941-42 and bought a house ul 

'^sJiu back. to Shiraz to help Muts1i.i 1 Shahbikhti 
w ith his attack on the CteMa'ts m June ^ ■ 

Appointed Govflrn*>r-Gcncral of 1-ars V Men lx 
bu: could not agree with any of the ™Ut,^ 
thicfi. about tribal pohey, and relumed .u T.I . 
November l L »4Deputy f<« bhira? «n iht 
stitiicut Assembly April 1949 Fleeted Scnsior from 
Fans April 1949 

Qavarris influence in site t Jfs of to-Uu) * 
unimporianL Three or fou ; o 
(Brigadier Ouvumi -t'luef of Mice Shiraz Ac. . .d 
apiRiintmcnts tn Irars. however. Hie WuntbCh 

tribes no longer look to him i* “-gjS.Afc 
I be MiKfil icwJency among his own family, " h’wv 
ob-dlntx but not consciences, he J 1 , V. 

^Trd hint with ihc uirooei ^ ^ 

of a dflv ibai i> gone- He himself rkws not wni 
he consek)to of. or will nol admit, this Pa*»f c ,lf 

lm His von Ali Muhammad, married Prills Ashrot 

ss I 


U7 QbBSnk, W« Kernwn- 

I -M! w tre miw .i ■• ■" 

KhurtUshaht Me 

iS- *r.jr,ws-s & 

After Mt. 

v“«,,S f>n'uL Ab*a/ Fw appr«,.m a ielf wont? 


ye-iJ^ CJhyj]basil has worked ori the Iranian Statu 
Railway and is now in the Inspection Departmeni. 
Artu-Cuminiuiiivi P lie joined Uw Democrat Pam untl 
the ISK.I, irtide union immediately on their 
inauguration in December 1946. Became second 
secretary of the trade union and attended the I L.G- 
Conference. Geneva, in 1947 av a workers' repre¬ 
sent tlive. Led I.S.K I. s more militant anli' 
Communist nclivities. louring the railway system, 
identifying tuikh members and msiHiing upon their 
removal from employment with the Stmc Railway 
In winter l L >4B, owing to personal differences with 
Kfiuvrau Hidayat (I be iir-4 mx res ary of ISK 1,1. 
Ui/.ilbriih was dismissed from the l.S.k.l, union 
Since then lie has operated independently, using riis 
personal influence among railway workers and in the 
bara.-trs to draw support away from 1 S.k ) to his 
ram newly formed “'Central Council oF the Federa¬ 
tion of Workers, Pcjvuniv and Tnidcsmen nf Iran.” 
In May 1950 ctaimv to have eighteen vnialt unions 
tn fchran and the provinces iiulIct Eiiv control wnih 
a t£iI hI nucleus, membership of .ihout J.OClO Speaks 
Turki aft<l Urdu. 

148. (J-Lihadian, \llbav fAniir M.ilih^tts 

Etorb .tboiu 1900. von of l>a'Lid Khan, lir^t para, 
nmuiLi chici of the KaHturs, Suspected of being 
pirt-Gernnan in |9(7 IB when Turks and German^ 
occupied Western Persia. Seized power in the tribe 
after ihc murder ed Stibiman Amir A‘lam bs Pasha 
Khan, Gu bad tan’s brother, in 1922. lie led a revolt 
against him, was capitired and imprisoned. Vain 
and obstinate, lie is at loggerheads the whole lime 
with most of bis twn family Deputy for Keitt»n- 
shah in the 14th Muilis. lit early 1946 succeeded 
in forming a union of the western iribcs !0 combat 
the Tudch and the Dcmocrati in Kurdis.tan, Ro- 
elected to the 15th Majlis For Kcrmanafeah. which he 
also represented in the Constituent Assembly April 
|949 r Now Deputy for Kennanvhah tn l(Nth Majlis. 

149. Duds (Nakha'i), Htroiin 

liom about 1892, li radii ate of the Tehran School 
of Political Science, Has held various po<ts under 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs arul was vecrclary 
In London for five years,. Edited, for a >hort lime, 
a small litcrarv review. Private vecrctaTX to the 
Minister for Foreign AFlair# 1924 Secrclan and, 
for a time. Charge d'Aifwires at W.,shingio;i 1935. 
until relations were broken off Accused of having 
abused customs, franchise while in charge at Wash¬ 
ington, Secretary in London March 1937, Turnsul, 
l/mir. 1939 CVvutu«IIot in London early 1943 
Returned in Persia in 1947 AppomicJ head of 
third Political Department, Ministry for Foreign 
AtLiirs, April I94S Direciorvgencia] (Pcrsonndi 
later 1948 

Speaks English and French. A quiet and level 
head cl! official 

150. ttudnuinivk Dr. Wira 

Bom about E90G. In 193* he wav arrested lw Rira 
Shall for making Communist propaganda Fleeted 
Deputy for Lahijan in she Nth Sfajliv Has been a 
prominent member of ihcTudch Party imd the Tudeh 
VI ail is group since its Foundation and was a 
dominating member of the l ndeh E^rty General 
Party Conference m 1944 Edits Lcft-wrng paper 
MnrJum, One of sit editors invited by she MittiMp 
of tnforfiiation to vivit ihc t'ruled Kingdom in i»c 
autumn nf 1943, but did not accept. A genuine (’om- 
muiusf who h not best pleased with the complete 
subservience Lif the Tudeh Purly to the Russians but 
unable to help himself Rather naive. 

IVlicved to have taken refuge in Soviet Embassy 
after attempted asvassination of Shah 4th February. 
1440 Sentenced in death in ttbsrmia May 1949 fm 
activirias Agaicivt the cnnstitutional monarchy. 


151, Rubnunui, Zain-ut-Ahidiu 

Horn aljout Ih^*. one of the Siinis of the late 
Shaikh-uHraqain. a Perviun subject and small 
mujt&hid of Ke/bela. 

RitfllUilU wav educated In tra^ and came to Persia 
about 1910. He wav ,i member of the DernocrtAte 
Party and edited tirsl the newspaper Rut mu mu and 
subsequently the sctnirofficial paper (rats, He was 
eliNtcd a Deputy to the 5lh .md 6th Icrrnv of the 
Majlis. Wav sent to Europe in 1923 on a missaon 
10 publicise Persia, and stayed tniisi nf tin- time 
to FVurv Wjs appointed t iider-Secretary lu the 
Ministry of Public Work?, at the end of 1926 and 
Uodcr'SecreCary to ihc Mmbttf of the Interior in 
April 1927, In June 1927 lie fdl from favour and 
confined hirnsdf to joumaliMU. and accompanied the 
Shah mi hrs jouuiej u> Khuzisisfi >n October 192# a ■> 
press repreientaitt e, 

Ratinam .1 is an nmhtjous man. with plumy of 
“push," Hss great ambition lias always been to 
obtain a Government pour, which he hoped would 
culminate in i minisiejial appointment. With that 
object in view, he discarded his turban and gave up 
his title of M shaikh.” This brought I uni three dill erent 
under-seejeEaty-ships in sutwcssion He is intelligent 
and clever in a certs id sen&e. 

Went to Europe in 3 933 iu purchase printing 
machinery. In ihc summer of 1935 was edited to Iraq 
and look up his residence in Beirot; the Shah was said 
to have suspev tcJ him of plot ting against ihu fdgLEiie 

Returned i" Persia aftci the fall of Re/., ShaFi in 
1941, and resumed his editorship of live newspaper 
fron. On a minion to the ultima oF Iraq in 1 '■ML 
and brought back certain rk»«|es addressed to the 
young Shah. Plunged inte political intrigue in 1942 
and after lieinji disappointed til not iTciny accepted by 
the Iraq fiovemmcru as Minister, became j vent of 
secretary and spy in Suhailr\ Administration. In 1943. 
but mhwi reviitned Minister in Parts |9jj Appointed 
minister in Beirut February 1947, First Minister 
to Amman July J L M9, Returned to Tehran sin con¬ 
clusion of duly October 1949, 

Speaks French and English, 

152, Rail, Million 

Born m Tehran about 1895 Educated in Persia 
and France The eldest son of the lute Zahir-ul- 
Mulk, l- nlered ihe service of the Ministry Foe Foreign 
AETairi lo 14lv. Sent to Swiutrbml as secretary of 
the Persian Delegation to the League of Nations 
ReturrieJ in Pec mu lu I924 r jol! served in the MinMry 
Ltll he was sent te> Paris as counsellor in 1930, Head 
tif the Treaty Section of the Ministry in 1933- 
Minister at Berlin isul! The Hague 1935^ Political 
Difector-Gcitcral in die Mmlsirv fot Foreign VIIjus 
S eptember 1937. Minister at Bucharest For Rou- 
ituniii. Greece, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia December 
1938 

Transferred to V«hy in 1941, and rcliamed in July 
1 94 2 to Tehran. Minuter in Bagdad July 1 'MJ. Am- 
bn era dor to 1 011 Jon rime 1947, 

A very agreeable mam not afraid of hard W'lirL 
Spcakv giood Frencli. Married one of ihc many 
daughters of Famrnn Farnu In 1435 

153, Raxnutru. I inj i Aik (.rnrnl (Sipahbknl l 

Bom. about 19CH5 and iramed at the Military School 
,u Saint Cyr. In 1931. he wav commanding ihc 
2nd iLtfantry Regiment and m the same year he 
became Mifiten Governor "f the Khnnisch tribes of 
F':is> During the following year, he ctmimandcd ihe 
forces opera liny agaiusl the Kurdish leader Jafar 
Sultan In 1941 be was Deputy Cranmandini of the 
SrafT Cnl luge ami an instructor a I the Military 
.Academy He commanded the 1st Division at Tehran 
from October 1941 in May l L >43. Itt July 1943 he 
became Chief erf the General StafT, hut was Ecplucal 
in Scpteoiiber- In January |9J4 he kvatnc head of 
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ihe Sigh's Military Cabinet- He was a jam Chief of 
the General Stuff from April to December 1W. In 
ImK 14-56 in ’.put: erf opposition from liae MinLstei of 
War and ihe Shah, who a i that time expressed distrust 
in him, he was appealed Chief of the General Staff 
for the third [inme, and has held this appointment 
cuntinuuuvlv until now. He was promoted Sipahbud 

in March 1948. _ 

Alter hut appointment u> Chic! of the General bta i 
he wsls closely associated with Mu/affar Firtte _ in 
furthering Ryv.ij.rt interest*. but the latter$. leading 
pa:l ill the iire^t of Sanip Hifari threw him into 
opposition to Fire* and the Tudeh Party and ul 
favour of the Shall, who is believed now to have 
deep confidence in htm. H has gradually increased 
the power and influence of hU appointment to the 
exclusion of the Minister of War. 

Hv is the son of an ei-cavalry officer who is still 
.dive and a ocntetsnrtuin- He has numerous brothers 
and asters, is related to the Kamal-Hidayai family, 
and. by marriage. W Mtoafor Firm. He has two 
younger brothel in the army and one who is an 
cnedwr on the Iranian Stale Railways Wfd who 
studied Ihe railways in England He has several 
children, including one son who n studying in 
America H * wife, who doe* not ipcul any language 
other than Persian, rarely goes out. 

He is an outstanding officer with great energy snd 
determination* anel with a _ reputation « n dis- 
cipliriflf ian He is- clever* Ljuiuk land lict'i^ivc &eici s 
strong nalkmalisL He is ambufititts. and his earlier 
reputation was that he was an intrigue:, ready w 
irim his saiF toanv wind During the lust few ycits, 
however he has undoubtedly worked whole-heartedly 
fnr the army in which he has effected numerous 
uiwwcncols He is well raid, with an tate 
knowledge of ho own and other countries, Though 
he does not go nut more than his duties or interest* 
demand, her h affable in sodety and ba* a wnwr 
of humour, Slorio of his ambition to become \ ume 
Minister have recently been on the increase. arid i 
undoubtedly has considerable support m the country, 
ihounh he also has u number of enemies and many 
people felt that If 8 military man became Prime 
Minnie .i (slfitws diclainrahip might follow. He 
speaks enod French. Russian and German and fair 
English He is lit und active, doc^ not «noke and 
drinks very little. 

154. Ruda, Hi** * , „ , , . 

Burn about Iwn Imprisoned by Rite Shah fm 
opiomute map stealing from the military office ni 
Kerman, tn 8944 was in close touch wiih the Soviet 
Trade Delegation and w as the channel through which 
Soviet help, in the form of cash, paper or transport 
facilities, reached the Tudch Party In the tamtyttr 

becim: » menhe of ihe Tudch Inspection k c,m ' 
minee .rid was strongly opposed M the moderate 
>ficy then pursued by the Tudeh Central Committee 
Appointed secretary of the Central United Coimei 

of the Persian Federation of Trade l isronv 11 udehl 
;iiuL following Louis SailbniN ini io PWj « 

officialty rtCOfjated by the World Fedcnuirm of 
Trade Unmm nv representative rrf Persian wmlser^ 

In December 1946 i-■mpi.imed to W.I.l.L add 
British Trades Union Congress of oppression of ™- 
sian . ke arre*i6 and victimisation. He appealed 
f.v ,1 Vr I r.U, delctMlwn to visit the country |o 
investigate. On arrival of this delegation in t-ebutaPr 
I l >47 Kuion w.'s e timely aswvialed with (he rresident. 
H Ans and the Russian member. Bonsnv, His 
remii ULOn with the Poi.m workers flrenglhated 
* . ihti delegation. Arrested April 1947 on ebae^sv 
t«f high treason in connexion with the Azerhainn 
sAjeisiimm move:!ie <•'• i-.-.I ■ mi F ul ■ *1 ! nnliK’i 
ri*fe in Nownbc: 1947. allegedly through intervention 
OT Hie (hen Prime Minister Oavnin After his release 
trniii prison he avoided the public eye. but worked 


energelically and s|uit-ilv ransplidaliag the fuddh 
tiadc union rnovcmnl and organising a purg^e of 
waverers. Is beliesed to have left for Moscow 
shortly before the attempted awass-inalion of the Shati 
and was sentenced lo death in the subsequent trial. 
r>j ah.wnui. of tudch leyJerv. 

155. SudiH, Dr. Isa (hadiq-i-A bunJ 

Born about m2. Ldiicaleti partly m i.rtiland 
itiure he wb for a uiiiu munshi t< s Profcisoi Browne) 
and partly in America, where he took a doctors 
decree. He j;jh iris career in a very lowlv stalion in 
the Minis!is of Education. R*: to be Diredm of 
Cdixaiiun m Gilaii. Attended an international con- 
jrrc's on cducaiiisn in England abs^tu (429. where lie 
Icei ured modern education ill methods in Persia. 
Principal of the Tejehers' College fCcclc mirtUtkl 
19 ^. 

Mi 11 Uie. of Public liihEik'lmn in Furvigbi's Cabincl 
September I " I I On the resignation oj thm t.’abinci 
iu 1942 became dean of the UniwiStir of 7'chnm. 
Attain Minister of Education in Suliuiii’-. rcshufllcd 
Ca.bind of Deccanbe TM.v Minister of Education 
sn BuyaCsGovernntent of November !9Th Aycluijr* 
nun of Tehran Telephone Company went t" the 
United Kingdom to buy equipment for the Company 
in 1047 Minister of Education under Oavanims- 
Saltrincb June December l lf 47 Deputy for ichrtirt 
in the CWsliluem A^eniHy April 194 s * ReptesoteJ 
Persia at Ihe “ Peace through Education " conference 
m Calcutta September 1949. I'leetcJ fknaior from 
Tehntrt October 1949, 

An intelligent and go-ahead man speaking S ivdisb 
and French' Well disposed toward), Anglo-Suxosi 
methods ^education. T2ie author of seven I work?. 

on education. 

156. Sudiq. Srtdiq 1 ^ lltsl itslliir - ud -Dfluleji | 

fhirn about IS65. Educated at Consigntinopte 
Was ,i sec-clary at the Persian Embassy in Turkey 
for snarls years. Elected n Deputy for labri/, his 
native town, lo the I si Stajlis in 1906. Elected Pros!- 
dent of ihe 2nd Majlis in 1909. An arJcn! Ccm- 
sliiutionalisl he was arrested by Muhammad Ali Shah 
in 1 skiR and imprisoned until January 1909, Elcctei 
a member of die commuitee which wa.s convened to 
tlraw up the ilrctoml Law. Appointed Ministe of 
interior in 19U. Minister of Pints 3 n 1 ri-L4 and 193 5. 
and attain Minister of Interior m l l| >5 and in June 
S9I7. !n the following Cabinet fcu- was n MmiSLer 
without Portfolio. 

Before the war of I9U-IR lie was pro-Russian, 
hut when war broke out be espoused the cause of 
Germany and Turkey, and wav one of the most 
extreme of "enemy partisaiM.'" After the war Hft 
Mujcs-ly’x legation demanded Lhnl he he exiled to 
Sonne outlying province of Pcraia. From that lime, 
with the exception iff a short period in 1921 when he 
w.is a Cabinet Minister wittnnii Portfolio, he liver! a 
retired life and had little or no influence 

Appointed Persian Ambassador to Turkey m 
Januiirs I9.H Returned to I eh ran on retirement at 
the end of 193? r 

Mi piste r witluMJt Poitftdio in Ouvam-us-Sidtaneh s 
Cabinet iif August 1^42. and continued iit tl'^t 
capacity, with vague duties, in Suh-UclUs Cabinet of 
Febntury 1943. Highly respected and considered a 
wit, but' almost useless and senile Dropped from 
Cabinet December I'M.V _ 
proposed Governor-General nf E-Jistcm ami 
Western Ai'erb&ijan. shnuld agreement be readied 
between autonomotni A/crbaii.ni “ Govcmitiient " and 
Centra! Government. Took pari in discussions with 
mivskm from Azerbniitm which came to Tehran April 
1946 but with no oflidul status 
Speaks French and Turkish. 

One of ihe H fathers of the COTsUtajLion ' consulted 
by the Shah hefore sximmoning the Constituent 
AWrnhlv m March 1949, but although he snW for 


[ « 


ekciicwi from Tehran he was run elected Nominated 
Scoiuor for Tehran February 1950 and is the 
“ dintn Cije " of (hal llng-vc. 


settlement was reached has remumod coreMStentiy 
helpful. He speaks loiglisJi well. His wife edited 
a women's newspaper. Batm* 


157, Sadi, ha.yid Mobs in (Sarir-ul-A^hruf I 

Hum Lbnui IH73. An alnu^t unknown person in 
Tdtran politics until appointed Minister of Justice 
in I n?nelu's Cabinet of 7th September. 193? Spcm 
the whole of his previous service in various judicial 
posts under the Ministry of Justice, Has tioeri presn 
den! of die Court of Cassation One of Hh' old 
.school, who looks much better in the turban than 
in a hut. ‘'Mo responsible for some of the new 
sections nf the Civil Code. Resigned September i93b. 

Minister of Juslkc in SuhailiA Cabinet of 1^43. 
Said to have been one of (he pro-German J1 Kahud '' 
Party in U'42. 

Became Prime Monster t'n 6th June. 1945. 
Rv>igttcd October H.r45. During his penod of office 
he W-..IS biuerly uiiufk-jJ bj nil Left-wmc cknienH 
und pcl-uskI of being a rcaetiortary. Did his bys-t 
to resist Soviet cncroadtmenl on NorHiern Pcrsin, 
but the pie,uru was loo strong and he wms tepbeed 
by Hat uni who wus less unpopular with the Russians. 

In charge of pilgrim Liam to Mecca on resumption 
of pilgrimage m autumn 1948, Appointed Governor- 
General. Khurasan. January 1949, 


158. Said (VEinnihi'hl. Mill in remind (Sil'id-uK 
Vinuvlil 

Bom about 1SS5. Educated in ihe Cjulmsu-s. 
Served in various capacities in the Persian eoiwukn 

E ists in the Caucasus; vi/. ni Buku, Tiftis iincl 
,ttum. Acting consul-general ut Baku in 1427, 
Head of the Russian Departnvent of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs in 1933- Appointed Charge 
d'Atbnrc nt Moscow in February !9?4. Minister 
at Riiiiil' June 1936. Accredited ulu,i (o Hungary 
19"3>t. Ambassador ;n Moscow April 1938. 

Recalled from Moscow te» be Minister for Foreign 
Affa irs ill Qiivarti-us-Siliuneh’s Cabinet August l 1 ^- 
Held I he post in Cabinet of Suhaili February 1943, 
In tite running for Prune Minister, being favoured 
fen that post by the Shah 1943. bin (he Majlis would 
not agree. 

Appoinlcd Prime Miniiitei in March 1^44- 
Ru-signed on 10th November, 1944, After 
Kavbrake's arrival he was pcrsfeteiUbf CffMtd by 
the Tudch and the Rwisiarts and was thus able to 
do little during his tenure of office His Govern¬ 
ment's fejeclion in (Xiobcr 1944 '.rf the Ruvsiari 
dentind for lim oil concession broughi alunu a 
which resulted in Sa'id^ resignation. 

Elected to 15th Majlis for RiJ» i yen. 

Member of Regency Council dunne Shahs visit 
to the United Kingdom JuK 1948 and again during 
his visit lo the United States November December 
1949. 

Ikvanic Prime Minister -roam November l l> 48. 
Resigned March IW Nominated Senator for 

Ri/a'iyeh April 1930. . , 

A wry agreeable official, whose Russian ts bettei- 
than Ills Pcrsiail. Hi' must have 41i intimate know- 
kdee of the Caucasus and of Soviet merimcN of 
administration. He has a handsome Llrinan wife 
Alwavs willing to help. Appears Ip haie no 
delusions about Russia. As Piinic Minister from 
November 1948 March 1950 he showed himself as 
wclI-inteiitninAi rather than elTisctivc. 


159, SarlAu Muhammad , 

Appointed Uoder-Secretajj in the Ministry of 
CornmtUMcations April 1944 He- was helpful m ihe 
prolonged negotiations About payment for the use 
of the Persian railways during (he war and since a 
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164. Sajjadi, Dr. Muhammad 

Sorn in 1899 in Tehran. Son of a Mulla, 
Employed in the Ministry ol lusiire by the late 
Daunr and kttcr [raiisfcrrcd to the Customs as Acting 
Direcior-Gcncnl 1934. Then employed in the 
Tobacco Monopoly until 1937. when tie became 
Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Communkations., 
Acting Minister of Communicalious on Abi'v 
ifismi. v:tllI in November Wiv 

Minister of Roads in FurughiN CatHiict of 

September 1943 und then head trf the Tehran 

Municipality in 1942 Arrested and vent lo 
Suita nahad bv the Allied security authorities 

September |9J3. Released at end of war 1939 45 
l>irector of the Exchange Control Department tn 
ihe Minrilr, of Finance in HakimiN Governrcietil of 
November "L t ?45, Resigned November 1945. 

Minister of National Economy under Oavam-us- 
Sciltancb Suptemher Uucemhcr 1947. Again under 
Hjkimi December 1947 June 194S MLmslcr ol 
ftciaJs undci Sa'id November 194!< but clung.'d lii 
Justice March 1949. Lost office with Said 

March I95U. t „ , 

Spent several years in 1 ranee mid speaks Frencn, 
A talkative and clever nun Married his brother s 
wife. 


16E Satlli. Allabyar 

Graduate of ihe American College at ler.rait. 
Born aboui 1900, For some years employed as a 
■^creui. in the American Legation at Ichraii, He 
then entered the Ministry '.■{ Justice, where he held 
va i iouv appomiiiteiiLv as judiie, publie protceuior, 
fte. Was tranTerral to ihe Ministry of Finance 
througu ihe influence -if Davar* and appointed 
director of ihe opium monopoly. and afterwards 
director of the tobacco monopoly. 

Head of the customs for a short time* then 


cooumant-gcricra.1. 

Scm to Washington on an ccrmomic mishion 
.44! Returned id the autumn nf i l| 4: to w 
Minister of Finance in the hope that be would 
work well wtlh Dr MilKpaugh, M he proved A 
ti^CHjoinUnenu quarrelled w ith Dr. Milbpaupli. and 
vas allowed to resign by Suhaili in Mufth T f 4 >• 

Sent on a (’ommervial Mission li^ India Sept-jniKr 
1943 . Member <?f the Persiart Delegation to ban 
FriitK'iseo and spent SHvme time in London on m* 
A . r , h nk to Persia. Minister of ihe Interior m 
Hakimi’s Cabinet November 1945 to January J946 
*'hen be dismissed Ghulam Husain Ihtih.ij, the pro- 
Savyid Mayor of Tehran and replaced Inm by 
Sljrimiin, as Ivin^ more .icceptablc to the RusMans. 

In Hiikimi's Cabinet he was regarded ^ (he 
sc.idcr of the npFpeasemeiU group- Is ^id tn have the 
■;.ir of the American | : [rtbassy where ho brother is a 
Mttnshi. Minister of Justice August 1946: resigned 
LTctober 1946 Succccnful m tirsl si age ■- |-1 ‘ l - 
elections in Tehran October Unffloearful m 

tftils Majli'i dcctions in Tehran but elected r, on 
Kashan Apnl l950, ...a 


t. Siilib. lit. Jnhanchwb 

(torn im brother of AlJahyar Sahh Fduc ned 
the American College. Tehran and in Amen® 
ere he qualified as a doctor m 1933 After po«- 
iduate work in America he returned lo Ters u 
icro be now bolds (be headship of various hospital 
i j, Dram of the F*cuh> of Medicine at Tehran 
iiversttv where be holds the profevsorvl ip of 

F 



















anatomy md eyrureology, Served in the Finance 
Department before taking up medicine, 

dareied to an American. Speaks utid 

French, 


165, Sami 11 , HoUiin ( liriiii-iiv-.Sallallch) 

Born about I87>k y, ojeivl- of Rcsiii Spent his 
early career in (lie Ministry of Intcrmr and was once 
Governor of Revhi. Appointed Mimsier of Public 
Works l«23 Io June N22. In March 1923 he 
hiumr Minister of Interior for three months, When 
the lute Shah he came Pnme Minister in October 
1923. Sami'i was chosen a* hi* assislanl. until, in 
.Vui;u»| 1^24. he was appointed Mir him of Justice, 
Early m 1192 1 , he was appointed Governor of 1 ehran 
.jnJheld that post until lie was appointed Minister 
i.ij Interior in June 1927. Appointed Governor* 
Gcneral of Azerbaijan in May 1933. Grand Master 
of Core:nonie* (Internal! [ C W. Dismissed during 
the Crown Princes wedding celebrations April 1939. 
Ustaftdar (Governor-Generall of the IVlb 1 slan 
(Western Azerbaijan) JuK 3939. 

Am bjy>ador to Kabuli m Returned to lehran 
Julv 1 942 and became Minister of State, without 
portfolio, in Oavam-us-S.iHatielt's Cabinet of August 
1^42 Appointed Minister of the Interior by Suhaili 
in July 1943, esteissiblv in order to supervise iiie 
elections to the 14th fAajlis, but he soon resigned. 
President of the Farhangistan (Academy! at Echmu 
1943, Grand Master of Ceremonies 1943 l y 49, 

Went to Russia nt invitation of Soviet Govern 
mem for anniversary of Science Academy in lash- 

kend ms. _ . ya 

Member of Rceeiwy Council during Mum i. visit 

to the Cnited Kingdom July I94K, and at die >,nue 
tun,- A-unji Minoici of Court fX’pUly for Hewn 
tit Constituent As-cmbR April. 1949. Elected Scnutoi 
for Reshl September l«49 Also urnM in first 
SUCC of Senate ckctiins m Tehran October 1449. 

Samil is a pkas-mi man, but of hulc influence 
He is not wry ciWFfMsC nor highly intelligent He 
h pea he a little French, 


164, Saoiali, ffmwiH 

Bom in Isfahan I KM Brother oi Hunuyun 
Savyah. 1 J treated at Momww, Entered the service 
of ihc MiiiiMn Tor Fdfcigii Affairs in 1916. For 
.some lime a judge in the Tribunal of 
Commercial secretary at Moscow- I9_ -_(i A 
director of the Caipiw Fisheries Joint Boajd 
mvi u Oner of the Russian section at ibt 
Miniwv in 1932- tn charge of the Eastern Detri¬ 
ment 193? CoiKtil-Bciwril at IX- 1 rut March 1934, 
Miniver at Wur&w June 1936. 

Minuter of Ps»t* and Tdeynplhs in Furughis 
Gihinct of September 1941, oM was ntOH itclpfu 
to ns. Again Minister of Posts ,Jld retejjjAsin 
Oo.im-uv-Salianch's Cabinet of August 942 until 
lanujr* 1W Minister of PaiLS and Telegraphs 
grain IXxenrbe: 1*43. Mimsier of ( Wniminic.iltom 

,, Cufetact Much ^ ^ 

panted Qavsm I« Mc^>w «n Fcb™*0‘ 

;; r.^'.vxr.wf ^-rSr«? 

f.mimire; and Industry urtnl Juiic 

appointed Ambassador at Moscow November I 4 - 

n - .iUi April 1949 and appointed Mnutter or 

»ATm« l«w r5wfa«d Mto««y <* 

Rmids September 1949. Dropped January 1950. 

Swmh^Frerreh and Russian, Married his cousin, 
patimeh Khan uni Sayy.ih, but a fief wards divorced 
htr An agreeable hut not a bnlhunt personality, 
EL knows 'too much about Rwdun meUwdt ^ 
i; Sine towards boUhrvism A good bridge 

player, 

l ^Bom^Sout K lX L C A family of Turkish descent, 
sometimes calling themselves Sayyih-Sipanto. and 


no: related to Hamid Sayyah. Served in the 
Turkish army in the 1914 Hi war, uod taken 
prisoner by die British troops 1917. I hen employed 
m ihc Caucasus where he had various adventures 
in i >,J 2 i] and 192.1, A strong supporter of Snyyid, Zia 
in the latter’s coup ifEial of 1921, and when the 
Sayyid fell he lied wdll him to Swit/^rUnd. 
Returned in Persia a hour 1423 and was imprisoned 
by Riza Shah for some time. Then employed under 
the Ministry of Industry in supervising the facitmb 
at Isfu-Jiim " Was also'Ln charge of the l ine Arts 
Department si that place I"41) to t'*-'42. hell under 
suspicion uv proGcrmin owing to his relations vs ilh 
the factory engineers, most of whom were Germans. 

3 onslerred to Tehran 1942 attd pul III charge of ilw- 
glycerine factory. In 1943 employed by the 
Americans in chn price siabilisallon setlion of the 
Ministry of Finance. Appointed - l Rabfd-lntizaniai " 
ot head of the ivrLMJiisaimn section of the Ministry 
of Interior 1944. Ka&fli Say yah is well known as a 
strong iippeutcr of Sayyid /,in. Hi> appointment as 
M Rjft-i lntizamat;’ therefore, raised an outcry by 
all Left-wing elements and by llvw whi> favoured a 
px>lic> of appeiiseUMnt towiiTd> the Rus>iuiLS, 
Appointed one of the directors of die Tehran Elec* 
tricity Company 1945. Dirtxtor-Genenil in Minfelry 
of Labour and Propttganda April 1947. 1949 

employed in the Factories and industries Department 
of the'Seven-Year Plan. 

V hunt of the world, capable of good work, end 
claim-, iji Ere well-disposed towards us. Married to 
a Greek 

166, Shafis i, Isma il. Atejor-Gencnd (Soriatfcg^r) 

Liorn w Tehran about 1885, Educated in Persia 
and Russia. Joined ihe Covsaek Brigade in J9IQ. 
Appointed chief of the arsenal in ! 1J 22. Visited 
Europe m 1923. and again in (926, in coruicstiin with 
the purchase of machinery for a new arsenal. Prn- 
moteJ brigadktr-general March 1932. Went to 
i uropc Lltat year to purchase miliimy stores, 
("cased to control: the arsenal in 1934 on goiaijj to 
Europe, where he remained, usually nt Berne, os cidef 
of the Aicsiv Purchasing rommission until 1937, wlicti 
he teiurnei to Persia, 

I mployed at Court 1943 and suj.wmscd the mnis 
and powder factories: his services appear to have 
pleased the Rus-.mh-. 

Minister of IndtLvtrv Decernbei 1943. Imt in coping 
with a strike had the misfortune accidentally to kill 
one of the sinkers Resigned March 1944. Military 
attache to Moscow September’ 1944 Relumed with 
Ovjtn in February 3946 Deputy Chief of General 
Stall November 1946 Placed on retired hsi lime 
194U Believed in have been Ra/maraA go-between 
with the Russians. 

Friendly, but rather formal. 

Speaks Russian and German. 


167. Hti.dibahliiL Muhaiuiiutd. Ciciwrul (Sipahbuil i 

Bom about 1887, the son of a pcis.inl inhnbiiing 
the \ iHuge of Khtihar. near Fchniu, but has now- 
been heard to devCTibe lumsclf as a native of Arcr- 
hritiati, pv>ssiti]> to cover up his humble origin, 

He enlisted in the Cossack BriEmde about l ','0 3. 
dwtinjuisbed hiuwclf by bravery in the held, and 
received :■ commission En 1914 he wevs a captain 
He attached himsdf lo Rieu Khon, whose influence 
wiih General SbrKJssekky secured hmt promotion 
, n the rank of coIcmicI in 1919, After the ccMp 
r Iff {if of 1921 he wa.s appoinleil to command the 
Abort regiment of infantry, In I'+25 he Was pro¬ 
moted hngadier and eiven command of an infantry 
brigade in Tehran In 1926 he was sent la com 
ma'nd the western division, hul was recalled in ihc 
turino of 1928 for corruption; he was uppeunted 
shortly afictwards to command the Persian troops in 
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Kurdistan, In Decern be, 1928 he was sdU to com¬ 
mand die in nip, in Furs, but was superseded hy 
General Shaibani. 

Appointed to command the troops m Azerbaijan 
in |‘0.12 Promoted to the rank of Amir Lushgur 
(major-general) in Match Of that year. Transferred 
to Ahwav as eencrflt ollivs:.- commanding Jantiury 
1939. 

Apru'inteJ comtnande: of the wesiem force-* 
October 1941 with the rank of general feipuhbud) 
ConlrulJcd the Ktfmattnhah area p/dty thofoufbly. 
icnoilng couipletelv ihe civil governor, lilt lie was 
ImnsferrcJ to l ari to qudl (he Oashqa'is under Nasir 
Ouslnps'i in Februar; I'M? He was not very 
success.'ul in that campaign and after the defeat of the 
garrison ul Simirum in July 194.3 caiue to Tehran 
to report, .Suspected of taking large bribes when 
at Rermcmshiih and again from she Gm-hqu'is 
Placed on the reined list October 1943. Recalled 
to acliv-e h'l 1947. Appointed Inspector of Doop* 
in Ancrbaijan, which appointment was changed to 
Cvimniin-dcT-in-chtef o r " Forces in Azerbaijan early 
in I-149. Thought somcw h ai an ogam, he E't a very 
charming old man and has a great reputation in 

Azerbaijan. 

An almost eatirely unchutatod survival from ihe 
Ciisiiicli Brigade, resembling in appearance the more 
famous product of tliat corps, ffcijra Shah- 

f I is. activities and streniriJi of charticter have made 
it hitherto iaipossible for any strong Governor of 
A/erharjan m eo-c\i>t with him E 'p till now lie has 
always come oil best, but his dayis of authority are 
ihoughi to be numbered. 

1614. Shulmikh, Bahru mi 

One of the *\x soils oC .Arbub Jamshid Shahtukh. 
formerly /oroastrian Deputy in the Majlis and 
murdered bv aaitr of Ri?a S,3iah ilurirg the last war 
lie has studied in Germany and has visited tlrtglaml 
sevem i times 

Married to a German, bj whom he hus three 
chtWrc i During the wm he was in Berlin and con- 
stiuitei himself leader (if the Persian colony ihere, 
dkpljving sirortg pro-German sympathies. For a 
considerable (in« he hrmdcasi m Persian from Berlin 
radio, his talks being listened to eagerly in Ptrsts 
on account of their eloquence amt vitriolic invective 
against the British In ihe fatter days of the war 
lie saw which way the wind wa- blowing, left Gut* 
many for Turltcj and completely nbaiuloncd his 
German friends. " After returning to Germany for 
several months he- decided to scute in Persia, He is 
agent for Genciners and is trying to obtain agencies 
for German firms. 

In ad Jit-, m to his commercial activities Shahrukh 
Mh'j. a keen intcftsl in politics having ffltn&ycd to 
^ 3 in (ho coniidenoc or many prominent politicians. 
Appointed Director-General of Press and Propaganda 
bv S.VhI September 1949 and despite much npptwt- 
lion from (he m ess and Other circles h;ts held on to 
the post in wlireli 111 * has shown comrttertdahk energy 
and zeal He is clever* ctmhdent end his dltsqutrevl 
career ^htiws him to pm-sc^s considerable courage add 
an iron nerve. In spite of his Tupropcan upbringing 
he k ;i genuine F^ersiim at heart, combining consider- 
aisle patriotism with tinlimilo,! vanity Hh polidcjl 
ambitions ate much hSiupcK'J 1^ his being a 
/omsistrian. He still hanker'- after national 
socialism which he thinks may have a future in 
Persia Vow claims to lw Strongly pro-British and 
pro-American 

Speaks evccllenc Cioman. English and French 

169, ivhmm-uf-Miilk A ra’i. Am tin Mali (Sbahab-ud- 
Ojulehl K.<\V.O. 

■\ Qajtu prince. Bom about 1880. Educated in 
Persia, For many yearn employed in the Telegraph 
Department. Govcmor of ^'cird in 191 L Minister 
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of Pissts and Tdcgr H phs 1914-S5. Minister of Public 
Works |9I5. Master of Ceremonies, ai the Court 
19^2 25. Governor of KermansHeh l y 29. Recitlted 
1933. and appointed Governor of Rurdistart in 
October 1954. Recalled April 1936, owing. i( is 
wild, to having iiivurred die displeasure of Ihe Shah 
through nor aa:elc:utlng reforms m his province 

Holds rite dtpiuy o! KCVO. received when m 
attend a nee on Ahmad Shah during his visit to London 
in 193 9. 

Governor-General or Fars early 1942. but wj 5 
superseded tn the following summer, without having 
accomplished much. Governor-General of Kerman* 
shah October E946. 

A rather pompous man. said to Ivc a great intrigue- t 
Nil he i> not averse to the society of foreigners, and 
probably regrets the ginxl old days. 

Speaks English and Frendi fluently. 


170. Shud, Dr. All Akbar 

Born 1893. Educated in France 1911 and stayed 
in France till the outbreak of the 3914 war, l ook 
a course in pedagogy t-.mployed as drayoman and 

Pe rsian secretary a T rite French Legation from about 
1917 fo April 1941, At the same lime he was 
instructor in psvchokvgy mid law m ihe Lnivei iLy 
Tehran; later protessoT Went to l ump; ! l i27 and 
twk » further course in France* obtaining a doctorate 
in philosophy. Married the daughter of the late Bay at. 
and so aequireJ wealth. Otic of the Founders of the 
|-rcnch-sponsnrcil " Young PersistTi (.'hub " in 1921. 

Miriiste; nf Education August 1942. Resigned 
front Sufrtjir* Cabinet in August 1943. Dean of (he 
Univeraitv of f'dirgn Minister without Portfolio in 
Bay at A dvvcaiment 3 944. 

Member of Pe:sisiTt delegation so San FrantLSco 

Cnnferencc March 3 945, Visited l nited Kinjdum 
afic^ the conference. 

Invited hv Sov iet Govcmnival t'V s j.sil ! i -h^ent 
for the twentieth anniversary of 1 tie Science Ac ideniy 
there December 1^45. 

Mini*icrof Fducatiw in Hakinn's Cabinet Decem¬ 
ber i #4:. Resigned Apul 194^ iftc beirte attacked 
in ihe Majlis for saying that lhe university should 
Ise free not only from political but al-o ftom rcligioa- 
contml Arrested after ihe attempted ussassioaimn 
of the Shall al the university 4lh February. 1949. but 
immediately released, Successful in iir>t jiiigc of 
Senate clecrions in Tehran October 194- Ministc 
for Foreign Affairs (Sa'idl January February I95 1 V 

An intelligent man With u perfect command of 
French; his outlook is more French than Persian in 
some respects, Always polite and agreeable to udk 
to. Is also able to make ± very gool speech in 
FngHsK 


17!. Sipy(itmi}i, Anudiiivuii 

ftofit in Tehran about IR'JH I duelled in Tehran 
Entered the service of ihe Mmislry for Forcien A lbir. 
in 190? and worked there till Frin. Vice-c -risul at 
Vladikavkaz in 1910. and thereafter rervei at different 
pnsu irs the Caucasus til! 1918. Then chid «' f a 
section at the Ministry, in charge of the Protocol 
IJemrtrnenl in I92h‘ Minister in Switzerland 
1929 33, Undcr-Sccreiar’, at cl is Ministry for E -. ^ipn 
Affoirs July 1933 Al the beginning of 1434 made 
minister at Rome, being accredited ab.o to Vienna 
Prague and Builapest. Anibas-ajor at Moscow lune 
393b LiEitil April f938 Minister. Paris, July k938 and 
also iiccrctlited to Spain so June 1439, 

Ambassador to Turkey !94i>. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs June October 1945. Minislcr for Justice ire 
Oavam's Cabinet February I'M*. Ambassador in 
Piri-s Aucu l |94Ti -yppoimeJ Minister for Fcwigrr 
Affsirs by Oavam jn June but did mol lake un 
hiv post Reeaikd tn Persia February E 'J4K N'rani- 
mLicd Senator for rchrart and also appointed Master 
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of CcFQiKuiiis at the t_oLiri February J 950. Accom¬ 
panied the Shah lo Pakistan March 1950. 

A man of no particular family, he has Rtaiic bis 
way to the top while stiSJ young. Sp^-s^. - 1' rcoch 
and Russian is qutic well .supplied with brains, but 
ii tjftcn too Lazy lo me them On friendly terms with 
SJwh- Hates Russians. 


172* SLpihr. Ahmad tli iMuiwriJdi'UdkDmleii) 

lit June 1442 he was mired up in a German plot 
involving OavamiH-Saliafteh and Husain Ah 
OaraguHu (nor Site some man as No. 1301 Was 
t'nde ■'-Secretary to the Mum try of Commerce and 
Industry at the beginning of 1444. In February 
isfjj b ytime Acting Minister of Commerce and 
Industry. He wat removed Itom the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry in the summer o! 1044 ,nid 
remained withoril an appointment until August 144. 
when Sic was appointed head of pin Caspian Fisbenesv 
a past which brought him into close touch with the 
Russians-. Closety associated with Osvam-us-Salumen 
k& 2 id joined the L’atainfi u-s Minislcf Cswwwf&r 
BUj j Industry in 194b DisniiN&tti from Cabinet and 
banished to KasIhui July I04f>. Permitted to return 
to Tehran D«dirbcr 1446. 

For a lime remained in retreat but reappeared in 
social life after Qavam’s lull m December 1047. Ln 
June ! J4® tried to get himself put up as Prime 
Minister hut oaK obtained the support of a few un- 
importnnt newspapers and was never considered a 
candidate. Successful in the tirsl stage of 
Senate elections in Tehran October 1049. 

Has a bad runic for intrigue 


173. Sukuili, All 

Born about I Educated partly m Russia and 

talks Russian well, also French and a link English. 
His (flier li.is been in various Government iidmtni'- 
trations In lanuarv 1931 '.vas appointed liar¬ 
s’* rettrs at the Ministry of Roods and Commurtica- 
tions under Koismi. 'in September TO3 he was 
transferred to the Ministry for Foreign Almira a* 
Under*Secrrt*ry, when Kazimi. was appointed 
Minister, Suhaih hud also served ns chief Persian 
repress iince on the board of the Caspian Fisheries 
Directorate Several limes Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the absence of lats chief, Munster 
its London March 1937. Minister (or Foreign 
Affairs Mj\ TO8, but dismissed in July, owing to 
the late Shah’s displeasure over .i telegram concern 
ine the Paris Exhibition. Ustfctidar rGovernor- 
Gberali of the Vllhti listen (Kermani Februtfj 

I 039 Ambassador. Kabvl, October 1039. 

Became Prime Minister,, father unexpectedly, in 
Mutch 1942. after basing teen Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in Furuehi'v Cabinet from September 1941 
(during which time he wav the Persian sanatory of 
■he Tripartite Treaty of February 194^1 His 
Cabinet fell in July 1942. parity owing to lack of 
vnn-xirt front the Court and the army. Again 
Prim; Minister on the Ml of Qiivam-u$-Sdta»h 
c..ijminr 1941 once more tinctpcriwbi tins 
time it was largely because Mu'Umi n-ul-Mulk could 
not srand and the Majli-' did not want the Shah s 
candidate Said Proved himself once more a hard 
w^ot but eirried Ihlle weight in the C*m£ 

had to "lainlain himself by S^^ftviSSSS^ 
(ions *’ and politkal dab with Waife pfputiw. 

During 1944-45 he was frequently * ’■iron? 
cand'daie for the Ptectnerdup but wj» ttgWftf 'jg 
many of being tw well-di^pwcd toward v thi 
Sun Went to Egypt m the summer of 1945 
a„VUv made member of the Persian delegation to 

“■52 5-STlffttt l« ror M 
eiiccln the elections for the I4ih Majlis and on other 
political charges, but was acquitted Minister without 


Portfolio in Haitimt's Cabinet March i94S, 
Appointed Ambassador to Paris June I <J 4ft and is 
still Lhere, Also accredited as Minister at Lisbon 
January 1950, 

A very reasonable. mutlrr-of-Cid person, with 3 
businesslike manner. Hard work mg and approach¬ 
able In Jus contacts with His Majesty's Embassy he 
has always given the impression of his willingness 
to help ami to arrive at a reasonable settlement- He 
hav inc reputation of being a Inn Lind of rarely 
keeping Ins word. 

He is universally Mispectcd of having taken a great 
many hribes, lia.s a Caucasiao wife 

174. wrwi, .VIuhum mad 

[torn about 191)0. Served in vaiinuA Government 
Departments, being one of the favoured, young men 
selected by Divar. then Minister of Justice, when 
Ih; revised the organisation of the Ministry in 3 929 
Ha- Iven judge in the Tehran courts, and Under- 
Secreterv at the Ministry of Justice. Director ot 
[he Agricultural Bank 1942, but removed from that 
post June 1943. Posted to the .Ministry of the 
interior to look after it till HazhiFs return. January 
1944 Minister of Interior in Said's Cabinet ol 
August 1944 and again in Bayat’s Cabinet in 
November l L? 44 June 1945. He did well, but 
incurred the displeasure of the fudeb party when 
he arrested the worst of the profession,! 1 toughs ot 
Tehran and imprisoned them in Iters Jar Abbas-. 

Minister of Justice under Fiaktnu December ivfl 
June 1948. Elected Senator from Icliran tXHo- 
her 1940, 

Businesslike and said to be honest. Lacking in 
real initiative* but carries out order* efficiently. 
Brother-in-law of die deputy Mahkmadani 

175. Tuba. Df. Abdul Htwain 

Horn in rehraii abtiui 19I L Educated in mediate 
in England and qualified in medicine and stugery 
after eight sears In Birmingham and at Guy> 
Hospital Real name Fabstatra’i of the Yena 
fjnnl- of that n arise 1 nploycd by the Artglo- 
[raniiin Oil Company as a dextor 1940-4*.. and since 
r ra.(i«in S i» M»a Filled •" ‘V M-g* *“ 
Sain which He atw> represented in the ConstutKtu 
Assembly April 1949 and now represents m the 

ISth Majlis. i • 

A bright young man who seems keen tm Iffit pro¬ 
fession Marled the youngest daughter of Vusuq- 
ud-Daulch. 

176. TubuJuJM'L Hnyyid 31 uha mru,d SMAa 
Sj.imil -on of the !»■» S W ttl Mummouj 

Tebat^l. »ho m i S"!? l |^ UTi ^ 

Nationalist movement of I9t>6 to I9l|>, i* L rn jjj 
Tehran about I&B0 Elected lo *hf 3rd and flu 
Majlises. In close touch with pfo-Gcrmans during 
,ht wat of 1914- 1 H. Emigrated to Furkey in 1 f l h - 
Returned in 591^ and co-operated with Sulamteti 
Mirra in forming ibq Socialist party. J“ 

phase he was in close touch with *5? 
Embassy. Ambassador to Turkes 19^4 
Rce.iHed in TOT and offered a post ^ J^ge m 
the Mich Court of Appeal, but d>d not aKcpt it 
Was. more or lew under arrest for about ten 
in Tehran utuil the fill of Sh » h 

Gnui a ally entered piliiieal life after thatand 
and fostered the “Mill*! party t I*?* ■?2Ll 
Head of the Flection Conrantlec ft* Fchnin 
if) 4 l 44. and himself elected Deputv. 

Elected President of the 14ih Majlis, An *m'un 
addict for thirty years* he frequently Wg 
to keep awake when he was pr&sdmc ovCT . th 5^ } ^ r 
Unsuccessful candidate for Tehran in titeettojw 
15th Majlis, but elected from Tehran to ^ 
siiuiciit Assembly of which he wuv ejected Presu',. iu 
April 194'* Member of the Regency Council during 
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Shah’s journey ro Europe Jub I941S and again during 
the -ShahY journey to the United Stales November 
1949, but declined on grounds of illness. Chairman 
of the Electoral Stipemsinj: Committee for the ihst 
Huh Majlis elections in February 1949. which were 
c&ixtlled. In new cketioru was himself elected. 

An incorrigible intriguer lie stands ehfee to the Shah 
to whom he has always olferol bad advice lbs 
“ hlserai ” ideas are not to be token, seriously He 
and his friends pride themselves, m their patriotism 
and the pursuit of the middle way between Britain 
and the U.S S.R. For reasons unknown he is 
generally regarded as a M national M figure. Would 
like to tie Prime Minister. 

Speaks French. 


177. Tubsbiha'L Say.iid /ria-ud-Din 

&3rn about I tTO, Stm of the late Says id Al 
A'azdi Tabatuba'i. Edited the newspaper Rtfcf 
iThander) in Tehran in 8913-16. Hayed a consider- 
abL- politicrole in 1917-1 tt. Sent to Iteku by 
Vusui]-ud-Dauteh in 1 9 39 as Persian representative 
to Caucasian Azerbaijan. While m Baku he issued 
a long statement enlillcd ” A new Epoch in the 
History of Persia." This statement was a spirited 
defence id the Ando-PiTM.ui agreement of 19]9 
which, although it had not been, ratified by the 
Maps, he endeavoured to bring into force during hin 
brief period of office as Prime Min Ester. Returned 
to Tehran in May TOO, Carried out eoji.n i ftitai 
with the help of the Cossacks in February ]9Tt. and 
seized, the rein^ of ofticc. Appointed Prime Minister 
with full powers by Ahmad Shah on 1st March. 
192U and cffcsctcd numerous arrests. His reforms 
were too radical for the counlrv and the lime, and 
he fell from power in June, fleeing the country. IIl- 
was in tlte tobacco business while exiled. 

Totik u prominent pan in the Fan-Islamic Con- 
grev-. at Jerusalem in TOT 

Said n> hive insisted ICtrimi in the neeotialions 
with Iraq at Geneva during 1935 
tn 1942. being by that time the owner of u wry 
prosperous term near Cltezza m Pale^tirK, which he 
had developed himself, he began to think of return¬ 
ing to bis native country, and Muzaffar Firuz began 
with great energy and indiscretion to run a news¬ 
paper" campaign in hm favour in Tehran He 
published a letter from the Savyiti in which the 
Rusrijns were praised in fulsome language. Hiv 
mime L-arne fnrward 3 good deal in the Tehran pre^s 
during 1943, and quite a number of Deputies in the 
nth Majlis seem to Have favoured His return, i he 
Russians and the Shah, however were steadfastly 
opposed to his return, the former beeuue they 

mistrusted Firn/N unfortunate letter, and the latter 

thnnigh fear that the Sayyid might become a 
dictator. However* be returned to Tdn.io in 
September 1943 and was elected to the Mill Majlis 
from ¥rad, bis native pSfl® Caused aiinoyancc hv 
insisting on wearing a woo\\en hat of Caua^uin 
style, and alieiuled \i>me of bis friends by u» apptar- 
aticc of stubbornness and obstinacy 

Founded a political party which in the summer ot 
1945 vlj■■- oflieiallv launched under die name of 
■'Iradeh-i Midi" or National Will H«s ftiHow^’ 
claimed that the party numbered about 9,000 in 
Tehran, at the end of 1945 Was the particular bug- 
btar nf the Tudeh and the Russians, who ins lt ured 
of vilifying him as. the arch-enemy of bis eouniry 
and the jwincipal tool in Persia of impenalistv 
reactionaries, Ac. During the neat-panic which 
nrevaited. in Tehran in November December 
■is s result of Lbe approach of the Azerbaijan 
Democrats towurds Oa?.vin many leading politicians 
and Deputies began seriously to consider that 
&iyyid £ifl should be exiled frotri Pcfsu a vop 

to the Russians. - , 

His continued opposition Ip Oav.im*u^|aharieh s 
pro-Sovict gambits in the beginning of resulted 


in hi> arrest and inipnsuiixncnl but this ivJi changed 
to house arrest j yem later and shortly aflcrwurds 
he was released- Early in 1948 the Shah tried with- 
mQl success in enlist his support for liLy project of 
constimtional reform, 1 befcafter Court and Govern¬ 
ment eirdts evinced great hostility towards Him umt 
he was widely accused o( disloyalty and even of 
pro-Sovici sympathies.. There was, however, no 
concrete evidence to support these charges. On the 
other hand, wUhough he was mainly preoccupied 
with his eapefimetib in agriculture. Sayyid Zia-ud- 
Din was known to have criticised the Shah's 
" iincomdituiiona! ” behaviour. But he remained 
n bidl> opposed to eoiunwinism and ihc Russians 
in general . . 

A Tier the attempt on the Shah's life in February 
1949 he made hi> peace with His Majesty and lus 
remained on §ood terms with him since. As a 
result the number of his enemies lus dwindled, 
Among those elected ifl the first sLage of the Senate 
eleelions m Tehran October 1949 bul resigned From 
the electoral college. During the lirst half I95fl 
He was much spoken of as a possible Prime Minister 
and commanded much support. 

Scrupuioush honesty religious, widely read and 
travelled, or active habits and practical outlook. 
&.nyk1 Zia-ild-Pin i' art unusual Fcr-i !!■ Originally 
a journalist bv [wofession he has become a successful 
Firmer, Ills main faults arc obmnaev and 
impatience of criticism. He speak 11 English. Frencih. 
Arabic and Turkish. 


17ft. | adayira. Saw id Mulianimad 

Bom about IHS4, o native of Birjatid in F-Jist 
Fer^ia. educated m Tehran, where he gnuhwted and 
became a schoolmaster. After lbe split up of the 
original Democrat Party in 1912. Tadayun became 
lbe leader of nnc of the more important l>cmocrai 
fuctions. He was clcctoil a Deputy from lehran 
lo the 4th term of the Majlis, and from BirjamL \a 
the ^ih and 6th terms. Was elected President uf tlw 
Majlis in the second half of the 5th term, and again 
ai the beginning of the 6th term. In I cbrulTy l^Z? 
he wus iippomtcd Minister of Education, but in 
December He resigned that jppointoK-rU owing to Jis- 
acrccntent with his eollfeigues, in the rabinet, but he 
resumed office nine days later at the personal request 
of ihc Shah. On 7th Jami.uy. 1928. the Shall ordered 
him [«.■ resign, niid his fall was vajd to be due to Ihe 
personal anirfliisity towards him itf Taimurnsh. In 
June 1930 he was appointed Governor of Kerman. 

He was recalled from Kerman in March 1931. and 
he appears to believe that one reason for Ite recall 
w, r i.rs that he was too friendly with Lieutenant-Colonel 
Noel, then Bntish Consul 

Returned to polities on the fall of Rim Shah, wu-- 
Minister of Education in FunishTs Cabinet of 
1941 42 and spoke eloquently in favour of the Tri¬ 
partite Ireaiv of 1942. Minister ot Food after 
F'amtkh in 3942; resigned in July 194’. Minister of 
lire Interior Sepleiftter 1943 and did well in running 
the elections, but was not included in the icshiiffld 
Cabinet uf December 194 5 Tried in summer of 
1947 on a charge of interfering with elections for 
Mill Majlis and acquis ted. Elected Senator for 
Khurasan September 1949 Abo successrul in first 
stage of Senate elections in Tehran fK'tober l q 49, 

A pleasant man of digniltcd mien; vcn. friendly to 
m-i' He even* a certain influence in political circles 
and still aspires to Ministerial office 

179 . T»hiru Dr. Uadi 

Bom at Yazd about IflB*.. Son of a mulla- 
Focmerly a landowner and proprietor ©f various con - 
ijerns at A‘a?d A treat rival of the Navvab family of 
Ya 2 d, Elected to the Majlis on vwiow oocasioai, 
and has served as prcsklcnt of the Financial Corn- 
minion of the Majlis. In the LVth Majlis was one of 
















the VioC'PfCiUJifnb and was considered one Llf lhc 
leading member:'. of the Majlis. Served on the t om- 
mime of ihe Anglo-lraman Relief Eund, Wl and 
was helpful m providing kva! knowledge, 
largely responsible for Ike success of SaysKl /.tk-iid- 
Djm in the Yajid elections «f 1943, (hereby incurring 
Uw dhlikc and distrust of the Shah, Very friendly 
to io, Accuud of vifkilii pA'uhliWM at 3 azd,. but 
nothing was proved. _ , 

In ilie 3 4im Majlis hr wa*., with Savysd kaiint 
Jiisti Ya/di, the most inlluential Deputy Bitterly 
ardi-Siw tel he worked hard to maintain the Majlis 
majority againd Soviet pressure 
Arrested November Wifi for political actiwirei 
nLMind Oa^iiU-us-.S,ilunch Rclc-iscd February 1947. 
ApnoinicJ Minister without Portfolio under Sahd 
November 194K- Resigned Strpic uber ! l| 4v to stand 
for the 3 f»ch Majlis, to which he was elected from 

Y*aL t . . 

I hough, very slow in ^(v«h and fiuune; be is 
cvEpTcidcIv aviutc and had a profound knowledge of 
hb Majlis colleague* and partieularh of their weak 
points. * Though patriotic he would not allow his 
patriotism to interfere unduly with his pervun.it 
mtereds in Yard He has a eongcftiDl au-raum to 
[lie obvious course Lind delights m achieve hi> 
objectives by devious mean, through the agency of 
others 


\M r Taijlzaikdi. Sis rid Hasan 

Boro In Tjhriz about the SOU of a small 

preacher He was educated in his native town, and 
to haunt the booksellers’ shops, where he showed 
wjfjl eagerness. ItP ac^ultc tisd^Iedjc. In hts £flny 
south be was ail ardent Nationalist, and wav coo- 
; 11?clc j W j|h the Nationalist movement in Persia from 
the beginning. He Was elected lo the 1st term of the 
Majlis and was one of 1&* pbutinjnt gfggg 

In the amv of J90B Taqi?.adch tot* refuge 

in His Males tv's Legation ami as a condition of his 
amrtesh went to the Untied Kingdom Rjtumcd late 
vm and slaved prominent part in 2nd Majlis, 
tilectest to ?rd and 4th Majlises in ahsettiUi, lie 
staved in Europe and America during the whole 
period from 1914 to 1923 and was for years in Berlin, 
w here be cd i led a pi per cal led Kawh. He negotiated 
the Pervv-Sovict Commercial Treaty in Moscow in 
February 1421, and finallv relumed lo Peony in 1^4. 
Member' iff Hh and b(h Majlises Appointed 
GmvmorvGeneral of Khurasan rn Jtiriu^ty h* 
WAS willed in Ms* and appointed Pteft'an Minister 
tn London, where he remained until April 1W when 
he returned to Persia and beams Mmijcf -of Roads 
and Communicationv In August M?0 he wav 
. i pm»n(ed M in isle: of 1 inance in addi iion 

Taui/adeh fell Horn grace in September for 

r L - tvon* which Lite oliveurc The Shnb i- vitd to n.tye 
suspected him of intrigue with Majib members in 
cnimerion with the purchase of gold Ele w»s. lune¬ 
tte , soon re employed as mimsier m Pam, 

Recalled from Paris m August bur obuuwl 

prolonged leave of absence and did '” u 
Persia. Appointed Periiun rcpreventeiive at the t 
am Of <SXltHsts ut Rome m Septembfl I«1 

Appointed minister in London by Fitrujghi 
brxArne amhavsjdnr m 1^44 Headed Pe^iaji Dek- 
cation to ihe United NationvOTKanHaiu n m London 
in Janmry 1^6 and ably presented ^ Pervjan^ve 
when the Security Council cowhShwI the Ft^o- 
RLLVKum dispute about A^cfhaqan Appointed to act 
j,s Persiin representative in Winding up the League 

nf Nations in Geneva March L'4^ 

Fleeted Deputy fur Tabriz m Majlis and as 
the fax ycare of brt appomlmeni m London had 
ended he moeeJ to return |o P^sn to lake b^ se4 
As an old fricwl he lidpcd Unkimi when ihe latter 
became Prime Minister in l>ceenibcr 1447 


In a speech in the Majlis in January m9 ha said 
ih:*t be signed the 1933 A.LO.C. Concession under 
emphatic orders from Rizu Shah and against his, heller 
pidceincm This brought bio being a vorifcious 
sclioul of thought that the concession was therefore 
invalid and thereby provoked the pfcSCnt demand fur 

its revision. , 

Fleeted to the Constituent Assembly April 1 (? 49„ 
bul dul not uttcLtd bccuu^ of " ilb^> Fleeted 
Sena lor from Tdtt*n October 1949 L*nd President u3 
the Senate on its inauguniiun tn February IW 

He is married lo a German and talk- Cierntaii 
fluently. He speaks Fnelbh and French less well 

til. Tihrwb Sa>>H Julubud Din 

A famous uslrotimner who not appeued on the 
political scene when he became Minister without 
portfolio under Qavii ru jusi before the la Iter's fall 
November December E*J47 Successful in lust stage 
of Senate elections in Tehran October i^4 h Minister 
without Portfolio under Stdid November 1M9. I 
ferred lo Posts. Telegraphs und Telephones Janu-oy 
I950 t md retained tliis otlfec unJe.- Mansur 
Apcit 1950 

I HI. \ jiDlahar, \huS-Fiith, K.B l (JU*hoi«t-iid- 

Bdiii about i8»5 A mem be; o; flic labatu :m« 
l.mnlv of Tabriz, A chamberlain of Mu^alfa^ud 
t>,r: Shah When the Hirer WJS Cruwn Frmce Ttifm 
in rabri/. Private secretary u> Muhammad All Shah 
before he came it» the throne, -md continued m tlut 
oltsL till 1909. An open enemy of the Natii«ja iIm«- 
Guv emor o! Resht in 1915 Mimvler of \\ 1916-17 
Governor of Kerman 1918 19. Minister o. ( - 
Interior 1920. Imp;issita1 by Sa>yu l /-ia. G ■ ^« 11 ' 1 ■ • 
Gene nil of Khurasan May 1924: reugned the next 
v W r.ixsiiiir to ddlcreirecs with ihe ituiiiurj itLitlwnltcs. 

Aspired to cntpioyment in j suitable pu^t at court, 
,mJ attameJ an appointment as a kind of chamber- 
lain in the court in 194T A respectable old-timer 
who helped us during the 1914 IS war „nd receive;! 
u K il l He tout no part in pt^lres dunng R^a 

Appniritci fiovcrnor-GcneraL Azerbaijan. Apeil 
19.^0. Represented Tabriz in Convliiueni As^itbVy 
Anrii 1949. Surrendered Goventor-Gcftembmp on 
being nominated v ScnLitor for West AzjrlKitj.rn 

Februarry 195fJ, _ L , , . . 

Hav owned turgg prnpertici near Tabriz, but hav 

spent most of his suwlnnw Speaks French. 

ItJc > umvtrh. Vluhammud Ah 

Wax Linder-Secrctery lo the Minis ry n, ihx, 
interior and in m2 w^ trtiiwfeteod i« the MjjgJJ 
of Finance 1944 4b Gmcmof-Geiteral of Ssfulum 
where he enjoyed the support uf the Shah ami wjx 
csmsklcFed by His Majesty’s Can&A te h*w hm 
honest and done Nix b»t te n>aintern law ond order. 
Minister of Post aad Fckia,ranks in 1 kikmu s t^ihi i> 
December 1947 Juke 1948 lomed Hazlursf ibiiuv 
,,S Minister of Finance September November i 
fiovi-mor-Genera! Kerman August 1949 F^ruarx 
1050 Minister of Health [Mansur! April im bul 
transferred to ihe MiniHry of Finance tier the same 

nU Rcf»nkd a-an koncu but not very forceful man. 

IM. \wm- Ham G.CB. (A itsitH urFDaukhl 

Ikim about IS6S- kv, career in the MiruHrv 

or Finance. Rlecled a Dflpwtv to the 1st * R|J 
lenTH of the Mapi*. and in 190$ eh osm to be a mem- 
hci of ihe Nalioimlivt Conirteilec, whidi directcxl ^ 
^flairs nf Slate after the ohdi.cnion of Muhammad 
Mi Shnh. lbs first Co hi net unrointment was, a* 
Minister of Justice in October IjjjW. In the fullwmv 
month he became Minister of Finance, but rexitned 
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m Jufy 1910. En July lull lie became Minister for 
Foreign Allairs A^iim MlllivtOT tor Foreign AH airs 
jji January he left for Europe in June of the 
same year. Minister for Foreign A {fairs Juty 
August luu .arid Minister of I-mu nee Augusl- 
Deccnher I 9 |s. Prime Minister and Minister for 
Foreign Alfairs. August 1916 to May 1917. Prime 
Muitstcr and Minister of interior from August 191# 
ui June 19211 Negotiated lire Anglo-Persian Oti- 
vcnlion of iu|9 Visited Europe in June 1 L >;0. and 
only returned to Persia at the bcginninc of 1926, 
Appointed Minister of Finance rn June 192b. but 
resigned In November to lake hi.v scut in Parliament, 
Elected us a Deputy from Tehran to the 7Hi icnti of 
(tie Majli;- I92s-?fl, Appointed president of die nevx 
" Academy " for ike revision of the Persian language 
December W35, 

A mart uf grcal ability and character He Lsccamc 
iinpopuiar uver tJic Anglo-Persian Cunvcnlioh. but. 
after ;t rinifxi able ;md convincing defence of his neix 
as Prime Minister during ihe pemM 191# 2!) before 
the Majlis, be regained a large measure of pi’■pu¬ 
la ritt . 

W r cnt to Europe for a serious openUoii 1940: 
survive! iL unable so return to 3'cisia; tie wax 


appointed ambawndor to Turkey by his brother. 
Qj xii m-US-Sallanek, in 1942, but could not proceed. 

Returned So PersU summer 1946 Is now too old 
to take jn active pari in polities 
.Speaks French flue; uly. also a 1 is tie English. 


IH5, \j retail Ikmah. Murlim, General tslpnhibod) 

Rum about 1S9S: soil of Mirra Ali Akbar. a small 
.shopkeeper m the villugc of Surelasbl. In FAJ7 he 
entered ike Cossack Cadet Schmil Recei ved his com¬ 
mission in 1912, showed strong pro-Rusiian sym- 
pathies, and eonxciEuently gained rapid prumotiun. 
Made lieutenartt'cnbimel in 1919 and colonel in 1920, 
During (he whole of his service he xxav intim-ite wiiJi 
Rir:i khan, ijrbd accompanied him on the nxarck 10 
Tehran in February 192 3 which culminated us the 
cvifip *Ff.sot. Was promoted general und given com- 
maud of Hie Centra! Division. In July 3^27 he fell 
from favour, and wis put under arrest for an 
unknown reason, but (cleaved very wion. In the 
autumn Or 192# he wav appointed inspector of ri»e 
gendarmeric, km was superseded in E^n and Eefi 
wilkou! any active command. 

lnvpevii>r nf Infantry in 3 9?2. Commandant of 
Tehran Cadet College 1933- 
On site fall -4 Ri/a Sii.di. he became Chief of the 
General Slnii and worked nv a loyal suppifiler of she 
young Shah 

Appointed adjutant-general to Ihe Shah mum mi 
j 143. a pOfcl he '■tilI leSains. Member of the Pftmv 
Soviet Cultural Relation!- Committee February 1944, 
l cadcr of niilHnu' contingent chosen to represent 
Fersia at Victory >aradc in London June 1944 
Minister o' War in linkimi'* Cabinet December l ;, 47 
June 1948 : Minister of Roads (Sa'id) September 
|«Ufl ; innsferrtd to Miniviry of War January 1950 
irid retained Ibis post under Muiuute Sprit I950. As 
\ j j 11 tan t -Gen^Tu E accompanied the Shah to (he 
United Slates, November December 1949. but not lu 
Pakistan M.ifdi I9$0. 

1 Ee k active, inicliigerU. honest, genial and staunchly 
patriotic. Although he is one nf ike SbalTs closest 
advisee, he does nivt hux-e a very high opinion of kirn 

S irKMittily, ihtnigh he is devoted to the monarchy, 
g is one of the few senior army officers who are 
incorruptible. 

Speaks, French and Russian and has a Russian 
wi fc. 


18 fi. Vs^di. Dr. Murti/a 

Rom about tWO Educated in Germany where 
he is reported to haxc joined ihe Communist Party, 
Often represented Tudeh wortm in negotiations 


between [liem and their employerv !n early monlhs 
o( 1946 made a tour of the south nnd Vxmik-MSE m 
an effort to whip up Tudeh support and was re*- 
pansiblc m huge men sure for the lroubles in Efalian 
in April of that year. A member of ike Difueung 
Committee of ike Ruvw>Pcrsian Cultural Relaltons 
Sneictv I'i46. Minister of Heslih under Gav-a.m-i.is- 
Suiterwh in August--October l‘-4ti when he Used his 
position lo fill importJtll posts in ike Ministry with 
Tutkh members and sympathiser. 

After tlte attenipi on the Shah's life Ire was tried 
witk other l'udeli leaders and sentenced lo five years’ 
solitary oonlijieinent April 1949. 

1«? T Zuhidi, Fu^Bal) (Biuir-kDivul, Mujw-ficatrtl 
tSoriashgarl 

Bum in Hamadiin jibrau 1690. rLs father w;i> 
for injrix vens in charge ivr the late Nasir-nj-Mulk* 
property ii? Jfamadait. Joined the Constilutiottal 
mn-vemenl artel wii.^ wounded-* JujiuJ the f • -ssiick^ 
and thus eante into eoutacl with Rir^t Kh»n. under 
whom he serxed. k oniruan-Jcd vkc irtK'ps at Sluroz 
in 1922. In Iu24 commanded the troop.i >eni to 
Kbuzotan, and helped En arrest the Sheikh of 
Muhammenili in 1925. Transferred lo Rcdit m I9_b, 
where he commanded ihe Northern Independent 
Brigade. Recalled to Tehran December (92#- Com- 
nrindeJ the Road tmards 1929. Arrested ■.u;d 
degraded for neglect of duty in 1929, Soon ant' n< 
wa^ pardoned and reinstated, thief of Nice 19.'1. 
Relieved of this pao after a few months owing to 
the escape of some prisoner^ front prison. Dismissed 
from the army in 3931 Turned his attention to 
business and became a partner in the Ka7adema 
Ford agency. Rcmsiated in ike rank of general l'H2 
and made aide-de-camp to the Klkib Member o? 
ike Iranian commercial ddegabon to RiP?m in April 
3 935, and subscquenlly visited Central Europe. 

Commandc.I irtiops at Isfahan 1^42. and gradually 
p><Nk charge of ait deplrtmenla of Government: proof 
was found that Ire was working with the Germans, 
unci he wav arrested by British (mops and taken out 
of Persia m ike autumn, of I J 42. Release.! in 194s. 
Appointed Inspector of the Forces of the South 
July ! L i4(* Placed on Ihe retired list June 1949, 
Successful in first stage of Sfttete elections in 
Hamudm autumn l :l 4^. Apfwmled Chief of P'-uiee 
November 1449. Ntmiinated Senator fo: Haniadan 
February J L >54> while remaining Chief of Police, 
Forced lo resign from thi> post May 19 50, In red y 
owing lo rise activities of ftarmara, f hict or (he 
General Staff. 

More of a politician than a soldrer. Made a gc^xi 
deal of sn+snes in Rhu/jaUn Being capable of 
generewitv he was. not unpopular with the tr*wp? under 
his command A> Chief of Police showed himself 
active and enterprising and gained a certain 

fK \ilrrieti’ ihe daughter of Husain Pi mi a (Mu'nimin- 
ul-MtdDc>in 1927. but divorced her and subsequently 
married one of ihe rick Kiihadiets family. 


{H. Zand. Ibrahim 

Born ubout IS'JO. Educated at tke< adet College 
I St Petertbun: Then sent to study law m France, 
here he was a tontemporary and friend of Javad 
.niiri Towards the end of ike l iJ |4i-1S war became 
n active member of the Musawat Party in A/cr- 
aijan, and in \*\* became ft member of the short- 
Vfti Azerbaijan Government, After uh fall he went 
nek in France, and 2 few ycai^s after retuniw i- k 
ersia, where Davnr employed him m the Ministry 
f Justice an advise; He was subsequently traiw- 
*rrcd to the Ministry of Finance, and ml 1 3ft 
ecnmc a member of the borird of the National Hank 
to the appointment of A, H. Iblihftj av director of 
hat bank he left the hank and «» employed at Court 
s Comptroller of the Roy ill Accounts. Minister of 
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War in Suh;i ill's third Cabinet December 1943. 
Minister of War in Sa'id's Cabinets March and April 
1944, its BayaCs Cabinet November 1944, Hukimi's 
Cabinet Mas 194.1 and Sadrs Cabinet June E945, 
Governor-General, Isfahan. January 1949-February 
1950, when appointed Minister irf the Interior by 
Said.. Continued in this office under Mansur for a 
few weeks and then appointed Governor-General nf 
Azerbaijan April 1950. 

Suffers from ili-hcaJth and has made frequent trips 
to Palestine for treatment. A patriotic and honest nun 
wiih .i background of nul.iary training of the Russia 
of Tsarist diys- Had sound ideas about eliminating 
corruption in tins arms but lacked courage to enforce 
hi* w ill 

Mamed to the visLer of FarajoJIah Bahrami. 
Speaks Russian extremely well, probably betivT than 
Persian. 


1H9, ZangilDrh. Dr. Ahmad Ibrahim 

Horn c. 1909. Director of Industrial and Mining 
Hunk and for a time managing director of this 
bank. He had been connected with the Planning 
Organisation of the ?■ Year Plan for some time before 
being appointed ;« member of the Council of the 
Plan im ils creation m May l g 4b Has shown keen 
interest in economic development schemes. Said to 
be progressive and active. 


I9(l r /-ann-buidi. All Avuh.tr 

Born about 1885. of a Tehran family of Kurdish 
descent. Educated at the Political Schttol in Tehran, 
and employed in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
subsidiary posts for several yeans. In 1923 ami 1924 
was head’eff a section of the Ministry and was always 
very courteous and helpful whenever referred to by 


members of this embassy. Served as chef dc 
(..ibmet " to Furughi while the lauer was Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. He was subsequently piwlcd to 
Washington, where he spent more than a year as 
secretary to the Persian Legation. He was recalled 
lo ;'eh ran in about 1927, and served irt ibe Ministry 
of Justice for a time under Davar, at the lime when 
ihe Ministry was being fundamentally re-formed- E le 
wav for u lime a judge of iheCour de Cassation He 
lhen was transferred to the Ministry of the Interior, 
where he was serving as Under-Sccreiarv when the 
Minister of ihc Interior, Alt Mansur, was transferred 
to the Ministry of Roads on 26th January, 1933, 
From thenceforward he served as Acting Minister 
of the Interim until E tirugha's Cabinet was formed 
in September 1931 

Proceeded to England as commissioner of the 
Persian Govern men! w ith the Anglo-Persian Oil Com¬ 
pany in December 1933, wilh his wife and two 
children. Honorary counsellor to the Legation in 
London 1937 

Relumed lo Persia December 1940. Uitder-Sccre- 
tary at the Ministry of Jusiivc From 1943 Has always 
been Eielpful in scUlinp cases and giving advice oil 
points of Persian law. On Hikmat’s resignation from 
SuhaitiA Cabinet in June 1943. became Acting 
Minister of Justice, hui on the appointment of Sadr 
a* Minister relumed to the post of Under-Secretary, 
Minister of Finance 1944. Appointed chairman. 
Industrial and Mining Bank February 1948 Replaced 
towards the end of the year. In 1950. on his. return 
to Peisia from England where he had a serious 
operation, was appointed to the Majlis Committee 
supervising the Seven-Year Phn 

Speaks Eimlish nnd French 

Zarin Kafsh is honest and socially most pleavant- 
In l l >45 be joined the Iradeh-i-Milli Party and has a 
very high regard for Sayyid Zia. 
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